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Bl H.TCAI◄ tNF TION 
Mrs. Lyndon B,ines Jobn,an 

(Claudia Alta Tayt·or) · 

Mrs. L n Baines JoJ111snn was born C Alta Taylor in Ka111ack, Texu on 
December 22, 1912.. Mrs. Johnson's father•*' Th<1••••S Jeffe1son Taylor, owna of a 
general store who declare•' • If •deater in eve1ything. • Her mothei-, Minnie 
Pattillo Taylor, died when the little girl was but five-years old. She bad two older 
brothers, To,,, ••,, and Tony. After her 11;orb,1 •s death, Mis. Jobn,on's Aunt Effie 
Pattillo moved to Ka,c,act to look,-&, her. At an early age, a n,,,sc,,eud said she 
was •as p111ty as a lady bird• - thc.ca:ftcr she 1,er,..,,.., known to her fa11 ■ily and friends 
u •1 •dy Biad. • Mrs. Johnson pa;;•· up in the •Brick House• and attcoJed a s,,.,11 
11,ral cl entary school in B•11ison Cou••ty, Tcias. She g••••••ated fro••· Marshall 
High School in 1928, and 11lle114ed Saint Mary's Episcopal School for Ottis in Dallas 
from 1928 to 1930. 

Mrs. Job•"SOD enta«f the Unlvenity of Texas in 1930 md received a bacbelor of a,cs 
degree .in 1933 with a •••ajor in bisrury. She a jo,,, 11,JJs••• degrtc in 1934. 
Many colleges and 11•rivecsities have a • ed Mrs. Johnson booo1ary deg1r;es. She 
Sitpports and continues to be very intercsbed in the activities of the Lyndon B. Jobrson 
Libra•) and M11seum and the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affi.eirs, both 
1 on The University of Texas c-,,,p,s in Austin . 

. 

Aft.es a whirlwl,14 c,mrtship, ClaucHa Alta Taylor and Lyndon Baines Johi,son were 
o ■n•cicd on Nove,11he1 17, 1934 at Saint Mark's Cburcb in San ADtoa ■io, 
Texas. Two daughtca,; were botn to the Johnso1 ■ B; Lynda Bird Johnson (1944) (Mis. 
Cbarl.es S. Robb) rcsi~ in Virginia; and Luci B1ines Johnson (1947) (11,arrioo to Ian 
To•pin) lives in Auslia. Texas Mrs. JohnM)Jl has seven g,a,■dcbildren - fl••e boy and 
six girls - a,,d two great-g;aadchildrcn. Presjdc••t Johnson d!ed at his beloved I ..BJ 
Rani:h on January 22, 1973. 

Mrs. Jobnson is the author of A White Ho,ue D , • 1cand of her activities wltich 
she h.pt dtt• ing the years her husband su \led as the 36th President of the United 
States About writing A Wllite Bo,,ue Diary, Mrs. Jo) ■ iJSl>fl bas said, •1 was 1ruo1y 
•••·e that I bad a uniq,,e oppuc ruoity, a &oat row seat, on an urafoldiag sw.y and 
nobody else WU going to ICC it frOtll quite the ~,ntage • that I saw it.. She also 
co-authore•1 Wl.ldjlowen A.cro19 ·ca with Carlton I ee.s , 

Do, Ing her White House years, Mrs.. Joh1tsoa served as ho c of the 
National Head Sia ■~ Prog1a•11, a progxa,n fot undeap1iwileged pre-school cbildn:11 
which es th to t1J.:e their places in the classroom on a pu wilb their • 
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In 1977, President d Ford presented Mn. Johnson with tbls C'1••1•b) ~s higbe,t 
civilian award, the Medal of Frc..-:dom. Mrs. Johnson received the Congressional Gold 
Medal from President Ronald :Reagan In 1988. 

