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This  cordiidential  note  ni1.l  Z~iscust, br ief ly ,  operation 

of commlications,  airway  traffic cont;.ol, aad reciio cids  encountered 

on a tT2ical 210O~,mile  cross-co:mtry tri? by Lirplane from :kshington, 

D. C., t o  !;ansa:: Ci ty ,   r ia   Pi t tsburgh,  Columbus, InUicmpolis,and 

St.  Louis; ilso t h e   r e t u n  t r i p  t o  Xasnmgton via  Chicago, Cleveland, 

Akron, and Pi",tsSurzh. It  ill al::o cover difficulties.  experiencec 

by t h e   w i t e r  on vmiou:. u t h a  trips ax i  by the Air TrP&ffic SpecialiSt 

of t h i s  Zection ori F rzcant a i rphnc .  tri? Cram l:aslLngton, 3 .  C.,  t o  

Seatt le,   . .xh?.ngton,  via Los A n g e l x .  

Th.5 discusci,m of t i e  f i r s t  nefltimed t r i p  i~rill include 

a tabulation of t h  dates, tim of Ley, number of c a l k  made snd the 

l m g t h  of tin,: necc :saq  t o  zffact  co:ltactt and in Lome caseE, t o  

repeat  contacts.  It wi1.l be nutai  thct sone st2tio:lc ile;-e very e f f i -  

c ient ,  th t  others ~ c r u  d i f f i c u l t  t o  reach, and thbt  some s tc t lons  d i d  

not  resgonc; a t  all. 

Certain  ConciLsims ZIT rmched and c o r r x t i v a  meesures am 

recormnded . 

iilTI:CEUCTLOiQ 

One of the most importmt  fzctors governing ccl'ety in aviation 

tc lay  ir radio communication. Upcn s a t i c f x t o r y  r a d i o  coiltacts depend 

the l c ~ t e s t  weather re;lorts ( -~pon  rer>uGst),  urgent mescaps, infz-mation 

concerning zl t , i tu&s of f l i g h t ,  and proper control of ~.>r t r a f f i c .  
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Traff ic   control  is directed from t:Jo sources: Airways 

Trdf ic   Cont ro l  aid hi.r?or.t Traffic Gc.itro1. 00th  are  opcrated in- 

dependently, but the  re la t ionship betrmen the t1-o is 50 close t h a t  

t hey   a s sme   r e spo~x ib i l i t i e s  of equal  proportions.  Inacmch .r.c d l  

t r a f f i c   con t ro l  i s  largely ciepeadent u g o ~ r  r -d io  contectk,  the 

f a i h r e  of this me:hod ,x&’ cowmicntj.on memi almost  czrtain brca1:- 

him of t i e  vhole s y - t  em. 

Xu.ch has baen said. r;Jl ;ative  to  the  difficult ies experienc- 

ed i n   t h e  u::z of aircrci’t  redio trensmitters  operating on 3105 Kc. 

Tnerefore, It “Ias tiecmer’. eC,vi.ssble, in the   interect  of cafety,   to  

determinc t!le e rac t  d e s e e  of cfiicierlcy i~tl ra$,io communication 

not only ,“or mil i tcry and niscal1;neoua s i r c r c f t ,  which trmsmit on 

3105 kc,  but  for all a i r c r a f t  .i;hile in the sir. I n  order tha t  suit- 

eble recomnendiLtionc  might be x&& :or correction of collditions found 

t o  LB wsat ic fac tory ,  it ‘ : i~~ necc~szzy t o  &termhe jus t  1rh;t ‘:as 

mong - l:!hli.5her it tequ.ip.mnt, p S r S 3 I l l l ~ ~  o r  c;-ocedure. T‘ne plan 

also ir.clr&d ca-ehi l  checks on a l l  rther rzdio aide tc   avigat ion 

encountered on the t r i p .  

For obviou:: rzhsms, it ~ras Seliavsd thi-t the  survey  shoulr: 

bc conducted. by tile  use  of an ci;’>iano o the r  than one belonging t o  

the  Autiiority. Thc most importrmt  cjrlsdderation wa;’ ti1r;t normal 

routine -3rocedure shouX bs foi.uxi, aile thct so-called “gape-vii1e” 

channels  shocld rrot carry the ‘lalert” tiqsl froa  st;.tion, t o  st;G.Lion. 

A request i”x. extended  cross-country use of aA1 Army BT-9C a i r p l a e  

was appmve2 by the Chief of the Air Corps. Ths a i ry l ana   cz l l   l e t t e r s  
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of opcrcting  persomel.  

I n  a re, mo.lthz the Army Air Cor?:. wiil Ciscontinue  the use 

of 3105 kc and will ,tralsmit on 4435 1:c thzreby r e l i ev iq   conges t ion  t o  

a considerable  extent. 
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