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TRAFFIC VOLUME 
of lrans'portation 
Federal Highway 
8dmiriisrtralion TRENDS May 1999 

Travel on all roads and streets is 
up by 1 .O percent for May 1999 
as compared to May 1998. 

Estimated Vehicle-Miles of Travel by Regi May 1999 - (in Billions) 
West North Central South Gulf South Atlantic 
49.4 56.6 45.8 

Change in Traffic as compared to th 
+I .3% +0.8% +0.8% 

\ 
Note: All data for this month are preliminary. Revised valu he previous month are shown in Tables 1 and 2. 

All vehicle-miles of travel computed with 1997 Table s a base 
1 

Compiled with data an hand as of August 16, 1999. 
Q 





Traffic Volume Trends - May 1999 

Based on preliminary reports from the State Highway Agencies, travel during May 1999 
on all roads and streets in the nation increased by 1.0 percent as compared to May 1998 
resulting in estimated travel for the month at 232.3 billion vehicle-miles. This total includes 
93.3 billion vehicle-miles on rural roads and 138.9 billion vehicle-miles on urban roads 
and streets. 

Travel for the current month as well the cumulative yearly total on all roads and streets is shown 
below. Similar totals for each year since 1970 are also included. 

Travel in Millions 
All Roads and Streets 

Year May Year to Date 
1 970 97,972 435,765 
1971 1 03,655 460,190 
1 972 1 1 0,945 497,847 
1 973 1 14,819 51 9,660 
1 974 112,167 498,938 
1 975 1 16,659 5 I 9,507 
1976 123,278 555,564 
1 977 1 28,884 575,218 
1978 1 34,427 599,057 
1 979 132,394 61 7,344 
.I 980 1 31,269 605,946 
1981 1 34,305 61 6,382 
1982 140,283 61 5,579 

P 1983 143,619 640,438 
1984 151,046 669,693 
1985 156,726 692,273 
1986 160,459 71 8,443 
1987 167,776 761,065 
1988 1 78,042 803,309 
1989 I 84,823 840,616 
1990 1 89,247 864,210 
1991 1 91,929 861,783 
1992 1 96,725 894,428 
1993 205,981 91 7,11 I 
1994 206,594 933,949 
1995 21 2,586 976,916 
1996 218,676 988,128 
1997 226,082 1,023,401 
1998 229,913 1,045,176 
1 999 232,253 I ,058,977 

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report based on hourly traffic count data. These data, collected at 
approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent 
change in traffic for the current month compared to the same month in the previous year. This percent 
change is applied to the travel for the same month of the previous year to obtain an estimate of travel for 
the current month. 

For additional information: 

r' Travel Monitoring Division 

- Federal Highway Administration 
400 7th Street, S.W., Room 3300, HPPI Phone (202) 366-01 75 
Washington, DC 20590 FAX (202) 366-7742 





Federal Highway Administration 
I rn Office of Highway Policy Information 

400 7th Street S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

I 

Table 1 - Estimated Individual Monthly Motor Vehicle Travel In The United States 
I 
System 

Table 2 - Estimated Cumulative Monthly Motor Vehicle Travel In The United States 
I 1 Month 

Month 

JAN I FEB I MAR I APRIL I MAY I JUNE I JULY / AUG I SEP I OCT / NOV I DEC 

1998 Individual Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 
20.3 

31.6 

29.9 

30.2 

71.2 

212.7 

* System entries may not add to give "All Systems" total due to rounding. 

System 

21.0 
34.8 

31.7 

30.8 

71.3 

219.3 

23.7 

38.1 

34.3 

32.9 

75.8 

236.5 

: 

+ 

JAN I FEB I MAR ( APRIL I MAY I JUNE / JULY / AUG ( SEP 1 OCT I NOV I DEC 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

21.6 

35.3 

32.8 

31.5 

73.4 

225.5 

16.8 

27.6 

26.1 

27.0 

63.2 

17.7 

28.6 

27.8 

28.6 

67.4 

198.2 

1999 Individual Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

1998 Cumulative Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

20.3 

31.9 

29.7 

29.7 

68.5 

208.8 

19.6 

31.3 

29.8 

30.3 

71.0 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

17.5 

28.6 

26.7 

27.3 

63.9 

190.8 

20.3 

32.5 

30.9 

31.1 

72.2 

~ 3 1 L 2 ~ ~  
217.2 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 
-- - 

