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RS -- 30th Video -- 690 words (including LBJ's) 

draft-2 -- ~Y Ilene 
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30 years have shown what Lyndon Johnson knew in his heart 
• 

was right: America needed a Department of Transportation. 

As we celebrate 011r 30th year, we want all Americans to 
• 

know: because of this great leader, today America has th.,s finest 

transportation system in the world. A system worthy of America . 

L,~t me read you part of what he wrote to Congress in March, 

1966, when he called for a Transportation Department. 

Tuo centuries ago, the American nation came into being. 

Three bonds united them. 

Tl1ere was the cultural bond of a single language. 

~. moral bond of a 'thirst for liberty. • 

Al:1d a physical bond of a few roads and rivers . 
• 

Two centuries later, the language is the same. The thirst 
• 

for li,l:,erty endures. 

Tl~e primitive roads have become a pQwerful network on which 

the prosperity of our society depends. 

In a nation that spans a continent, transportation is the 

web of union. 

(Music, pretty bridge shots, etc.) 

•• 

! J<>r three decades, presidenta and aenators had tried making 

Transpc,rtation a Cabinet-level Department. But it was Lyndon 

Johnson's pleas that moved it forward: 
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Ve must know an4 we •ust let r11r 

people know that 0 11r syst:.em is no longer a4aquata. Through the 

nezt two aaoades the dem•nd for transportation is going to more 

than. double) 

Transportation was a major force in the 1960s. 

A source of jobs ... the biggest industry ... the lifeline 

of travel and comm~rce. 

But too many highways were congested and unsafe ... airways 

were saturated ... equipment was obsolete .... and government 

policies needed better coordination. 

Senator Magnu~on and Congressman Holifield introduced the 

legislation that passed in the fall of 1966. 

List 
' 

'en to President Johnson at the signing ceremony: 

LBJ Tapes wa have ooma into this hiatorie Bast Room of the 
• 

White Bouse to bring into being a Department of Transportation 

... it will ~e an en~z•~us task to ~uil4 a system America is 

deserviDCJ of. 

In January 1967, President Johnson swore in the first 
• 

secretary, Alan Boyd. You might call him the George Washington 

of Transportation. 

LBJ Tape: I said, when I realiae4 •• voul4 bave a Dew 

~ransportation DapartmeDt, tha~ I wanta4 to look this couDtry 

over and select the moat aompetent man available for this 

assignmqnt. And the one an4 only nam• that came up was AlaD 

Boyc1. 

(Poasi~l• Boyd In~erviaw; if g•t interview, akip tha a~ove 

• 
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quota.) 

On April 1, 1967 the doors opened. Coming ~ogether were 

nearly 100,000 people, from s~ven departments and agencies, with 

a budget of $6 billion. 

30 years is not a long time in the life of an organization. 

But we have had a good beginning. We invested about half a 

trillion dollars in building infrast.ructure, including the great 

interstate system. We deregulated our major transportation 

industries. Now every state has a transportation department. 

4 million citizens are employed in high-paying jobs, moving goods 

and people. 

And what would Lyndon Johnson think -- today? 

He would be pleased that 600 million people fly a year ... 

that 10, 000 fewer people die a year on 0 1,r highways that we 

have a vibrant national freight railroad system ... and public 

.transit helping build comro'Llnities . 
• 

He would look at the Coast Guard with pride, as they save 

5,000 lives and billions in property -- every year 
' 

He would be proud that America's transportation ties are 
• 

growing, from Europe, to Asia, to Latin America, to Africa 

and that America is producing ships, again, for export. 

And Mrs. Johnson is so very proud to know the road­

buildir,gest nation on earth knows that ''where flowers bloom, so 

does hope.'' 

(Mrs. Johnson speaking: shots of vildflowera) 
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