
% TRAFFIC VOLUME 
U. S. DEPARTMENT O F  TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

I 

TRAVEL ON ALL ROADS AND STREETS up 6 e 7 ~  

COMPARED TO SAME MONTH O N E  YEAR AGO 

t 

1 

ARE SHOWN IN TABLES 1 and 2. 

NOTE: A L L  VEHICLE MILES OF TRAVEL HAVE BEEN COMPUTED ~ 1 ~ ~ 1 9 7 6  VM-2 DATA 
AS A BASE. 

FOR OFFICIAL DIsTRIBU TION 

w 

T R A V E L O N  MAIN RURAL ROADS ONLY I J ~  6~~ 

COMPARED TO SAME MONTH O N E  YEAR AGO 

17.26 ?,Is 
d 

+VEHICLE MILES OF TRAVEL THIS MONTH = 67*7'' BILLION TOTAL* 

A L L  DATA FOR THIS MONTH ARE PRELIMINARY. REVISED VALUES FOR PREVIOUS MONTH 

23.78  



TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - OCTOBER 1978 
I 

I 

Based on prel iminary r e p o r t s  from t h e  S t a t e  highway agencies,  t r a v e l  during 
October 1978 on a l l  roads and s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  nation1 increased by 4.7 percent  
a s  compared t o  October 1977, r e s u l t i n g  i n  es t imated  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  month a t  
133,323 mi l l ion  veh ic l e  mi les ,  This t o t a l  includes 48,004 mi l l ion  veh ic l e  
m i l e s  on main r u r a l  roads,  13,435 mi l l ion  veh ic l e  m i l e s  on o t h e r  r u r a l  roads,  
and 71,884 mi l l ion  veh ic l e  miles  on c i t y  streets, 

Travel  f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  month a s  we l l  a s  t h e  cumulative year ly  t o t a l  on main 
r u r a l  roads and f o r  a l l  roads and s t r e e t s  i s  shown below. Similar  t o t a l s  
f o r  each year  s ince  1970 a r e  a l s o  included. 

1 TRAVEL I N  MILLIONS 

Main Rural Roads 
October Year t o  Date 

I 

A l l  i~oads  and S t r e e t s  
Octo'ber Year t o  Date 

T r a f f i c  Volume,Trends i s  a monthly r epor t  prepared by t h e  Planning Services 
Branch, Highway S t a t i s t i c s  Division,  based on hourly t r a f f i c  count da ta .  
These da ta ,  co l l ec ted  a t  approximately 4,000 contiduous t r a f f i c  counting 
loca t ions  nationwide, a r e  used t o  determine t h e  pe-dcent change i n  t r a f f i c  fo  

I 
t h e  cu r ren t  month compared t o  t h e  same month i n  the, previous year .  This 
percent  change is  applied t o  t h e  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  sade period i n  the  previous 

i year t o  ob ta in  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  current  period. I 

1 I For e x t r a  copies,  o r  t o  be  put on t h e  monthly mail ing l i s t ,  contac t :  
I I 

Federal  Highway Administration 
I 

Of f ice  of Publ ic  Af fa i r s ,  Room 4208 , 
400 7th S t r e e t ,  SW. 
Washington, D .C. 20590 

I 

Phone (202) 426-0677. I I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
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FIGURE 1 - TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS, BY MONTHS 



FIGURE 2 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS FOR 
12 MONTH PERIOD ENDING IN MONTH SHOWN 



TABLE 1.-SUVYARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC APEA 

------------------------_-__-----_------_------------------------------------------------------------ 
I PRELIMINARY DATA FOR OCTOBFR I RFVISEO OAT4 FCR SFPTFMRER 

, '--------------------------------------------#----_----------------------------------------- 

9 VEH TCLE-MILES 1 T VEYICLF-YILEf  9 

I ( M I L L I O N S )  ' PERCENTAGE ' ( Y I L L I O V S )  ' PERCFNTAGE 
CHANSF 1 ---------------------------------a CHANGE 

1 1 9 7 8  I 1 9 7 7  e I 1 9 7 8  t 1977 1 

---------_----------------------_-------_--_---_-_____--__--_---_------------------------------------------------------------ 
CLASS OF ROAD* ALL STATES: 4 1 1 1 1 

