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Secretary of Transportation Andrew H. Card Jr. today 

announced that the Federal Transit Administration {FTA) intends to 

award $416,474,643 for 218 projects, including the first grants 

made under the flexibility provisions of the Intermodal Surface 

Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA). 

"These grants will bolster the economy by supporting new and 
existing jobs across the nation while also improving mobility and 
reducing congestion," said Card. "Four of the projects represent 
the first opportunity for communities to use federal funds for 
either transit or highways, basing the decision on local needs 
rather than federal fiat." 

The four projects and amounts of flexible funds used 
include: Greater Hartford (Conn.). Transit District, $61,832; 
Chittenden County Transportation Authority in Burlington, Vt., 
$190,000; Omaha (Neb.) Metro Area Transit, $400,000; an_d Baltimore 
State Railroad Administration, $3,300,000. 

Under another ISTEA provision, metropolitan and state FTA 
planning grants are now made as a unified grant to each state. 
Approximately350 annual individual federal grant actions have 
been reduced to 52 annual grants. • 

Secretary Card said, "This restructuring will make it 
,possible to provide more federal money, put it to work faster and 
improve transit in our cities." 

The largest award is a grant of $60.9 million to California . 
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NOTE ro · RDITORS: 

TOTAL $416,474,643 

A brief description of a particular grant 
and the amount awarded may be obtained by 
calling FTA's Office of Public Affairs, 
(202) 366-4043. 
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