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In making its report six months later (January 29, 1970)
the Corson Committee noted, "The air traffic controller career
problems that gave rise to the establishment of this committee
have existed since the early sixtles. During the years since
then, these problems have been aggravated by the rapid growth
in alr traffic, delay in the resumption of controller recrult-
ment following its virtual discontinuance between 1963 and 1967,
and by the lack of positive efforts to diagnose the personnel
needs of the system and to meet them."

Secretary Volpe said today in assessing results since the
Committee report:

"I am particularly pleased to be able to report that we
are making better use of the skills of experienced air traffic
controllers by moving them into advanced control jobs more

rapidly.

"This action has the equally important benefit of enhancing
the career potential of the air traffic controller profession."”

Air traffic controllers previously had to serve mandatory
walting periods before promotion, regardless of qualification.

More than 1,300 controllers will begin receiving pay
increases next month as a result of the Civil Service Commission .
decision which permits the change in policy.

The new procedure applies to controllers at facilities that
will be upgraded as a result of increased workload. It also
affects developmental controllers who meet all the job proficiency
requirements for promotion to the two top pay levels but do not
meet the time-in-grade requirement.

Accelerated promotions will help alleviate the shortage of
Jjourneyman and near-journeyman control personnel in the busiest
air route traffic control centers and alrport towers by reducing
the time required to qualify for these positions.

, The new policy has been made possible by changes in the
FAA's air traffic controllers training program which has been
revised to improve the quality of training. When a controller
meets the proficlency requirements for promotion, the agency
can make an exception to the usual 12 month time-in-grade
requirements.
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A third contract for $386,477 is for modification to
provide the present Washington computer system with more
capaclty and to provide automation at the Atlanta center to
relieve the manual workload on controllers until the higher
capacity system becomes operational.

A fourth contract, a $5,368,881 award for computer soft-
ware, will provide a year of assistance for each center in
maintaining the interim national computer program, adapting
it to provide for additional operational requirements, while

continuing the development of the standard national computer
program.

The FAA Air Route Traffic Control Centers are responsible
for the control of ailrcraft operating under instrument flight
rules during the enroute portions of flight between terminal
areas. The enroute automation system is expected to be
operational at all 20 centers serving the domestic U.S. during
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In addition to coordinating departmental safety and consumer affairs pro-
grams, the new Assistant Secretary Secretary will coordinate the Department's
activities with those of other govermment agencies, the transportation
industries and the public.

Admiral Smith, who was born at Suttons Bay, Michigan, on May 14, 1910,
graduated from the U.S. Coast Guard Academy in 1933. His first assignment
was as a line officer aboard the Cutter SARANAC. He subsequently took flight
training at the Naval Air Stdation, Pensacola, and received his wings in June
1940. He was appointed Commmandant June 1, 1966. He is married and has two
children. '

"Four offices will support the new Assistant Secretary: Office of
Safety Program Coordination; Office of Consumer Affairs; Office of Hazardous
Materials; and Office of Pipeline Safety. The first two offices are new while
the latter two have been tramsferred from the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Systems Development and Technology.

Operational responsibilities in the National Highway Safety Bureau and
the various administrations within the Department remain unchanged. The
Departmenit of Transportation is responsible for safety in:all tramsportation
modes. : (’

The Department of Transportation Act provides for five Assistant
Secretaries. To allow for the mnew office, the position of the Assistant
Secretary for Public Affairs was eliminated. Functions of this office have
been transferred to an Office of Public Affairs and an Office of Congressional
Relations, which includes an Office of Intergovernmental Relations. These
offices report directly to the Secretary.

Other Assistant Secretaries are: Policy and International Affairs,

Environment and Urban Systems, Systems Development and Technology and
Administratiomn,
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Generally, the new standards are stated in terms of performance rather
than detailed spe01f1cat10ns, leaving industry free to develop improved
technological means of meetlng the required safety level.

The neW'standards replace interim ones adopted 'shortly after the
_ Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act was passed in August 1968.

The Department's Office of Pipeline Safety will conduct two-day regional.
orientation meetings later this year to discuss the gas pipeline safety
program in detail. At each’'meeting the first day and the second morning will
be limited to state agency personnel. Owners and operators of pipeline
facilities are invited for the second day's afternnon session.

