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Travel on all roads and streets is 
I 

I I 

I up by 1.6 percent for October 1998 
I as compared to October 1997. 
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Traffic Volume Trends - October 1998 

Based on preliminary reports from the State Highway Agencies, travel during October 1 998 
I on all roads and streets in the nation increased by 1.6 percent as compared to October 1997 

resulting in estimated travel for the month at 224.7 billion vehicle-miles. This total includes 
89.4 billion vehicle-miles on rural roads and 135.4 billion vehicle-miles on urban roads 
and streets. 

Travel for the current month as well the cumulative yearly total on all roads and streets is shown 
below. Similar totals for each year since 1970 are also included. 

Travel in Millions 
All Roads and Streets 

Year October Year to Date 
1970 96,317 940,733 
1971 1 02,525 994,545 
1 972 108,841 1,066,533 
1973 I 1  3,089 1 ,I 05,050 
1974 112,572 1,079,482 
1975 115,250 1 ,I 15,139 
1976 121,210 1,183,136 
1977 127,388 1,228,665 
1978 1 32,930 1,299,926 
1979 131,619 1,282,526 
1980 132,615 1,272,638 
1981 133,216 1,301,044 
1982 138,780 1,338,281 
1983 144,044 1,385,632 
1984 147,610 1,443,403 
1985 154,587 1,492,306 
1986 1 59,434 1,540,799 
1987 166,836 1,613,072 
1988 175,478 1,697,830 
1989 1 82,583 1,769,776 
1990 182,634 1,807,316 
1991 188,445 1,829,739 
1992 1 94,836 1,888,773 

1 

1993 197,793 1,927,555 . 

1994 202,864 1,974,427 
1995 206,745 2,035,303 
1996 21 5,654 2,081,096 
1997 221,219 2,150,629 
1998 224,660 2,195,946 

I 

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report based on hourly traffic count data. These data, collected at 
approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent 
change in traffic for the current month compared to the same month in the previous year. This percent 
change is applied to the travel for the same month of the previous year to obtain an estimate of travel for 
the current month. 

I 

I For additional information: 
E Travel Monitoring Division 

Federal Highway Administration 
400 7th Street, S.W., Room 3300, HPM-30 
Washington, DC 20590 

Phone (202) 366-01 75 
FAX (202) 366-7742 





P 

Federal Highway Administration 
Office of Highway Information Management 
400 7th Street S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

I 

Table 1 - Estimated lndividual Monthly Motor Vehicle Travel In The United States 
Month 

Table 2 - Estimated Cumulative Monthly Motor Vehicle Travel In The United States 
Month 

System JAN FEB 1 MAR / APRIL 1 MAY I JUNE I JULY / AUG I SEP I OCT / NOV I DEC 

System 

I 1998 Cumulative Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 1 

1997 lndividual Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

JAN 1 FEB I MAR / APRIL / MAY I JUNE I JULY I AUG 1 SEP / OCT 1 NOV I DEC 

1997 Cumulative Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

* System entries may not add to give "All Systems" total due to rounding. 
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29.9 

70.9 

211.3 

93.3 

151.4 

146.0 
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1045.0 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 
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Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arteriai 

Other Urban 
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5.0 

3.2 

1.7 
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0.3 

-0.1 
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3.2 

425 
4.2 

19.6 

31.3 

29.8 

30.3 

71.0 

211.5 

16.8 

27.6 

26.1 

27.0 

63.2 

187.0 
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Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 
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Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 
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241 .O 
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2.0 

x! 
3.0 

22.4 
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31.7 
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0.9 

0.5 

I3 
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4.7 

3.2 
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1.4 

2-Q 
2.1 

1.2 
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4.5 

3.0 

1.6 
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l.3 
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1.8 
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2.9 

2.0 
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2.7 

U 
2.8 

1.6 

1.4 

0.3 

1.6 

1.6 

Q& 
1.3 

6.1 

4.1 

2.0 

3.0 

1.6 

LC? 
2.7 

3.6 

2.9 

1.6 

0.8 

0.5 

l.9 
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Table 3 - Changes On Rural Arterial Roads By Region and State 

Region and State 

I 

1 

I North Central 

9 

1 

South Dakota 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Note: Where Number of Stations are shown as dashes, the values for Vehicle-Miles and Percent Change are 
I derived from the estimated VMT based on data from surrounding States or the Nationwide average VMT. 
I 

