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TALKING POINTS

DEPUTY SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION MORTIMER DOWNEY

FHWA NATIONAL OPEN HOUSE AND NHS CELEBRATION
WASHINGTON, D.C.
JANUARY 23, 1996

(There will be two speaking opportunities: first, a 2:00 pm telephone hook-up
with all FHWA offices nationwide. The call will be made privately from an
office within FHWA. Rodney Slater will open and close the call.

The second speaking opportunity will be with the attendees at the headquarters
open house in room 3401. The remarks are meant to be informal, and there will
be no podium. Rodney Slater will again open and close.)

*

Draft 2

Thank you, Rodney. [On behalf of Secretary Pefia,] I'd like
to extend greetings to the FHWA staff participating in
today's open houses and to welcome our guests from
around the country.

Today's events are a way to affirm our traditional
relationships with the transportation community, and to
carry on the process of forging new partnerships begun by
ISTEA more than four years ago. Those new, broader
alliances will be critical as we work together to develop the
transportation system of the 21st century.

The National Highway System will be the central element
of that 21st century network. Rodney, I want to
congratulate you and the entire FHWA family on the
designation of the NHS. I also want to thank our partners
in state and local government and in the private sector who
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