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I'M DELIGHTED TO BE BACK IN NORTH CAROLINA -- MY STOMPING GROUND AMONG
SO MANY WONDERFUL, CHERISHED FRIENDS. THE SIZE AND THE ENTHUSIASM OF THIS
CROWD DEMONSTRATE THE STRENGTH OF THE NORTH CAROLINA REPUBLICAN PARTY AND
BOB DOLE, SINCE HE WAS FIRST ELECTED TO CONGRESS 27-YEARS AGO, HAS WORKED
WITH YOU TO ACHIEVE HIS GOAL... LONG BEFORE HE WAS PARTY CHAIRMAN, WHILE HE
WAS REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, AND THROUGH THE YEARS SINCE. WE'VE TALKED
ABOUT THE DAWNING OF THE NEW SOUTH FOR 30 YEARS -- WELL, THAT DAWN HAS COME,
AND IT'S THE BEGINNING OF A BRAND NEW DAY FOR THE ENTIRE SUN BELT. YOU CAN
SEE IT IN THE PHENOMENAL POPULATION SHIFT, THE BOOMING ECONOMY, AND THE
POLITICAL LANDSCAPE.  THE SOUTH HAS BECAME THE CENTER OF THE POLITICAL
BATTLEGROUND AND WE'RE GOING TO PLAY A PIVOTAL ROLE IN AMERICAN POLITICS FOR
DECADES TO COME.
REPUBLICANS THROUGHOUT THE SOUTH OWE A GREAT DEBT TO OUR SENIOR

SENATOR, JESSE HELMS, WHO LED COUNTLESS THOUSANDS OF FELLOW SOUTHERNERS TO A
NEW HOME IN THE REPUBLICAN PARTY. AND TO FORMER SENATOR JIM BROYHILL WHO

HAS SERVED THE STATE SO ABLY FOR NEARLY A QUARTER OF A CENTURY, I SAY THANK
YOU FOR ALL YOU HAVE DONE FOR OUR HOME STATE.

AND NORTH CAROLINA IS MOST FORTUNATE TO HAVE JIM MARTIN AS OUR
GOVERNOR. WE DO MISS HIM IN WASHINGTON WHERE HE SERVED SO ABLY FOR SIX

TERMS BUT IT'S CERTAINLY NORTH CAROLINA'S GAIN. JIM IS A MAN OF GREAT
INTEGRITY LOOKING OUT FOR THE STATE'S INTERESTS, BOTH TODAY AND IN THE

FUTURE.

NORTH CAROLINA IS ALSO FORTUNATE TO HAVE OUTSTANDING HOUSE MEMBERS:
HOWARD COBLE, WHO WAS A LAW PARTNER WITH MY DEPUTY, JIM BURNLEY, AND NOW WE
BOTH ENJOY WORKING WITH HOWARD, WHO SERVES ON THE HOUSE MERCHANT MARINE AND
FISHERIES COMMITTEE. HOWARD IS A GREAT SUPPORTER OF THE COAST GUARD. I'M
PRIVILEGED TO BE FIRST WOMAN TO AS A MILITARY AIDE TO THE PRESIDENT. AND
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I'M VERY PROUD OF THEIR LEAD ROLE IN THIS NATION'S EFFORTS TO STOP DRUGS
FROM ENTERING OUR COUNTRY AND THE VEINS OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.

ALEX MCMILLIAN, WHO SERVES ON THE BANKING, FINANCE AND SMALL BUSINESS
COMMITTEES, LOOKS OUT FOR THE ECONOMIC INTERESTS OF NORTH CAROLINA 1IN
CONGRESS. CASS BALLENGER HAS ALREADY EARNED THE RESPECT OF HIS COLLEAGUES
FOR HIS WILLINGNESS TO ROLL UP HIS SLEEVES AND DIG IN ON THE PUBLIC WORKS
AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE. OVERALL, THE NORTH CAROLINA DELEGATION IS AS
SUPPORTIVE OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE ADMINISTRATION AS ANY IN THE COUNTRY.
AND AREN'T WE PROUD OF THE JOB JOHN WILKINSON AND MARY ALICE WARREN ARE
DOING, REPRESENTING NORTH CAROLINA REPUBLICANS ON THE REPUBLICAN NATIONAL
COMMITTEE.

