


But the battle is far from over, and the stakes are high. Drugs dull the ability to
think and react quickly, and that can be deadly, especially if you are driving a car,
boat, or motorcycle. Those of you who have been througK a driver education
program have probably seen some footage of a serious accident. And if you are
anything like | was as a teenager, you probably squirmed a little and smirked at the
somewhat crude level of the rhetoric. You might think that something so terrible
could never happen to you. Well it can. Every day, 65 Americans are killed in
alcohol-related auto accidents.

Drugged and drunk driving is one of the leading causes of death among young
people. A recently completed study by the University of Maryland Shock Trauma
Center -- a special emergency medical facility for the most seriously injured accident
victims -- found that more than one-third of the patients admitted to the center as a
result of serious accidents between July 1985 and May 1986 were under the
influence of marijuana at the time of the accident.

During my tenure at the Transportation Department, | have seen, time and
again, that drugs mixed with any form of transportation are a deadly combination.
Last year, nearly two-thirds of train accident fatalities occurred in cases where one
or more railroad employees involved tested positive for drugs. And rail workers are
not the only transportation workers who are vulnerable. In jJanuary, nine people
g:edén a commuter airplane crash in Durango, Colorado; the pilot had cocaine in his

ood.

Protecting public safety in transportation is one of my primary missions as
Secretary. Studies show that illegal drug use, on or off the job, hurts on-the-job
performance. It makes workers more likely to be involved in accidents, it makes
them late, and it makes them less capable of doing their jobs. In short, drug use
makes workers less productive and a hazard to themselves and to those around
them. Accordingly, | have proposed drug testing rules for truck drivers, and key
safety and security personnel in commercial aviation, the railroad industry, pipeline
industry, mass transit industry, and the maritime industry. Some six million workers
would be subject to drug testing. | think this step is absolutely necessary if we are to
identify drug users and remove them from sensitive jobs in the transportation
industry -- jobs that directly affect public safety.

Some people say that drug testing is an invasion of privacy. But what about the
rights of victims of drug-related accidents? The American people are entitled to a
drug-free transportation system; if we are to ensure that they get it, drug testing,
especially random testing, is an absolute must. As the head of the Drug
Enforcement Administration said recently, “Drugs aren’t bad because they're
illegal; they're illegal because they’re bad.”

We are engaged in an all-out effort to destroy the drug culture in this country,
and that means going after occasional drug users as well as big drug suppliers.
Those who engage in what some still recklessly call “recreational” drug use are just -
as rf_sponsible for lining the pockets of the world’s druglords as are the back-alley
junkies.

So although we have seen some encouraging trends on the user side of this
nation’s drug problem, we still have our work cut out for us. This country is still the
world’s most lucrative market for drug dealers. The American dream is still being
shattered in families, neighborhoods, and schools that have been laid under siege
by cheaper, more potent, and more addictive drugs. With new, young recruits, such
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drug? have made the United States the most lucrative market for the world’s drug
suppliers.

Yet, even these statistics do not adequately reflect the damage that drug abuse
has already done to our nation’s moral fiber. The Washington Post recently
reported that elementary school children here in the District have invented a new
game called “Hustler.” The goal of the game is to successfully complete fake drug
deals, using play money, pebbles for crack, pencil shavings for marijuana, and
ground-up chalk for cocaine. A D.C. Recreation Department counselor told the
Post: “They do everything like they've seen it -- with the runners, the lookouts, the
users, the jumpout squads, everybody.” What is most disturbing is that the police
and the special anti-drug squads are seen as the bad guys.

Also, American businesses are being threatened from within by drug abuse.
Studies show that drug users function at about two-thirds of their work potential.
They are more likely to steal from their employers, and their health care costs are
higher. Drug users are two to three times more likely to skip work than non-users.
In many cases, safety is also a concern: drug users are three to four times more likely
to be involved in on-the-job accidents than non-users.

The Administration’s programs to combat drugs focus on both the supply and
demand sides of the problem. In 1982, for example, the South Florida Task Force
was set up, headed by Vice-President George Bush. As a result of the Task Force's
activities, we saw a 20 percent decrease in major crime in southern Florida. In 1983,
the National Narcotics Border Interdiction System was formed to combat drug
smuggling. Since then, annual cocaine seizures have increased twenty-fold. In
1984, when the “Comprehensive Crime Control Act” was passed, over $44 million in
drug-related assets were seized; by last year, that figure had risen to over $500
million. Since 1981, the federal anti-drug law enforcement budget has been tripled.
And, since 1979, drug convictions have doubled and prison sentences are now 40
percent longer than they were.