September October 

Percent 
Change 

Number 
of 

Stations 

Percent 
Change 

Number 
a f 

Stations 

Vehicle-Miles 
(Millions) 

1998 
(Revised) 

Vehicle-Miles 
(Millions) 

1997 1998 
(Preliminary) 

1997 





FIGURE 1 - MOVING 12-MONTH TOTAL ON ALL HIGHWAYS 
\ 

YEAR 





FIGURE 2 TRAVEL ON U.S. HIGHWAYS BY MONTH 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

TRAVEL MONTH 

1996 1997 1998 





Traffic Volume Trends Rural* 

Estimated Vehicle Miles (Millions) and Percent Change from Same Period Previous Year 
(Includes Preliminary Data for October 1998) 

All Svstems %: 

Jan 190,126 3.6 

Feb 183,950 4.2 

Mar 211.952 3.8 

Q1 52,173 3.4 

.Apr 19,718 4.5 

1st Half 11 4,384 3.5 1st Haff 186,345 3.3 1st Half 178,350 6.0 1st Half 479,079 4.3 1st Half 1,245,653 

Jul 23,023 2.2 Jul 38,815 6.9 Jul 34,582 6.3 Jut 96,420 5.6 Jul 236,713 5.2 

Total Rurd 36 

Jan 70,270 4.6 

Feb 68,830 5.8 

Mar 81.103 5.2 

May 21,360 5.1 

Jun 21.133 1.2 

Q2 62,213 3.6 

Year 240,121 3.3 1 Year 391,481 3.3 [ Year 368,317 5.6 1 Year 999,919 4.2 1 Year 2,560,370 3.1 1 
I 

Other Rural % 

Jan 26,661 6.3 

Feb 25,921 8.8 

Mar 30.052 6.6 

Rural Interstate % 

Jan 16,442 2.1 

Feb 16,130 3.2 

Mar 19.601 4.6 

Q1 85,396 4.4 

Apr 31,127 1 .1 

Year - 1998 I 

Rural Other Arterial % 

Jan 27,167 4.3 

Feb 26,779 4.7 

Mar 31.450 4.2 

May 34,919 3.3 

Jun 34.903 2.7 

Q2 100,949 2.4 

Q1 82,634 7.2 

Apr 30,286 5.3 

May 33,038 5.6 

Jun 32.392 3.9 

Q2 95,716 4.9 

Q1 220,203 5.2 

Apr 81,131 3.5 

I 

I 

I 
I I 

I 

Ql 586,028 3.9 

Apr 21 1,290 2.9 

May 89,317 4.6 

Jun 88.428 2.8 

3.6 Q2 258,876 

!May 22,450 5.1 lMay 35,950 3.0 ,May 33,599 1.7 lMay 91,999 3.0 lMay 229,819 1.7, 

