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of spills from groundings and collisions and minimize ocean pollution. They
would reduce the hazard of fire and explosion during 0il transfer and tank
cleaning operations and provide for safer navigation."

In addressing the question of compensation for oil spills, Adams
commented, "The Comprehensive 0il Pollution Liability and Compensation Act
of 1977, which I shall, submit to the Congress on the President's behalf,
should replace the current overlapping system of federal and state oil spill
liability and compensation funds. It will propose a single national frame-
work with onestandard of strict 1iability for oil spills -- either from
vessels, pipelines, terminals or offshore facilities.

"Its intent is to fully compensate victims, whether individuals or
municipalities, for virtually all oil pollution damages," the Secretary
said.

In the international arena, Adams noted that 85 percent of the oil
annually spilled into the oceans from marine transport sources results from
operational discharges, which usually take place on the high seas beyond
national jurisdiction.

He urged ratification of the 1973 Marine Pollution Convention, sent to
the Senate today by the President, as the key to control of oil discharges
at sea.

Secretary Adams said the United States, working through the
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization, will press for more
stringent international oil tanker standards in such areas as the new
regulations the department is now drafting, additional requirements for crew
qualificaticns and additional construction and equipment measures.
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Secretary Adams noted that in reaching his decision he had taken into
consideration forecasts indicating that unless some remedial steps are taken,
serious peak-hour delays are likely to develop at Lambert by the mid-1990s.
thus forcing a reduction of service.

"The question of the best way to provide additional air carrier capacity
for the St. Louis area has been a matter of controversy between the citizens
of Missouri and I11inois. From the viewpoint of all concerned, including the
Federal Government, the best solution obviously would be one reached with the
full concurrence and support of both states," Secretary Adams said.

The Department of Transportation and its Federal Aviation Administration
stand ready, he added, to work with Missouri and I11inois to insure the
continuance at St. Louis of economical, efficient and environmentally sound
commercial air transportation service.

The Columbia-Waterloo airport proposal was sponsored by the St. Louis
Metropolitan Area Airport Authority, an I1linois entity.

In deciding to disapprove federal funding for acquisition of the Columbia-
Waterloo site, Secretary Adams reversed a decision announced September 1, 1976,
by former Secretary William T. Coleman, dJr.

Following the Coleman decision, DOT, through its Federal Aviation
Administration, concluded on January 20, 1977, an initial grant agreement of
$100,000 with the sponsor.
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