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TRENDS MARCH 1989 

TRAVEL ON ALL ROADS AND STREETS IS UP BY 3.3 PERCENT 
FOR MARCH 1989 AS COMPARED TO MARCH 1988. 

ESTIMATED VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL BY REGION MARCH 1989. 

36.8 BILLION 71.9 BILLION 59.1 BlLLlQN 

PERCENT CHANGE IN TRAFFIC COMPARED TO SAME MONTH LAST YEAR 

NOTE# 

ALL DATA FOR THIS MONTH ARE PRELIMINARY. REVISED VALUES FOR THE 
PREVIOUS MONTH ARE SHOWN IN TABLES 1 AND 2. 

I ALL VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL COMPUTED WITH 1987 TABLE VM-2 AS A BASE. 

COMPILED WlTH DATA ON HAND A 8  OF MAY 17. 1919. 
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T R A F F I C  VOLUME TRENDS - MARCH 1 9 8 9  

B A S E D  O N  P R E L I M I N A R Y  REPORTS FROM THE STATE HIGHWAY A G E N C I E S ,  
T R A V E L  D U R I N G  MARCH 1 9 8 9  O N  A L L  ROADS AND STREETS I N  THE N A T I O N  
I N C R E A S E D  B Y  3 . 3  PERCENT AS COMPARED TO MARCH 1988, R E S U L T I N G  

1 I N  E S T I M A T E D  T R A V E L  FOR THE MONTH A T  1 6 8 7 9 4  M I L L I O N  V E H I C L E - M I L E S .  
I T H I S  T O T A L  I N C L U D E S  6 8 6 4 2  M I L L I O N  V E H I C L E - M I L E S  ON RURAL ROADS AND 
I 
I 

1 0 0 1 5 3  M I L L I O N  V E H I C L E - M I L E S  O N  URBAN ROADS AND S T R E E T S .  

T R A V E L  FOR THE CURRENT MONTH AS WELL AS THE C U M U L A T I V E  YEARLY T O T A L  1 O N  A L L  ROADS AND STREETS I S  SHOWN BELOW. S I M I L A R  T O T A L S  FOR EACH YEAR 
1 S I N C E  1 9 7 0  ARE ALSO I N C L U D E D .  

j T R A V E L  I N  M I L L I O N S  
4 A L L  ROADS AND STREETS 
I 
1 YEAR MARCH YEAR TO D A T E  

" T R A F F I C  VOLUME TRENDS"  I S  A MONTHLY REPORT BASED ON HOURLY T R A F F I C  
COUNT D A T A .  THESE D A T A ,  COLLECTED AT  APPROXIMATELY 4 0 0 0  CONTINUOUS 
T R A F F I C  C O U N T I N G  L O C A T I O N S  N A T I O N W I D E ,  ARE USED TO D E T E R M I N E  THE PERCENT 
CHANGE I N  T R A F F I C  FOR THE CURRENT MONTH COMPARED TO THE SAME MONTH I N  THE 
P R E V I O U S  YEAR.  T H I S  PERCENT CHANGE I S  A P P L I E D  TO T 9 E  T R A V E L  FOR THE 
SAME P E R I O D  I N  THE P R E V I O U S  YEAR TO O B T A I N  T R A V E L  F 6 R  THE CURRENT P E R I O D .  

FOR A D D I T I O N A L  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  FOR EXTRA C O P I E S ,  OR 
T O  B E  P U T  ON THE MONTHLY M A I L I N G  L I S T ,  CONTACT:  

KENNETH H .  WELTY 
F E D E R A L  HIGHWAY A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
O F F I C E  OF HIGHWAY I N F O R M A T I O N  MANAGEMENT 
400 7 T H  STREET S . W . ,  ROOM 3 3 0 0  - H P M - 3 0  
WASHINGTON, D . C .  2 0 5 9 0  

PHONE 2 0 2 - 3 6 6 - 5 0 5 5  



F I G U R E  1 - M O V I N G  1 2 - M O N T H  T O T R L  O N  HLL H I G H W R Y S  



F I G U R E  2 - T R R V E L  ON U a S o H I G H W R Y S  B Y  M O N T H  
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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICE OF HIGHWAY INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 
400 - 7 T H  STREET, S.W. 
WASHINGTON, D . C .  20590 TABLE 1. 