Qther Rural % 

Jan 27,758 4.1 

Feb 26,102 0.7 

Mar 29.777 -0.9 

Q1 83,637 1.2 

Apr 31 ,I 87 3.0 

Rural Interstate 5% 

Jan 17,724 7.8 

Feb 16,827 4.3 

Mar 19.612 0.1 

Q1 54,163 3.8 

Apr 21,290 8.0 

Total Rural d All Systems % 

May 226,081 

Jun 222.254 

Q2 659,625 

::: 1 
3.2 

Rural Other Arterial 5% 

Jan 28,606 5.3 

Feb 27,589 3.0 

Mar 31.297 -0.5 

Q1 87,492 2.5 

Apr 32,782 5.3 

Jan 74,088 5.4 

Feb 70,518 2.5 

Mar 80.686 -0.5 

Q1 225,292 2.3 

Apr 85,259 5.1 

t * Table 9B Rural 

Jun 21.824 3.3 

Q2 65,564 5.4 

1 st Half 11 9,727 4.7 

Jul 24,159 4.9 

Aug 23,659 1.6 

Sep 20.961 6.1 

Q3 68,779 4.1 

3 Qs 188,506 4.5 

Oct 21,498 3.6 

NOV Q - 
Dec Q - 

0 4  21,498 3.6 

2nd Half 90,277 4.0 

Year 210,004 4.4 

Jan 198,157 4.2 

Feb 186,955 1.6 

Mar 211.519 -0.2 

Q1 596,631 1.8 

Apr 218,589 3.5 

Jun 36.047 3.3 

Q2 104,779 3.8 

1st Half 192,271 3.2 

Jul 39,943 2.9 

Aug 38,159 1.4 

Sep 34.790 4.1 

Q3 112,892 2.8 

3 Qs 305,163 3.0 

Oct 35,172 2.9 

NOV 0 - 
Dec 0 - 

Q4 35,172 2.9 

2nd Half 148,064 2.8 

Year 340,335 3.0 

Jun 33,056. 2.0 

Q2 97,842 2.2 

1st Half 181,479 1.8 

Jul 35,275 2.0 

Aug 34,266 0-3 

Sep 31.721 2.0 

Q3 101,262 1.4 

3 Qs 282,741 1.6 

Oct 32,657 1.6 

Nov 0 - 
Dec Q - 

Q4 32,657 1.6 

2nd Half 133,919 1.5 

Year 315,398 1.6 

Jun 90.927 2.8 

Q2 268,185 3.6 

1st Half 493,477 3.0 

Jul 99,377 3.1 

Aug 96,084 1.0 

Sep 87.472 3.8 

Q3 282,933 2.6 

3 Qs 776,410 2.9 

Oct 89,327 2.6 

NOV 0 - 
Dec Q - 

Q4 89,327 2.6 

2nd Half 372,260 2.6 

Year 865,737 2.8 

Jun 227.155 2.2 

Q2 675,563 2.4 

1 st Half 1,272,194 2.1 

Jul 243,419 2.8 

Aug 236,462 1.3 

Sep 219.207 2.7 

Q3 699,088 2.2 

3 Qs 1,971,282 2.2 

Oct 224,660 1.6 

NOV 0 

Dec Q 

Q4 224,660 1.6 

2nd Half 923,748 2.1 

Year 2,195,942 2.1 





I 
Traffic Volume Trends Urban* 

Estimated Vehicle Miles (Millions) and Percent Change from Same Period Previous Year 
(Includes Preliminary Data for October 1998) 

