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Collecrively, roadsides provide the 
laroesc cross-!:it.."Ct:ion of chis Nation's narural,:::, 

floristic beaucy visible to _i:he public. This 
• 

regional character, expressed by the narivc 
wildflower.; and gr,3s.ses unique co each area 

• of che counay, sec che (:Ourse for Lady Bird 
Johnson nearly chree decades ago. 

During President Johnson's adminism.­
tion, Mrs. Johnson primarily focused on 
conservation and ~nvironmencal cssues, 
building support for national parks, wild 
land preserves, and narural areas. Her inter­
est included the more visible beaucificacion 

,. ashington, D.C.. and our Nation's 
des. To Mrs. Johnson, che roadsides 
tnost specracular when they displayed 

che changing seasonal colors and textures 
c_)t· the wildflowers and gr3S-'-es indigenous ro 
each region t1f t:he counay. 

To encourage chis bcaucy - and co 
renco,1rage t:h.e protection of narive species 
in her home Stace - for cwenty ye-cl.IS Mrs. 
Johnson personally spomon:.;J awards for 
Texas Departct1enc of Transportation 
regional .,caff reSponsible ror roadside main­
cenancc. The program tncouraged the pro­
cecrion of existing native species t:h.rough 

• reduced frequency ot· mowing. mowing ac a 
higher blade level, and che reescablishmcnr 
of species chac were once common to an 
area but had disapp~ared because of over­
maincenance. 

Ic has become clt.-..:i.r chac planting seed 
and reducing 1nowing incrt-J.Se che color 
and, :subsequently, the beauty of the road­
sides (reason enough tor masc of us), buc 

~(..ti&,-, chac several side benefits are a~ realized._ 
Reduced mowing lowerS roadside vegec.ac1on

'• .:...-- . 

mainrenance coses dramacic.ally - up to 
_, 1n cxas, w ich translaces (O m()re chan 

'llion per year! . Pll1s, higher mower sec­
s reduce equipm(:l'I.C damage and protect 

passing m<..)toriscs from f1ying rocks. 
AJJicion~'.tlly. in an era of rapidly 

expanding public environmrencal awareness, 
che roadside righcsJof.Jway have become Jn

• 
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colorful assemblage cf nacive ,grasses and 
wildflowc~ is an easy look co sell Lf citizens 
understand it is the maincenance policy, 
noc dcrelict:ion or ducy. 

Second, ,ve muse reestablish indigenous 
nactve g,,N and wildflow~r species and 
remove at,gte»ive. weedy exotic planes. 
This will ulrimacely result: in balanced 
nacive vegetative communicies chat approx­
imate whac used to exist in narural habicar.s 
before chey lose out co che "plow and che 
cow" and development chac suppon:s an 
ever-growing human population-

Expanding regional pride and sensitivity 
co t:he delicate ecological balance can .esult: 
in ready public accepcance of policies char 
increase regional biodive~icy, save rax.-sup­
poned maintenance budger.s, and pre.serve 
che 1'look.'' One of Mrs. Johnsen's favorite 
commencs is chat '4Ve1111onc should look .J 

like Vettllonct California like California, "'°t 
and Texas like Texas.·• Of course she 
means our roadsides should reflect whac 
nacurally occurs there; rhey should noc be 
homogeneous, looking like front yards, or 
with colorful ''wildflowers'' chat are noc 
native co rhat particular area. 

• 

Different regional looks also bring 
unique regional i:iS'Ues, such as conaol of 
woody vegecation. erosion conaol. salr: • 

accumulation, fire hazards, motorise safe~-, 
t!CC. Resol\·ing these issues is simply a mat-
cer of establishing priorities. The primary 
,;,aoal should be co develop a roadside vcge• 
cacion management: and t!nhancement pro-

I:>
t>t am chac reduces mowing and inc1e:ase.s 
che biodiver$icy of native g1asses and wild-
tlo\vCrS while accommodacing ch<!Se ocher 
requiremenrs. We can all be encour.iged _ 
thac all areas of che couna:y have successtul 
programs chat accomplish just chac. 