ESTIMATED I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY MOTOR VEHICLE TRAVEL I N  THE U N I T E D  STATES * 

SYSTEM 

MONTH 
J A N  
----- - - - __ .__ I___ - -  

1988 I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S * *  

RURAL ARTERIAL 

OTHER RURAL 

URBAN 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

FEB 

33.7 

21.9 

90.5 

146.2 

MAR 

32.3 

21.3 

85.8 

139.4 
----- 1 

I 
i 
I 1 

1 
I 

I 

I 

1 

I I 

I 

1989 I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S * + *  

EPR MAY 

RURAL ARTERIAL 

OTHER RURAL 

URBAN 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

39.7 

25.7 

98 .0  

163.4 

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
O F F I C E  OF HIGHWAY INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 
400 - 7 T H  STREET, S.W. I 

WASHINGTON, D .C.  20590 TABLE 2.  I 
I 

ESTIMATED CUMULATIVE MONTHLY MOTOR VEHICLE TRAVEL I N  THE U N I T E D  STATES + 

- 
DEC JUNE 

36.5 

23.4 

95.7 

155.6 

SYSTEM 

40.6 

26.0 

9 8 . 3  

164.8 

PERCENT CHANGE I N  I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY TRAVEL 1989 VS. 1988 

MONTH 

J A N  I FEB 1 MAR 1 APR I MAY ( JUNE f JULY I AUG I SEPT 1 OCT I NOV I OEC 

JULY 

33.3 

21.7 

87 .3  

142.2 
- - -  

RURAL ARTERIAL 

OTHER RURAL 

URBAN 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

43.9 

29 .0  

101.4 

174.3 

42.1 

26.5 

100.2 

168.8 

1988 CUMULATIVE MONTHLY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S * *  

AUG 

8.2 

6 . 9  

5 .7  

6.4 

RURAL ARTERIAL 

OTHER RURAL 

URBAN 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

44.7 

29.0 

100.4 

174.0 

SEPT 

48.6 

30.1 27.4 27.4 25.2 24.9 

103.4 105.0 9 8 . 9  101.9 95 .5  
I 

182.1 182.5 169.2 172.7 160.8 161.6 
- _ _ _ _ . - _ _ _ - -  

3 . 0  

2 . 0  

1 .7  

2 . 0  
---- 

I l I 1 I I f I I I I I ~  

1989 CUMULATIVE MONTHLY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S * * *  

OTHER RURAL 

URBAN 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

PERCENT CHANGE I N  CUMULATIVE MONTHLY TRAVEL 1989 VS. 1988 

URRAN 5 .7  3 . 2  

A L L  SYSTEMS 6.4 4.3 3.9 

* SYSTEM ENTRIES MAY NOT ADO TO G I V E  ''ALL SYSTEMS" TOTAL DUE TO ROUNDING. 
** THESE ARE PRELIMINkRY ESTIMATES WHICH W I L L  BE REVISED TO AGREE WITH F I N A L  ESTIMATES OF 1988 ANNUAL 

TRAVEL PROVIDED BY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS. 
***  TO B E  REVISED BASED ON 1989 F I N A L  TRAVEL ESTIMATES. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT KENNETH WELTY, OFFICE OF HIGHWAY INFORMATION MANAGEMENT, 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION,  PHONE 202-366-5055. 

33.7 

21.9 

90 .5  

146.2 

OCT 

5 . 9  

3.4 

2.2 

3 .3  

66.0 

43.2 

176.3 

285.6 

NOV 

- - - -  

105.8 

68.9 

274.3 

448.9 

146.3 

94 .8  

372.6 

613.8 

- 

190.2 

123.8 

474 .O 

788.0 

234.9 

152.8 

574.4 

962.1 

283.5 

182.9 

677.7 

1144.1 

331.3 

212.6 

782.7 

1326.6 

374.2 

240.0 

881.6 

1495.8 

417.6 

267.4 

983 .5  

1668.5 

457.8 

292.6 

1079.1 

1829.4 

497.4 

317.5 

1176.2 

1991.0 



T A B L E  3.-SUMMARY B Y  ROAD C L A S S  AN0 B Y  GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

t P R E L I M I N A R Y  DATA FOR MARCH I R E V I S E D  DATA FOR FEBRUARY 

C L A S S  OF ROAD, A L L  S T A T E S :  
. . . . . . . . . . .  RURAL A R T E R I A L  ROADS 

OTHER RURAL ROADS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A L L  RURAL ROADS 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  C I T Y  S T R E E T S  
. . . . . . . . . .  A L L  ROADS AND S T R E E T S  

4 8  S T A T E S  ( R U R A L  A R T E R I A L  ) :  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  EASTERN R E G I O N  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  CENTRAL R E G I O N  

WESTERN R E G I O N  . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . .  

T O T A L  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

V E H I C L E - M I L E S  
(MILLIONS) 

CHANGE 1 1989 1 1988 

VEHICLE-MILES 
(MILLIONS) PERCENTAGE 

CHANGE 
1989 





U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Highway 
Administration 
400 Seventh St., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Offtcial Business 
Penalty for Private Use $300 

Postage and Fees Pa~d 
Federal H~ghway 
Adm~nistrat~on 
DOT 512 


