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Bl HTCAI◄ JNFO TIO:N 
Mn. Ly,tdon B•ioes Jobnaon 

(Claud!a Alta Taylor) 

Mrs. Ly•wdon Baines Johnson •as born C Alta Taylor in Ka• •••ck, Texas on 
December 22, 1912.. Mn. Johnson's father was Thc111•11s Jefkcson Taylor, owua of a 
general store who declarrct • If •deater in evc,ything. • Her mother, Minnie 
Fatlilto Taylor, died when the little girl was but five-years_old. She bad two older 
brothers, Toc,11111 and Tony. After her mo1bc1 •s death, Mts. Jobnwn's Aunt Effie 
P11tc illo moved to Ka ■ ,,,ck to look ;,ftc.•· her. At an early age, a oa;rscaeeaid said she 
was •as p111ty as a lady bird• - tbacaf\cr she bee••··~ known to her fa,,aily and friends 
u •1 •cly Bird.• Mrs. Johnson Jit;W up in the •Brick House• and attended a s ■ @•alJ 
rural cl entary school in B111uon Co•;••ty, Texas. She g=••• ■;ated fro••• Marshall 
High School in 1928, and allt-••~ed Saint Mary's Episcopal School for Girls in Dallas • 

from 1928 to 1930. 

Mn. Jc-besoa entc:,cd the Univenity of Tens in 1930 and received a bachelor of a,ts 
degxce in 1933 with a 1111jor in bistury. She a jo1,1vulis,11 degr~ in 1934. 
Many colleges and 11nivcrsities have awarded Mrs. Jobnsnn hoD••taty degrtts. She 
,,,pports and continues to be very intr..[c,ted in the activities of the Lyndon B. J<1brson 
Libra ■ y and ?.fuseom and the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Af&irs, both 
l on The University of Texas 0 11,p,s in Austin . 

. 
Aftec a whirlwmd c,m, tship, Claudia Alta Taylor and Lyndon Jlaiues Johx,son were 
•••••<icd on Nove,11her 17, 1934 at Saint Mart's Cbu1cb in San Anto,,Jo, 
Texas. Two daugbte:rs were botn to the Johnso, ••: Lynda Bird Jobeoon (1944) • 
Cbartes S. Robb) ,csiitcs in Vbgioia; and Luci P1ines Johnson (1947) (x■,a,ried to Ian 
Tu•pid) lives in Austin, Texas Mrs. Jc,l111son bas seven g1aodchildren - o••c boy and 
six girls - and two great-g, awdcbildrcn. Preswe11t JoJ,,,son died at his beloved 1,BJ 

· Ranch on January 22, 1973. 

Mrs. JobnM.m is tbe author of A Whit11 Hou~ D , a record of her activid"5 wl•ich 
she f':c:pt d1t1ing the years her husband sa"ed as the 36th President of the United 
Stites_. About w1i1iug A Wlnte Bo,ue Diary., Mrs. Jc.J111son has said, •1 was keen~y 
aware that I bad a uniqw,e oppo, t11nity, a flout row seat, on an ub'11cling stoty and 
nobody else wu going to see it fiCl•JI quite the vantage • that I saw it.• She also 
co-authore•! Wlldflowen Acro9s ·ca with Carlton 1 «s. 

01,1 it1g her White Ho1-1e years=- Mrs. Johnson served as hoJ10Jary ch•!c 11111n of the 
National Head s,·a ■ t Prog,a,11, a prog,1111 fot 11Ddcap1iwi)eged pre-school childac■• 
which es th to take their places in the classroom on a par with their • 
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In 1977, President d Ford prcsc,,ted Mn. Johnson with tbls cP••••by's highest 
civilian awud, the Medal of F11:cdom. Mas;. Johnson r.xeived the Congressional Gold 
Medal from Pxesid Ronald Reagan in 1988. 

