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The U.S. Department of Transportation and the Texas Department of Transportation

(TxDOT) are dedicating a roadside wildflower garden to Mrs. Lyndon Johnson in
recognition of her leadership of the national highway beautification movement. The

program for the dedication 1s as follows:
- Deputy Secretary Downey will open the program and read a message from the

President.
- Senator Robb and William (B1ll) G. Burnett, Executive Director of TxDOT will

both make brief remarks.
- Secretary Slater will be the main speaker.
- Mrs. Johnson will say a word of thanks.

- The Deputy Secretary will ask you to unveil the bronze plaque

DETAILS ABOUT THE GARDEN AND PARK: The garden will be at Church Park,
a 8.7 acre roadside park and rest area established 1n 1968, 1s located in Hill Country

where limestone clitfs, granite outcrops and hidden springs create diverse habitats for
wildflowers. This rest area 1s frequently used due to its proximity to the LBJ Ranch.
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The wildflowers and native plants include bluebonnets, Indian paintbrush, Black-eyed
Susans, and purple coneflowers interspersed with Texas bunch grasses of Little Bluestem
and Muhly. There were selected and planted by the TxDOT landscape artitecture staff.

THE BRONZE PLAQUE: The plaque has been provided by the Department. Its
inscription reads: “May this native plant and wildflower garden forever remind us of
Mprs. Lyndon Johnson'’s gracious gift of awareness about the environment and the human

spirit.”
[t also includes a quote from Mrs. Johnson: “Where flowers bloom, so does hope.”

US 290 AT THE LBJ RANCH: US 290 highway was constructed using Federal/State
construction funds and is on the National Highway System. There have not been any
major reconstruction projects on this segment of US 290 in several years. The “church”
rest stop was constructed in 1969 by State maintenance forces using State funds. At the
time it was being constructed, it is reported that President Johnson made frequent stops

and talked to the maintenance workers.

FEDERAL COMMITMENT TO BEAUTIFICATION: We are continuing to
actively make a federal commitment to the highway beautification etfort. This symbolic
roadside garden for Mrs. Johnson will be used as a model for other States to follow suit
with public awareness. In addition,a FHWA "Roadsides" website 1s being designed to
further improve public awareness nationally for use this Fall and a FHWA handbook,
"Roadside use of Native Plants", will be in draft form this Fall with a 1998 publication.

FHWA has funded $300,000 for inventory and planning of a 6-State partnership to
protect cultural and natural heritage from Canada to Mexico. (States included are

Minnesota, lowa, Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma & Texas.)

Finally, Jane Garvey signed an interagency MOU for the Native Plant Conservation
[nitiative during the first week of August.




REMARKS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION MORTIMER DOWNEY
DEDICATION OF CHURCH PARK WILDFLOWER GARDEN
STONEWALL, TEXAS

AUGUST 27, 1997

[You will emcee the event. Speaking will be Bill Burnett of the Texas DOT, Senator
Charles Robb, Secretary Slater, and Mrs. Lyndon Johnson. Seating will be in a
semicircle behind a podium, with the garden as a backdrop.]

Good morning. I’m Deputy Secretary of Transportation
Mortimer Downey. Alexander Hamilton once said that “a garden
1s a very usual refuge of a disappointed politician.” Well, Mr.
Hamilton may have been a distinguished New Yorker and the
founder of the United States Coast Guard -- but I think he got

that one wrong.

Today we’re here to dedicate this new native wildflower
garden 1n honor of Mrs. Lyndon Johnson and her longtime
support of America’s efforts to beautity our highways.

Joining us this morning are Mrs. Johnson -- Senator Charles
Robb -- Secretary of Transportation Rodney Slater -- and Bill
Burnett, Executive Director of the Texas Department of

Transportation.

Before we begin this morning’s program, I’d like to
acknowledge the members of Mrs. Johnson’s family who are
with us today: her daughter, Linda -- Linda’s husband, Senator

Robb -- and their daughters Catherine and Jennifer...
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...Mrs. Johnson’s daughter Luci -- Luc1’s husband, Ian
Turpin -- their daughter, Nicole -- Nicole’s husband, Brent

Cobert, and their son John...

...Mrs. Johnson’s grandson, Lyndon Nugent, his wife,
Nicole Nugent, and their daughter, Tatum. ‘

Thank you all for joining us this morning.

[ also want to thank everyone who helped to make today’s
event possible, especially Bill Garbade and Kerry Blackmon of
the Texas Department of Transportation and Dan Reagan, Dave
Gibbs, and Bonnie Harper-Lore of the Federal Highway

Administration.

[’d like to open by reading a message from President
Clinton:

“Warm greetings to everyone gathered to celebrate the
dedication of the native plant and wildflower garden

honoring Mrs. Lyndon Johnson.

“As the poet Francis Bacon wrote, tlowers and gardens are
‘the purest of human pleasures,” and Mrs. Johnson has
helped to bring those pleasures to the tens of millions of
Americans who travel the nation’s highways each day.
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“Mrs. Johnson was among the first to recognize that how we
build and maintain America’s roads demonstrates our
respect and appreciation for the beautiful and spacious land

we have inherited.

“The effort she launched a generation ago to beautify our
highways has reaped benefits 1n all 50 states, and helped to

inspire our nation’s commitment to environmental
protection.

“Hillary and I congratulate Mrs. Johnson on today’s
recognition of her role in the great national effort to cherish
and conserve America’s environment, and look forward to
her continuing to provide inspiration and guidance to the
highway beautification movement. Signed, Bill Clinton.”

Speaking for myself, I’m very proud to be here. 30 years
~ago, I was an officer in the Coast Guard Reserve when President

Johnson created the Department of Transportation.

Those of us who are among the Department’s original
employees look upon President Johnson as the father of the
federal commitment to transportation, much as Mrs. Johnson’s
pioneering efforts in highway beautification helped to inspire the
national commitment to the environment.
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[’m glad that -- in the year we celebrate the 30th anniversary

of President Johnson’s creation of the Department of
Transportation -- we also can honor Mrs. Johnson’s lifelong

support of highway beautification and the preservation of
America’s natural environment.

Now, I’d like to introduce our first speaker, Bill Burnett of
the Texas Department of Transportation. His agency administers

this state’s highway beautification efforts, carrying on a
wildflower planting program whose roots date back to 1929.

[You will return to your seat. After Bill Burnett speaks, you will return to the podium
to introduce Senator Robb.]

Thank you, Executive Director Burnett. Our next speaker is
Senator Charles Robb of Virginia, Mrs. Johnson’s son-in-law,
who has sustained President Johnson’s legacy of a strong national

commitment to transportation.

[Senator Robb will introduce Secretary Slater, who will introduce Mrs. Johnson. After
Mrs. Johnson finishes her remarks you will return to the podium.]

Thank you, Mrs. Johnson. Now, I’d like to ask Mrs.
Johnson -- Senator Robb -- Secretary Slater -- and Executive
Director Burnett to step over to the dedication plaque...

[Party steps over to the plaque for an unveiling photo op. After photos, you will return
to the podium alone.]

On behalf of Mrs. Johnson -- Senator Robb -- Executive
Director Burnett -- and Secretary Slater, I’d like to thank you all
for coming. Now, I invite you all to visit the new Texas
wildflower garden honoring Mrs. Johnson...

HHHHH
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