
- TRAFFIC VOLUME 
TRENDS U. S. DEPARTMENT OF  TRANSPORTATION 

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

TRAVEL ON ALL ROADS AND STREETS 4.9% 
COMPARED TO SAME M O N T H  O N E  YEAR AGO 

A L L  DATA FOR THIS MONTH ARE PRELIMINARY, REVISED VALUES FOR PREVIOUS MONTH 
ARE SHOWN I N  TABLES 1 and 2. 

NOTE: A L L  VEHICLE MILES OF TRAVEL  HAVE BEEN COMPUTED ~ 1 ~ ~ 1 9 7 5  VM-2 D A T A  
AS A BASE. 

FOR OFFICIAL DISTRISU TION 



T r a f f i c  Volume Trends - October 977 

Based on October p r e l im ina ry  r e p o r t s  from t h e  S a t e  highway agenc i e s ,  
t r a v e l  dur ing  October 1977 on a l l  roads and s t r e  ts  i n  t h e  Nat ion 
i nc r ea sed  by 4.9 pe rcen t  as compared t o  October 976, r e s u l t i n g  i n  
es t fmated  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  month a t  125,371 m i l l i o  1 v e h i c l e  m i l e s .  This 
t o t a l  i n c l u d e s  44,092 m i l l i o n  v e h i c l e  m i l e s  on mkin r u r a l  r oads ,  
12,859 m i l l i o n  v e h i c l e  m i l e s  on o t h e r  r u r a l  r oad  , and 68,420 m i l l i o n  
v e h i c l e  m i l e s  on c i t y  s t r e e t s .  

Trave l  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  month a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  cumu a t i v e  y e a r l y  t o t a l  
on main r u r a l  roads  and f o r  a l l  roads  and s t r e e t  i s  shown below. 
S i m i l i a r  t o t a l s  f o r  each yea r  s i n c e  1970 a r e  a l s  

Trave l  i n  M i l l i o n s  . . -- 
Main Rura l  Roads A1.1 Roads and S t r e e t s  
October Year t o  Date October Year t o  Date 

T r a f f i c  Volume Trends is a  monthly r e p o r t  preparqd by t h e  Planning 
Se rv i ce s  Branch, Highway S t a t i s t i c s  D iv i s ion ,  based on hour ly  t r a f f i c  
count  d a t a .  These d a t a ,  c o l l e c t e d  a t  approximatel-y 4000 cont inuous 
t r a f f i c  count ing l o c a t i o n s  nat ionwide,  a r e  used t o  determine t h e  pe rcen t  
change i n  t r a f f i c  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  month compared to  t h e  same month i n  t h e  
prev ious  yea r .  This  percen t  change i s  a p ~ l i e d  t g  t h e  t r a v e l  f o r  t he  
same pe r iod  i n  t h e  prev ious  yea r  t o  o b t a i n  a  t r a $ e l  t o t a l  f o r  t h e  
c u r r e n t  pe r iod .  

I 

For e x t r a  cop i e s ,  o r  t o  be  pu t  on t h e  monthly n a i l i n g  l i s t ,  con t ac t  : 
I , 

Fede ra l  Highway ~ d m i n i s f  r a t i o n  
Of f i ce  of Pub l i c  A f f a i r $ ,  Room 4208 
400 7 th  S t r e e t ,  Sw. 
Yashington, D . C .  20590 
Phone (202) 426-0677. 
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FIGURE 1 - TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS, BY MONTHS 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 



FIGURE 2 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS FOR 
12 MONTH PERIOD ENDING IN MONTH SHOWN 



TABLE 1.-SUMMARY BY ROAO CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

b----------------------------------------------------------------*--------------------------------------------------------------* 
I PRELIMINARY CATA FOR OCTOBER I R E V I S E D  DATA FOR SEPTEMBER - 
1----,--------------------------------------1--------------------------------------------- 

I VEHICLE-MI LES I I VEHICLE-MILES 4 

8 I M I L L I O h S  1 PERCENTAGE ( M I L L I O N S )  * PERCENTAGE 
I-----------------.-----------I CHANGE I------------------------------# CHANGE 
I 1 9 7 7  I 1 9 7 6  I I 1 9 7 7  I 1 9 7 6  I 

__________1__-___-_______-_----1-_-_--__-_-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CLASS OF ROAU, A L L  STATES: s I I I I 1 