In J&111Jn•Y, 1971~ Mrs. Johnson was appointed to a six-year tii,111 as a of 'the 
Univc1 slty of Tc-:ras System of Regents.· She is a life me of The Uuiv,.rsity 
of Texas Ex-Student iatiou, and has a of the IAtar ,,ational 
Confere11,:e St.cc., ing Co,n111itb:e (1981-82) and The Univcwsity of ·Texas Cent.ennio 
Co,111,aissioa. For •••any years. Mrs. J"boson was a lt11stcc. of the Natio11aJ Geographic 
Society, and continues as a t,1,s•ee e, ■1eritus. She also secv·ed u a me,nber of the 
National Co••••li;r·ree for_the Biceutca,,iaJ Era and as co cb1ir ■ 11au of the Advisory 
Council of the J..w ■ ;.:aican Froodota T:raln Fo■•odation. Mrs. Johnson was appoi11led to 
the Advisory C011ncll to the A,1,e1ican Revolution Bice••tJe••••ial ~d•••inistt.tion by 

·c1ent Ford. In 19777 President Ji ■ •••••y ,q,poJ,,ted Mrs. JoJ•~,on to the 
Prcsidc••t"s Cu111s11ission on White House Fellowships. 

In 1966. Mn. Johnson wu piesea,ted the Gcmg" Foster y A for the 
' 

television program. •A Visit to W~shingtun with Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson on Behalf 
of a More Beauti.fi11 America.• She received the P-Jea ■■w cit Gold<n 
Osndlestici Award from the W en's National Press Club in 1968. 

' . 

Filst and foremost, Mn. J n is an "''"ilon•••entalist~ and Ille bas an active 
•ml« on jna••••~•e•able projects~ In Washington, she enJistLd the aid of frie,•ds to 
pla.1,t thousads of t1,Iip1 and daffi • which still delight visiw,s to our nauon•s 
C11,itaJ. The Hiih,way he!Jlifi~,tlon Act of 1965 was the n:sa ■ lt of Mrs. J •s 
national aign for • ation. 

.... 
Mn. Johnson wu bo••uaary c " of the 

• 

1s8J litfe•••mial Citove on the Potomac 
• 

in 
W•~••ihgtul.l., D. C. She also cb•i•ed the Town Late Beautification Pxojcct, a 

' ' 

• co••••••••oity effort to cl'Clte a hike and bib trait ud to plant flowc.-ing t,oos along the 
Colorado River in Austin, Tens. Sbe bec::a•••e a m of the Natio••al Part 

·ce's Advisory on Natio••at! Patts, Historic Snes., Jh ■ilcliap and Moa•••••c11ts 
' 

in 1969 and served on the council for many yean. ID 1969 Mrs. Johnson fonnrled the 
Te••s Highway Beautification Awards, and for the next twenty years, she h<,stcd the 
: I I I awants cr:1r;1;1onie1 and pt~••ted her pcrsoo,J chccb to the Wlllllc11. She is a 
tr11stee of the American C ation Association. 

On her 70th bitlladay in 1982, Mrs. J,.h1 ■'9n ro,1nr!ed the Natioonl Wildflower 
R h Cc,,,tcr, a non-profit e11viro•11tk; 11tal o.rgau:1 ation dedicated to the pr don 
and re-establisb•c•ent of native plants in nat11e al and p Ian . She do■ •wh.d 
60 acres of land .and a mm of 11aoney to establish the Center which serves u a clQI Ing 
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ho•ese of infor,,,,tion for le all over the co11otry. She her long-held 
d;·ea ••• in 199S wheu the CM•tc.1 moved into its new and facility. Mn. Jol■ i•~n 
is chai, ,,,:m of the Wildflower Center's board of directors. 

' 

In bo,101 of her 80th bhtl•day and •••.my c,1n1ributiou to the bettwment of our 
ec,virOfillleDt, the J ••'y Bircl Jol■ #l;H)D Co■ 1 ::'iClvatiOD Award was llshed in 1992 by 
the J,BJ P01,ndation of Directors. 

