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PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION 
P+- FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

INFORMATIONAL-HEMORANOUN 

DATE: OCTOBER 31, 1946 

SUBdECT: TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS 

On the  bas is  of  preliminary estimates, t o t a l  Crave1 during 
1- September 1948 on r u r a l  r o a d s  exceeded t h e  amount o f  such 

t r a f f i c  i n  September 1941 by almost three percent.  his amount 
of increase was found on both main highways and on l o c a l  roads. 

T r a f f i c  i n  t h e  two western regions  was 2 8  percent  above 
corraspondlng 3041 counts ;  t h a t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l f  r eg ions  w8s 
approximately e i u a l ;  while t h a t  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  reg ions  was 8 

F- 
percent belaw the  1941 levels. In  cumparisonwith 1945 f igures,  
t r a f f i c  i n  the  western reg ions  increased 29 percent; t h a t  i n  
t h e  cen t ra l  regions 28 percent; and t h a t  i n  the  eas tern  regions 
2'7 percent. 

Comparisons of c i t y  t r a f f i c  i n  Sept~ember 1948 with corse- 
spanding t r a f f f  c i n  September 1945 are as follows: 

6 s t a t i o n s  fn  Chicago, I l l i n o i s  i39.9- 
2 s t a t i o n s  i n  Cleveland, Ohio $23.3 

p 3 s t a t i o n s  i n  Detroi t ,  Michigan +1+8 
1 s'tation i n  Duluth, Minnesota +lf3cl 
1 s t a t i o n  i n  S a t a  Fe, New Mexico t29.2 
6 s t a t i o n s  i n  St .  Louis, Missouri +22;9 
13-stations in Washington, D. C. t15.7 - 
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TABLE 2 .  --PRELIMINARY SUMMARY OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR 
SlEj'PTEHBER 1946 INCLUDING 585 STATIONS I N  41 STATES1 

P e r c e n t  age 
change from 
Sept .  1945 

t 2 3 . 8  
$28 . 4  
f l 8 . 4  
t 2 7 . 8  
f 2 7 . 0  

$26.4 

$40. 7 
t 2 1 . 9  
$ 3 8 . 9  
t 3 9 . 7  
f 2 0 . 0  
$ 2 2 . 5  
$ 2 4 * 2  
- 1 7 . 3  
+ 5 . 4  
$ 1 5 . 6  
- 2 5 . 4  
$ 2 1 . 4  
$ 5 9 . 1  
t 2 5 . 1  
$ 3 6 . 1  
S 2 3 . 6  

f28. I 

t26.9 

t 2 6 , 6  

f 2 6 . 2  

+29,4 

P-4626 

' ~ n k l u d e .  a 1 1  S t a t e .  except Indian. ,  M i n n e s o t a ,  New Jersey, New York, S o u t h  C a r e l i n a ,  V i r g i n i a  and 

Wyoming. 

Type of highway 
and S t a t e  

Number 
of 

s t a t i o n s  

10 
9  

10 
11 
9  

T Y P ~  of highway 
and S t a t e  

Number 
of 

s t a t i o n s  

S T B T R  BIGHHAYS 

(Can t  i n u e d )  
Utah 
Ve rqon t  
Washington 
Nes t  V i r g i n i a  
Wiscons in  

P e r c e n t  age 
change from 
Sept .  1945 

*23* 5 
f 3 7 . 6  
f 3 5 . 9  
t 3 4 . 2  
t 2 6 . 4  
t 3 0 . 2  

STATE HIGHWAYS 

A1 abama 
Ar i zona 
Arkansas  
C a l i f o r n i a  
Co i a r ada  
C o n n e c t i c u t  

8 
4 

19 
6  
5 

17 
S 

19 
7  
8 
4  

I 26 
14 

9 
7 

10 
17 
9  

26 
10 
22 
12 
11 
16 
12 
34 

p+ 

Nor th  Ca ro l  i n a  
Nor th  Dakat a "  
Ohio 
Oklahoma + 

Oregon ' 

Pennsy lvan i  a 
Rhode I s l a n d  
South  Dakota  
Tennessee  
Texas 

I F 

553 

2 
3  
2 
3  
8 
1 
2  
I  
2 
I 
1  
2  
1  
1 
I 
1 ,  

Delaware 
F l o r i d a  
Gear g i  a  
Idaho  
I l l i n o i s  
Iowa 
Kansas 
Ken tucky  
L o u i s i a n a  
Maine 
Maryland 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
Michigan 
M i s s i s s i p p i  
M i s s o u r i  ' 

$ 2 6 . 2  TOTAL - 41 STATES 

t 1 4 . 9  

Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
N e w  Hampbhire 
New Mexico 

t i 6 . 6  
t 2 8 . 2  
t 3 3 . 9  
$33.2 
f 3 1 . 5  
t 2 7 . 6  
f 2 4 . 3  
f 2 9 . 7  
f2S.O 
t 2 1 . 7  
t 2 7 . 3  
t 2 9 . 7  
f 3 1 . 0  
$27.9 
t 2 2 . 3  
t 2  1 .6  
t 2 5 . 3  
t 4 0 . 8  