THE FACT THAT WE NOW HAVE SUCH FINE LEADERS IN GOVERNMENT IS DUE IN NO
SMALL PART TO THOSE WHO GIVE TO THE POLITICAL PROCESS THEIR HEART, AS WELL
AS THEIR MATERIAL RESOURCES -- WHO SHARE THEIR TIME, THEIR ENERGY, THEIR
COMMITMENT. AND WE KNOW IT TAKES ALL THAT TO WIN ELECTIONS.

I'M LOOKING AT JUST SUCH A GATHERING TODAY, AND IF I IMPART NOTHING
ELSE, I WANT TO EXPRESS THE PERSONAL GRATITUDE I FEEL, ALONG WITH SO MANY

OTHERS IN THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION, FOR ALL YOU DO TO MAKE WHAT WE DO
POSSIBLE.

WE MEET TODAY AT A VERY SPECIAL TIME, FOR IT WAS TWO HUNDRED YEARS AGO
THIS MONTH THAT 55 MEN GATHERED IN WHAT WAS THEN KNOWN AS THE PENNSYLVANIA
STATE HOUSE TO CONSIDER ALTERNATIVES TO THE EXISTING ARTICLES OF

CONFEDERATION. THREE TARHEELS, WILLIAM BLOUNT, RICHARD DOBBS SPAIGHT AND
HUGH WILLIAMSON, WERE AMONG THOSE ASSEMBLED. HISTORY TELLS US THAT WHAT WE

KNOW AS THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION DIDN'T GET UNDERWAY ON TIME. IN FACT,
IT STARTED TWO WEEKS LATE -- BECAUSE THE ROADS TO PHILADELPHIA WERE SO BAD!
IT TOOK GEORGE WASHINGTON FOUR DAYS TO TRAVEL BY CARRIAGE FROM MT.  VERNON
TO PHILADELPHIA. TODAY, THAT SAME TRIP ON THE METROLINER TAKES ONE HOUR AND
THIRTY SEVEN MINUTES. OF COURSE, IF THE CONVENTION WERE HELD TODAY, THERE'D

NOT ONLY BE MEN REPRESENTING THE COLONIES, BUT WOMEN AS WELL.

TWO HUNDRED YEARS LATER, WE PAUSE TO REMEMBER THE MEN OF PHILADELPHIA.

YET IT ISN'T THEIR DAILY DEBATES THAT WE RECALL, NOR EVEN THE INDIVIDUAL
SIGNERS, MOST OF WHOM ARE LOST IN THE PAGES OF TIME. NO: IT'S THE IDEA

BEHIND THE DOCUMENT -- THE IDEA THAT AMERICA WAS DIFFERENT BECAUSE HERE, WE
THE PEOPLE WOULD RULE OURSELVES.

THE DOCUMENT WHOSE BICENTENNIAL WE OBSERVE THIS YEAR WAS TAILORED TO
FIT THE CHANGING NEEDS OF A DYNAMIC AND FLUID SOCIETY. IT WAS A COAT WOVEN
TO FIT AN INFANT REPUBLIC OF THREE MILLION SOULS, AND WHICH NOW CLOTHES THE
240 MILLION AMERICANS IN OPPORTUNITY AND FREEDOM. THE FRAMERS WROTE FOR THE
AGES. THEY EMBRACED TIMELESS BELIEFS 1IN SELF-GOVERNMENT AND SHARED

RESPONSIBILITY. FOR THEY BELIEVED IN THE ABILITY OF SEEMINGLY ORDINARY
PEOPLE -- PEOPLE LIKE YOU AND ME -- TO ACCOMPLISH EXTRAORDINARY THINGS. TO

MAKE THEIR OWN DECISIONS. TO REALIZE THEIR OWN DESTINIES.
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THE DRAFTERS OF THE CONSTITUTION DREW UP A CHALLENGE AS WELL AS A
CHARTER. THEY FASHIONED A POPULAR GOVERNMENT, KNOWING THAT THE ONLY WAY IT
COULD SURVIVE WAS TO ENLIST THE ENERGIES AND THE DEVOTION OF THE PEOPLE
THEMSELVES. '

THEY CRAFTED A GOVERNMENT STRONG ENOUGH TO PROTECT OUR LIBERTIES -- BUT
LIMITED ENOUGH TO KEEP FROM CRUSHING THEM IN ITS EMBRACE. THOMAS JEFFERSON
SAID IT WELL: "“THAT GOVERNMENT IS BEST WHICH GOVERNS LEAST, BECAUSE ITS
PEOPLE DISCIPLINE THEMSELVES."