MAIN RURAL ROADS-*.*.. .........' 4 8 9 0 0 4  ' 45,168 . 6.3 4 7 9 1 7 0  ' 4 4 9 9 7 2  * 5.3 
LOCAL RURAL ROADS.*.-. .........' 13,435 ' 12.934 a 3.9 ' 13,722 ' 12,829 ' 3.1 
ALL RURAL ROADS... .............' 61,439 ' 58,102 a 5 . 7  ' 69,592 * 57.801 ' 4.8 
CITY STREETS.......*.- ..-......a 71,884 ' 69,286 a 3.9 ' 69,325 ' 66.402 ' 4.4 
ALL ROADS ANq STREETS--*.-.... . '  1 3 3 ' 3 2 3  a 127 ,388 I 4.7 ' 1 2 9 7 9 1 7  124.203 ' 4.6 

1 I 1 ' * 1 

4 8  STATES ( M A I N  RURAL ONLY): 9 I I 1 I * 
EASTERN REGIONIo...-.....--.... ' 17.258 * 16 ,257 . 6.2 * 16,839 15.074 ' 5.4 
LENTRAL REGION..r.-r-*.r...r... ' 2 3 9 2 8 1  I 21.931 ' 6.2 ' 22,787 21,647 ' 5.3 . WESTERN REGION.-.-rr.rr....rr.r 7,189 ' 6 9  7 2 6  6.Q 79473 ' 7,085 ' 5.5 

1 ' 1 ' 1 ' 
TOTAL.....v-.....-*.r...- ' 47,728 I 44,914 ' 6 . 3  * 47 ,0Qq ' 4 4 9 7 0 6  ' 5.4 ___________________------___-___________-_-_-----_---__----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TABLE ?.-CHANGES ON MAIN RURAL ROADS BY STATE5 

-----------------------_-_-__----I_-_----__--------------------__-__-_-_-----------------------__----------------------------- 

* OCTOBER t SEPTEYRER 1 1  8 OCTOBER 0 SEPTFMBFR 
' (PRELIMINARY# ' IREVISFD)  t i  (PRELIYINARY)  ' tRcVISFO) 

O I V I S I O N  AND STATE 1 ------ ----- ----------------------------- ' 1  DIVT+jION AND STATF '----------------------------------------- 
' NUMBER ' PFR- ' YUYRER ' PER- 11  ' WYDFR ' PEP- ' NLJM3ER ' PER- 
' OF 'CEYTAGE ' OF 'CENTAGE ' @  ' '7F ' CENTAGE ' OF ' CENT4GE 
' STATIONS ' CYANGE ' STATION5 ' CHAYGE " ' STATlONS ' TY4NGE 9 ST4TIONS ' TYAYGE 

, - - - - , - - , - , , - - , - - - - -_- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
NErl ENGLAND: I I I 1 " EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: ' s I 1 

CONNECTICUT.......' 1 3  7.7 11 6.3 ALABAMA...........' ' - 1 - ' ' .' - '  . 
MAINE.-*.*.-..*...' . *  - Y 4.9 " KEWUCKY ..........' 311 ' 4.1 ' - * 
MASSACHUSETTS.....* 6 ' 6.4 2: 1.2 ' 1  Y I S 5 1 S S I P P I  .......' 47 . 8.8 a 

- 
8.1 . 

NEW HAMPSHIRE.-...' - . - 1 54 . 11.0 " TEhINFSSEE..-.....*' 7 2  . 6.8 '  7.3 
RHODEISLANO......' - '  - 9  - 8 - 11 

VERMONT...........' 4 1  ' 7.2 ' 4 1  ' 5.9 "WFST NnRTH CFNTRIL: . I a I 

I 9 v I " IOWA.............r' 3 1  * 5.5 . 3 1  * 4.0 
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: ' # I v " KANSAS...... ......' 6 9  1 1.7 * 6 8  . 2.7 

NEW JERSEY-.......' 2 1  ' 4.7 . 2 1  . 6 - 0  " HIVNESOTA.........' 37 . 9.0 ' 3 0  . 7.5 
NEW YURK..........' 2 9  ' 5 - 9  ' 2 7  . 5.9 " MISSOURI-.I...l...' 6 9  . 8.2 . 6 8  ' 6.5 
PENNSYLVANIA......' - '  - 1 5 0  * 4.2 l. NFRRASKA..........' 72 9 7.1 . 7 1  ' 5.7 