LOCA4 HIGHU YS 
, A1 abama 
C o n n e c t i c u t  
Delaware 
G e o r g i a  
Iowa 
Maryland 
Michigan 
M i s s o u r i  
Man t a n a  
Nebraska  
N a r t h  Dakota  
Ohio 
Oregon 
Rhode I s l a n d  
Tenness  ee  
Wiscons in  

19 
4 

TOTAL - 16 STATES 

ALL HIGHWAYS 
41 STATES 

3 G A S T B R X  R B G I O B S  

4 C E U T R R L  R B G I O I S  
I 

2 WGSPBR# RBGIOIS 

f 3 1 . 3  
t 1 8 . 6  

32 

585 

177 

337 

91 

22 
20 

3 

t 3 2 . 7  
t 2 5 . 9  
f 3 0 . 7  

30 
2  
9  
5  

7 3  

t 2 4 . 4  
4-15. 5 
4-40.8 
3.14.0 
t 1 8 . 7  
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TABLE 2. --REVISED SUMMARY OF ADTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR 
AUGUST 2946 INCLUDIiVG 617 STATIONS IN 45 STATES' 

Number I 

. of 
s t  a t  i o n s  

10 
8 
10 
5 
33 

Region and S t a t e  

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL 
A l  abama 
Kentucky 
M i s s i s s i p p i  
Tennessee  

S v Q t o t a t  

WEST. SOUTR CENTRAL 
Arkansas 
L o u i s i a n a  
Ok 1  ahoma 
Texas 

S u b t o t a  1 

MOUHTAIN 
Ar i zona 
Colorado 
Idaho 
Montana 
Nevada 
New Mexico 
Utah 
Wyoming- 

S u b t o t a l  ' 

PACIFIC 
C a l i  f o r n i a  
Ofegon 
Washing ton 

Subtot tat  

TOTAL ALL STATES2 

STATE AIGHWAYS2 

LOCAL HI%Ah'AYS 

P-qbZ6 

Region and S t a t e  

NEW ENGLAND 
Connec t i cu t  
Maine 
Massachuse t t s  
New Hampshire 
Rhode I s 1  and 
Vermon t  

S u b t o t a l  

MIDDLE ATLANTIC 
N e w  York 
Pennsy lvan ia  

Sabtotci t  . 
SOUTH ATLANTIC 

Delaware 
Mary l and  
V i r g i n i a  
West V i r g i n i a  

S u b t o t a l  n o r t h  
$ a r t  4 on 

F l o r i d a  
Georgia  
North C a r o l i n a  

SltbtotaZ s o u t h  
Rort ion 

S u b t o t a t  r e g  i o n  

EAST NORTB CENTRAL 
I l l i n a i s  
I n d i a n a  
Michigan 
Ohio 
Wisconsin 

S u b t o t a l  

P e r c e n t a g e  
change from 
August 19'45 

$32.8 
f35.7 
$45.4 
$38.0 
i-38.0 

WEST NORTH CENTRAL 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Missour i  
Nebraska 
Nor th  Dakata 
South Dakota 

SzthtotaZ 

Number 
of 

s t  a t  i ons 

20 
9 
9 
15 
4 
9 
86 

2 
30 ? 
32 

8 
18 

3 
1 1  

4 0 

19 
10 
18 

4 7 

8 7  

3 
2 2 
2 8 
23 
10 
86 

'cambinad S t  a t e  and l o c a l  h ighways .  

'1nctudes  a i l  S t a t e s  except N i n n t r a t a ,  Ner J e r s e y  and South C a r o l i n a  

P e r c e n t  age 
change from 
August 1846 

4-49.2 
$49.3 
$37.9 
$52.1 
$30.0 
t56. 7 
$4 8.7 

$52.5 
t41.9 
*43.3 

$31.4 
t34.9 
$43.8 
4-40.0 

$35.8 

$29.0 
$45, 7 
+47.O 

4-40-2 

$37.6 

$37.8 
$47.8 
t40.5 
$45.1 
4-49.6 
4-44.2 

16 
4 

20 
73 
113, 

3 
5 
8 
14 
16 
14 
8 
5 
73 

7 
5 
10 
22 

617 

583 

34 

34 
14 
24 
12 
12 
9 

1 0 5  

t35.4 
$42.3 
$38,2 
t30, 2 
t33.7 

$42.0 
$39.8 
$64.3 
$63.2 
$64.1 
t39.1 
4-53.3 
t92.8 
$52-8 

$60. 9 
4-38.8 
4-54.3 
$54.3 

$43.4 

t46.1 

$36.4 

+3#. Q 

$40.9 

$5 7.8 

3 B A S Z B R I  REGIONS 

4 C I B T R A L  REGIOIS 

2 W I S f P R B  RPGIOXS 

t55,O 
t40,1 
$.46.4 
4-48.8 
4-47.6 
3.76.0 
t4 s-9 

185 

33 7 

9 5 





C 
b 

Passenger T o t  a1 and T o t a l  Pas8enger and T o t a l  Pas8enger 
c a r s  

and 
busses  CBC8 busses  FalS busses  

EASTERN RBGIONS 

3 i n  the New England S t a t e s  70,609 66,Ozd: 4.582 4-24.0 t23.6 t30 .4  t 2.9 f 1.0 t42. 5 
16 i n  the Middle A t l a n t i c  S t e t e s  11.1$5,741 9,886,897 1,238,844 t 3 1 . 1  t33.5 t16.9 t17 .J  t17 .6  t14. f 
Flaetwood Viaduct. Wes tches ter  