RECENTLY, I HAPPENED TO COME ACROSS A SPEECH ON CITIZENSHIP AND
DEMOCRACY WHICH I GAVE IN 1978, WHEN I WAS A MEMBER OF THE FEDERAL TRADE
COMMISSION. IN THAT SPEECH, I INDICATED MY CONCERN THAT MANY CITIZENS
SEEMED TO HAVE LOST THE SENSE OF PRIDE AND COMMITMENT TO THE IDEAL OF
AMERICA THAT ONCE PREVAILED AMONG OUR PEOPLE. I SPOKE OF A DECLINE IN
NATIONAL CONFIDENCE, AND THE RISE OF PUBLIC APATHY IN ITS PLACE.  SADLY,
MANY AMERICANS NO LONGER FELT THAT AS INDIVIDUALS THEY COULD MAKE A
DIFFERENCE. AND IF THEY STOPPED BELIEVING IN THEMSELVES, I WONDERED, THEN
HOW COULD THEY BELIEVE IN THE AMERICAN DREAM OF INDIVIDUAL EFFORT AND
NATIONAL SERVICE? AS OUR CITIZENS TURNED INWARD, WE WERE 1IN DANGER OF
TURNING OUT THE LIGHTS IN AMERICA. LITTLE WONDER THAT THE 1970S WERE DUBBED
THE "ME DECADE."

HAPPILY, I STAND BEFORE YOU NINE YEARS LATER TO REPORT WHAT YOU ALREADY
KNOW -- ALL THAT HAS CHANGED. THE "ME DECADE" HAS BEEN REPLACED BY THE "WE
DECADE," AS CITIZENS ALL ACROSS AMERICA HAVE REGAINED CONFIDENCE IN

THEMSELVES AND IN THE MISSION OF THEIR COUNTRY TO SERVE AS A BEACON OF HOPE
TO AN OPPRESSED PLANET.

TODAY, WE ARE WITNESSING NOTHING LESS THAN AN AMERICAN RENAISSANCE, A
GRASSROOTS REVIVAL OF THOSE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES THAT GIVE CHARACTER TO
OUR LAND AND REALITY TO OUR DREAMS. WE ARE RENEWING THE ANCIENT IDEALS OF
HARD WORK, PRIDE OF FAMILY, LOVE OF FREEDOM AND TRUST IN GOD. WE HAVE
REDISCOVERED OUR ROOTS -- AND WE ARE REACHING FOR THE STARS.

PRESIDENT REAGAN CAME TO OFFICE SENSING THIS THIRST IN AMERICANS FOR A
RETURN TO BASIC PRINCIPLES. HE HAS HELPED RESTORE FAITH AND CONFIDENCE IN
OUR INSTITUTIONS AND IN OURSELVES. HE HAS REMINDED US THAT WE CAN

STRENGTHEN THE LAND WE LOVE BY MEETING SEVERAL IMPORTANT CHALLENGES. THESE
CHALLENGES GO TO THE HEART OF WHO WE ARE AND WHO WE WANT TO BE.

