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T r a f f i c  Volume Trends - September 1981 

Based on pre l iminary  r e p o r t s  from t h e  S t a t e  highway agencies ,  t r a v e l  
dur ing  September 1981 on a l l  roads  and s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  na t ion  increased  by 
2.7 percent  as compared t o  September 1980, r e s u l t i n g  i n  es t imated  t r a v e l  
f o r  t h e  month a t  130,237 mi l l ion  veh ic l e  mi les ,  This  t o t a l  i nc ludes  46,220 
mi l l ion  veh ic l e  mi les  on main r u r a l  roads ,  12,164 m i l l i o n  v e h i c l e  miles on 
o t h e r  r u r a l  roads,  and 71,853 mi l l ion  v e h i c l e  mi les  on c i t y  s t r e e t s .  

Travel  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  month a s  we l l  a s  t h e  cumulative yea r ly  t o t a l  on main 
r u r a l  roads  and f o r  a l l  roads  and q t r e e t s  is shown below. S imi la r  t o t a l s  
f o r  each year  s i n c e  1970 a r e  a l s o  included. 

Travel  i n  Mi l l ions  

Main Rural  Roads A l l  Roads and S t r e e t s  
September Year To Date September Year To Date * 

1970 35839 313166 95254 8444 16 

1971 37626 329547 101290 892020 

T r a f f i c  Volume Trends is a monthly r e p o r t  prepared by t h e  Planning Se rv ices  
Branch, Highway S t a t i s t i c s  Divis ion ,  based on hourly t r a f f i c  count  da ta .  
These da ta ,  c o l l e c t e d  a t  approximately 4,000 continuous t r a f f i c  counting 
l o c a t i o n s  nationwide, a r e  used t o  determine t h e  percent  change i n  t r a f f i c  
f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  month compared t o  t h e  same month i n  t h e  previous  year ,  
This  percent  change is appl ied  t o  t h e  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  same per iod  i n  t h e  
previous  year  t o  ob ta in  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  period.  

For e x t r a  copies ,  o r  t o  be put  on t h e  monthly mail ing list, con tac t :  

Federa l  Highway A 
Highway S t a t i s t i c  
400 7 t h  S t . ,  SW 

I 

I Washington, D.C. 
Phone (202) 426-0 

I 

I 

[min i s t r a t ion  
r Divis ion ,  Rm 3300 
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TAELE 1.-SUMMARY BY ROAC CLASS AND BY GECCRPPHIC AREA 

-------------------------------------*--------y--------------------------------*--------------------------------------------*------ 

a PKELIMINARY DATA FOR SEPTGHBER m REVISED DATA FOR AUGUST *-----------------------------------------------*----------------------------------------------- 
t VEHICLE-MILES * * VEHICLE-MILES * 
L ( B I L L I O N S )  ' PERCENTbGF * 
'---------------------------------I 

f H I L L I O N S l  * PERCENTAGE 
CHANGE E - .................................. S CHANGE 

1 1981 I 1 9 8 2  I I 1 9 8 1  I 1 9 8 0  I 

----------*-------c----------------*----------------*------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

CLASS OF RDAOP ALL STATES: I II I I 1 I . ' R A I R R U R A L R O A D S - * . . . . . . . . . , . * '  46922C 4 3 1 7 4 5  5.7 ' 52,711 ' 50,915 ' 3.5 
* . ' LOCAL RURAL ROADS.............. 1 2 1 1 6 4  11'9CB 2.1 * 1 2 ~ 8 9 2  ' 1 2 1 7 3 5  1.2 
' * ' ALL RURAL RUADS*............... 5 8 r 3 8 4  5 5 ~ 6 5 4  4.9 ' 65,603 6 3 r b 5 0  ' 3.1 
I ' = CITY STREETS........*.....****. 71,653 7 1 1 1  * 2  1.1 ' 77.242 ' 7 5 1 3 1 6  ' 2.6 

' ' A L L R O A O S A N R S T R E E T S . . . * . * . . . . '  13t ,237  126.756 2.7 * 142,845 ' 138.966 ' 2.8 
I I * I I * 

4 8  STATES (MAIN RURAL ONLY 1: * I n m I I . . EASTERN REGION... ..............' 15,684 1 4 r 9 5 3  5.2 * 18**J74 ' 17,544 ' 3. * 
' . ' CENTRAL REGION................. 2 2 1 4 0 0  2 1 r Z Y I  5.5 ' 2 5 t Q 6 8  2 4 ~ 6 2 3  ' 3.4 

WESTERN REGION.v..***......m. ' 7 r 9 C 4  ' 7,372 * 7.2 * 8.914 ' 8.495 ' 4.9 
I 8 I * I I . TOTAL.....*.*...,......*' 45.98E * 43,526 5 1 7  * 52,456 ' 5 B t 6 6 2  ' 3.5 -----------------------------------.----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------* 

TAeLE 2.-CHAWGES ON MAIN RURAL ROADS BY STATES 

------------------------------*---*------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

* SEPTEMEER + AUGtST I I e SE PTECIBER 8 
I 8  

AUGUST 
' CPRELIMI hARY f ( I E V I S E O )  

D I V I S I O N  AND STATE *-------------------------------------------'I 
' (PRELIHINARY 1 * (REVISED) 

