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The Unlvenily of New Mexico • 

AIJienc,: for Transponation Research Jnstitule 
1001 University Boulevard SB, Suite 103 
Albuquerque, NM 87106-4342 

Aug,,st 6, 1997 • 

The Honorable Rodney E. Slater 
Secretary of Transportation 
U. S. Deparbrte1tt of Transportation 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Thank you for inviting me to participate in a panel discussion at the For•1•1·t on the Future: 
Opportunities and Challenges for Transportation in the 21st Century on August 27. Unfur~,,nately., 
because of other obligations, I will be unable to attend. • 

The topic of what the future holds for transportation and how best to address the industry's 
workforce, infrastructure, and t.echnology needs is an important one and a topic that interests 
me a great deal. I am sorry that I will have to mJ,s4 it, but 1 have had another coiruxtitment on 
that date for some time now and 2111t unable to change it. I hope you will consider me as a 
panelist for another forum in the future. 

Congratulations to you and the Department of Transportation on the Department's 30th 
•anniversary. 

Sincerely, 

Judith M. Espinosa 
Acting President, ATRI 
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August 15, 1997 

Coa1tact: 
Rt,bert D. Meckel 

PO Bo:x Z 
Auslili, Texas 
78713-7509 

(512) 471-3151 
FAX (512) 47·1-5812 

la t news 
from UT 

U.S. Transportation Secretary Rodney 
Slater to speak at policy forum on UT 

•Austin campus about challenges for 
transportation in the 21st century 
AUSTIN, Te,cas &shy; Trai1Sportation expert~ from throughout the 
country, incll1di11g U.S. Transportation Secretary Rodney Slater, will hold a 
policy forwn at n1e Universily of Texas at Austin on Aug. 27 to discuss the 
workforce, technology and infrd.Structure needs of transportation in the new 
mil lenni11rn. • 

The 2:30 to 5 p.m. event at the Lyndon B. Johnson Auditorium is titled 
''Opportunities and Challenges for Transportation in the 21st Century'' and 
honors the 30th anniversary of the legislation signed iI1to law by President 
Johnson to create the U.S. DeparnnenL ofT1·ansportation. The pub.1.ic i~ 
invited to attend the ton,n1 in the audirorium at 2313 Red River. 

The event is being held on Johnson's bitthday in recognition of his 
leadership in launching the Departmc11t of Transportation. The contributions 
of Lady Bird Johnson in the heautificatio11 our nation's highways also will 
be recognized. 

Members of the audience will be encourag~ to participate in discussions 
with the panelists about the role transportation plays i11 a 11ational and glc>bal 
economy. Confi1111ed panelists incll1de: Professor Robe,t Bullard, director 
of the Environmental Ju.c;tice Resource Cent.er at Clm Atl.anta University; 
Robert L. Cra11dall, chait111an and chief executive officer of An1e1ican 
Airlines; J.B. Hunt, senj_or chajnnan ot· J.B. Hunt Transport Inc.; and 
Frederick W. Smith, chainnan, president and chief operc1ling ofticer of 
Federal Express. The event is co-sponsored by the U.S. Depaitn1ent of 
Transportation, the LBJ Library and the LBJ School of Public Affai.r.~ at UT 
AuSLirJ. 

Before I.he panel discussion, U.S. Sen. Charles Robb, D-Va., will provide 
briet· remark..~ as a representative of the Johnson fatt1ily. Fo1111er Texas Gov. 
Ann Richard~ will present a personal perspective on on.e of Johnson's 
legacies &shy; civil rights. 

''On President Johnson's birthday, we have the privilege of bringing 
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together great leaders representing business, gover111ti~nl acid education lo 
disctL'5 the fut•·•rc of b.aosportation, s. • cally to address issues related to 
lhe i.r1du.c;try's world·orce, infrastructure and technology,'' said Slater_ 
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