FIRST, THERE IS THE ECONOMY. FEW DOUBT THE STRENGTH OF THE AMERICAN
ECONOMY TODAY. FOR 53 CONSECUTIVE MONTHS WE HAVE ENJOYED THE BENEFITS OF
ECONOMIC GROWTH. DURING THAT TIME, PRODUCTIVITY HAS RISEN. INFLATION HAD
DECLINED TO THE LOWEST LEVELS SINCE THE EARLY 1960S. INTEREST RATES HAVE
BEEN CUT IN HALF. UNEMPLOYMENT IS AT A SEVEN-YEAR LOW,. AND OVER 13 MILLION
NEW JOBS HAVE BEEN CREATED. WE'VE CUT TAXES ACROSS THE BOARD, SO THAT ALL
AMERICANS CAN KEEP MORE OF WHAT THEY EARNED. AND LAST YEAR, WE ENACTED THE
MOST SWEEPING TAX REFORM LEGISLATION IN DECADES, SO THAT ALL AMERICANS KNOW
THAT THEY ARE PAYING THEIR FAIR SHARE.
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SIMULTANEOUSLY, WE ARE CALLED ON TO MEET THE CHALLENGE OF DEFENDING
FREEDOM IN A DANGERQOUS, SOMETIMES DESPERATE ERA. SINCE TAKING OFFICE, THE
PRESIDENT HAS MADE SIGNIFICANT HEADWAY IN REBUILDING OUR DEFENSES AND MAKING
AMERICA MORE SECURE. BUT NOW IS NO TIME TO REST ON OUR LAURELS, OR LET DOWN
OUR GUARD. SKIMPING ON DEFENSE NOW COULD UNDO ALL WE HAVE ACHIEVED. IT
COULD UNDERMINE NOT ONLY OUR OWN SECURITY, BUT THAT OF OUR CLOSEST FRIENDS.

THERE IS NOTHING NEW TO THE CRIES FOR LESS DEFENSE AND MORE DOMESTIC
SPENDING. DURING ONE DEBATE IN THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, A DELEGATE
ROSE TO HIS FEET AND MOVED THAT "THE STANDING ARMY BE RESTRICTED TO 5,000 AT
ANY TIME." THIS PROMPTED GEORGE WASHINGTON, AS PRESIDING OFFICER, TO
SUGGEST AN AMENDMENT OF HIS OWN -- TO PROHIBIT ANY FOREIGN ENEMY FROM
INVADING THE AMERICAN SOIL WITH MORE THAN 3,000 TROOPS!

BUT WHAT ARE WE DEFENDING? WE DEFEND MORE THAN FACTORIES --MORE THAN
SHOPPING MALLS -- MORE THAN TERRITORY. WE DEFEND THE VALUES THAT HAVE
BLESSED THIS LAND AND SET IT APART IN THE FAMILY OF NATIONS. THE RECORD OF
THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION LEAVES NO DOUBT THAT OUR NATION'S FOUNDERS
WERE SUSTAINED BY THEIR FAITH IN GOD. AS GEORGE WASHINGTON ONCE SAID, "OF
ALL THE DISPOSITIONS AND HABITS WHICH LEAD TO POLITICAL PROSPERITY, RELIGION
AND MORALITY ARE INDISPENSABLE SUPPORTS."

TODAY, I AM LOOKING AT AMERICA'S FIRST AND ULTIMATE LINE OF DEFENSE.
FOR SURELY WE SHARE THE BELIEF THAT THE SOURCE OF ALL OUR NATIONAL STRENGTH

LIES IN THAT INNER STRENGTH THAT FORMS OUR ATTITUDES, SHAPES OUR AMBITIONS,
AND TURNS OUR ASPIRATIONS INTO ACHIEVEMENTS.

TO MEET THESE SEVERAL CHALLENGES IS TO BE REMINDED EVERY DAY OF WHAT IT
IS THAT DISTINGUISHES THIS CONSTITUTIONAL REPUBLIC FROM THE REST OF MANKIND.
THE CONSTITUTION DOES NOT MERELY GRANT RIGHTS TO THE PEOPLE. IT REMINDS US
OF OUR RESPONSIBILITIES TO EACH OTHER AND TO AMERICA. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,
WHO COULD HAVE WRITTEN AMERICA'S FIRST MANUAL ON PUBLIC SERVICE, ONCE SAID,
"THE MOST IMPORTANT TASK WE ARE UNDERTAKING AS A NATION IS TO SOLVE THE
MAGNIFICENT CHALLENGE OF BEING A FREE PEOPLE." TWO CENTURIES LATER, HIS

WORDS HAVE NOT LOST THEIR RESONANCE. THEY STILL SHINE FORTH, FROM THE RED
BRICK STATE HOUSE OF COLONIAL PHILADELPHIA TO GUIDE OUR STEPS ALONG THE

NARROW PATH OF DUTY.