O I V r S I O N  AND STATE *------------------------------------------- 
* NUMBER ' PER- * hUHBE4 

I PER- :; NUMBER ' PER- * NUMBER * PtH-  
' OF ' CENTAGE ' OF ' CENTAGE ' DF ' CENTAGE ' OF * CENTAGE 

STATIONS ' CHANGE STATlnYS * CHANGE * '  ' STATIONS * CHANGE ' STATIONS ' CHAhGE 
- - - * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * 1 - - - - - - . - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - * - - - * - - - - - - - - - - - - * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

NEW EAGLANO: I t I I "EAST SOUTH CEhTRAL: * 0 1 s 
CRNNECTICUI.......' 5 * 2 I 5 ' 2.8 I. ALABAMA...........' 5 1  * 4 1 0  : 2 .8  . ' " - '  MAINE.............' 23 4.6 2 3  I 1.8 KENTUCKY..........' - I 

k.5 . MASSACHUSETTS..... * . '  . ,  4 S.2 * '  MISSISSIPPI*..r... ' 3 9  4 . 9 '  36  . 3.2 . .  NEW HAMPSHIRE.....' . "  TENNESSEE.........' 2 8  . 5.1 ' 2 9  I 2.3 
8 -  1 RHODE ISLAND.. . . . ." '  - II I I I L . .  VERPONT...........' 3 6  4 . 4 '  3 8  r - 3  "WEST WORTH CENTRAL: ' e * I 

: I t I a ' * " IOWk.*.....*...*..' 3 5  4.5 3 6  2.1 
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: * B I t " KANSAS...**.....*.' 65  * 5.4 ' 6 1  * 3.4 ' - 1 ' ' . . .  NEW JERSEY........' . *  YINYESOTA.........' 3 6  5 . 0 '  3 5  - ~ . 4  

' ' . " ' * ' NEW YURK..........' 2 7  5.7 29 4.1 FISZOURIr.*....*..* 7 1  6.1 7 1  4.3 
* * ' ' ' PENLSYLVANIA......' 5C 2.8 5 1  1.1 " NCBRASKA..........' 2 0  6.5 22 3 . 2  

I e I " NORTH DAKOTA......' 2 7  * 7.7 * 3 1  f 4.2 
' . * SOUTH ATLANTIC I * I t " SOUTH DAKOTA......* 3 5  5.2 3 6  2.3 

(NIIETH : t I t v I I I I * • 

DELAWARE..........' 12  I 4.6 I 1 3  ' 2.7 "WEST SOUTH CENTRAL: ' I 
MARYLAND. . , . . . . . . . * - '  I - 9 . "  ARKANSAS.r........* - 9  

VIRGINIA..*.......' . '  2.8 * . *  2 . 8 "  LRUISIANA.........' . *  
* ' . UESJVIRGINIA~. . . . '  1 1E. I  2 4  * 1 . 0 "  OKLbHOMA..r....t..' 2 9  

8 s I ' . " TEXAS......-..*...' 117  
SOUTH ATLANTIC * I I I s I t I 

( SOUTH 2 i * t I s I ' 'NCCNTAIN: 
FLPRIDA...........' . .  . *  2 * 1C.7 " ARIZONA...........' 1 9  ' 

' ' " ' GEORGIA....**...*.' 22  E . 1  22 ' 4.4 EOLORADO*.r.......' 4 2  
* ' " 1 NORTH CAROLINA....' 4 7  7.2 4 6  * 1 . ~  IDAHO..*.......*.*' 6 1  

- '  " - '  SDUlHCAROLINA....' . '  11 I L.3 MONTANA.w.........' 
8 t I I . " NNFV/OA............* 2 8  

EAST AORTH CENTRAL: ' I I I " NFW IEXICC*..*....' 2 2  * 
' ' " - '  ILLINOIS**........' 3 4  6.2 1 5  ' 1.1 UTAH..............' 
' .' - *  INDIANA...r.....*.' 2 1  9 2 1  ' C.2 WYOMING.r.......m.' . .  MICHIGAN*.........' - ' 5 5  L.6 ' 9  s v 

' ' OHIO....*......*..' 1 6  ' C.8 I b  C.8 * ' P b t f F I C :  * I 

* * ' WISCONSIN.........' 4 1  4 . 3  4 1  ' E.5 " CALfFORNIA..r.....' 1 4  
-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -*- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -**  . 

I - 8 
GREGON...*.*.*....' 1 2  . .  ALASKA............' . "  UASHINGTON.*......' 8 ' 

HAWAII............' 3 I 5 . 2 '  3 ' e C . 3  " I I 
--------------------------*-----------------------------*---*--------------------------------------- 

NOTE: 1-RURAL MILEAGE OF EACH PAJOR TRLL ROUTE I S  CONSIDERED AS ENE OR MDRE STATIONS* DEPENDI NG ON STATES' METHOV OF REPORTING. 

2-WHERE T M  NUHBER OF STATIONS I S  SH(IHN AS A DASP Ah0 h VALUE FOR PERCEHTdGE CHANGE I S  INDICATEO, THE LATTER VALUE I S  
BASED ON A STATEHIBE ESTIMATE PPCVIDEO EY THE HEGHWAY AGENGY DETERMINED FROM EXTENSIVE TRAFFlC SAMPLING SURVEYS. 

3 4 H E R E  THE NUMBER OF STATION' ltNU THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE SHOWN AS DASHES, SUFFICIENT INFURMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE 
TO DETERMlNE AN ESTIMATE. 
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US. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Highway 
Administration 
400 Seventh St., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Official Business 
Penalty for Private Use $300 

Postage and Fees Paid 
Federal Highway 
Administration 
DOT 512 