' 

' 

In Decc111bu 1972, Presidc-11t and Mts. Jul•••IOD gave tile T,RJ h house ad 
s,,ctoonding pr~ty to the e of tile United States u a national bisto.tic site, 
1emning • life estate in the Ranch. Mrs. JobnM1D co1•ti111,es to liYe at the Ranch in 
Stonewall, Texas, •net she also bas a hOUIC in Austi ■t. She is am of St. 
Bamabss Episcopnt <!Jn11cb in Prederickb;11g, Texas" 
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OTHER. AWARDS PRESENTED TO MRS. LYNDON B. JOHNSON INCLUDE: 
' ' 

' 

Togetherness Award, Marge Champion, 1958 
HtJmanitarian Award, B'nai B'rith, •1961 
Business~oman's Award, Business and Professional Women's 

. Club, 1961 
Theta Sig11,a Phi Citation, 1962 
Distingu:ished Achievement Award, Washington Heart 

Association, 1962 
Industry. Citation, American Women in Radio & Television, 

196'3 
H11m.anita'rian Citation, Volunteers of America, 1963 
Distingu:ishad AllJJDni Award, The University of Texas Ex­

Student Association, 1964 
George Foster Peabody Award for the television. program, "A 

v1s·1t to Washington with Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson on 
Behalf of a More Beautiful America," 1966 

Eleanor .Roosevelt Golden Candlestick Award, Wom~n's National 
Press Club, 1968 

Damon Woods Memorial Award, The Industrial Designers' 
,society of America, 1972 

Conservation Service Award, Department of tha Interior, 1974 
American Legion Distinguished Award, 1975 
Ladies Home Jour11al "Woman of the Year" Award for Quality of 

Life, 1975 
Abraham 'Lincoln Award, Southern Baptist Convention, 1976 
Medal of Freedom, awarded by Presldent Gerald Ford, 1977 
Texas women's Hall of Fame, 1984 
National Achievement Award, American Horticultural society, 

'1984 
• 

Wildflowers Across America Award of the Year, Garden Writers 
Association, 1994 

Texan of the Year Award, state of Texas, 1985 
Lord & Taylor Rose Award, 1987 
Congressional Gold Medal awarded by President Ronald Reagan, 

1988 • 
Gold Seal Award for Distinguished Service and Achievement, 

National Council of State Garden Clubs, 1990 
Lone Star Lifestyle Visionary Award, J.C. Penney Company, 

1990 . 
Tom Dodd, 

' 

Jr. A~ard ot Excellence, 1990 
Star in .Our Crown, Victoria Maga2ine, 1993 
Charles Leonard Weddle Memorial Award, Native Plant Society, 

1994 
Lifetime Achievement Award, Nat11re Conservancy of Texas, 

1994 . 
Texas Federation of Women's Clubs Award, 1994 
Motorola !!az t.h Day Award, 1995 
Golden ~late Award, American Academy or Achievement, 1995 
National Building Museum Honor Award, 1995 
Chairman's Award, National Geographic Society, 1995 
Conservation Achievement Award, Southwest Regional Office of 

the National Park Service, 1995 

• 
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• ER AWARDS TO MRS. JOHNSON (Cont.) . 

La11rance Spelman Rockefeller Conservation Award for 
Distinguished Service, 1996 • 

caritas ·:of Austin's Harvey Penick Award, 1996 
Envirolllllental Law Institute Award~ 1996 
star of ·.Texas Preservation Award, . Gillespie County 

• Historical society, 1996 
The Botanical Research Institute of Texas (BRir) 

Inter-national Award of Excellence, 1997 
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HONORARY DEGREES PRESENTED TO MRS. LYNDON B. JOHNSON: 

' 

The University of Texas, Austin, Texas, Doctor of Letters, 1964 
Texas Women's University, Denton, Texas, Doctor of Laws, 1964 
Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont, Doctor of Letters, 1967 
Williams College, Massachusetts, Doctor of Humane Letters, 1967 
Southwester11 ·university, Georgetown, Texas, Do.ctor ot H11manities, 

1967 
The University of Alabama, Doctor of H't1mane Letters,1975 
Southwest Texas State University, San Marcos, Texas, Doctor 

of Humane Letters, 1983 
Washington College, Chestertown, Maryland, Doctor of H1,mane 

Letters, 1983 
Weizmann Institute of Science, Honorary Fellow, 1985 
George Washington University, Doctor of P11blic Service, 1986 
Johns Hopkins University, Doctor of H11m,ine Letters, 1990 
State University of New York, Doctor of Humane Letters, 1990 
southe+n Methodist University, Doctor or H11:mane Letters, 1996 
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