In Ja,t1111y, 1971~ Mrs. Jobnaou was appointed to a six-year till••• u a of The 
Univ~• sity of Tr-x•s System of Regents.· She 1s a life me of The Univc•·sity 
of Texas Ex-Studca,t. iation, and bas been a ,,,e of the Intm ••ational 
Co11fere,,ce Sta.:,iog Co,o,,,ittcc. (1981-82) and The Univc1:sity of ·Texas Cc,steonial 
Co,111 ■•ission. For •••tty years, Mrs. J,:,bu-on was a • 

b1astc:e of the Natio,,aJ GAAgrapltlc 
Society, and coatinues as a tr1,s1e,, e,oeritus. She also served u a •••ernber of the 

' ' 

National CO••••l•ittee for_the Biceotc1••11aJ Hr, and as co-ebai, •••an of the Advisory 
Council of the ..i4.;1;c,ican FrPedo111 Train Fow■odation. Mn. Johnson was • to 
the Advisory ClD•aciJ to the Ame, iPd Revolutioa Bice••te••••ial .Adn1in;sti.tion by 

·ctent Ford. In 1977:, President Ji••••••y ,q,poi:oted Mrs. Jobnmn to the 
• dent's Q,111,,,tslion on White House Fellowships. 

In 1966, Mrs. Johnson was ptccea,ted the Ocmgc Foster A for the 
tclc.vision program. •A Visit to W~sbingtou with Mrs.. Lyndort B. Johnson on Behalf 

. of a More Beautifial America.• She received the Elea11w elt Gulden 
Oindlestict Award from the Women's National Pless Club in 1968 . 

•• 

Fiist and foremost, Mrs. Johnson ls an e■■v.i.ioa•••e 11 talist> and she bu an active 
•otltr on An,ac••••Ciable p:ojoc•s., In W1sbingtua, she enljsb.d the aid of frie1,ds to 
pla1•t thons,,,..1s of t1,lips and d;,1f • which still delight visit.Ots to our nauon•s 
Ca1,ital. The Hiibway Be11,1iftt1tioo Act of 1965 was the 11;se1lt of Mis. Johnson's 
nado:nal aign for • ation. 

M■ s. Johnson WU b'Ji ■Ollty C • of the JsRJ ltfie 1 ■ •rn:ial Chove OD tu Pntomac 
. 

In 
Washu.gtuo, D. C. She also cb1i1ed the Town Lake Beautification Plujcct, a 

. .. .
• co1,;1111,Rity effort to Cl'Clte a hike md bib trail and to plant flow,1 log trees along the 

Colorado River in Austin, Trm. She bcca•••e a me,1;her of the Natio••al Part 
·ce's Advisory on Nati<1a•l Patb, Histmic Sites, Ba,ilcliags and Mom1 11•e11ts 

' 

in 1969 and secved on the council for many years. ID 1969 Mrs. Johnson foondoo tbe 
Tt•ris Highway Beautification Awards, and for the next twenty years, she hosted the 

awa•~l:s cie1,; ■ 11on.ies and ptc«e•ted her p<rso,,11 chc,.lts to the winnc.•s. She is a 
tr,,stee of the American C ation Association. 

On her 70th biilladay in 1982, Mrs. lf'bDPOB founded the Natio,1a1l Wildflower 
R h cc,,t.cr, a non-ptofit e1,ruo••1;;c ■ 1tal orgauizadon dedicated to the pr tion 
and re-establisb•••dlt of native plants in nat1,- al and pinned laJldscapes. She do■■wad 
60 acr"s of land .and a mm of money to es•ablish the Center which serves u a cleasing 
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ho••se of ihfor1,11tio1• for le all over the cO••Dtry. She her long-held 
dwc•••• in 199S when the Ct••t"'r moved into its new and larger facility. M•s.. J 
is chair •••aD of the Wildflow« Center's board of directors . 

• 

• 

In hono, of her 80th bhtbday and 1e•1ny o,otributions to the betLJ.mc;nt of our 
enviro11x11ent, the I acty Bird J,11J•1••on Co11zec:1 vation Award was lished in 1992 by 
the IBJ Ft'l••odadtm of Directors . 

