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Reports from the states, still coming in, show varying rates of decline
in traffic fatalities. They do not agree on which of the many safety
programs have contributed most to the improved highway safety. All of them,
however, credit the broad safety drive of the Federal Government with the
improved situation.

On the basis of figures in thus far the State of Kansas leads the
Nation with 13 percent reduction in highway fatalities below the figures
of 1969. Kansas, like all other states, has benefited from highway
improvement and other nationally applied programs such as vehicle safety
standards fixed by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. But
Kansas highway officials have applied 36 percent of their Federal grants-
in-aid to police traffic services resulting in 400 policemen trained, 122
speed measuring devices purchased and an increase of 19 percent in the
level of traffic law enforcement.

Secretary Volpe said that statistics available to the Department of
Transportation and its National Highway Traffic Safety Administration show
that all elements of the many-pronged traffic program have produced results.
He said that through the construction of improved highways, the application
of safety standards to automotive vehicles and with education and enforce-
ment programs applicable to the driver, the Transportation Department's
programs have attacked the safety problem on all fronts.

"These programs already have produced heartening results," he said,
"and with new emphasis on programs such as those relating to alcohol abuses
we can expect even more satisfying results in the future. I have great
confidence that the corner has been turned in our safety drive and that we
are on our way to ridding the Nation of a great part of the tragic highway
death toll1."

At the present time more than 30,000 miles of the 42,500-mile Interstate
Highway System has been completed. Federal Highway Administration statistics
show that one life is saved annually for every five miles of the Interstate
System opened to traffic. On the basis of these statistics, 8,000 persons
who might have died annually in highway crashes will continue to live when
the system is complete.

Furthermore, evidence is being compiled that with the introduction of
breakaway sign posts and energy absorbing barriers the 1ife saving capacity
of modern highways is being increased substantially. These safety features
now are mandatory on all high-speed Federal-aid highways and with programs
for the elimination of traffic hazards on other highways, road construction
promises growing contributions to the reduction of highway fatalities.
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and improve their service. The legislation is designed to reverse the trend
of decreasing public transit passengers. From 1950 to 1967 public transit
passengers declined by 50 percent and the number of public tramsit vehicles
dropped from 87,000 to 58,000. In addition, the financial condition of
operators moved from a position of a $66 million operating surplus to a $67
million operating deficit.

3. Rail Passenger Service Act of 1970: During the Sixties, intercity
railroad passenger service steadily declined. The number of passenger trains
dropped from about 1500 to fewer than 400. This Act creates the National
Rail Passenger Service Corporation to provide optimum passenger service over
a basic route structure determined by the Secretary of Transportation. A
Federal appropriation of $40 million permits the Corporation to organize and
begin operations. The Secretary was authorized to guarantee loans of up to
$100 million for the purchase of rolling stock and other improvements and up
to $200 million to assist participating railroads.

4, Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1970: 1In addition to enabling the
Department to complete the national system of Interstate and Defense Highways,
this bill provides the tools to meet the social challenges related to high-
way construction, For the first time money from the Highway Trust Fund will
be spent for purposes other than the direct design and construction of roads.
The Act gives new support to highway safety by assuring financing of
campaigns against such menaces as the drunk driver. It authorizes the
Secretary to conduct a training program for the disadvantaged and to bring them
into the job market as skilled highway construction employees. It enables the
Department to bring the highway beautification program back on track and puts
new emphasis on billboard and junkyard control. The Act encourages extended
use of the idea of exclusive bus lanes and permits Federal participation in
improving city streets. Perhaps most importantly, it sets up environmental
protection guidelines to be followed in building of highways -— guidelines
that will supplement the current program under which the Federal Highway
. Administration devotes more than 10 percent of its fiscal resources to
environmental enhancement and control.

5. Federal Railroad Safety Act of 1970: This Act establiishes broad,
but clear-cut authority for the Secretary of Transportation to set and enforce
safety standards for the railroads. It enables him to control shipments of
hazardous materials and directs him to establish a central reporting system
for hazardous materials and firefighting personnel faced with emergencies.

It gives new impetus to improving protection at grade crossings, where the
death to injury ratio reached 1500 to 3000. It also establishes a Federal-
State working arrangement similar to that which has worked so well in giving
America her fine highway system.
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speaker for the first day will be Secor D. Browne, Chairman
of the Civil Aeronautics Board; second day luncheon speaker
will be Russell E. Train, Chairman of the Council of
Environmental Quality.

Nearly 50 technical reports have been submitted by
government, industry, metropolitan and university experts on
such subjects as noise, air pollution and environmental :
planning and community action, These reports have been summarized’
by subject areas and will be presented orally at simultaneous
morning sessions during the first two days. of the conference,
Afternoon meetings will be devoted to informal, off-the-record
discussions of the contributing reports from which observations,
conclusions and recommendations will be developed for the plenary
session the final day of the conference,

’

The plenary session will provide the means for finalizing
a single set of summaries and conclusions for the entire
conference. These will emphasize future action programs and
cooperation among federal, state and local governments and the
aviation community,

Co-general chairmen of the conference are Charles R. Foster,
Director of the Office of Noise Abatement, Department of
Transportation, and Frank Kolk, Vice President of Development
Engineering, American Airlines. Robert L. Paullin, Chief of
the Regulatory Policy and Standards Division of the Office of
Noise Abatement, is chairman of the Technical Program Planning
Committee, H. L. Brock is president of the Society of Automotive
Engineers.

Advance reservations for the conference, which will be
held at the Sheraton Park Hotel, may be made through the Society
of Automotive Engineers, Department 223, Two Pennsylvania Plaza,
New: York, New York 10001,

Members of the news media who wish to attend any of the
discussions and/or the luncheons should register at the Press
Center in the Sheraton-Park Hotel on February 8. Credentials
and luncheon tickets will be issued at that time, : o
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According to the student air travel executive order issued by the
O0ffice of the Chancellor of California State Colleges on October 21, 1969,
aircraft may be chartered only from:

* Scheduled air carriers and supplemental air carriers certificated
by the Civil Aeronautics Board.

* Commercial operators of large aircraft certificated by the Federal
Aviation Administration.

In addition, military flights are permitted only for properly
authorized Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) training.
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