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Data spotlights represent data and statistics from a specific period of time, and do not reflect ongoing data collection. As individual spotlights are static stories, they are not 
subject to the Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) web standards and may not be updated after their publication date. Please contact BTS to request updated information.

January 3, 2022

Taking the Measure of Transportation in 2021
At the Bureau of Transportation Statistics, we produced a wide variety of charts and tables to understand 
transportation and its consequences in 2021. We selected three of those measures to highlight the year in 
transportation: Daily Trips, Domestic Flight Departures, and the Freight Transportation Services Index. If they 
tell one overall story for 2021, that story begins and ends with COVID-19.

DAILY TRIPS: THE STORY OF TRANSPORTATION IN 2021 STARTS WITH 
PEOPLE.
BTS measures trips by anonymized movements of cell phones and other location device services. Through 
the first week of December, people across the U.S. made 855 billion trips in 2021. That’s 91% of the trips 
Americans made in pre-pandemic 2019. 
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As the chart below shows, the weekly totals of trips in 2021 finally exceeded the weekly totals in 2019 starting 
at the end of October.

DOMESTIC FLIGHT DEPARTURES: AIR TRAVEL CATCHES UP IN LATTER HALF 
OF 2021
In the first two weeks of 2021, the number of domestic flights in the U.S. was only 69% of those operated in the 
same period of 2019 and the pre-pandemic weeks of 2020. By the second half of 2021, however, air travel was 
rapidly approaching a pre-pandemic normal. Domestic flights departing from July through December were at 
about 90% of the corresponding number of flights in 2019.
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FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION SERVICES INDEX: 2021 RANKS AS THIRD 
HIGHEST YEAR ON RECORD
The BTS Freight Transportation Services Index (Freight TSI) measures the volume of freight moved monthly 
by the for-hire transportation sector in the United States. By October 2021, the monthly average reached 
135.7 (or 35.7 percent above the average for all months in the reference year 2000). The October value was 
substantially above the COVID-19 low of 125.2 following the beginning of the pandemic in April 2020, but the 
index is still below its all-time high of 142.0 in August 2019.

To produce more goods and deliver them to consumers, industries require additional freight transportation 
services. Because changes in the Freight TSI reflect changes in the demand for goods and services, an 
increasing Freight TSI generally indicates a growing economy. COVID makes the picture more complicated 
because disruptions to the availability of transportation workers affect the ability of the freight system to 
meet demands for freight movement, and some of the increased freight demand reflects a shift in consumer 
spending from services to goods while activities such as eating out were restricted.

WHAT WILL TRANSPORTATION LOOK LIKE IN 2022?
As 2021 gives way to 2022, disruptions in passenger travel and concerns with supply chains remain in the 
news. BTS will continue to measure key facets of transportation on a weekly basis at https://www.bts.gov/
twit and an even larger number of aspects on a monthly basis at https://www.bts.gov/mts. Statistics are also 
available from the national level at https://www.bts.gov/nts to the county level at https://www.bts.gov/ctp.

However, you measure it, BTS wishes you a great new year!

https://www.bts.gov/twit
https://www.bts.gov/twit
https://www.bts.gov/mts
https://www.bts.gov/nts
https://www.bts.gov/ctp




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Taking the Measure of Transportation in 2021.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 27



		Failed: 2







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Failed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Failed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

