
TRAFFIC VOLUME 
U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Highway TRENDS MARCH 

TRAVEL ON ALL ROADS AND STREETS IS UP BY 3.7 PERCENT 
FOR MARCH 1987 AS COMPARED TO MARCH 1986. 

WESTERN CENTRAL EASTERN 

ESTIMATED VEHICLE MILES OF TRAVEL BY REGION - MARCH 1987+ 

32.6 BILLION 66.7 BILLION 56.3 BILLION 

PERCENT CHANGE tN TRAFFIC COMPARED TO SAME MONTH LAST YEAR 

+4.8 +2.3 +4.7 

ALL DATA FOR THIS MONTH ARE PRELIMINARY. REVISED VALUES FOR THE 

PREVIOUS MONTH ARE SHOWN IN TABLES 1 AND 2. 

ALL VEHICLE MILES O F  TRAVEL HAVE BEEN COMPUTED WITH 1885 VM-2 AS A BASE. 

COMPILED WlTH DATA ON HAND A8 O F  MAY 13, 1981. 



I T R A F F I C  VOLUME TRENDS - MARCH 1 9 8 7  

B A S E D  O N  P R E L I M I N A R Y  REPORTS FROM THE S T A T E  HIGHWAY A G E N C I E S ,  
T R A V E L  D U R I N G  MARCH 1 9 8 7  ON A L L  ROADS AND STREETS I N  THE N A T I O N  
I N C R E A S E D  BY 3 . 7  PERCENT AS COMPARED TO MARCH 1 9 8 6 ,  R E S U L T I N G  
I N  E S T I M A T E D  T R A V E L  FOR THE MONTH A T  1 5 6 5 5 1  M I L L I O N  V E H I C L E  M I L E S .  
T H I S  T O T A L  I N C L U D E S  6 4 7 7 8  M I L L I O N  V E H I C L E  M I L E S  ON RURAL ROADS AND 

9 1 7 7 3  M I L L I O N  V E H I C L E  M I L E S  O N  URBAN ROADS AND S T R E E T S .  

T R A V E L  FOR THE CURRENT MONTH AS WELL AS THE C U M U L A T I V E  YEARLY T O T A L  
ON A L L  ROADS AND STREETS I S  SHOWN BELOW. S I M I L A R  T O T A L S  FOR EACH YEAR 
S I N C E  1 9 7 0  ARE ALSO I N C L U D E D .  

T R A V E L  I N  M I L L I O N S  
A L L  ROADS AND STREETS 

YEAR MARCH YEAR TO D A T E  

T R A F F I C  VOLUME TRENDS I S  A MONTHLY REPORT BASED ON HOURLY T R A F F I C  
COUNT D A T A .  THESE D A T A .  COLLECTED A T  APPROXIMATELY 4000 CONTINUOUS 
T R A F F I C  C O U N T I N G  L O C A T I O N S  N A T I O N W I D E ,  ARE USED T O  DETERMINE THE PERCENT 
CHANGE I N  T R A F F I C  FOR THE CURRENT MONTH COMPARED TO THE SAME MONTH I N  THE 
P R E V I O U S  YEAR.  T H I S  PERCENT CHANGE I S  A P P L I E D  TO THE T R A V E L  FOR THE 
SAME P E R I O D  I N  THE P R E V I O U S  YEAR T O  O B T A I N  T R A V E L  FOR THE CURRENT P E R I O D .  

FOR EXTRA C O P I E S ,  OR TO BE P U T  ON THE MONTHLY M A I L I N G  L I S T .  CONTACT:  
F E D E R A L  HIGHWAY A D M I N I S T R A T I O N ,  O F F I C E  OF HIGHWAY I N F O R M A T I O N  MANAGEMENT, 
ROOM 3 3 0 0  - H P M - 3 0 ,  400 7 T H  STREET S .W. ,  WASHINGTON, D . C .  20590. 

PHONE 2 0 2 - 3 6 6 - 5 0 5 5 .  





F I G U R E  2 - T R R V E L  ON U S HIGHWRYS BY M O N T H  
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FEOERAL HIGHWAY A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  D I V I S I O N  
400 - 7 T H  STREET, S.W. 
WASHINGTON. D . C .  20590 TABLE 1. 

