



























































CONGRESSMAN BLUMENAUER

Our second speaker is Congressman Earl Blumenauer. Our
local attendees know the Congressman very well. Until May he
served as a Portland City Commissioner, and had built a
national reputation as a pragmatic visionary who worked to
place environmental quality at the top of this region's agenda.

He recently was elected to fill the seat vacated by Senator
Wyden, and I'd like to congratulate him on his victory. We're
looking forward to hearing his views. Congressman...?

[Congressman Blumenauer speaks|

Thank you, Congressman. Now I'd like to introduce the
members of our first panel.
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In safety, the highway fatality rate is becoming static after
decades of steady improvement, which means that deaths are
likely to increase as travel grows. That same growth in
aggregate travel could offset the progress we've made on air
pollution.

Solving these problems means going beyond the paradigms
that have driven transportation policy since the 1950s.

We all know that we can't afford to build our way out of the
congestion and the other capacity-related problems we face.
Nor can we expect that better design or engineering will always
solve them.

Now, that doesn't mean we should turn our backs on our
legitimate needs and on the opportunity to support economic
growth.

President Clinton intends to hold the line on infrastructure
and technology investment to maintain -- and even expand -- the
transportation system that's the backbone of our prosperity and
quality of life.

But it does mean that we've got to look at the factors that
create the circumstances we find ourselves in, taking advantage
of the work that's being done in the behavioral sciences -- such
as economics, political science, sociology, and psychology -- in
order to make the most of the technical advances we're seeing.
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