1 I 1 1 NORTH nAKOTA......' 3 9  6.1 2 9  ' 6 . 1  " a 

SOUTH ATLANTIC s I 1 t a.  SOUTH nAKOTA......' 35 ' 2.6 . 3 4  ' 0.7 
[NORTH): I v 9 v 1 I 8 ' * 1 

DELAWARE..........' 1 2  . 5.0 ' 1 2  1 4.7 "WEST SflUTH CENTRAL: ' 1 * 1 
MARYLANO.......*..' - a  - * 3 4  ' 3.6 " ARKANSAS. .........' 25 ' 1.4 ' 2 2  ' 4.1 
VIRGINIAIII......~' - '  5.3 ' - 1  5.0 " Li3UISIANA.........' - * - 1 

WEST VIRGINIA.....' - '  - t 2 6  ' 7.1 " OKLAHOYA..........' - ' - ' f; : ;:; 
t I I 1 TEXAS.............' 1 1 5  7.0  1 1 9  5.1 " 1 . * 

SOUTH ATLANTIC 1 r I v * I  I 
1 1 1 

(SOUTH): * T q 1 MOUNTAIhf: 1 1 ' 1 

FLORIDA..*-...-,..' - ' - t  - 1 - * '  ARIZONA...........' 1 8  a 6 . 5 '  1 7  . 6.7 
GEORGIA..*........' 2 4  ' 5.8 ' 2 5  ' 3.9 .1 COLORADO..........' 4 3  ' 6.0 ' 4 3  ' 6.0 
NORTH CAROLINA.-.a1 4 4  ' 7.7 ' 6.4 " ?DAHO...m..r......' - *  1 '  

SOUTH CARnLINA....' 1 2  6.2 8.0 YONTANA...........' 

- - I 2 5  ' 5.1 a ' * *  - .  
' ' ' " NEVADA............' 2 8  11.3 2 8  9.9 

EAST NORTH CENTRAL: ' 0 t 1 " NEW MEXICO........' 2 6  1 5.6 ' 2 6  ' 4.9 
ILLINOIS.r.*......' 3 2  5.7 2 2  4.0 UTAH....-........r' - - 1 4 8  ' 1.5 . ' ' 'I . . INDIANA...........' 2 3  ' 6.5 I 2 3  * 5.2 " UYOVIbIG...........' 3 9  5.7 ' 3 8  ' 3.7 
MICHIGAN..........' 5 6  I 5.7 ' 53 ' 2.6 " I I 9 1 

OHIO........-.....' 22  . 7.6 ' 2 1  ' 4.4 "PACIFIC: 9 q 1 3 

WISCUNSINI........' 35 . 6.3 . 4 P  . 5.6 " CALIFnRNIA........' 1 5  ' 6.4 ' 7 0  ' 5.3  
- - - - - - , - , , - - , - - - - - , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 8  IJRFGON............' - 1 -  8 - . 

ALASKA,.. 1 -  I * - 1 - " WASHINGTOY........' 5 ' 7.7 ' 2 h  a 5.9 ......... 
HAWAII............' 3 * 9.3 ' 3 ' 0 . 3  " 1 I 1 t 
-I---------------_---------------_-_---_----__--------------------------_-------------------------------- 

NOTE: 1-RURAL MILEAGf  OF EACH HAJCR TOLL ROUTF I S  Cr3N5IDERED AS ONF OR YnRF STATlOh'Sv DFPFhlnING ON ST4TF5' METYllD OF RFDflRTIYG. 

Z-WHERE THE NUYBER OF STATIONS I S  SHOWN AS A DA5Y 4ND A VALUE FOR PEPCENTAGE THAVGE I 5  INDIC4TEDq TYF: L4TTFQ V41.UE I S  
BASED ON A STATEWIDE ESTIMATE PROVIDED BY TYE HIGHWAY 46ENGY DETFRYIYFn FROY EXTFYSIVF TRAFFIC. SAMPLIYG SIIRVFVS. 

3-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS hND THE PF4CENT4GE CHANGE 49E 5HOWN 45 OASHFS, SUFFICIFST IYFORYATION W A S  KCIT AV41L 48LF 
TO DETERMINE AN ESTIMATE. 



