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U.S. Secretary of Transportation William T. Coleman, Jr.,

today announced a $7, 044, 988 grant to the Tidewater Transporta­

tion District Commission for transit improvements in the Norfolk,

Virginia area.

The Federal grant includes funds for the acquisition of the 
physical assets of the privately owned Community Motor Bus Company 
and the South Norfolk Transit Company. The planned improvements 
also include the purchase of 115 new transit coaches ranging in size 
from 31 to 45 passenger capacity. In addition, to the new buses 
the grant helps acquire two-way radios, fareboxes, service and 
maintenance vehicles, passenger shelters, bus stop signs and other 
transit related equipment. An existing garage is being renovated 
and rehabilitation of 39 used buses are included in the project.
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Secretary Coleman said, "Urban transportation is a vital instrument 
in combating the Nation's energy problems, reducing pollution and con­
gestion and meeting the needs of urban citizens." The Secretary 
added, "The urban poor in particular, benefit from transit improvements 
that make accessibility to employment and governmental services easier 
for them. "

The grant was made by the Department's Urban Mass Transporta­
tion Administration (UMTA). Administrator Frank C. Her ringer pointed 
out the improvements planned in Norfolk include two especially equipped 
buses for transportation of elderly and handicapped riders. These 
vehicles are to be used in a demand-responsive mode and coordinated 
with other agencies providing service to the handicapped.
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sapxjxaBj jB^xdBa sapBjgdn xuBjgojd ^uaxiiaAojduix aqj,
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