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TRAFFIC V O L W  TRENDS - MAY 197 e 
Based on prel iminary r e p o r t s  from t h e  s t a t e  highway agencies,  t r a v e l  
during May 1979 on a l l  roads and s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  na t  on decreased by -1.9 
percent  as compared t o  May 1978, r e s u l t i n g  i n  es t im t e d  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  
month a t  131,334 m i l l i o n  veh ic l e  miles .  This t o t a l  includes 47,680 m i l l i o n  
veh ic l e  mi les  on main r u r a l  roads, 13,495 m i l l i o n  v 1 h i c l e  mi les  on o t h e r  
r u r a l  roads,  and 70,159 m i l l i o n  veh ic l e  mi les  on c igy  s t r e e t s .  

I 

Travel  f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  month as we l l  a s  t h e  cumulative yea r ly  t o t a l  on main 
r u r a l  roads and f o r  a l l  roads and s t r e e t s  is  shown $elow. Simi lar  t o t a l s  
f o r  each year s lnce  1970 a r e  a l s o  included. 1 

TRAVEL I N  MXLLXONS 

Main Rural Roads A l l  Roads and S t r e e t s  
May Year t o  Date May Year t o  Date 

1970 36,062 153,259 97,972 435,766 
197 1 37,880 162,386 103,655 460,189 
1972 39,338 168,493 110,945 497,846 
1973 41,034 177,900 114,819 51 9,660 
2974 38,901 166,118 112,16 7 498,938 
1975 40,890 176,149 116,659 519,507 
1976 43,793 192,974 123,278 555,564 
1977 46,252 199,125 128, $84 575,218 
1978 48,497 206,589 133,877 589,015 
1979 47,680 211,020 131,334 600,296 

T r a f f i c  Volume Trends i s  a monthly r epor t  prepared by t h e  Planning Services 
Branch, Highway S t a t i s t i c s  Division,  based on hourly t r a f f i c  count da ta .  
These da ta ,  c o l l e c t e d  a t  approximately 4,000 continbous t r a f f i c  counting 
loca t ions  nationwide, a r e  used t o  determine t h e  per~cent  change i n  t r a f f i c  
f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  month compared t o  t h e  same month i n  t h e  previous year .  This 
percent  change i s  applied t o  t h e  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  same per iod  i n  t h e  previous 
year  t o  o b t a i n  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  period. 

I 

For e x t r a  copies ,  o r  t o  be  put  on t h e  monthly mai14ng l i s t ,  contac t :  
I 

Federa l  Highway Administrat ion I 
i 

Off ice  of  Publ ic  A f f a i r s ,  Room 4208 
400 7 th  S t r e e t ,  SW. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

1 
Phone (202) 426-0677. I 

I 

I 



FIGURE 1 - TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS, BY MONTHS 
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TABLE 1.-SUMMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA \ 

_------__-------I-_----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

* PRELIM1 NARY DATA FOR HAY 8 kEVISED DATA FOR APRIL 
'--------------------------------------------'------------------------------------------ 
* VEHICLE-MILES 1 I VEHICLE-MILES I 

a IWILLIONS) ' PERCENTAGE (MILLIONS) PERCENTAGE 
8----------------------------,8 CHANGE '------------------------------a CHANGE 
t 1 9 7 9  U 1 9 7 8  t 8 1 9 7 9  * 1 9 7 8  8 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CLASS OF ROAOI ALL STATES: 8 8 I I 1 1 

MAIN RlJRAL ROADS.to.r..*o.rro.. 47.680 ' 48.497 * -1.7 ' 4 5 1 7 9 7  ' 44.274 ' 3.4 
LOCAL RURAL ROADSe.o.e..*.-*.*. 8 1 3 - 4 9 5  ' 13,619 -0.8 ' 1 2 7 5 3 3  12.260 ' 2.2 
ALL RURAL ROAD SO**^.^..-*--.*..^ 61.175 6 2 9 1 0 8  ' -1.5 ' 581330 ' 56.534 ' 3.2 
C I T Y  STREETS...*.**..--..=--.* ' 70.159 ' 71,769 ' -2.2 ' 69,373 681495 ' 0.8 
ALL RnADS AND STREETS*......... ' 131.334 133,877 -1.9 * 1271403 * 125,029 8 1.9 