FEDERAL HIGHkAY ADMINISTRATION 
HIGHUAY S T A T I S T  ICS  D1Vf  SfOV 
400 - 7 T H  STREET*  S - H I  
WASHINGTONI OeCe 20500 TABLE 3 .  

ESTIMATFD INDIV IDUAL MONTHLY YCTOR VEHICLE TRAVFL I N  THE UNITFD STATES *** 
*------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I I Ml3NTH l---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
1 

1 I 
1 SYSTEM 1 JAN 1 FEB 1 MAR 1 ADR 1 MAY 1 JUNE I JULY I AUE I SEPT 1 OCT 1 NOV f DEC 1 
I-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- I 

1977 INDIV IDUAL MONTHLY VEHICLE-MILES OF TR4VEt  I N  B I L L I O N S *  

H A I N  RURAL 

LDCAL RURAL 

URBAN 

ALL SYSTEMS ----------- 

1973 INDIV IDUAL MONTHLY VEHICLE-MILES CF TRAVEL I N  R I L L 1  

1 I I I 1 i 
I M A I N R U R A L  I 3 4 - 5 1  3 5 - 0 1  4 4 2  I 44.3 I 
I I I 1 1 1 
I LOCAL R u P a L  1 9.5 I 9-4 1 1 1 - 2  t 1 2 * 3  I 
1 1 I I f I 
j URBAN 1 5 9 - 4  1 5 7 - 9  1 68-9 1 68 .5  1 
i 1 1 I I I 
I ALL S Y s T E Y S  1 103.5 1 102.3 f 124.4 1 1 2 5 - 0  1 
f-----=- ----,- *----- -------- .......................... 
I 

I I 
I I 
1 PERCEYT CHANGE IN INDIV IDUAL MONTHLY TRAVEL 1 9 7 8  VS- 1 9 7 7  'I 
I 1 /-----------------------------------------------*------------------- 
I I I 1 ! I 1 1 
I MAIN RURAL f 2.2 1 1-1 1 7 - 1  I 2.7 1 4-9 I 5 - 9  1 
1 1 I I I I I 1 
I L O C A L R U R A L  I 1 - 4 1  - 0 . 9 1  1 - 3 1  0 - 3 1  1 - 9 1  2 - 8 1  
1 I 1 1 I I I I 
j URBAN 1 0.2 1 - 0 - 7  1 2.0 1 3.5 1 3.5 I 4.3 I 3 .6 I 4-2 I 4.4 f 3.7 f I I 
I I I I 1 I 1 I I I 1 I ! 1 
3 ALL SYSTEMS f 1.0 -0.1 1 7 1 2.9 1 3 -9  1 4.7 1 3.6 1 4.7 1 4*6 1 4 e 7  1 1 f 

* THESE ARE PRE L I Y l  NARY ESTIMhTES WHICH WILL  BE REVISEr) TO A G R E E  WITH F I N A L  EST'IYRTFS C3F 1977  ANNFiUAL 
TRAVEL PROVI9ED B Y  STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS* ** TO BE R E V I S E D  BASED OY i977 F I Y A L  TRAVFL EST !NATES* 

*** SYSTEM ENTRIES %AY NOT ADS TO TOTAL "ALL SYSTEMS" DUE TO ROUNnTYG- 
FOR FURTHER I N F R R M A T I U N  CONTACT K E Y N E T H  WELTYt HIGHFAY S T A T I S T I C S  D I V I S t O N t  F E D E R 4 L  HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATTON- 202-426-0i60- 



FEDERAL H I G H h A Y  A C M I N I S T R A T I n N  
HIGHWAY S f  AT I S T I C 5  D I V I  S IOM 
400 - 7 T H  STREET, 5 - 3 -  
WASHINGT G N t  O o C e  20590 T A B L E  40 

E S T I M A T E D  CUMULATIVE MONTHLY YDTOR V E H I C L E  T R A V E L  I N  THE UNITFO STATES *** 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

1 I MOYTY I - - - -- - - - - - -- - - -- - - -- -- - - - - - -- -- - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - I 
I I 
1 SYSTEM 1 JAN 1 FEB 1 YAR 1 APR 1 Y 4 Y  1 JUNE 1 JULY 1 AUG 1 SEPT 1 O C f  I YOV I OEC I i--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1 
I I 
I I 
I 1977 C U M U L A T I V E  YOYTHLY V E H I C L E - M I L E S  OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S *  1 
I I 