County, New York 528,143 528.143 -- t M . 4  - +40.4 -- t38.6 $38.5 - - 
Pennsylvania Turnpike 265.440 225,591 39,849 t 3 1 . f  t30. 8 t36.8 i 3,s " - 0.2 4-30.5 
4 i n  the South A t l a n t i c  S t a t e s  376,528 309,555 66,973 t12 .1  t 1 0 . f  t l8.V - 8.7 -10.4 - 0.2  

TOTAL - 25 f a c i l i t i e s '  12.366.461 l1.016.213 1,350,248 t31.0 t33.0 t16.9 t16.6 t16.9 t14.4 
TQTdL - 29 f a c i l i t i e s  13.398.371 11,961,560 1,436,811 $31.5 t33.1 f15.9 

-CENTRAL RJGIqiYS 

3 on the Great Lakes Canadian 
 order' 432,366 416,070 16.296 t 8 . 0  t 6 * 8  t55.0 t65.6 t65 .8  f74.5 

2 in the Great Lakes Region 102, 624 89,503 13,121 $24.3 t27 .3  t 9 . 6  $ 2 6 , ~  t23.5 t47.9 

Subtotal  - 5 f a c i t i t i e s  534,980 505,573 2-9,417 f 10.9 f 9.S t30.8 t18.2 f55.9 t61.5 

9 on the Ohio River 1,040,744 897.252 143.492 -1-18. 1 . t16.9 i26 .0  - 2.5 - 3.a t 0.V 
* 1 in Kentucky 12,131 9,375 2,756 t39.5 3-40.7 $35.5 f96.9 t97.9 f93.3 

Subtotal  - 10 f a c i l i t i e s  , 1,052,875 906,627 146,248 t18.3 t17.1 t28.2 - 2.0 - 2.5 f 1.6 

6 on the Miss i s s ippi  and St .  Cro ix .  
Rivets  St ,  Louis and north 421,945 377.036 44.909 f3C.O t39.9 t I 5 . 6  t19.0 $23.11 - 9.5 

2 on tbe Miss i s s ippi  River south of  
St .  Louis 66,027 50,968 . 15.059 f23.0 4-16.6 t 5 1 * 6  t94.6 - t86.9 4-126.1 

Subtotal  - 8 faci24ties rl87,972 428 ,004 69,988 t3rl.0 $35.8 $23.0 f25.6 t28.8 i- 6.5 

4 on the Missouri River 240,087 192,541 47,546 4-15.5 t22.9 - 7.0 +19.4 t 2 8 . 1  - 6 . 5  ' 

2 in the Missouri River area 7,009 6,009 1,000 4-47.2 f43.3 t76 .4  $33.6 t32.4 4-40. B 

Subtotat  - 6 f a c i t i t i e s  247,086 198,550 4 a g 4 6  t16.3 +as .4 - 6.1 : t19.7 ta8.a - 5.8 

1 on the Mexican Border 48,932 40,874 8,058 t 2 I . 2  t l 8 . S  $36.9 t100.9 t102.2 t94.4 

TOTAL - 30 f a c i l i t i e s '  2.371.865 2,079,628 292.237 t l 9 . 2  t19 .2  4-19.4 t16.5 t 1 8 . 1  t 6.6 
TOTAL - 35 f a c i l i t i e s  2,711,763 2.384.227 327.536 t19.6 4-19.6 t 1 9 - 6  

HESTERN REGIONS 

2 in Cal i farnia  . 2.693.368 2,449,137 244,731 f 6.6 t17.9 t28 .4  t 2 7 . 1  t42, 6 
4 i n  the Oregon-Washington area 389,240 342,707 46,533 t18.8 t23.9 t79-8  t77.7 $96.9 

UNITED STATES 
- - - - 

TOTAL - 61 f a c i l i t i e s '  17,820.934 15,887,685 1,933,249 +24.8 t25.7 +17,6 t19.2 t19.4 t17.2 
TOTAL - 70 f a c i l i t i e s  19.192.742 17,137,631 2,055,111 t 2 5 - 4  t 26.5 t16.9 

b .  

'~htmo t a c l l i t i a a  hawe corparat ira  d a t a  tor  1316. f945 and 2342 and arm inciudad la tha  1 a r ~ e r  t o t e 1  below. 

'0na of t h o s e  i a c i l i t i a a  i s  i n  k n t a t l r \ ~ a w  York and tharafor* i a  te1.t;d t o  a i r l i a r  f a e i l i t i o a  i n  tha  Centra l  St.taa. - 

- - - --- 
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