
A $19,485,016 grant to assist in the purchase of 185 new
45-passenger buses for the City of Netv Orleans' transit system
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$19 MILLION TD NW ORLEANS 
FOR TR2\NSIT IMPROVEMENTS

Ten of the buses will be equipped v/itii vrlieelchair lifts for 
use by handicapped and elderly persons. Tlie grant also will be 
used to purchase spare parts, 510 registering fareboxes and a 
coin collection system.

was announced today by tlie U.S. Department of Transportation.

Richard S. Page, Administrator of the Department's Urban Mass 
Transportation Administration, noted that the most conspicuous 
need of mass transit in New Orleans is for new veliicles. The 
185 buses being replaced are all over 13 years old and have a high 
number of miles on them. "Excessive repairs in recent years Iiave 
jeopardized the dependability and attractiveness of mass transit 
in tire area," Page added.

A local source for additional information is Mr. Dean Bell, 
Transit Administrator, City of New Orleans, 1300 Perdido Street, 
New Orleans, La. 70112, (504) 586-3807. (LA-03-0015)

The new fare collection system made possible by tlie grant 
will replace the existing outdated system. The registering fareboxes 
will have a special lock design that will reduce the time needed to 
handle iraney by bus operators. These fareboxes vzill also provide 
paBspnger and fare counts viiich will aid local transit autliorities 
in monitoring patronage on various routes.
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