M A I N  RURAL ROADS..... ..........* 44,092  I 4 1 , 5 9 1  I 6.0 ' 44 ,257  * 42 ,179  * 4.9 
LOCALRURALROADS..............' 1 2 , 8 5 9  I 12 ,356  I 4.0 ' 12 ,417  12 ,023  * 3.3 

' * A L L  RURAL ROADS................ I 5 6 , 9 5 1  53 ,957  5.5 56,674 54 .203  4.6 
* I . C I T Y  STREETS........a......... 6 8 , 4 2 0  6 5 , 5 5 7  4.4 65,167 * 6 2 , 8 8 8  3.6 

ALLROAOSANOSTREETS. . . . . . . . . . '  1 2 5 , 3 7 1  I 119 ,513  * 4.9 * 1 2 1 ~ 8 4 2  ' 1 1 7 , 0 9 1  ' 40 1 
I I I t I I 

4 8  STATES ( M A I N  RURAL ONLY):  I I I I I I 

I I EASTERNREGION.................' 1 5 1 6 5 1  1 4 1 7 3 6  6 - 2  * 15 ,626  1 4 , 8 7 8  ' 5.0 
CENTRAL REGION...*....*..*...*. ' 2 1 , 7 7 3  ' 2 0 , 5 9 6  ' 5.7 2 1 1 5 7 0  20 ,640  * 4.5 ... WESTERN REGION*.........*.... 6 , 4 2 5  6 , 0 2 9  ' 6.6 61  8 2 0  6 ,435  6.0 

I 1 i I I I 

TOTAL...*.............*.' 4 3 , 8 4 9  I 41,361  I 6.0 4 4 , 9 1 6  4 1 ~ 9 5 3  4.9 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TABLE 2.-CHANGES C N  M A I N  RURAL W A D S  BY STATES 

I ______________^____---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I OCTOBER I SEPTEMBER I I I OCTOBER I SEPTEMBER 
* I P R E L I M I N A R Y I  * (REVISED1 I I ( P R E L I M I N A R Y  I * ( R E V I S E D #  

D I V I S I O N  AND STATE I------------------------------------------- Y l  D I V I S I O N  AND STATE '------------------------------------------ 
I NUMBER ' PES- ' NUMBER ' PER- " NUMBER 1 PER- * NUMBER ' PER- 
' OF ' CENTAGE ' OF ' CENTAGE # '  OF ' CENTAGE * OF CENTAGE 

STATIOiUS CHANGE * STATICNS CHANGE I f  STATIONS I CHANGE STATIONS CHANGE - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - '  l-------------------------------------------------------------- 

NEW ENGLAND: I I I T "EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: 8 I I 

CONNECTICUT.. . . . . * . - .  - I 1 0  ' -  2.0 " ALABAMA...........' - '  - I 5 2  6.2 
MAINE.*+.r.rr.*...' - I  - I 23 I 4.4 I. KENTUCKY..........' 4 1  ' 7.4 ' 41 ' 8.8 

I I MASSACHUSETTS.....' 8 I 2.0 * 6 I 5.7 I. MISSISSIPPI. - . . -* . '  4 1  I 6.8 4 1  7.0 
NEW HAMPSHIRE.....' . *  - I 55 . 1.9 "TENNESSEE.....-...' 2 4  . 2 . 3 '  2 3  I 1.8 
RHODE ISLAND*..,.*' 6 4.8 ' 8 5.3 'I I I I I 

VEFMONT....,......' 4 0  I 0.7 I 4 3  * 0.3 "WEST NORTH CENTRAL: I I I t 

I 9 I I I * ' " IOWA..-*.*........' 3 3  1.7 3 3  1.2 
I 1 I I. I I I m MIDDLE ATLANTIC :  KANSAS............' 6 7  4.8 5 7  2.2 

* . NEW JERSEY.....,..' 2 2  ' 7.4 I 19 ' .  2.3 I. MINNESOTA=*.....**' 3 7  I 5.1 3 9  3.1 
NEW YORK*.*....m..' 1 2.0 I 2 0  I 1.9 " MISSOURI.......*..' 6 7  I 5.5 I 6 4  . 4.2 
PENNSYLVANIA*.....' 4 3  1 7.2 I 4 3  ' 6.1 I. NEBRASKA.........-* 19 . 1.5 I 1 9  . 2.6 

