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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - September 1979 

Based on preliminary r e p o r t s  from t h e  s t a t e  highway agencies ,  t r a v e l  
during September 1979 on a l l  roads and s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  decreased by 
- 2 . 7  percent  a s  compared t o  September 1978, r e s u l t i n g  i n  es t imated  t r a v e l  
f o r  t he  month a t  126,439 m i l l i o n  veh ic l e  miles.  This  t o t a l  inc ludes  
45,135 mi l l i on  vehic le  mi les  on main r u r a l  roads,  12,826 m i l l i o n  veh ic l e  

1 

miles on o t h e r  r u r a l  roads,  and 68,478 mi l l i on  v e h i c l e  mi les  on c i t y  
s t r e e t s ,  

t 

Travel  f o r  t h e  cur rent  month as w e l l  a s  t h e  cumulative y e a r l y  t o t a l  on 
main r u r a l  roads and f o r  a l l  roads and streets is  shown below. S imi l a r  
t o t a l s  f o r  each year  s i n c e  1970 a r e  a l s o  included. 

TRAVEL IN MILLIONS 

Main Rural Roads A l l  Roads and S t r e e t s  
September Year t o  Date September Year t o  Date 

T r a f f i c  Volume Trends i s  a monthly r epor t  prepared by t h e  Planning Serv ices  
Branch, Highway S t a t i s t i c s  Division,  based on hourly t r a f f i c  count da ta .  
These da ta ,  c o l l e c t e d  a t  approximately 4,000 continuous t r a f f i c  counting 
l o c a t i o n s  nationwide, a r e  used t o  determine t h e  percent  change i n  t r a f f i c  
f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  month compared t o  t h e  same month i n  t h e  previous year .  
This percent  change is  appl ied  t o  t h e  t r a v e l  f o r  the  same per iod  i n  t h e  
previous year  t o  o b t a i n  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  period.  " 

For e x t r a  copies ,  o r  t o  be put  on t h e  monthly mail ing list, contac t :  

Federal  Highway Administrat ion 
Off ice  of Publ ic  A f f a i r s ,  Room 4208 
400 7 th  S t r e e t ,  SW. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
Phone (202) 426-0677. 













TABLE 1.-SUNNARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY 6EOGRAPHlC AREA 
1 

- - - - - C C - - - * - - - - L - - * - - - - - - * - - * ~ - - - ~ - - - - - - - * * - - - _ - _ -  

a PREtIUlNARY DATA FOR SEPTEHBER 1 REVISED DATA FOR AUGUST 
*-------r--*-------------*--------*-------------*--------*-------v-.----*-*--------------------- 

VEHICLE-MILES 1 n VEHICLE-MILES r 
* {RILLIONSI  * PERCENTAGE * IMILLIONS) * PERCENTAGE 
~--------------------------,-------e CHANGE *--------------"----------------* CHANGE 
I 1979  1978 I I 1979 I 1978 I 

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ - C - - - ~ - - - ~ - - - ~ - - - - - - - - ~ ~ - * * * _ - - -  

CLASS OF ROAD* ALL STATES: * I I I I I 

HA IN RURAL ROADS.......^.......' 451135 a 471370 I -4.7 I 521290 * 51.952 * -4.8 
LOCAL RURAL OOIDS..r......*r... * 12,626 * 131222 ' -3.0 * l 4 + 0 8 0  * 141138 . -2.5 
ALL RURAL ROADS.r...r.m....m.r. * 5 7 - 9 6 1  * 60,592 1 '4.3 * 6 6 ~ 3 7 1  1 69,390 I -4.4 
CITY STREETf......or*..m.r.... ' 681478 * 691325 * -1.2 * 711139 I 738304 I -3.0 
ALL ROADS AND STREETS......m... ' l 2 6 0 + 3 9  . 1299917 ' -2.7 * 1370509  * 142,695 ' -3.6 