Year - 1997 I 

Year - 1998 

All Systems %z 

Jan 190,126 3.6 

Feb 183,950 4.2 

Mar 211.952 3.8 

Ql 586,028 3.9 

Apr 211,290 2.9 

May 226,081 3.4 

Jun 222.254 3.1 

Q2 659,625 3.2 

1 st Half 1,245,653 3.5 

Jul 236,713 5.2 

Aug 233,496 1.9 

Sep 213.547 2.9 

Q3 683,756 3.3 

3 Qs 1,929,409 3.4 

Oct 221,218 2.6 

NOV 202,422 1.4 

Dec 207.321 2.9 

Q4 630,961 2.3 

2nd Half 1,314,717 2.8 

Year 2,560,370 3.1 

i * Table 9B Urban 
0 

Total Urban 5% 

Jan 119,856 3.1 

Feb 115,120 3.2 

Mar 130.849 3.0 

Q1 365,825 3.1 

130,159 2.6 

May 136,764 2.6 

Jun 133.826 3.3 

Q2 400,749 2.9 

1st Half 766,574 3.0 

Jul 140,293 4.9 

Aug 138,400 1.4 

Sep 129.261 2.4 

Q3 407,954 2.9 

3 Qs 1,174,528 2.9 

Oct 134,157 1.9 

NOV 123,567 -0.1 

Dec 128.199 1.9 

Q4 385,923 1.2 

2nd Half 793,877 2.1 

Year 1,560,451 2.5 

I 

Other Urban % 

Jan 26,811 4.2 

Feb 25,813 5.2 

Mar 29.514 5.3 

Q1 82,138 4.9 

Apr 29,375 4.7Apr 

May 31,019 4.6 

Jun 30.394 5.6 

Q2 90,788 4.9 

1 st Half 172,926 4.9 

Jul 32,052 7.9 

Aug 31,425 4.5 

Sep 29.225 5.6 

Q3 92,702 6.0 

3 Qs 265,628 5.3 

Oct 30,326 4.7 

NOV 27,823 -0.1 

Dec 28*706 4.2 

Q4 86,855 3.0 

2nd Half 179,557 4.5 

Year 352,483 4.7 

Urban Interstate % 

Jan 27,729 4.5 

Feb 26,567 3.6 

Mar 30.258 1.6 

Q1 84,554 3.1 

Apr 29,926 2.8 

May 31,420 2.7 

Jun 30,980 3.4 

Q2 92,326 3.0 

1 st Half 176,880 5.6 

Jul 32,618 4.8 

Aug 32,368 1.2 

Sep 29.920 2.5 

Q3 94,906 2.8 

3 Qs 271,786 3.0 

2.7 

NOV 28,804 1.5 

Dec - 1.1 

1.8 

2nd Half 184,491 2.3 
t 

Year 361,371 2.7 

Urban Other Arterial % 

Jan 65,316 2.1 

Feb 62,740 2.3 

Mar 71.077 2.6 

Q1 199,133 2.3 

Apr 70,858 1.7 

May 74,325 1.8 

Jun 72.452 2.4 

Q2 217,635 2.0 

1 st Half 41 6,768 2.1 

Jul 75,623 3.7 

Aug 74,607 0.2 

Sep 70.1 16 1.1 

Q3 220,346 1.7 

3Qs 637,114 2.0 

Oct 72,695 0.4 

NOV 66,940 -0.9 

Dec 69,848 1.3 

Q4 209,483 0.3 

2nd Half 429,829 1.0 

Year 846,597 1.6 

All Svstems % 

Jan 198,157 4.2 

Feb 186,955 1.6 

Mar 21 1.51 9 -0.2 

Q1 596,631 1.8 

Apr 218,589 3.5 

May 229,819 1.7 

1.8Jun 227.155 2.2 

Q2 675,563 2.4 

1st Half 1,272,194 2.1 

Jul 243,419 2.8 

Aug 236,462 1.3 

Sep 219.207 2.7 

Q3 699,088 2.2 

3 Qs 1,971,282 2.2 

Oct 224,660 1.6 

NOV 0 

Dec Q 

Q4 224,660 1.6 

2nd Half 923,748 2.1 

Year 2,195,942 2.1 

Total Urban 5% 

Jan 124,069 3.5 

Feb 116,437 1.1 

Mar 130.833 -0.0 

Q1 373,339 1.5 

Apr 133,330 2.4 

May 137,820 0.8 

Jun 136.228 

Q2 407,378 1.7 

1st Half 778,717 1.6 

Jul 144,042 2.7 

Aug 140,378 1.4 

Sep 131.735 1.9 

Q3 416,155 2.0 

3 Qs 1,194,872 1.7 

Oct 135,333 0.9 

Nov 0 - 
Dec .Q - 

Q4 135,333 0.9 

2nd Half 551,488 1.7 

Year 1,330,205 1.6 

Other Urban % 

Jan 28,013 4.5 

Feb 26,256 1.7 

Mar 29.522 0.0 

Q1 83,791 2.0 

Apr 30,310 3.2 

May 31,409 1.3 

Jun 30.946 1.8 

Q2 92,665 2.1 

1st Half 176,456 2.0 

Jul 32,834 2.4 

Aug 31,692 0.8 

Sep 29,675 1.5 

Q3 94,201 1.6 

3 Qs 270,657 1.9 

0.5Oct 30,910 1.9 

NOV 0 - 
Dec Q - 

Q4 30,910 1.9 

2nd Halt 125,111 1.7 

Year 301,567 1.9 

Urban Interstate % 

Jan 28,647 3.3Jan 

Feb 26,959 1.5 

Mar 30.337 0.3 

Q1 85,943 1.6 

Apr 30,779 2.9 

May 31,699 0.9 

Jurr 31.301 1.0 

Q2 93,779 1.6 

I st Half 179,722 1.6 

Jul 33,567 2.9 

Aug 32,901 1.6 

Sep 30.829 3.0 

Q3 97,297 2.5 

3 Qs 277,019 1.9 

Oct 31,370 0.8 

NOW 0 - 
Dee Q - 

Q4 31,370 0.8 

2nd Half 128,667 2.1 

Year 308,389 1.8 

Urban Other Arterial % 

67,409 3.2 

Feb 63,222 0.8 

Mar 70.974 -0.1 

Q1 201,605 1.2 

Apr 72,241 2.0 

May 74,712 0.5 

Jun 73.981 2.1 

Q2 220,934 1.5 

I st Half 422,539 1.4 

Jul 77,641 2.7 

Aug 75,785 1.6 

Sep 71.231 1.6 

Q3 224,657 2.0 

3 Qs 647,196 1.6 

Oct 73,053 

Nov 0 - 
Dec Q - 

Q4 73,053 0.5 

2nd Half 297,710 1.6 

Year 720,249 1.5 




