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REMARKS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY 
BY SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION ELIZABETH HANFORD DOLE 

NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
FEBRUARY 5 , 1987 

I CONSIDER IT ONE OF THE GREATEST POSSIBLE PRIVILEGES TO BE 

INVITED TO SHARE THIS MORNING WITH FELLOW TRAVELERS A LITTLE OF MY 

OWN SPIRITUAL JOURNEY . LIKE MOST OF US , I'M JUST ONE PERSON 

STRUGGLING TO RELATE FAITH TO LIFE , BUT I AM GRATEFUL THAT 

MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESSIONAL PRAYER GROUPS HAVE ASKED ME TO SPEAK 

FROM THE HEART, ABOUT THE DIFFERENCE JESUS CHRIST HAS MADE IN MY 

LIFE . 

BUT FIRST, I MUST MENTION A POLITICAL CRISIS ... A CRISIS 
FROM WHICH I HAVE LEARNED SOME VERY IMPORTANT LESSONS. 

NOW THIS IS A POLITICAL CRISIS INVOLVING HIGH STAKES, 
INTRIGUE, BEHIND- THE- SCENES NEGOTIATIONS, INFLUENCE IN HIGH 
PLACES , AND EVEN AN ELEMENT OF ROMANCE. 

WHERE HAVE I LEARNED OF THIS CRISIS? ON THE FRONT PAGE OF 
THE NEWSPAPERS? 

NO . THE NEWSPAPERS HAVEN ' T CARRIED THIS STORY . 

NO, THE POLITICAL CRISIS I'M TALKING ABOUT OCCURRED AROUND 
2,450 YEARS AGO. 

AND WE LEARN ABOUT IT . .. . I N THE BIBLE . .. IN THE BOOK OF 
ESTHER . 

ESTHER IS THE SAGA OF A WOMAN FORCED TO MAKE A DECISION 
CONCERNING THE TOTAL COMMITMENT OF HER LIFE -- A DECISION SHE WAS 
RELUCTANT TO MAKE. SHE HAD TO BE VIGOROUSLY CHALLENGED, AND IT'S 

- more -

···-. 



: 

2 

THIS PART OF HER STORY TO WHICH I CAN SO EASILY RELATE IN MY OWN 
SPIRITUAL JOURNEY. FOR WHILE THE PARTICULARS OF HER CHALLENGE MAY 
DIFFER GREATLY FROM THE CHALLENGES YOU AND I FACE, THE FORCES AT 
WORK ARE AS REAL AS THE MORAL IS RELEVANT . THE BASIC LESSONS 
ESTHER HAD TO LEARN ARE LESSONS I NEEDED TO LEARN. THUS , THE 
STORY OF ESTHER, OVER THE YEARS, HAS TAKEN ON GREAT SIGNIFICANCE 
FOR ME . INDEED, IT REFLECTS AN INDIVIDUAL ' S DISCOVERY OF THE TRUE 
MEANING OF LIFE . 

THE STORY TAKES PLACE IN THE ANCIENT KINGDOM OF PERSIA WHERE 
THERE LIVED A PARTICULARLY FAITHFUL MAN OF GOD NAMED MORDECAI. 
NOW , MORDECAI, A JEW , HAD A YOUNG COUSIN NAMED ESTHER, WHOM HE HAD 
ADOPTED AFTER THE DEATH OF HER PARENTS AND RAISED AS IF SHE WERE 
HIS OWN DAUGHTER. IN FACT , MORDECAI HAD RAISED A YOUNG WOMAN 
LITERALLY FIT FOR A KING . . . FOR ESTHER GREW INTO A WOMAN OF 
EXTRAORDINARY GRACE AND BEAUTY. 

THEN ONE DAY XERXES , THE KING OF PERSIA, COMMANDED THAT A 
SEARCH BE MADE THROUGHOUT ALL THE PROVINCES FOR THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
WOMEN SO THAT HE COULD CHOOSE A NEW QUEEN -- A SORT OF MISS PERSIA 
PAGEANT . ESTHER , ABOVE ALL OTHERS , FOUND FAVOR IN THE EYES OF THE 
KING, AND THIS YOUNG ORPHAN GIRL WAS CROWNED QUEEN OF PERSIA . 

THE KING WAS SO DELIGHTED WITH HIS NEW QUEEN THAT HE THREW A 
MAGNIFICENT BANQUET AND EVEN WENT SO FAR AS TO LOWER ALL THE 
TAXES . MR . PRESIDENT , I THOUGHT YOU WOULD PARTICULARLY LIKE THAT 
PART OF THE STORY . 