)I I * * 1 I * 
45 STATES tMhrN RURAL ONLY): I a I t * I 

EASTERN REGIOY.*.......*m...r.. * 15,774 ' 161839 ' -6.3 * 1 8 t 5 5 3  I 19,619 * -5.4 
* * . I a CENTRALREGION..-.......*..*...' 21.944 22.787 -3.7 211976 260166  -4.6 a 

WESTERN REGION*..r...m.....*..+ • 7,137 * 7 ~ 4 3 3  * -4.5 ' 8.449 * 81519 ' -4.2 
a r a I @ t 

TOTAL....wr.em.n........' 14,855 1 471099 * 4 8  * 5 1 ~ 9 7 8  * 54.621 ' "q.8 
-----------l----------------------------*-------------------------------------------"-------------**----------*------**----------- 

I 

TABLE 2.-CHAYGES ON MAIN RURAL ROADS BY STATES 

----------C-_--_---------------*---*------------------*--------~------------*---*-------------------*"----------------------------- 
I SEPTEUBER * AUGUST 11 I SEPTEMBER * AUGUST 

(PRELXMIWARYI * (REVISED) (PRELIMINARY) * (REVISED) *I 

3JVIS10N &No STATE 8 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - d - - - - - I  Q t V I s I 3 N  4ND STATE I--------------'---------------------------- 
NUMBER 8 PER- * NUMBER * PER- " NUMBER * PER- * NUMBER * PER- 

* OF mCENT&GE * OF 'CENTAGE " * OF :CENTAGE 1 DF 'CENTAGE 
* STATIONS * CHANGE STATIONS * CHANGE * *  * STATIONS CHANGE STATIONS ' CHANGE 

----------*"-,,--,,--*-----*------------*------*--------------~--*I-------------*------------------------*---**---*--------*----*-- 

NEU ENGLAHD: 1 I I 
I * * E A S T  SOUTH CENTRALS @ I t I 

CONNECTlCUT . . . . . . * * . .  - *  6 * - 7 . q  9. ALLIBA~A.*..*....m.* 4 7  * - 3 . 6  * 52 ' - 3 . 6  ' -  * . -  1 * -  " NAlNE.............' 2 0  a .  7.3 21  7.2 KEN7UCKY.....*a*.a' 3 7  3.2 37 4.8 
MASSACHUSETTS.....* b I .  9.7 ' b ' .  7.2 *I MISSISSIPPl..o*r..' 42  * .  4 * 50 I .  3.8 

* - YEW HANPSHIREo....' . *  - *  59 . .  6.3 * '  TENNESSFE.....r...* 33 I -  4.0 33 2.2 
QHODEISLAND.....r* - *  - I - I* I 0 I I . .  
VERLONT...... 39 5.1 38 6.0 "UEST NORTH CENTRALZ * * * ...... * -  ' - . 

I * + I * l *  36 1 - 2 . 8  * 36 ' - 6 . 3  
RIDDLE ATLANTIC t ' I I I " KAHSAS..r..r...*m** 6 7  ' 4 2  * 70 * - 5 . 9  

a - HEY JERSEY..r....r' . .  - *  15 0 .  5.1 " NINNESOTA...,r....' 29  ' -  4 4  30 5.9 
a * -  " - * - . .  e * * a ' * ' .' YEW YORKa.........' 2 8  8.5 20  8.0 HlSSDURI.m....*...* 73 5.1 74 5.9 . I ' PENNSYLVANlA..r+..' 52 

I I 
' 5 . 3  * 5 2  * - 8 . 4  .. NEBRASKA.........r* 1 7  5 4  19 - 9 . 6  

NDRTHDAKOTA......* 3 1  - 6 . 2  3 1  - 6 . 8  
SOUTH AT)ANTlC ; s v v .* SOUTH OAUOT&.s....~ 35 I .  7.6 ' 35 * -II.+ 

(NOR'IHl. I e a I S  I * * * 
DELIWARE..........* 13 -5 .8  1 8  -4 .3  "dESTSOJTHCENTRAL l *  8 

* . 
8 * . 