THERE'S A FAMOUS STORY ABOUT JUSTICE OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES, WHO ONCE
FOUND HIMSELF ON A TRAIN, BUT COULDN'T LOCATE HIS TICKET.

WHILE THE CONDUCTOR WATCHED, SMILING, THE 88-YEAR OLD JUSTICE HOLMES
SEARCHED THROUGH ALL OF HIS POCKETS WITHOUT SUCCESS. OF COURSE, THE
CONDUCTOR RECOGNIZED THE DISTINGUISHED JUSTICE, SO HE SAID, "MR. HOLMES,
DON'T WORRY. YOU DON'T NEED YOUR TICKET. YOU WILL PROBABLY FIND IT WHEN

YOU GET OFF THE TRAIN AND I'M SURE THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD WILL TRUST YOU
TO MAIL IT BACK LATER."
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THE JUSTICE LOOKED UP AT THE CONDUCTOR WITH SOME IRRITATION AND SAID,
"MY DEAR MAN, THAT IS NOT THE PROBLEM AT ALL. THE PROBLEM IS NOT, WHERE IS
MY TICKET. THE PROBLEM IS, WHERE AM I GOING?"

WHERE, INDEED. IT'S A QUESTION EVERY AMERICAN SHOULD CONSTANTLY ASK
HIMSELF. THIS BICENTENNIAL YEAR OF THE CONSTITUTION OFFERS A SPECIAL
OPPORTUNITY TO PONDER THE MEANING OF THAT SACRED DOCUMENT, AND THE CHALLENGE
IT POSES TO OUR GENERATION. FOR THE DECISIONS WE MAKE TODAY CAN AFFECT THE
LIVES OF OTHER PEOPLE AS DRAMATICALLY AS THE FOUNDING FATHERS HAVE AFFECTED
us.

TAKE, FOR EXAMPLE, THE PROBLEM OF DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE, A PERVASIVE
PROBLEM IN OUR SOCIETY. THAT MEANS TRANSPORTATION IS NOT EXEMPT. TO COMBAT
DRUG USE IN THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM, I HAVE UNDERTAKEN A STRONG PROGRAM OF
RANDOM DRUG TESTING FOR 27,000 DOT EMPLOYEES WHO HOLD SAFETY AND SECURITY-
RELATED POSITIONS. THIS WILL APPLY ALSO TO AIRLINE AND RAILROAD PERSONNEL.
WE ARE TRYING TO BE SENSITIVE TO OUR PEOPLE'S NEEDS, AND PROVIDE HELP WITH
THROUGH REHABILITATION. MY SENIOR STAFF AND I WILL BE SUBJECT TO THE RANDOM
DRUG TESTING PROGRAM.

BUT AS WE MOVE FORWARD WITH THESE INITIATIVES, GOVERNMENT ACTION MUST
NEVER BECOME SO EXTREME THAT IT THREATENS THE PRESERVATION OF INDIVIDUAL
LIBERTY -- WHICH OF COURSE IS GUARANTEED BY THE CONSTITUTION. THUS, IN THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF ANY DRUG TESTING PROGRAM, OUR WATCHWORD AT ALL TIMES WILL
BE THE UTMOST RESPECT FOR INDIVIDUAL DIGNITY AND PRIVACY.

THE FUTURE ALSO CALLS FOR MORE PRIVATIZATION OF GOVERNMENT FUNCTIONS
THAT CAN BE BEST PERFORMED BY THE PRIVATE SECTOR. THE SALE OF OUR
GOVERNMENT-OWNED RAILROAD, CONRAIL, WAS THE FLAGSHIP OF PRIVATIZATION. I
HAD ONE OF THE MOST EXCITING MOMENTS OF MY LIFE IN MARCH STANDING ON THE
FLOOR OF THE NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE AS EAGER INVESTORS BOUGHT EVERY LAST
SHARE OF CONRAIL. IT WAS THE LARGEST INITIAL INDUSTRIAL PUBLIC OFFERING IN
U.S HISTORY. IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE WITHOUT DEREGULATION'S
REVITALIZATION OF THE RAIL INDUSTRY =-- A REVITALIZATION THAT ENABLED A
SICKLY WARD OF THE STATE TO BE TRANSFORMED INTO A $1.88 BILLION PUBLICLY
TRADED, PRIVATELY-OWNED RAILROAD.