Tentative dates are:

October 5 and 6, Houston, Texas -- Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico,
Oklahoma and Texas; '

October 8 and 9, San Franc1sco, California —- Alaska, Arizona,

California, Hawaii, Idaho Montana Nevada, Oregon, Utah and
Washington;

October 19 and 20, Atlanta, Georgia —- Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, Puerto Rico, South Carollna
‘and Tennessee;

October 22 and 23, Kansas City, Missouri -- Colorado, Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska,
North Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin and Wyoming;

Novenber 2 and 3, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania -- Delaware, District
of Columbia, Maryland New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsvlvanla, Virginia and

West Virginia; and

November 5 and 6, Boston, Massachusetts -—- Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island and Vermont.
_{.
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The ninth and tenth reportsaih the series were released on July 22.
They are: '

Mass Marketing of Property and Liability Insurance. A study reviewlng the
claimed advantages and disadvantages of various types of '"group'" or mass
merchandized auto insurance. Included in the report is an analysis of existing
legal and administrative barriers to the growth of group auto insurance.

GPO Catalog Number TD1.17: P94; $.75.

Causation, Culpability and Deterrence in Highway. Crashes. Two scholars in
the field of highway safety view the issue of driver fault in the light of the
available:scientific evidence dealing with driver behavior, causes of automobile
crashes and deterrents to hazardous driving. The analysis is set in the context
of a discussion of the state of the art of highway safety. GPO Catalog Number

TD1.17: H53; $1.00.
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In that position he was responsible for budget and legislative review for
the Departments of Transportation and Commerce, the Maritime Administration, the
Civil Aeronautics Board and the Interstate Commerce and Federal Maritime Commissions.

Boehner is a graduate of Boston College. He attended the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and received his master's degree from New York University.

He entered Federal service in 1946 with the Department of Commerce.
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Levels of concentration and distribution of air pollution.
Movement of vehicular traffic in and around the city.
Increased uée of pedestrian and bicycle transportation,
Ridership en public transportation facilities, taxis, etc.
Patronage of downtown business areas,

The Secretary said:

"I want to extend my enthusiastic commendation to the civic leaders
in the large cities where streets in shopping districts are being closed
to vehicular traffic during some of the busy hours of the day.

"Quite naturally I am especially interested in the experiment here
in Washington where a portion of F Street is to be closed to all automo-
bile traffic from 6:30 to 10:30 tonight. This is close at hand where we
can observe results and analyze them for the benefit of other metropolitan
centers which may choose to join in this effort to help clear the air,
reduce congestion and generally make our city centers into places of enjoy-
ment rather than places of problems.

"I sincerely hope other cities will join in this effort. I recommend
that' they do. I also offer the services of the Department of Transportation
to give them support and aid in every way that appears feasible. The resources
of the Department can be used to study the effects of these experimental traffic
bans. We can analyze the extent of the air pollution in the localities from
which the auto traffic is barred. We also can study the pollution in the
areas in which traffic is permitted to move normally and provide a reading
on what this experiment can promise in the way of meeting one of our most
serious problems. The Department's Office of Environment and Urban Systems
already has made preparations to assist in the analysis and distribution of
this data and will serve as a clearing house for other cities.

- more -









The Department's survey of the urban transportation planning
process is directed at city, metropolitan, regional and State planning
programs. More than 300 State and local agencies and officials have
responded to an extensive questionnaire distributed by the Depart-
ment of Transportation.

In Secretary Volpe's statement he announced that representatives
of the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Environment and Urban
Systems which is coordinating the survey, have visited Denver,

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle to present briefings on survey
results to date to various Federal, State and local officials. Briefings
for Chicago, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, St. Louis, Atlanta and Dallas
are scheduled for the week of August 31,

The briefings are aimed at getting a first-hand report on the
urban transportation planning process as seen by the State and local
officials who are most directly involved. Issues, findings and
developments in the survey to date are being discussed with local
elected officials, city managers, transportation planners, urban
planners and others who play a key role in the urban transportation
planning process.

In Chicago on August 31, Michael Cafferty, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Environment and Urban Systems will meet with the
Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission and in Milwaukee with the
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission. On September 1
in Minneapolis he will meet with the Metropolitan Council of the Twin
Cities Area and in St. Louis with the East West Gateway Coordinating
Council. In Atlanta he will meet with the Metropolitan Area Regional
Planning Commission and in Dallas with the North Central Texas
Council of Governments on September 2.
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"Increased discount fares might well provide some badly
needed revenue for the carriers, and there is scant cost
Justification for their present low level." '

In commenting on the appropriate taper of fares, the
Department states:

"The details of this matter, too, remain unsettled, but
there appears to be general agreement that while long-haul

fares have been in excess of costs, many short-haul fares have
failed to cover costs."
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