34.6 

56.2 

53.9 

55.6 

130.6 

5J-3 
385.1 

17.7 

28.6 

27.8 

28.6 

67.4 

289 
198.2 

21.3 

32.8 

31.2 

30.7 

72.3 

187.0 

17.9 

28.6 

27.2 

28.1 

66.7 

196.1 
Percent Change In Individual Monthly Travel 1999 vs. 1998 

- -- 

211.5 

21.8 

33.7 

31.8 

31.1 

73.4 

222.6 

54.2 

87.5 

83.6 

85.9 

201.6 

596.6 

22.5 

35.9 

33.6 

31.7 

74.8 

218.6 

22.8 

36.5 

34.0 

32.1 

75.1 

232.3 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

1999 Cumulative Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

227.2 229.9 

4.1 

3.6 

2.2 

1.4 

1.1 

l-3 
2.1 

1 .I 
-0.2 

-2.1 

-1.7 

-1 .O 

~ 3 s  
-1.1 

75.5 

120.3 

2 8 9 ~ 2 9 3 , ~ U 3 1 9 ; 3 2 9 ~ ~ ~ u L z ~  
243.6 

21.9 

36.0 

33.0 

31.3 

74.0 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

24.2 

39.9 

35.3 

33.6 

77.7 

3.8 

3.7 

3.9 

2.5 

1.8 

22 
2.7 

97.9 

156.2 

35.4 

57.1 

53.8 

55.5 

17.9 

28.6 

27.2 

28.1 

66.7 

196.1 
Percent Change In Cumulative Monthly Travel 1999 vs. 1998 

2.5 

2.8 

2.0 

1 .I 

1.5 

1.8 

114.8 

116.7 

273.9 

815.3 

55.8 

89.6 

84.8 

86.6 

1.5 

1.6 

1.2 

1.4 

0.4 

at! 
1 .O 

119.8 

192.2 

148.4 

148.4 

348.7 

1045.2 

167.7 

270.3 

144.0 

232.2 

181.4 

179.7 

422.7 

1272.3 

77.6 

123.3 

116.6 

117.6 
130.7 

386.9 

2.5 

1.7 

0.0 

-0.2 

0.0 

a. 
0.5 

3.0 

2.4 
1.4 

0.7 

0.6 

Q,li 
1.2 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

251.0 

246.2 

576.2 

f Z L 4 . l & ? J . 1 2 6 3 L u ! . A ~ 2 2 a 8 ~ ~ ~  
1752.4 

216.7 

213.2 

500.4 

1515.9 

100.4 

159.8 

150.6 

149.8 

276.3 

826.7 

202.9 

~ ~ ~ ~ 1 4 2 9  
604.1 

1.1 

-0.2 
-2.1 

-1.7 

-1 .O 

A6 
-1.1 

188.7 

305.1 

351.4 

1059.0 

2.8 

2.5 

1.5 

0.8 

0.9 

l,l 
1.4 

282.8 

277.0 

647.5 

1971.8 

2.5 

2.3 

1.5 

0.9 

0.8 

19 
1.3 

210.2 

340.4 

315.6 

308.5 

721.0 

2197.2 

230.6 

372.3 

250.8 

403.9 

345.3 

338.1 

789.5 

2406.0 

375.2 

368.4 

860.6 

2618.7 





Table 5 - Changes On Rural Arterial Roa( 
May 

Vehicle-Miles 

3 B Re ion and State 
A ril 

Vehicle-Miles 
Number Millions Percent 

Stations Revised 

Number 
Region and State 

Stations 

Millions Percent -1 Change 
Prelimina 

] - Connecticut I 24 1 401 1 3921 2.5 
Maine 
Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New York 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 

South Atlantic 
Delaware 
Dist Of Columbia 
Florida 
Georgia 
Maryland 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Virginia 
West Virginia 