AND WE'RE WORKING ON THE PRIVATIZATION OF SPACE. FOR THREE YEARS I'VE

ARGUED WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT THAT THE FEDERAL MONOPOLY IN SPACE MUST BE
ENDED.  LAST SUMMER, THE PRIVATE SECTOR WAS GIVEN THE GREEN LIGHT. THE

PRESIDENT ANNOUNCED THAT ROUTINE COMMERCIAL SATELLITES WOULD NO LONGER BE

LAUNCHED BY THE SPACE SHUTTLE. NOWw IF THERE EVER WAS A CASE FOR
PRIVATIZATION, THIS IS IT. COMPANIES FOR TWENTY YEARS HAVE BEEN

MANUFACTURING ROCKETS FOR UNCLE SAM AND  LAUNCHING AT A HIGHLY RELIABLE
RATE. AND IT IS EXCITING TO WATCH THIS FLEGING INDUSTRY MOVE OUT NOW TO
COMPETE AGAINST THE FRENCH, THE CHINESE AND THE RUSSIANS.

THE FUTURE ALSO CALLS FOR TURNING MORE FUNCTIONS BACK TO THE STATES.
EARLY NEXT MONTH, I WILL HAND OVER THE KEYS TO THE LAST TWO FEDERALLY-OWNED

AIRPORTS, WASHINGTON NATIONAL AND DULLES, TO AN INDEPENDENT REGIONAL
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COMMISSION. IT TOOK THREE YEARS OF HARD WORK! WE SOLD THE ALASKA RAILROAD
TO THE STATE. AND IT'S HIGH TIME WE THINK ABOUT RETURNING THE FEDERAL
HIGHWAY PROGRAM TO THE STATES.

FOR THE FOURTH TIME IN FIVE YEARS, FEDERAL HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION FUNDS
WERE HELD UP LAST FALL BECAUSE CONGRESS FELT COMPELLED TO DICTATE SPENDING
RATHER THAN ALLOWING THE STATES TO SET THEIR OWN PRIORITIES. AS A RESULT,
MANY STATES HAD USED UP MOST OF THEIR CONSTRUCTION FUNDS BEFORE LEGISLATION
WAS FINALLY PASSED. THOUSANDS OF JOBS WERE THREATENED. IT'S TIME FOR A
CHANGE IN OUR HIGHWAY PROGRAM, SO WE NEVER AGAIN HAVE TO SAY TO THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE THAT THEIR GOVERNMENT IS INCAPABLE OF PROPERLY MANAGING THE FUNDS
ENTRUSTED TO IT. PRIVATIZATION AND FEDERALISM HAVE ENORMOUS RAMIFICATIONS
FOR THE FUTURE OF AMERICA.

THE FRAMERS OF THE CONSTITUTION CREATED A FEDERAL SYSTEM SO THAT MOST
DECISIONS COULD BE MADE AT THE LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT CLOSEST TO THE AFFECTED
CITIZENS. THE WISDOM OF THAT APPROACH BECOMES EVEN MORE EVIDENT IN AN ERA
OF LIMITED FEDERAL RESOURCES AND LARGE BUDGET DEFICITS. AND THAT IS EXACTLY
WHAT WE IN THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION ARE TRYING TO DO -- SIMPLIFY OUR
BUREAUCRACIES AND RETURN RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES TO CITIES AND STATES,
SO THAT THE AMERICAN ECONOMY CAN OPERATE TO ITS FULLEST POTENTIAL, EXPANDING
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL OUR CITIZENS.