• 
• 

In Decc,11aba 1972, Pres;«Je,1t and M1·1. Jol•••"'11 gave the T,BT Ranch house and 
s,,crounding propaty to the e of the United States u a national bistoxic site, 

•retaining a life esr.te iD the Ranch. Mrs. John~ co, 1ti ■•ues to live at the Ranch in 
Stonewall., Tex•s~ •ud she also has a bOUIC in Austin. She is a ••H;•••hel of St. 
Banahas Episcc,pill CltiJreh in Prederic.l.b1 ■ 1 g, Texas. 
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OTHER AWARDS PRESENTED TO MRS. LYNDON B. JOHNSON INCLUDE: 

• .
Togetherness Award, Marge Champion, 1958 
H11manitarian Award, B'nai B'rith, •1961 
Business~oman's Award, Business and Professional Women's 

. Club, 1961 
Theta sig,,,a Phi Citation, 1962 
Distingu:ished Achievement Award, Washington Heart 

Association, 1962 
Industry. Citation, American Women in Radio & Television, 

• 

196'3 
B1imanitarian Citation, Volunteers of America, 1963 
Distingu'.ished Al11mni Award, The University of Texas Ex­

Student Association, 1964 
George Foster Peabody Award for the television. program, ''A 

Vis.it to Washington with Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson on 
Behalf of a More Beautiful America," 1966 

Eleanor .Roosevelt Golden Candlestick Award, Women's National 
'Press Club, 1968 

Damon Woods Memorial Award, The Industrial Designers' 
Society of America, 1972 

Conservation Service Award, Department of the Interior, 1974 
American Legion Distinguished Award, 1975 
Ladies Home Jourz1al "Woman of the Year" Award for Quality of 

Lite, 197!5 
Abraham 'Lincoln Award, Southern Baptist Convention, 1976 
Medal of Freedom, awarded by President Gerald Ford, 

National Achievement Award, American Horticultural society, 

1977 
Texas women's Hall of Fama, 1984 

'1984 
Wildflowers Across America Award of the Year, Garden Writers 

Association, 1994 
Texan of the Year Award, state of Texas, 1985 
Lord & Taylor Rose Award, 1987 
Congressional Gold Medal awarded by Prasident Ronald Reagan, 

1988 • 
Gold Seal Award for Distinguished Service and Achievement, 

National Council of State Garden Clubs, 1990 
Lone Star Lifestyle Visionary Award, J.C. Penney Company, 

1990 . 
Tom Dodd,

• 

Jr. A~ard of Excellence, 1990 
Star in .Our Crown, Victoria Magazine, 1993 
Charles .Leonard Weddle Memorial Award, Native Plant Society, 

1994 
Lifetime Achievement Award, Nat11re Conservancy of Texas, 

1994 . 
Texas Federation of Women's Clubs Award, 1994 
Motorola Earth Day Award, 1995 
Golden Plate Award, America~ Academy or Achievement, 1995 
National Building Museum Honor Award, 1995 
Chairman's Award, National Geographic Society, 1995 
Conservation Achievement Award, Southwest Regional Office of 

the National Park Service, 1995 

•• 
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OJ.'hE:R AWARDS TO MRS. JOHNSON (Cont. ) . 

•• • 

• La11rance Spelma-n Rockefeller Conservation Award for 
Dis:tinguished Service, 1996 • 

caritas ·:of Austin's Harvey Penick Award, 1996 
Envirorunental Law Institute Award~ 1996 
star of ·.Texas Preservation Award, . Gillespie County

Historical society, 1996 
The Botanical Research Institute of Texas (BRir)

International Award of Excellence, 1997 
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HONORARY DEGREES PRESENTED TO MRS. LYNDON B. JOHNSON: 
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The Universi~y of Texas, Austin, Texas, Doctor of Letters, 1964 

Southwester11 ·university, Georgetown, Texas, Do.ctor or H1lmanities, 

The University of Alabama, Doctor of H'\1mane Letters,1975 

Texas Women's University, Denton, Texas, Doctor of Laws, 1964 
Middlebury College, Middlebury, Varmont, Doctor of Letters, 1967 
Williams college, Massachusetts, Doctor of Humane Letters, 1967 

1967 

Southwest Texas State University, San Marcos, Texas, Doctor 
of Humane Letters, 1983 

Washington College, Chestertown, Maryland, Doctor of ff11mane 
Letters, 1983 

Weizmann Institute of Science, Honorary Fellow, 1985 
George Washington University, Doctor of Public Service, 1986 
Johns Hopkins University, Doctor of H11m11ne Letters, 199o 
State University of New York, Doctor of Humane Letters, 1990 
southe;-n Methodist University, Doctor ot H11mane Letters, 1996 
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