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in support of reinforcement of our North Atlantic allies. We are in the formative
stages of developing a working committee with Transport Canada to deal with cross-
border transportation problems in an emergency. . To support our emergency
organization, we have developed emergency operations facilities at Headquarters and in
the field regions which are tied together by a communications network. We have also
developed a portable computerized inventory of transportation facilities to assist our
teams in managing transportation resources. In short, we feel that we are prepared to
deal effectively with emergencies and we will continue to maintain this capacity.

Fortunately, we have not had to implement our defense emergency plans in this
generation. We have, however, successfully tested certain parts of our crisis action
plan on many occasions to deal with peacetime emergencies. One that occurred just
after Elizabeth Dole became Secretary of Transportation was the independent truckers'
protest. Our regional emergency transportation coordinators monitored trucking
activities along the highways as well as the impact on other modes, and reported
several times a day to the crisis coordinator at Headquarters. The Secretary used these
reports to determine what, if any, response was necessary. The issue was resolved
before serious impact was felt -- but we were ready.

On a day-to-day basis, three of our operating Administrations have direct
responsibility to render assistance in any major national disaster without regard to
whether a formal request for a Presidential declaration of a major disaster has been
made. The FAA, FHWA and the Coast Guard can move immediately to save lives,
alleviate human suffering and minimize damages without waiting for a declaration of an
emergency. If an emergency is declared, these agencies can provide both funds and
technical assistance to begin the rebuilding process.

In addition, the Coast Guard just last year entered into an agreement with the
Navy expanding the Coast Guard's role in defense. The memorandum of agreement
signed by Secretary Dole and the Secretary of the Navy on March 7, 1984, affirmed the
results of studies which concluded that Coast Guard area commanders should be
assigned responsibility for coordinating and controlling Coastal and Harbor defense
operations along the U. S. coast. Their role, in peacetime, as Maritime Defense Zone
Commanders, is to carry out planning and training of Coast Guard and Navy forces
available for coastal defense. In wartime they shall serve as direct subordinates to the
Navy Fleet Commanders-in-Chief and shall be responsible for a broad range of missions
vital to coastal defense.

As you know, Secretary Dole is firmly committed to greater transportation
safety. Meeting that commitment means doing more to prevent accidents. We are
doing that -- through our highway safety initiatives, our air carrier inspection program,
our emphasis on boating safety and our work with the states on improved hazardous
materials safeguards. But our safety responsibilities extend just as surely to emergency
situations, and our ability to confine and control any disaster. Our transportation
system is essential to our economy, our commerce and our defense. Whatever impairs
it impedes our national ability to function effectively, to mobilize for the common
defense. So we cannot overstate the significance of what you do, and what you
contribute to the integrity of America's industrial base.
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