M A I N  RURAL 1 33.9 69.5 1 109-8 1 1 5 2 - 9  1 199-1 1 246.6 299.0 1 351.0 ) 396.0 1 441.1 1 492.8 1 52304 1 
1 I I I t I I 1 1 I 1 1 1 I 
I CUCAL R U R A L  I 9-4 1 18-8 I 29.9 1 42.1 I 55 .5  1 68.7 I 82.6 I 96.6 I 109*4 I 122-3 1 133.9 I 144-6 I 
I I 1 1 I 1 I I I I I I I I 
j URBAN 1 50.2 1 llf.6 1 185-2  I 251.3 1 320.6 1 389.3 I 459.1 I 529.5 1 595-9 1 665.2 1 7 3 0 - 5  1 795.3 I 
1 I f I 1 I I 1 f 1 1 1 I I 
I ALL SYSTEYS I 102.4 I 204-9 I 324.8 1 446.3 1 5 7 5 . 2  1 704.5 I 840.7 I 977.1 1 1101.3 I 1225.7 I 1347-2 I 1463-4 f 

I 1978 CUMULATIVE HONTHLY V E H I C L E - Y I L F Y  DF TRAVEL I N  B I L L 1  ONS** 1 
1 
[--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

f 
1 

I I 1 I I I I I ' f I I I ! I 
1 M A i N  RURAL 1 34.5 1 5 9 - 6  1 113.8 I 158.1 I 206.6 1 256.9 I 311.2 1 366-2 J 413-5 I 461.5 I I I 
I I I I I I f I I I I I I 1 
1 LOCAL R U R n L  1 9.5 1 18.9 1 30.1 1 42.4 1 56-0 1 6 9 - 5  1 5 4 - 0  1 9 9 - 4  1 111.6 1 125-0 1 1 f 
I t I I I 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 I 
I URBAN 1 59.4 1 117.3 1 186.2 1 254-7 1 326.5 1 398-1 1 470-5 1 543.8 1 613-1 I 695.0 1 1 I 
1 I I I 1 1 I I 1 I I 1 I I 
1 A L L  SYSTEMS 1 183.5 1 205.8 1 330.1 1 455-1 1 589.0 f 724.5 1 865-6 1 1009-7 1 lt38.2 1 1271-6 1 1 ! 

PERCENT CHANGE IP! CtJMULATIVE HPNTHLY T Q A V E l  1978 VS. 1977 

I 

1 I i I 1 I I 1 1 I 1 1 I f 
1 M A I N  R U R A L  1 2.2 1 1.6 f 3.7 1 3.4 1 3 -7  1 4-2 1 4.1 1 4.3 1 4-4 f 4-6 1 I 1 
I I I I I i I I I I / 1 J f 
1 LDCAL RJJRAL j 1.4 1 0.3 I 0-7 f 0.6 1 0.9 1 1.3 I 1.6 I 1-9 I 2.0 1 2.2 I 1 I 
I I I I I 1 I I I I I I 1 I 1  
1 URBAN 1 0.2 J -0.2 1 0-6 1 1.3 1 1 -8  1 2.3 I 2-5 1 2.7 I 2.9 1 3-0 I I I 
I I I I 1 I I 1 1 I 1 1 1 I 
1 A L L  SYSTEMS 1 1-3 1 9-4 1 1.6 1 2-0 1 2-4 1 2 .9  I 3 - 3  I 3.2 1 3.4  I 3 - 5  I I I 
*,,,,,,-,,--------------,-,----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------* 

* THESE ARF P R E L I M I N A R Y  E S T I Y A T E S  WHICH WTLL BE R E V I S E n  TO AGPFE k f T H  F I N A L  E S T I Y A T E S  OF 1977 AYNUbL 
T R A V E L  PROVIDED B Y  STATE YIGHUAY DEPARTMENTS* 

** T O  RE R E V I S E 9  BASED ON I977 F I N A L  TRAVEL E S T I M A T F S .  
*t+ SYSTEM ENTPIES MAY NOT A 9 9  TO T O T A L  " A L L  SYSTEYS" nUE TCI RnCINC)TfiICo 

FUR FURTHER INFDPMAT I O N  CONTACT KEQNETH W E L f Y T  HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  n I V X S I O N t  FEDERAL HIGHWAY AD MI MI STRATI OM^ 202-426-0169- 