North Central 
Illinois 38 1,851 1,832 1.0 
Indiana 1,695 1,676 1.1 
Iowa 131 1,144 1,121 2.1 
Kansas 147 91 5 900 1.6 
Michigan 1,983 1,947 1.8 
Minnesota 1,462 1,445 1.2 
Missouri 10 1,690 1,654 2.2 .e Nebraska 31 722 722 -0.1 
North Dakota 44 288 294 -2.2 
Ohio 57 2,039 1,999 2.0 
South Dakota 57 403 401 0.5 
Wisconsin 123 1.896 1.869 1.4 

16,086 15,859 1.4 

South Gulf 
Alabama 1,465 1,441 1.6 
Arkansas 1,064 1,037 2.6 
Kentucky 40 1,246 1,245 0.0 
Louisiana 1,051 1,021 2.9 
Mississippi 62 1,159 1,123 3.2 
Oklahoma 1,681 1,650 1.9 
Tennessee 1,774 1,742 1.9 
Texas 3.940 3.906 0.9 

13,379 13,166 1.6 

West 
Alaska 125 123 1.9 
Arizona 56 951 908 4.6 
California 3,677 3,560 3.3 
Colorado 896 884 1.3 
Hawaii 2 128 124 3.0 
Idaho I54 448 438 2.3 
Montana 37 458 458 0.0 
Nevada 48 333 319 4.2 
New Mexico 38 775 761 1.8 
Oregon 1 30 976 958 1.9 
Utah 88 548 532 3.0 
Washington 1,020 7,000 2.0 
Wyoming 110 378 3ZZ 0.3 

10,711 10,442 2.6 

TOTALS 59,328 58,415 1.6 

-- 
Note: Where Number of Stations are shown as dashes, the value 
derived from the estimated VMT based on data from surroundin 

0 

'i g,"I 9,%i -;; 1 
55,525 54,083 

for Vehicle-Miles and Percent Change are 
States or the Nationwide average VMT. 













Traffic Volume Trends Rural* 
Estimated Vehicle Miles (Millions) and Percent Change from Same Period Previous Year 

(Includes Preliminary Data far May 1999) 

- Rural Other Arterial 2 

Jan 17,724 5.3 

Mar 19.612 0.1 Mar . 31.297 -0.5 

Q1 54,163 3.8 Q1 87,492 2.5 

Apr 21,298 8.0 Apr 32,785 5.3 

3.4 Jun 96.020 3.2 

Q2 65,615 5.5 Q2 104,754 3.8 

OtherRural 0 l2?Mmal % m 34 
Jan 27,758 4.1 Jan 74,088 5.4 Jan 198,157 4.2 

Feb 26,102 0.7 Feb 70,518 2.5 Feb 186,955 1.6 

Mar 29.777 -0.9 Mar 80.686 -0.5 Mar 211.519 -0.2 

Q1 83,637 1.2 0 1  225,292 2.3 Q1 596,631 1.8 

Apr 31,182 3.0 Apr 85,265 5.1 Apr 218,629 3.5 

1st Half 119,778 4.7 

Jul 24,224 5.2 

May 33,620 1.8 1 ~ a y  92.035 3.0 l ~ a y  229,914 1.71 

I st Half 192,246 3.2 

Jui 39,929 2.9 

Jun 33.004 1.9 Jun 90.875 2.8 Jun 227.173 
Q2 97,806 2.2 Q2 268,175 3.6 Q2 675,716 2.4 2-2 I 

