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Including flexible funds and carryovers, last year FTA -- listen to this -- obligated a total
of $6 billion -- that's $6 billion for transit -- the most ever.

Our commitment goes beyond the greater use of flexible funds, important as that is.

We've announced a dozen new transit starts -- some in places with long histories of rail
transit, like New York's Queens Connector and Boston's South Boston Piers Extension -- others
in places with newer transit traditions, like Salt Lake City -- which will have a light rail line in
place for the 2002 Olympics -- and Portland, where I delivered $158 million yesterday to carry
forward the light rail line.

More than $4.6 billion has been committed to date for these Clinton Administration
projects.

Even with our strong support for expanding transit, we haven't wavered on the basics:
maintaining existing services. Under this administration, federal grants now help to purchase
8,000 buses and paratransit vehicles each year and to replace aging facilities and trackage in every
rail city.

We've helped transit agencies control their operating costs by ending unnecessary
requirements and regulations. Our new electronic grant-making system -- simplified procurement
and Buy America guidelines and new 13(c) implementation guidelines -- and streamlined grantee
certifications are all examples of bringing common sense to government.

We've given operators expanded flexibility in using capital funds for spare parts and bus
overhauls so that they can make the most of their operating assistance to save service.

And, in a time when many want to zero out transit operating assistance altogether, we've
fought for it and we've managed to preserve it -- and we'll fight for it again in the coming year's
budget.

In sum, this is the most pro-transit administration ever -- and that's important in a time
when transit's skeptics and outright adversaries are more aggressive than ever.

In this environment, we have to explore new sources of funding even as we seek to sustain
our current ones. Congress and the President agree on the necessity of a balanced budget over

the next seven years, and we will feel pressure on our funding.

That's why we see innovative financing tools to stretch our dollars as another way to
respond to an era of limited federal funds.

(More)