When the goal h.a.s such win-win~win 
possibilities, resolving ocher is.sues is e-JSy. 
Founded b,· Mc;. Johnson in 1982. rhe 
National Wildflower Rc5earch Center is 
committed co encouraging Mrs. Johnson's 
vision of the narural beaucy of chis land. 
Our roadsideS are the most important com­
ponent Ln cn.--acing cl legacy of regional 
b.::aucy i.n chis Nacion, and our DOTs are 
r.he agents co make chis vision come crue. 

. . .. . . . .. . • . . 
• • • I • .. ... . 

i111pL1rr:int rh \·sic:.1l link bec\vc~n remaining 
p~1.cch~::; \)t. n~1rur::il \·cgccac1on in many areas 
(1r· ch~ counc~·. There::tore. r1acural genetic 
hit)Ji,.,·crsirv c;.1n be ~nh;1ncL:d ,1nd protected 
un iJlJr right:i-t)f-...,va}· r.hr<.)ugh retscablishing 
nc1ci..,,·e spt:CiL'S and procectin~ che narural 
11~1bic~cs ch~y fc)ttll J.lon,g Ollf ro~1J.5iJes. 
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.\lrs. jQhnson .~illi11,r: bcsi/4 one rif..h.1tr marry 
itril<~/ln11•" j)TtJ_jtr.rs. 

The key to s1..1~h il wi11-win-\,;in program 
(aeschecic bE:aur~1, cconomit sa"·in_gs, envi­
ronmt:!r1cal procectiL)n) is a .simplt: cwo-srep 
prt)Ce$$. First, \ve tnusc change rhe public 
e.xpect;.1cic)n (and someri1nc:s COT inertia 

.,_, - ~--•••''" ·--------- .. . • ,• . 

' ' ~ this y~••i, ,\.trs. jo/lnsu,, ..;·~'.:·:::-~: • 
to Washi,rgtw, to uisit many people, wbvb-;.g·:::.... • 

Sea-etary Peiia and the Ad1ni1A)b,,fl',,,-- to _P,~,-<;:, ._ 

mote the wiJ.djlower prog,am. Her~-!'!~-...~ . 
improving our roadsides and. her energJ w+i_:•.... :·,. 
unriring suppo, t far the w,ldjlower p» wg1 aaii':,.a 
true inspiration... Her work ,.Jim.us thal. our TOdd- . 
si.des can be aes+.hetiullly pleasing as wdJ ,,;·~~ ! 

logical and ecmro,,,;cal '171d. it is a Leguq tluu 
will be rejlect.ed Jar 6-e;:e, ations lo came. ,,. . 

--Jane Garvey, FHWA Deputy A.cbnioi.iibator 
--· --...------·-· ···--------

\)1~)ffi lJt. Jec~1Jts of ''._,i(Jin,t; ic cl1c- s;.1.me way'') 
ct't;.:i.c ut.1i:- Nacion 's rc.)adsiJes sh1...1tJld be mowed 
c~,n:;c,1ncl y and kepc lc.,okin.~ l.ike a front 
v~:ird. A sofcer, n1ore rel,lxt:d, sea.s1.1nal, 
• 

https://cl1c-s;.1.me
https://rejlect.ed
https://j)TtJ_jtr.rs
https://incrt-J.Se
https://ye-cl.IS
https://Nortn..i.11
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BENEFITS ofROADSIDE PROGRAMS: We know what they are~ but we l1ave n.ot been able 
to measure tl1e benefits. I11 1993, we sent a survey to get at tl1ose ve.ry answers. Wl1at we 
discovered was: 

1. 28 States who think native wildflowers/grasses and more environmen·tal approaches are 
valuable:- are doing them and not keeping track of costs. I think they know that initial costs arc 
likely to be higher and arc cost effective only over the long run. Most programs ·began in the 80s 
and have no long run numbers. 

