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address the broader benefits that transit produces. Research now underway will help us
to better define the benefits that should be counted in performance reviews and cost-
benefit analyses.

Congestion management has been the primary focus of most research, but it's
been made more compelling by the new theory that -- in congested corridors -- high-
capacity transit sets the pace for the entire surface transportation system, so only
improvements in transit will improve overall system speed.

This concept provides strong support for flexible funding, since it shows how
transit investments have tangible benefits for highway users. We've tested this concept in
Chicago, New York, and San Diego -- and found that the effect exists in New York's
Jamaica corridor. We're now studying 23 more corridors across the country to see if we
can find this effect elsewhere. We expect to complete these studies shortly, and to release
the results early next year.

The issue of basic mobility gets underemphasized when measures of benefits and
performance focus only on short-term economic performance. Here, service coverage --
and not trips -- is the key issue, and we find that transit can create economic benefits by
giving the transit-dependent access to jobs. We're just starting to calculate these
benefits, and by early next year will produce some guidance about how to include basic
mobility benefits in a benefit-cost framework. Again, we should have a report out early
next year.

The livable communities effect of transit differs from the other benefits in that it
focuses neither on work trips nor on peak-hour trips. Instead, the emphasis is on the
overall quality of life that transit can help to create through less auto use and the benefits
-- less traffic, better air quality -- that it brings.

We've also just started a wide-ranging study -- to be completed this year -- to
evaluate these benefits -- especially the value that people place on such difficult-to-
quantify benefits.

Another way to develop information for decision-makers is to review the impacts
of past investments. We're now updating studies in this area first done during the 1970s,
focusing on the longer-term impacts that those initial studies could not have evaluated.
These include transportation system changes, land use effects, and public policy changes.

The first study, being done through Berkeley, updates the BART Impact Program
and should be completed by this December.

(More)
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