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Good afternoon. I’m delighted to be back in my home
state and back home with my fellow California Republicans.
We have a busy agenda this weekend, with some very
important issues up for discussion. I’m very pleased to be part
of this Convention.

The California Republican Party has chosen a most
appropriate theme for this convention: "Opportunity in the 90s.
This decade does hold tremendous opportunities; our country
promises tremendous opportunities for all people of color
gender, and ethnic background.

Nothing threatens this countrys promise of oppo 4_|_ty
more than misguided policies that elevate arbltrary catego i
race and sex over ability and achlevement.
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The Democrat candidate for Governor has said she
supports "racial balance" and "gender.balance” in filling -
government positions. Her termmology may differ, but it all_
comes down to the same thing: ::Using quotas to fill jobs . :
regardless of the individual’s experience or qualifications. - Al .lts g
very core, quotas encourage the very discrimination that:we af
a nation set out to eliminate under our Constitution and civil §~.
rights laws. "

Perhaps just as dangerous, quotas hurt the very people e
they purport to help. The tremendous achievements of - &
minorities and women begin to look like benefits conferred by
the government or the courts, rather than the reward for ablllty
and hard work.

It is clearly time to reinforce the basic premise of
democracy: A government that holds out the promise of
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