2. The other States are beginning to understand the benefit5 and are moving more slowly. 
The benefits include: 

a Reduce rnainte.nance costs by less mowing 
b. Increase wildlife habitat AND biodiversity 
c. Improve erosion control with vegetation 
d. Increase plan.tin.g successes with regionally hardy plants 
e_ En.hance the aesthetics 'With transition to the natural landscape 
t~ Strengthen partnerships with natu1al resource agencies 
g. Encourage support of adjacent landowners for DOT work (P.R.) 
h. And Suppress noxious weed invasions. 
I. Replace expe11sive garden approaches, with self reliant native plantings 

• 

• 
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MRS. JOHNSON STORIES or HISTORICAL INSIGHTS REGARDING 1965, 87, an,l 93.: 
• 

1. In 1965, President Johnson's Conference on Natural Beauty met. I·t was used to dran1atize 
the most pressing conservation issues of the ti1x1e. But u]tjrxiately the aesthetic~ rather than 

• 

material concerns received emphasis in the President's ··new conservation''. Although this ·was 
not Johnson~s original intent, this began the beautification moveme11t, and ultic11ately the 1965 
Beautification Act. It really began as a conservation of natural resources e:ffort. '"The beauty ot' 
t11e land is a natural resource. Its preservation is linked to the inner prosperity of"the h·wnan 
spirit," said President Johnson on February 8, 1996. ''It is true that we have often been careless 
with our natural bounty. At times we have _paid a heavy price for this neglect. But once our 
people were aroused to the danger, we have acted to preserve our resources for the enrichmen.t <)·t· 
our country and the enjoyn1ent of future generations." 

l\1rs. John.son participated and Laurance S. Rockefeller led the panel of experts to report on 
subjects fTon1 highway billboards to automobile junk yards. The 1965 Beautification Act 

• 

I followed. 

2. In 1987 Mrs. Johnson invited State Highway Agencies ofArkansas, Michigan, Ohio, 
I Flori~ 

• 
Texas and Minnesota to hold a roadside wildflower/beautification "summit''. TheI State representatives discussed their progrcU11S an.d problems with Mrs. J·olmson until 11 :00 that 

l 
I night. At breakfast she began to asl( the hard questions of WI-IY more was not being done. The 
' l typical response was lack of support from their agency's management level. Mrs. Johnson spent 

a lot o·t- time before that and after tl1at visiting State Governors and other officials to pr()rnote a 
more environmental approach to highway rights-of-way. Her n1eetings with Governors and 
Governor's wives let to increased support of~ roadside programs in n1ai1y States . 

• 

Most ot'the States she invi·ted in 1987 remain the most successful roadside stories. Those who 
visited with Mrs. Johnson ca1t1c away inspired to try even harder to make roadside cl1anges. 
1987 was a.lso tbe year STURAA reguire.d the use of native wildflowers. Mrs. Johnson's friend, 
Senator T.Ioyd Bentson, was responslhle for ·that requirement. 

3. (In 1993, shortly after Mrs. Johnson's visit to FHWA to get assuran.ce that roadsides were 
still a priority, David Northington observed the tallowing;) One ofher favorite conunents has 
been: ''Ve11nont should look like V crmon~ California like California, and Texas like ·rexas.'' 
She means our roadsides should reflect wl1.at naturally occurs there; they should not be 
homogeneous, looking like front yards, or with colorful ''wildflowers'' that are not native to that 
particular area., 

Since her visi~ the Federal Highway Ad,,,inistration has: 
a. produced t·wo roadside videos showi11g tl1e environmental work of n1any States, 
b. held three Wild·flower Photo competitions to reward successful roadside programs, 
c. helped promote support for these progran1s tl1rough the quarterly newsletter, 

Greener l~oad5ide~·. 
d. funded _ research and demonstrations ot' native wildflower use. 
E. Begun prod·uction of a use- ot"- native- plants handboo.k, due in 1998. 
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https://assuran.ce

