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Ten research proi;osals fran various locai transi;ortation agencies have been 

chosen for future funding by the Depar~r:it ,of Trans:[X)rtation in two programs 

stressing new . technol:ogy and· -innovative, techniques · ,i:n · mass transportation. 

'!be programs are · aaninistered by ;1the Urban· Mass 11 Transportation 
Actriini!stration1: (lMI'A) . 1 • UMl'A ·will .pr0Vi~e1 irore :,than ·,$11.J ·million in ,federal , ,funds 
for these , projects~ 1·:accounting for11 75 percent of the · total : cost. . Participating 
local agencies .will:. •furnish tt.le· r~aining' 25 ,;percent ~ The agencies .,s¢t,ectecl will 
be required to ·sutmit. a .grant. application bef6re ·1the i·end of FY 1985 in ,order to 
receive the funds. 

,Uffl'A., Administrator; Ralph L .. :Stanley , oornmented,: I ·~This. program, ,is: useful 
because it · 1,noves new i:i.deas, ,f ran , thewplann:ing ,stages f-iinto actual ·serv-ice~ , The 
proposals chosen :1today .. are :par.tieularly well-suited ifor ,funding . Formal _grant, · 
.applications should be subnitted ·by, 1toose!1selected ;in order to implenent the 
proposals." 

Three of the· research :proposals , involve the , use·· of methanol fl.i~l. 
The Florida ·Depa:rbnent ·of ·Tt!anspoi:;tation , (Tallahassee) iWill evaluate 20 methanol - , 
i;owered buses, • to providel!for th~ ;1dev.elopnent :of , ,an ,engine -modification kit for 
the use of methanol in ti:;ansit buses: ·.In :Baltimore,. 1the Regi0hal Planning 
Council will sµmsor ,. a program t0,. modify engines :, nCM;1 using gasoline, ... to: .the qse 
o,f · lllethanql-:as . a '. fuel. \·An : UMTA :study. has ·1 identified 'methanol .as a 1:pranising, , 
alternative fuel .to : petroleum,,for t11ansit !: buses .. . :Methanol is ·.considered a clean ,, 
fuel in that it reduces oxides .of .ni trogen, particul ates and smoke. 
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Programs using methanol are desired to daoonstrate technical and operational 
readiness _prior to further introduction of the use of the fuel. 

PROPOSALS S.ELEx:TED FPR FUNDIN, 

RECIPIENI' FEDERAL SHARE 

ARIZONA 

Verde Valley Transit Authority (Jerane) - • $ 18,000-
'IWo spark-ignition (gasoline--powered) buses will be 
converted to use methanol fuel and operate in 
high alt:~tude, cold weather. 

COI.DRAOO 

Pikes Peak Library District (Colorado Springs} .. - · 
To implement a brokerage service which includes 
carpool matc:hing and park ·and ride service. 

FLORIDA 

175,000 

Florid? Department of TransfX)rtat~on ,(Tallahassee) - 347,025 
E.valuate 20'. methanol-powered buses; 'Ibis will :p:r;pvide ' ·,'' 
for the continued developneht or an·· engine modification 
kit for the use of methanol -in transit ruses. • Florida 
00T l1as the most U.S. experience with methanol _blses. 

HAWAII 

Department of Trans:EX)rtation''Services,: ·City ' and County 
of Honolul_u - Dev~op a computerized.·systan tjlat 
facilitates the schec:lul~~irtg p1;6cess~-

. ' .. ~ 

INDIANA 

Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Conunission 
(Hammond) - .Develop a canputerized infonnation 
systan and a crime watch program-in conjunction 
with the Hammond Yellow Checker cab Canpany. 

LOUISIANA 

Regional Transit Authority (New Orleans) - Develop 
and implanent a pre-paid roonthl.y .pass program 
including anployer suooidization. 

-rrore-

246,559 

75,000 

75~000 



.. 

,,. 

RECIPIENI' 

MARYLAND 

, . 
! 

Baltimore Regional. Planning council -
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Project will rodify b..ls engines now using gasoline to 
the use of methanol as a fuel. In addition, project 
will provide fuel tanks and training, collect data 
and disseminate information. 

NEW YORK 

Central New York Regional Transportation Authority 
'(byracuse) - Accelerated test of two wheelchair 
lifts to improve lift safety and reliability. The 
test would .simulate the-local i enviromnental and 
operational conditions. Test -plan r.esulte! would be . 
used in developing specifications to introduce . 
improved b..ls lifts into transit service. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Red Rose Transit Authority (Lal)caster) . - ... 
Implanent an anploy:er s~~ipy . incel')t.ive program·. 
for a snall urban transit syst~. · .. 

TEXAS 

Fort Worth Transportation Authority - Develop a formal 
safety ·t raining progr?UP tl1at -includes individual· 
self-paced step-by-step trairµng, grolip ·l ectµres , 
and Equipnent training. '!his will al~9 include 
examination of mechanics and evaluation of their 
progress. 

' FEDERAL SHARE 

97,875 

$342,375 
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