I I * I *I NORTH DAKOTA....r.l 4 0  ' 0.3 * 3 7  I -  1.1 
SOUTH ATLANTIC  I I I I I. S13UTH DAKOTA......' 3 3  I -  0.8 . - .  - 

(NORTH I : 9 I I I t I I I I a 

DELAWARE..........' 1 3  I 5.8 I 14 I 4.9 ' rWEST SOUTH CENTRAL: I I I 8 

MARYLAND*r....-...' 3 5  * 6.0 I 3 4  I 4.6 I. ARKANSAS..........' * I  - I 2 4  3.2 
VIRGINIA...*......' - I  4.8 ' - I  4.3 'I LOUISIANA.........' - I  - 4 7  * 7.9 
WEST VIRGINIA.....' 1 . 7.8 I 28 I 7.0 'I OKLAHOMA..,....*.** - 1  - I 2 4  2.4 

I I I 1 ' 1 I " TEXAS...-...*.....' 1 1 5  9.0 f l 6  5.3 
SOUTH ATLANTIC  I 1 t I 1 1  I I I I 

I SOUTH I : I i I I "MOUNTAIN: I I I I 

FLORIOA*.*.o--..**' , - * - I -  I . I .  ARIZONA.........,.' 2 8  I 8.5 ' 2 6  * 6.7 
GEORGIA**...-.*...' 2 2  ' 7.4 I 23 I 5.9 " COLORADO..........' 4 1  1 6.4 ' 4 1  1 7.0 
NORTH CAROLINA....' 4 0  ' 5.3 I 4 3  * 3.7 ' *  IDAHO...*,...*..*.V62 1 4.2 1 6 3  1 3.3 
SOUTH CAROLINA*...' 11 I 12.7 ' 1 0  I 13.2 " MONTANA........*.,' 27 a 5.0 * 6.0 

1 I 1 I 'I NEYACA............' 2 7  I 10.7 ' * 9.0 
EAST NORTH CENTRAL: ' I I. *....*.' 7.1 ' 30 5.6 - 1 

NEH MEXICO. .. . ILLINOIS........*,1 - '  1 7  : 4.8 UTAH..............' :' : - I 4 2  9.6 
INDIANA..*....*..*' 2 5  I 6 . 5 '  2 5  I 4 . 6 "  WYOMING...........' 3 6  a 6 . 4 '  3 7  I 6.4 
MICHIGAN...*...*..' 6 2  1 5.0 1 6 1  I 4.4 " I I I I 

OHID.**....*..*...' 24 7.0 I 2 1  . 5.4 " P A C I F I C :  I I I I 

WISCONSIN.-.-.....' 4 2  I 5 - 6  I 43 ' 5.1 " CALIFORNIA*.......' 1 4  1 6.7 ' 29 1 6.7 
---------------------------------------------------------------Il OREGON............' - 1  I -  I - 

I Y - I  - " WASHINGTON.*..*.*.' 11 : 5.2 ' 1 3  * 2.9 
HAWAII..r.......r.' 3 I 6.5 I 3 ' 7.7 I. I I I --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NOTE: 1-RURAL MILEAGE OF EACH MAJOR TOLL ROUTE I S  COhS IDERED AS ONE OR MORE STATIONS1 DEPENDING ON STATES1 METHOD OF REPORTING. 

2-WHERE THE NUMBER nF STATIONS I S  DASH AND THE PFRCENTAGE CHANGE I S  SHOWNv THE STATES PREPARED T R A F F I C  ESTIMATES,  GENERALLY 
BASED ON EXSTENSIVE T R A F F I C  SAMPLING SURVEYS. 

3-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE FOR A STATE ARE DASHES, THE STATE REPORT HAD NOT BEEN RECEIVED 
AT T I M E  OF PRINTING,  OR NO COMPARABLE OATA WERE AVAILABLE.  
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FECERAL HIGHWAY ADMIN I S T R A T I P N  
HIGHHAY S T A T I S T i C S  D I V I S I D N  
4 0 0  - 7 T H  STREET* SOY. 
WASHINGTON, D .C. 20590 TABLE 4, 

ESTIMATED CUMULATIVE PONTHLY MOTOR V E H I C L E  TRAVEL I N  THE U N I T E D  STATES *** 

1 I----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- I 
I SYSTEM J A N  f FEB 1 MAR 1 APR ! MAY ! JUNE 1 JULY 1 AUG SEPT f OCT 1 NOV ( OEC I 
]-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- I 
1 I 