IstHaIf 181,443 1.7 

Jul 35,273 2.0 

Aug 34,316 0.4 

Sep 31.724 2.0 

Q3 101,313 1.5 

Nov 29,685 3.1 INOV 81,893 3.9 1 NOV 208,763 3.1 1 

3 Qs 282,756 1.6 

Oct 32,821 2.1 

Dec 29.907 2.41Dec Bi.837 3.41Dec ?2l&ZU 2.6 1 

1st Half 493,467 3.0 

Jul 99,426 3.1 

Aug 96,088 1.0 

Sep B7.536 3.9 

Q3 283,050 2.6 

1st Half 1,272,347 2.1 

Jul 243,551 2.9 

Aug 236,519 1.3 

Sep 219.337 2.7 

Q3 699,407 2.3 

3Qs 776,517 2.9 

0ct 89,675 3.0 

Year - 1999 I 

3 Qs 1,971,754 2.2 

Oct 225,460 1.9 

Q4 92,413 2.6 

2nd Half 193,726 2.0 

Year 375,169 1.9 

Q4 253,405 3.4 

2nd Half 536,455 3.0 

Year 1,029,922 3.0 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 

1 

I 

Q4 646,947 2.5 

2nd Half 1,346,354 2.4 

Year 2,618,701 2.3 

! * Table 9B Rural 

ilmB@JE % 
Jan 196,063 -1 .I 

Feb 190,797 2.1 

Mar 217 3.71 2.7 

Q1 604,091 1.3 

2.4.Apr 222,633 1.8 

May 232,252 1 .O 

Jun Q 

Q2 454,885 1.4 

1st Half 1,058,976 1.3 

.Jut 0 

Aug 0 

Sep Q 

Q3 0 

3 Qs 1,058,976 1.3 

Oct 0 

NOV 0 

Dec Q 
Q4 0 

2nd Ha l  0 - 
Year 1,058,976 1.3 

Total Rural !% 

Jan 73,632 -0.6 

Feb 72,758 3.2 

Mar 83.758 3.8 

Q1 230,148 2.2 

Apr 87,334 

May 93,351 1.4 

Jun Q - 
Q2 180,685 1.9 

1st Hall 410,833 2.0 

ju l  0 - 
Aug 0 - 
Sep Q - 

Q3 0 

3 Qs 410,833 2.0 

Oct 0 - 
NOV 0 - 

Dec !2 - 
Q4 0 

2nd Half 0 - 
Year 410,833 2.0 

QmxEUll  % 
Jan 27,168 -2.1 

Feb 26,670 2.2. 

Mar 30.945. 3.9 

Q1 84,783 1.4 

Apr 31,809 2.0 

May 34,024 1.2 

Jun 0 - 
Q2 65,833 1.6 

IstHaIf 150,616 t.5 

Jul 0 - 

L 
Jan 17,913 1.1 

Feb 17,510 4.1 

Mar 20.348 3.8 

Q1 55,771 3.0 

Apr 21,821 2.5 

May 22,793 1.5 

Jun Q - 
Q2 44,614 1.9 

1st Half 100,385 2.5 

Jul 0 - 

v % 
Jan 28,551 -0.2 

Feb 28,578 3.6 

Mar 32.465 3.7 

Q I  89,594 2.4 

Apr 33,704 2.8 

May 36,534 1.6 

Jun Q - 
Q2 70,238 2.2 

1st Half 159,832 2.3 

Jul 0 - 
Aug 0 - 
5 ' 3 ~  Q - 

Q3 0 

3 Qs 100,385 2.5 -~ -- 
Oct 0 - 
NOV 0 - 
Dec !2 - 

Q4 0 

2nd Half 0 - 
Year 100,385 2.5 

Aug 0 - 
Sep Q - 

Q3 0 

3 Qs 159,832 2.3 

Oct 0 - 
NOV 0 - 
Dec Q - 

Q4 0 

2nd Half 0 - 

.Aug 0 - 
Sep Q - 

Q3 0 

3 0 s  150,616 1.5 

Oct 0 - 
Nov 0 - 

'Dec Q - 
Q4 0 

2nd Half 0 - 
Year 159,832 2.3 Year 150,616 1.5 





Traffic Volume Trends Urban* 
Estimated Vehicle Miles (Millions) and Percent Change from Same Period Previous Year 

(Includes Preliminary Data for May 1999) 