ESTIMATED I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY MOTOR V E H I C L E  TRAVEL I N  THE U N I T E D  STATES ***  

I MONTH I' 
SYSTEM I JAN F E B  MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV 

_ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - - -  ' OEC 1 
OTHER RURAL 23.5 22 .0  

URBAN I 77.9 I 73 .3  

A L L  SYSTEMS 1 132.6 1 124.4 

29.1 R U R A L A R T E R I A L  

1986 I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY V E H I C L E - M I L E S  OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S *  

31.1 

1987 I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY V E H I C L E - M I L E S  OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S * *  

PERCENT CHANGE I N  I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY TRAVEL 1987 V S .  i986 

RURAL A R T E R I A L  

OTHER RURAL 

URBAN 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

FEDERAL HIGHWAY A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
h HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  D I V I S I O N  

400 - 7 T H  STREET, S.W. 
WASHINGTON, O . C .  20590 

32.2 

24 .1  

80.1 

136.4 

TABLE 2. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - ~ ~ -  

31.6 

23.5 

77.8 

132.9 

RURAL A R T E R I A L  

OTHER RURAL 

URBAN 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

* THESE ARE P R E L I M I N A R Y  E S T I M A T E S  WHICH W I L L  B E  REVISED TO AGREE W I T H  F I N A L  ESTIMATES OF 1987 ANNUAL 
TRAVEL PROVIDED BY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS. 

* * -  TO B E  R E V I S E D  BASED ON 1987 F I N A L  TRAVEL ESTIMATES.  
I * **  SYSTEM E N T R I E S  MAY NOT ADD TO TOTAL " A L L  SYSTEMS" DUE TO ROUNDING. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT KENNETH WELTY, O F F I C E  OF HIGHWAY INFORMATION MANAGEMENT, 

I FEDERAL HIGHWAY A D M I N I S T R A T I O N ,  PHONE 202-366-5055. 

8 .4  

6 . 6  

6 . 3  

6 .8  

3 . 5  

2 . 3  

2 . 7  

2.8 

ESTIMATED CUMULATIVE MONTHLY MOTOR V E H I C L E  TRAVEL I N  THE U N I T E D  STATES * * *  

38.3 

26.5 

91.8 

- 156.6 

2.6 

2.8 

4 .5  

3 . 7  

I 

i 

I s  

- - -  

MONTH 

SYSTEM J A N  I FEB ( MAR I APR I MAY I JUNE I J U L Y  AUG I SEPT I OCT 1 NOV I DEC 

1986 CUMULATIVE MONTHLY V E H I C L E - M I L E S  OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S *  

----- 

RURAL A R T E R I A L  

OTHER RURAL 

URBAN 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

31 .1  

23.5 

77.9 

132.6 

1987 CUMULATIVE MONTHLY V E H I C L E - M I L E S  OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S * *  

60 .3  

45 .6  

151.2 

257.0 

RURAL A R T E R I A L  

OTHER RURAL 

URBAN 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

97.6 

71.4 

239.1 

408.0 

32.2 

24.1 

80.1 

136.4 
. . , -  ~ - r _ _ _ _ ~ ~ r - l I I -  

PERCENT CHANGE I N  CUMULATIVE MONTHLY TRAVEL 1987 VS.  1986 

134.9 

96 .6  

329.5 

561.1 

63.8 

47.6 

157.9 

269.3 

RURAL A R T E R I A L  

OTHER RURAL 

URBAN 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

102.1 

74.1 

249.7 

425.8 

175.5 

122.9 

426.1 

724.4 

3.5 

2 . 3  

2.7 

2.8 

217.9 

149.3 

523.1 

890.3 

5.9 

4.4 

4.4 

4.8 

263.5 

176.0 

624.2 

1063.6 

----------- 

4.6 

3.8 

4.4 

4 .4  
---- ------  

310.2 

203.4 

726.8 

1240.4 

349.4 

229.0 

819.7 

1398.1 

389.4 

255.7 

915 .1  

1560.2 

426.5 

280.7 

1002.5 

1709.6 

464.2 

306.4 

1090.0 

1860.6 



T A B L E  3.-SUMMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

R E V I S E D  DATA FOR FEBRUARY P R E L I M I N A R Y  DATA FOR MARCH 

V E H I C L E - M I L E S  
( M I L L I O N S )  PERCENTAGE 

CHANGE 

I 1986 

V E H I C L E - M I L E S  
( M I L L I O N S )  PERCENTAGE 

CHANGE 

C L A S S  OF ROAD. A L L  STATES:  
. . . . . . . . . . .  RURAL A R T E R I A L  ROADS 

OTHER RURAL ROADS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A L L  RURAL ROADS 

C I T Y  STREETS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
A L L  ROADS AND STREETS . . . . . . . . . .  