1 9 7 6  CUMULATI YE MCNTHLY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L  IONS* 

i-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- I 
I I 1 I I I I i i I 1 I 1 1 
I M A I N  RURAL 1 33.4  5 5 . 8  1 104.2  1 1 4 4 . 1  1 1 8 7 0 0  f 232.8 1 283.4 1 3 3 2 0 8  4 3 7 4 - 9  f 416.5 f 4 5 4 m 5  1 492.4 1 
I 1 I I I I t 1 I t 1 t i 1 
I LOCAL RURAL 9.7 19.3 i 29.4 ! 41.6 I 54.1  f 66.7 1 80.0 1 9 3 . 5  1 105.5 1 f l 7 - 8  f 129.0 1 14001 1 
I I 1 I 1 I 1 4 I t f f 1 I 
1 URBAN I 56.9 1 1 1 2 . 4  I 175.8 I 234.3 1 305.4 I 371.2  1 436-8 ) 504.9 1 5 6 7 - 8  f 633.3 1 694-1 1 756.8 1 
I I I I f 1 I i 4 i f I i I 

1 I 
1 t 
1 1 9 7 7  CUMULATIVE MONTHLY VEHICLE-MILES O F  TRAVEL f N B I L L  IONS** f 
i 
l---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------m---*--- 

I 
1 

1 t 1 I I I I 1 1 i 1 i t I 
1 M A I N  RURAL / 32.9 1 C"6-5  1 106.7 I 148.4  1 193.6  1 261.5 I 294.8 1 346.2 1 39005 I 434.5 ! I 1 
I I I I 1 I 1 t I I I f f I 
I LOCAL RURAL 1 9.7 1 19.6 1 30.5 I 42.7 f 55.7 ] 68.7 I 82.6 i 96.4 1 108.8 l Z l * ?  I I I 
I I '  I I 1 1 i 1 I I I 1 I I 
1 tJRBAN 1 57.9 1 1 1 5 - 8  1 182.7 f 248.5 1 317.3 1 385.9 1 454.0 1 5 2 3 . 9  1 589.1 f 657.5 f 1 1 
I I 1 I I i i 1 i t t I I I 
1 ALL  SYSTEMS 1 100.5 f 2 0 L 1 8  t 319.9 1 439.6 1 566.7 1 696.1 f 831 .4  f 966.5 1088 .3  1213.7 I I 
1-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1 
1 

I I 
I 1 
1 PERCENT CHANGE I N  CUNULATIVE MONTHLY TRAVEL 1 9 7 7  V S *  1976 I 
I I-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------*----------------------- 

t 
I 

I I 1 1 i i I I I I I 1 I I 
I M A I N  RURAL 1 -1.5 f 1.0 1 2.4 1 3.0 j 3.6 1 3.7 1 4.0 1 4.0 4 6.1 f 4.3 1 1 1 
1 I 1 I f I I I I I I 1 I t 
1 LOCAL RURAL I -0.6 1 2 2.0 f 2.5 I 3.0 f 3.1 f 3.2 I 3.2 1 3 m 2  I 3-3 1 I I 
1 1 f 1 I 1 1 I i 1 I f I i 
1 URBAN 1 1.8 f 3.1 j 3.9 1 3.9 1 3.9 1 4.0 1 4.0 / 3 - 8  ) 3 ~ 7  f 3.8 f 1 f 
1 1 I I I 1 I 1 t i I I I 1 
1 A L L  SYSTEMS 1 0.5 1 2.2 1 3.2 1 3.4 1 3.7 1 3,8 t 3.9 I 3.8 4 3 m 8  1 3.9 f I I 
*---------,-,---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~----@ 

* THESE ARE P R E L I M I N A R k  E S T I M A T E S  k H I C H  k I L t  BE R E V I S E D  7 0  AGREE W I T H  FINAL E S f  ?HATES OF L976 ANNUAL 
TRAVEL PROVIDED BY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS. ** TO BE R E V I S E D  BASED ON 1 9 7 6  F I N A L  TRAVEL E S T I M A T E S *  

*** SYSTEM E N T R I E S  MAY NOT ADD TO TOTAL " A L L  SYSTEMS" DUE T O  ROUNDXNG* 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT KENNETH k E t T Y ,  HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  D I V I S I O N ,  FEDERAL HIGHHAY ADMINISTRATIONm 202-426-0160. 
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