8 8 8 V I 8 

48 STATES (MAIN RURAL f3NI.Y): I a I v 1 8 

EASfERrJ REGION.ooroo-.-*-.-.. ' 17.182 * 1 7 - 3 4 1  -0.9 ' 16.794 ' 16.221 * 3.5 
CENTRMREGION.** * - . . . * * . - . - - - '  231375 * 23.680 * -1.3 * 21.956 ' 2 1 ~ 3 9 5  ' 2.6 
YESTERN  REGION^^^^.^..*----^ ' 6 t 8 3 9  7,189 ' -4.9 ' 6 ~ 7 7 7  ' 61393 ' 6.0 

8 1 8 8 1 1 

T O T A L . - * . . . o * - * * * . * * o * - - *  47.396 ' 4 8 ~ 2 1 0  * -1.7 * 45.527 * 44,009 ' 3.4 
I-------Y---------------------------------------------I~I----_-----__C----------------------------------------_--------- 

TABLE 2.-CHANGES ON HAIN RURAL ROADS BY STATES 

----------_------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
1 HAY * APRIL I I I MAY ' 

8 I 
APRIL 

' (PRELfMfNARYI * (SEVISEDJ nrv 1s [ r a ~  AND STATE ------------------ - ---------- -- * (PRELIMINARY) ' (REVISED) 
H D I V I S I O N  AND STATE '--------------------I--------------------- 

* NVMBER ' PER- ' NUMBER ' PER- ' *  * NUMBER ' PER- * NUMBER ' PER- 
' OF ' CENTAGE ' OF : CENTAGE * *  * OF * CENTAGE ' OF ' CENTAGE ' STAT IONS ' CHANGE ' STATIONS CHANGE " * STATIONS ' CHANGE ' STATIONS ' CHANGE - - - - - - - - - - - , - - - - - - - - - - - I - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

NEW ENGLAND: 1 I a 1 ' *EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: ' I . ' " ' * * * UJNNECTICUT*...--I' 9 - 3 . 9  8 - 1 - 7  ALABAMA-......r...' 53  - 0 . 1  53 2.7 . ' - ' - ' MAINE...o*.r......' 2 1  3.7 2 1  1.5 " KENTUCKY.*....+..+' 3 8  1.9 3 6  3.0 - ' - ' ' MASSACHUSETTS...o.' 6 9 - 2  6 1 - 3  " MfSSISSIPPI*......' 43 2.8 4 0  4.1 . .  .. . NEW HAMPSHIRE...*-' . .  - * 63 8.1 TENNESSEE-o.e.....* - *  - 8 - t *  
- * 3 3  ' 3.6 

RHOOE iSLAND.o....' - ' e * a (I 

VFRMOM....**...-.' 40 a .  6 a 3 9  * 3.6 *'HEST NORTH CENTRAL: a I 1 1 
8 I I 8 " fOWA.o.r.........o' 32 * - 2 . 9  ' 3 1  * 3.7 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC: ' ; I I 
I - * ' *  KANSAS..*-o..r.*.+' 68  ' - 3 . 9 '  6 9  0.6 

- *  * NEW JERSEV.t...rrrl . "  MINNESOTA-oo*...r.' 3 7  - 2 . 3  ' 3 7  2.8 
NEW YORK..*.....*-' 1 ' .  5.0 ' 23 a 2.1 * *  MISSOURI-.o.....-.' 6 8  . -  1 0  ' 7 3  . 1.7 

a ' a  PENNSYLVANIA....rr8 5 3  ' -  1 52 . 0.1 NEBRASKAo.r.......' 1 9  a .  5.1 ' 22 ' 0.8 
t 8 I I " NEIRTH DAKOTA.r.m.** - ' - 3.7 - * - 4 . 7  