DANIEL WEBSTER WAS NOT IN PHILADELPHIA IN 1787. BUT NO ONE STUDIED THE
HANDIWORK OF MADISON, WASHINGTON AND FRANKLIN WITH GREATER CARE. AND THE
RESULT OF WEBSTER'S LIFELONG STUDY WAS A WARNING TO THOSE WHO WOULD COME
AFTER HIM. "WE MAY BE TOSSED UPON AN OCEAN WHERE WE CAN SEE NO LAND -- NOR
PERHAPS, THE SUN OR STARS," HE SAID. "BUT THERE IS A CHART AND A COMPASS
FOR US TO STuDY, TO CONSULT, AND TO OBEY. THE CHART IS THE CONSTITUTION."

AS A PEOPLE WHO HAVE LIVED WITH FREEDOM UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF THE
CONSTITUTION FOR TWO CENTURIES, WE CAN FORGET HOW PRECIOUS AND RARE THAT
FREEDOM IS. ALL OF US HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO PARTICIPATE ACTIVELY IN THE
SYSTEM OF SELF-GOVERNMENT THE CONSTITUTION ESTABLISHES. IT IS AN OBLIGATION
WE OWE NOT ONLY TO OURSELVES, BUT TO THE FRAMERS OF OUR GOVERNMENT -- MEN
AND WOMEN WHO RISKED EVERYTHING FOR FREEDOM, BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN WHO HAVE
BONDED THIS NATION WITH THEIR BLOOD AND THEIR TOIL AND THEIR SACRIFICE.

I THOUGHT ABOUT THIS A LOT ON MONDAY, MEMORIAL DAY, AS BOB AND I DREW
STRENGTH FROM THE STIRRING SPEECHES AND MUSIC AT ARLINGTON CEMETERY. I
RECALLED AN EXPERIENCE THAT BOB AND I HAD WHEN WE VISITED THE SOVIET UNION A

FEW YEARS AGO FOR THE U.S.-U.S.S.R. TRADE CONFERENCE -- AN EXPERIENCE I WILL
NEVER FORGET.

AT OUR EMBASSY IN MOSCOW, I TALKED TO MEMBERS OF TWO FAMILIES FROM
SIBERIA, WHO HAD SOUGHT ASYLUM FROM THE RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION THEY HAD
ENCOUNTERED IN THEIR OWN MOTHER COUNTRY.

IN ATTEMPTING TO REACH OUR EMBASSY'S GATES, ONE OF THE YOUNG SONS WAS
CAUGHT BY RUSSIAN GUARDS, BEATEN IN FULL SIGHT OF THE TWO FAMILIES, AND THEN
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DRAGGED AWAY. NOT UNTIL THREE WEEKS LATER DID THEY LEARN THAT HE HAD BEEN
THROWN ON A TRAIN BACK TO SIBERIA. IT WAS NEARLY FIVE YEARS -- SEPARATED
FROM THEIR FRIENDS AND FAMILY AND LIVING IN THE BASEMENT OF THAT EMBASSY --
BEFORE THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT ALLOWED THOSE FAMILIES TO EMIGRATE TO ISRAEL.

AS WE DROVE UP TO THE AIRPORT TO BEGIN OUR LONG TRIP HOME AND I LOOKED
AT THAT AIRPLANE SITTING ON THE RUNWAY WITH “UNITED STATES OF AMERICA®
EMBLAZONED ON ITS SIDE, I JUST THANKED GOD I COULD COME HOME TO A COUNTRY
WHERE FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY ARE MORE THAN JUST HOLLOW SPACES.

EVERY CITIZEN HAS A STAKE IN GOVERNMENT THAT LIVES UP TO ITS NOBLEST
PROMISES. EACH ONE OF US IS OBLIGED TO PASS ON TO OUR CHILDREN THE FREEDOMS
THAT MEN OF PHILADELPHIA ENTRUSTED TO US. THEY CREATED SOMETHING UNIQUE IN
THE ANNALS OF HISTORY. LET US NOT ONLY PRESERVE THEIR PAST -- LET US MAKE
CERTAIN THAT THE PRESENT IS WORTHY OF PRESERVATION, SO THAT IN ANOTHER 200
YEARS, OUR DESCENDANTS CAN SAY AS PROUDLY AS WE DO TODAY, "I AM AN
AMERICAN."

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU ALL.

## ##
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