





The federal government's role in shaping the future of the automobile
Secretary Adams defined as one of not stifling or restraining the auto industry,
"but to clearly indicate to the auto manufacturers those matters of national policy,
social concern and public necessity that influence the development and production
of motor vehicles in a timely and coordinated fashion."

It was by this reasoning the Secretary said that he coordinated his decisions
on fuel economy standards and automatic passenger protection devices with
congressional action on fuel emissions.

Secretary Adams told the Ford executives that DOT's National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration is preparing a new rulemaking plan for that agency's
regulation of motor vehicles. "We intend to include," he said, "not only a
schedule of any rulemaking actions, but to identify as well those areas where
additional rulemaking appears to be unnecessary."

The Secretary asked the Ford executives to join with government in focusing
on three areas of motor vehicle safety that require improvement.

These are, he said:

1. Better protection to drivers and passengers in side crashes and rollovers
than that which will be provided by mandated occupant restraint systems.

2. The adaptation of passenger car safety standards to increasingly popular
vans and light trucks.

3. Sharper focus on protection of the pedestrian, the victim of 20 percent
of highway accidents.
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Most of the transportation systems resulting from these projects,
unlike urban systems, typically serve small population groups, such as
the poor and the elderly, not the general public. Among the reasons
for the limitation are restrictions on the type of person for which
certain federal and state funds may be used, efforts to get around state
public utility comission regulations and a desire to serve only those
rural residents most in need of transportation.

Many projects surveved in the DOT report operate in one county
or a multi-county region, but some projects, such as the Pennsylvania
Department of Agriculture system, are nearly statewide. The study
pointed out that many projects have not achieved coordination between
rural and urban areas.

"Cities and towns usually have some regulatory powers within their
boundaries and have often attempted to limit the operations of rural
transportation projects to protect intracity bus and taxi companies,"
the study said.

The report also discusses the issues technicians must address
in planning and operating a rural transportation system.

The publication's supplementary materials include a full set
of references, an outline of sugaested steps for implementing a rural
transportation system, rural transportation projects selected for
funding by DOT under a demonstration program authorized by the 1973
Federal Highway Act, and a 1ist of funding sources for rural public
transportation projects.

Development of the report was sponsored by DOT's Office of Research
and Development Policy, which provides overall direction to the technology
sharing program.

Single copies of the report are available from R.V. Giangrande,
Technology Sharing Program Office, Transportation Systems Center,
Kendall Square (Code 151), Cambridge, Mass. 02142, Phone: (617) 494-2486.
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