‘Last year, federal agents seized 722 pounds of heroin, 113,950 pounds of cocaine
and 3.2 million pounds of marijuana. Asyou know, the Coast Guard plays a key role
in drug interdiction. It was, then, to my disbelief and dismay that Congress cut $72
million from the President’s FY 1988 request for Coast Guard operating expenses.
The Coast Guard Commandant reports that routine drug patrols have been cut 55
percent due to the lack of funds. Early this year, President Reagan and | asked
Congress to let us transfer $60 million from other programs to correct this outrage.
Congress has -- believe it or not -- yet to complete action on this request.

Everyone knows that drugs and transportation are a deadly combination. We all
remember last year’s Amtrak-Conrail crash in which 16 people were killed and 178
hospitalized. The Conrail engineer responsible for that accident tested positive for
marijuana, and later testified before Congress that drug use among rail workers
was commonplace. Since January 1987, there have been 54 accidents in which rail
employees have tested positive for drugs or alcohol. Thirty-one people have died in
these accidents, and 353 have been injured. Property damage exceeded $34 million.

These tragedies are not confined to rail travel. Just a few months ago, we
learned that the pilot of a commuter airplane that crashed in Colorado tested
positive for cocaine. Nine people died in that accident. :

In the fall of 1986, when reporters from The Pittsburgh Press interviewed
emergency room staffs at six area hospitals, 23 cases of flight crew drug abuse were
quickly recalled. Twenty of these cases involved cocaine overdose, two were heroin
reactions and one dealt with valium and alcohol. Twelve cockpit crew members and
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And some of you may not realize the tremendous contribution Hispanics are
making in the Coast Guard today. Right here in Corpus Christi, the Commanding
Officer of the Marine Safety Office is Captain Anthony C. Alejandro. He graduated
from the Academy in 1966 and went on to receive a Masters Degree in both Business
and Mechanical Engineering. He has been awarded the Coast Guard
Commendation medal three times and the Coast Guard Achievement Medal once.

Today, 34 percent of the students at the Coast Guard Prep School are Hispanics,
which should substantially increase the number of Hispanics at the Coast Guard
Academy and in the Officer Corps in the years to come.

My job as Secretary of Transportation is to see that the American people have
the safest, most efficient transportation system possible. The successes of economic
deregulation have helped us improve on the efficiency side of the equation, yet
tragic accidents caused by drug use continue to plague this nation. All of us expect
and deserve a drug-free transportation system. Random drug testing is the only
proven means to identify drug users and discourage others from trying drugs.

Thus, | have proposed random drug-testing rules for the rail, aviation, trucking,
mass transit, maritime and pipeline industries. Final rules will be issued before the
end of the year. | am taking these actions in part because | know that when society
has a drug problem, no segment of our population -- from welfare recipients to
airplane pilots to Wall Street brokers -- is exempt from it.  Since January of 1987,
there have been fifty-four rail accidents in which one or more key employees tested
positive for illegal drug or alcohol use. Those crashes caused 31 fatalities, 353
injuries and $34 million in property damage. When truck drivers were surveyed by
the Regional Common Carrier Conference, the average estimate was that 36
percent of all truckers sometimes drive under the influence of drugs. Clearly, this
problem cannot go unchecked.

The drug problem is too big to be solved by one approach or by one level of
government. By electing officials who will support laws with real teeth in them and
provide adequate funding for law enforcement, rehabilitation and drug education,
we can make our communities unhealthy and unprofitable for pushers.

Where a drug trade flourishes, crime flourishes. Where crime flourishes,
economic opportunity is squandered. Getting the drug problem in this country
under control is essential for the future well-being of all Americans.

This i1s not an easy battle. It will take all of us to win it, and we must sustain our
counterattack for years to come. You can provide critical leadership in you own
cities and states, as well as demanding that our leaders on the national level be
dedicated to serious, not cosmetic action. Those who refuse to grasp the
seriousness of the problem should be sent home by the voters this November. |
hope you will join President Reagan, Vice-President Bush and those of us who work
for them in getting this message across loudly and clearly.

Muchas gracias y buena suerte.
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