a ' * I ' * *  fl&RYLAHD.*...wrr..' 32 . 1 3 2  - 2 . 1  ARKANSAS..r.......' 2 0  - 3 . 3  25  -4 .2  
VIRGINIA..........' - .  - 2 . 5  ' - .  - 4 . 2  "  LOUISIANA.........^ - *  - ' 44 * 0.1 
YEST VlRGIMIh.w...* - '  s - * . "  OKLAHOMA..r.......* . '  - * 34 * 0.8 

* * I I " TEXAS..........r..* 118 ' -  1.2 I 118 ' .  2.1 
I # I v SOUTHATLANTXC * * I I * 

tS0UTH) l  I 1 * * *'NOUNTAIY L I 
* * * - . - FLORIDA...........* 1 7  8 -  8.9 * 14 - 3.9 *. ARIZQHA.....W..~..* 19 2.0 18 3.1 

GEORElA..**~.rm,..* - * ' .  I * -  I - * - ' *  COLORADO...m...r..' 4 1  2.6 42 4.5 
NOKTH CARDLINA....' 4 3  ' .  4.3 8 4 6  . .  6.1 '. IDAHD..*****.r..r.* . '  - ' 6 1  * - 6.8 - I - SOUTH EARDLIYA....* I 0  1 -13.3 ' 1 0  ' -  3.4 " MOMTAYA.~...r~..*.* 2 3  4.3 26 6.7 

I I v I *. NEYIOL.r..........' 2 8  ' .  3.7 * 28  . -  6.4 
EAST NORTH CENrRALt * I a * '  NEW ~EXICD.......** . '  - 30 * - 5 . 9  . .  . .  . .  XLLINDlS.....r..mc* . .  32 7.3 " UTAH...w..e.....o.* - * 46 * - 5 . 0  ' . ' .. * a ' fNQIAHAmrr.......e* 22 3 6  22 - 5 . 6  WYOUINC...w....*..' 3 7  - 0 . 4  36 - 3 . 8  

MICHIGAN*......*..' 6 0  5.C 60 5.3 * I I * . .  . -  * *I 

OHIO.....r....m...' 17 4.2 1 9  5.7 "PACIFICZ * * * ' - . .  ' ' ' ' * .. HlSCONSXN.r....e..' 46 . -3.9 4 6  - 6 . 2  C&LIFJRNIA........* 1 6  - 2 . 9  I 6  - 1 . 6  
-------,--,---*-,--------------w---------------------------------~* OREGOY..m*..*.r...* - *  I - I 

ALASKA*......r....* . * *  . . I 
- - I YASHIYGTON.m...*..* 11 " 5 . 5  24  '6.6 . .  

HAUAlI.r.e........* 3 4 3 4.1 1 I 
* 1 ' . ' -  .' 

----------------.-*--*--------------------*-------------------------*-*--------------*-*-----"*-*--*-------------------*-----*---- 

MOTE: 1-RURAL WILEAGE OF EACH MAJOR TOLL UOUrE I S  CONSIDERED AS ONE OR #ORE STATIONS* DEPENDING I N  STATES* METHOD OF REPDRTING- 

2-WERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS I S  SdOHN AS A DASH AMD A VALUE FOR PEPCEqTAtE CHANGE I S  INDICATEOI THE LATTER VALUE I S  
D BASED ON A STIrEUIDE ESTXMLTE PRJVIDED 3Y THE HtGMWAY AtENGY DETERHlWEa FRO# EXTENSIVE T iAFFlC SkHPLIMG SURVEVS. 

3-YHERE THE NUMBER OF STAT10YS AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE SHDUN AS DASHES* SUFFICIENT IYFORMATION HAS NOT hVAILABLE 
TO DETERnlNE AN ESTIMATE. 
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