SOlJTH ATL W f  I C  I I I * " SOUTH DAKOTAo.....' . '  - * 
8 8 1 8 S 8 

3 5  8 3.7 
(NORTH): * * 1 1 

OELAWAR€,.~*.*.*--* 1 3  * - 2.8 ' 1 3  ' - 0.6 "MEST S W T H  CENTRAL: ' I * a 
MARYL ArJOool.+rr..rt - * - 1 3 4  * 8.5 " ARKANSAS.....r-...* 2 3  ' - 0 . 7  * 2 7  2.3 . .  . . .  . .  V I R G I N I A * '  3.3 4 . 3 "  LOUISIANA*.....*..@ - t 4 3  3.6 . .  WEST VIRGINIQ*.o*.' 2 7  * -  1 * 25 I 4.3 .' OKLAHnMA,...r.....* I - 8 - 

8 8 I q ' * 1 1 7  ' - G.2. ' 
SOlJrH ATLANTIC * a I , 8 I 1 8 a 8 

1 1 6  ' 4.4 

(SO1JTH): 1 * 8 1 "MOUNTAIN: I I t I 

FLftRIOA.....**.*-.' 2 7  * 9.0 ' 29 . 5.5 " ARIZONA........O..~ 9 . 6.2 * 8 1 8.7 
GFORGIA..*....*.o-' . *  - - t - " COLORADO..*..*+.o.' 4 2  - 1 . 7  * 4 2  8 2.7 
NORfH CARnLlNA*.*.* 4 5  * 1.5 ' 4 4  * 6.1 " IDAHO.,...........' - 8  - t - I 6 4  ' 1.5 SOUTHtARnLINA....' 1 3  I 0.0 * 1 2  . 8.6 " MONTANA~*~...I...~' . '  1 5  ' 1.4 

8 * 1 I a ' ' " NEVADA..-I..*....I* 2 7  - 7 . 1  2 8  7.2 
EAST NORTH CEMTRAL: * 8 * 1 " NEW MEXICO..*..+..' 30 * 2 3 0  * 4.1 

 ILLINOIS^^.--.-^.*' 2 8  . .  3.2 ' 2 5  @ .  2.2 " UTAH**.........mr.* . * -  3 . 1  ' 4 2  a 0 0 7  
N I N A 8  22 * -  1 3  * 22 * 2.2 " WYOHTNG.I.........' - 9  4.6 ' -  3.8 
MICHIGbN**..**.**.' 6 7  * - 1 4  66 ' 2 -6  * *  I I * I 

OHTf'l.....or*..--.*t 23 * .  2.3 " 22 . 2.2 "PACIFIC: * I I 1 

WISCONSIN..~..*.SI' 48 ' - 2 . 0  * 4 8  ' 3.9 " CALIFORNIA...r+...' 15 ' - 5 . 9  ' 1 3  ' 9.9 
- 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - - 8 1  OREGrlN .............. - I 

ALASKA.....o...o..8 * - I 48 a -  1.7 " HASHINC;TON.*o.....' 2 4  . -  6 1  ' 2 2  3.5 
74 ' 2.2 

HAWAI~O..-~.*.*-..~ 3 * 0.5 ' 3 ' 5.4 " I I I I ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
NOTE: I-RIIRAL MILEAGE OF EACH CAJCR TOLL ROUTE I S  CCNSIDERED AS ONE OR MORE STATIONST DEPENDING ON STATES* METHOD OF REPORTING. 

?-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS I S  SHOWN AS A DASH AND A VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE I S  INDICATFD* THE LATTER VALUE I S  
BASED ON A STATEWIDE ESTTMATE PROVIDED BY THE H I G W A Y  AGENGY DETERMINED FRRH EXTENSIVE TRAFFIC SAMPLING SURVEYS, 

+WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATTCNS AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE SHOWN AS DASHES, SUFFICIENT INFORMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE 
TO DETERMINE AN ESTIMATE* 

I 
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