Jun 31311 

I 

Dec 30.238 

I 

Clrbanlnterstate X Y rban Other Arterial 5% I?&u&m AII.Svstems 3 0 

Jan 28,647 3.3 Jan 67,409 4.5 3.5Jan 198,157 4.2 Jan 124,069 

Feb 26,959 1.5 Feb 63,222 1.7 Feb 1 16,437 1.1 Feb 186,955 1.6 

Mar 30.337 0.3 

Q1 85,943 1.6 

Apr 30,732 2.7 

May 31,682 0.8 

Year - 1999 

Jun 30.955 1.8 

Q2 92,706 2.1 

1st Half 176,497 2.1 

Jul 32,861 2,5Jul 

Aug 31,694 

Sep 29.710 1.7 

Q3 94,265 1.7 

3 Qs 270,762 1.9 

Oct 30,825 1.6 

Nov 28,707 3.2 

Dec 29.492 2.7 

Q4 89,024 2.5 

2nd Half 183,289 2.1 

Year 359,786 2.1 

Mar 70.974 -0.1 

Q1 201,605 1.2 

Apr 72,309 2.0 

May 74,769 0.6 

Jun 136 ?9@ 1.8 

Q2 407,541 ' 1.7 

1st Half 778,880 1.6 

144,125 2.7 

0.9Aug 140,431 1.5 

Sep 131.801 2.0 

Q3416,357 2.1 

3Qs 1,195,237 1.8 

Oct 135,785 1.2 

Nov 126,870 2.7 

Dec 130.887 2.1 

Q4 393,542 2.0 

2nd Half 809,899 2.0 

Year 1,588,779 1.8 

Mar 29.527 0.0 

Q1 83,791 2.0 

Apr 30,323 3.2 

May 31,428 1.3 

Jun 227.173 2.2 

Q2 675,716 2.4 

I st Half 1,272,347 2.1 

Jul 243,551 2.9 

Aug 236,519 1.3 

Sep 219.337 2.7 

Q3 699,407 2.3 

3 Qs 1,971,754 2.2, 

Oct 225,460 1.9 

Nov 208,763 3.1 

Dec 12112.724 2.6 

Q4 646,947 2.5 

2nd Half 1,346,354 2.4 

Year 2,618,701 2.3 

im.ammm % 
Jan 28,148 -1.7Jan 

Feb 27,337 1.4 

Mar 31981 2.5 

01  86,566 0.7 

Apr 31,067 1.1 Apr 73,415 1.5 Apr 30,817 1.6 Apr 135,299 1.5 Apr 222,633 1.8 

May 32,132 1.4 May 75.096 0.4 May 31,673 0.8 May 138,901 0.7 May 232,252 1 .O 

Jun Q - Jun Q - Jun - Jun Q Q - Jun Q 
Q2 63.199 1.3 Q2 148,511 1.0 Q2 62,490 1.2 Q2 274,200 1.1 Q2 454,885 1.4 

1st Half 149,765 0.9 1st Half 351,385 0.8 1st Half 146,993 1.0 1st Half 648,143 0.9 1st Half 1,058,976 1.3 

Jul 0 - Jul 0 - Jul 0 - Jul 0 - Jul 0 

Aug 0 - Aug 0 - Aug 0 Aug 0 - Aug 0 - 
SeP Q - Sep Q - Sep Q Sep Q - Sep Q - 

Q3 0 Q3 0 Q3 0 Q3 0 Q3 0 

3 Qs 149,765 0.9 3 Qs 351,385 0.8 3 Qs 146,993 1.0 3 Qs 648,143 0.9 3 Qs 1,058,976 1.3 

Oct 0 - Oct 0 - Oct 0 - Oct 0 - Oct 0 

NOV 0 - NOV 0 - NOV 0 - NOV 0 - NOV 0 

Oec Q - Dec Q - Dec Q - Dec Q - Dec Q 
Q4 0 Q4 0 Q4 ' 0 Q4 0 Q4 0 

2nd Half 0 - 2nd Half 0 - 2nd Half 0 - 2nd Half 0 - 2nd Half 0 - 
Year 149,765 0.9 Year 351,385 0.8 Year 146,993 1.0 Year 648,143 0.9 Year 1,058,976 1.3 

,F 
* Table 98 Urban 

Qttmum % 
Jan 27,566 -1.6 

Feb 26,763 

Mar 30.174 2.2 

Q1 84,503 0.8 

!&ban Other Arterial % 

66,717 -1.0 

Feb 63,939 1.1 

Mar 72.218 1.8 

Q1 202,874 0.6 

Mar 130.833 -0.0 

Q1 371,339 1.5 

Apr 133,364 2.5 

May 137,879 0.8 

Mar 21 1.519 -0.2 

Q1 596,631 1.8 

Apr 218,629 3.5 

May 229,914 1 -7 

l31Wmaa 0 

Jan 122,431 -1.3 

1.9Feb 118,039 1.4 

Mar 133.473 2.0 

Q1 373,943 0.7 

m 9 
Jan 196,063 -1.1 

Feb 190,797 2.1 

Mar 17.231. 2.7 

Q1 604,091 1.3 