4 8  STATES (RURAL A R T E R I A L  ) :  
EASTERN R E G I O N  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  CENTRAL R E G I O N  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  WESTERN R E G I O N .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  T O T A L .  

T A B L E  4.-CHANGES ON RURAL A R T E R I A L  ROADS BY STATES 

MARCH FEBRUARY 
( P R E L I M I N A R Y )  ( R E V I S E D )  

FEBRUARY 
( R E V I S E D )  

NUMBER 
CENTAGE 

S T A T I O N S  CHANGE I 

1 

MARCH 
( P R E L I M I N A R Y )  

D I V I S I O N  AND STATE 
NUMBER 

- 

. - 

D I V I S I O N  AND STATE 
NUMBER 

0 F 
S T A T I O N S  

PER- 
CENTAGE 

CHANGE 

NUMBER 
CENTAGE PER- 1 OF 

CHANGE S T A T I O N S  

PER- 
CENTAGE 

CHANGE 
OF I S T A T I O N S  

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL:  I NEW ENGLAND: 
CONNECTICUT . . . . . . .  
M A I N E . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . .  MASSACHUSETTS 
NEW HAMPSHIRE . . . . .  
RHODE I S L A N D  . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . .  VERMONT 

ALABAMA . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . .  KENTUCKY 

. . . . . . .  M I S S I S S I P P I  
TENNESSEE . . . . . . . . .  

WEST NORTH CENTRAL: 
IOWA . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
KANSAS . . . . . . . . . . . .  
MINNESOTA . . . . . . . . .  
M I S S O U R I  . . . . . . . . . .  
NEBRASKA . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . .  NORTH DAKOTA 
SOUTH DAKOTA . . . . . .  

M I D D L E  A T L A N T I C :  
NEW JERSEY . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  NEW YORK 
. . . . .  P E N N S Y L V A N I A .  

SOUTH A T L A N T I C  
(NORTH) : 

DELAWARE . . . . . . . . . .  
MARYLAND . . . . . . . . . .  
V I R G I N I A  . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . .  WEST V I R G I N I A  

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL: 
ARKANSAS . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . .  L O U I S I A N A ,  
. . . . . . . . . .  OKLAHOMA 

TEXAS . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
SOUTH A T L A N T I C  

(SOUTH)  : 
F L O R I D A  . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  GEORGIA 
NORTH C A R O L I N A  . . .  

. .  SOUTH C A R O L I N A .  

EAST NORTH CENTRAL:  
I L L I N O I S  . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . .  I N D I A N A  
. . . . . . . . .  M I C H I G A N  

O H I O  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
W I S C O N S I N  . . . . . . . .  

MOUNTAIN : 
ARIZONA . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  COLORADO 
I D A H O  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
MONTANA . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  NEVADA 
. . . . . . . .  NEW MEXICO 

U T A H  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . .  WYOMING 

P A C I F I C :  
C A L I F O R N I A  . . . . . . . .  
OREGON . . . . . . . . . . . .  
WASHINGTON . . . . . . . .  ALASKA . . . . . . . . . . .  

H A W A I I .  . . . .  .a .  . . . .  

NOTE:  1-WHERE THE NUMBER OF S T A T I O N S  I S  SHOWN AS A DASH AND A VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE I S  I N D I C A T E D ,  THE L A T T E R  VALUE I S  
BASED ON A STATEWIDE E S T I M A T E  PROVIDED B Y  THE HIGHWAY AGENCY AS DETERMINED FROM E X T E N S I V E  T R A F F I C  SAMPLING SURVEYS 

2-WHERE THE NUMBER OF S T A T I O N S  AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE SHOWN AS DASHES, I N S U F F I C I E N T  I N F O R M A T I O N  WAS A V A I L A B L E  
TO DETERMINE A N  E S T I M A T E .  
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