MEANWHILE, MORDECAI , OUT AMONGST THE PEOPLE , LEARNED TO HIS 
HORROR, THAT ONE OF THE TOP MEN IN GOVERNMENT HAD DEVELOPED A VERY 
CAREFUL PLAN TO PUT TO DEATH ALL OF GOD'S PEOPLE, THE JEWS, 
THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE KINGDOM. 

OF COURSE, MORDECAI IMMEDIATELY THOUGHT OF ESTHER, AND HE 
SENT AN URGENT MESSAGE SAYING : "ESTHER, YOU MUST DO SOMETHING 
YOU MAY BE THE ONLY PERSON WHO CAN PERSUADE THE KING TO CALL OFF 
THIS TERRIBLE PLAN." 

BUT ESTHER WANTS NO PART OF THIS . HER RESPONSE TO MORDECAI: 
"ALL THE KING'S OFFICIALS AND THE PEOPLE OF THE ROYAL PROVINCES 
KNOW THAT FOR ANY MAN OR WOMAN WHO APPROACHES THE KING IN THE 
INNER COURT WITHOUT BEING SUMMONED, THE KING HAS SET BUT ONE LAW : 
THAT HE BE PUT TO DEATH. THE ONLY EXCEPTION TO THIS IS FOR THE 
KING TO EXTEND THE GOLDEN SCEPTER TO HIM AND SPARE HIS LIFE. BUT 
THIRTY DAYS HAVE PASSED SINCE I WAS CALLED TO GO TO THE KING . " 

IN OTHER WORDS , ESTHER IS SAYING , "MORDECAI , YOU DON ' T 
UNDERSTAND PROTOCOL. I HAVE TO FOLLOW STANDARD OPERATING 
PROCEDURES . CHANCES ARE THAT IF I GO TO THE KING , I JUST MIGHT 
LOSE MY HEAD! " MORDECAI HAS NO SYMPATHY WITH ESTHER'S REFUSAL TO 
HELP . TENS OF THOUSANDS OF HER OWN PEOPLE STAND TO LOSE THEIR 
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MORDECAI FEELS COMPELLED TO SEND A SECOND MESSAGE TO 

I ONCE HEARD A VERY INSIGHTFUL PASTOR , GORDON MACDONALD, 
HIGHLIGHT THREE DISTINCT PARTS TO THIS SECOND APPEAL - - THREE 
PROFOUND CHALLENGES WHICH STRIKE AT THE HEART OF ESTHER ' S 
RELUCTANCE. 

FIRST: ESTHER, THINK NOT THAT YOU'LL ESCAPE THIS PREDICAMENT 
ANY MORE THAN OTHER JEWS -- YOU ' LL LOSE EVERYTHING YOU HAVE IF 
THIS PLAN IS CARRIED OUT - - ALL THE COMFORTS, ALL THE FRINGE 
BENEFITS . IT SEEMS THAT MORDECAI IS SAYING: IF THE THING THAT 
STOPS YOU FROM BEING A SERVANT TO THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE IS YOUR 
COMFORT AND YOUR SECURITY, FORGET IT, LADY -- FOR YOU'RE NO MORE 
SECURE IN THERE THAN WE ARE OUT HERE. ESTHER SHARES THE 
PREDICAMENT . 

THE SECOND THEME IS PRIVILEGE : IF YOU KEEP SILENT , ESTHER, 
AT A TIME LIKE THIS , DELIVERANCE AND RELIEF WILL ARISE FROM SOME 
OTHER PLACE. 

GOD HAS GIVEN YOU, ESTHER, THE PRIVILEGE TO PERFORM. IF YOU 
DON'T USE THAT PRIVILEGE, HE MAY PERMIT YOU TO BE PUSHED ASIDE AND 
GIVE YOUR ROLE TO SOMEONE ELSE . 

THE THIRD THEME IS PROVIDENCE. MORDECAI SAYS : ESTHER, WHO 
KNOWS -- BUT THAT GOD HAS PLACED YOU WHERE YOU ARE FOR SUCH A TIME 
AS THIS .... 

FINALLY MORDECAI ' S APPEAL STRUCK HOME ESTHER ' S RESPONSE : 
"GO, GATHER TOGETHER ALL THE JEWS AND FAST FOR ME. DO NOT EAT OR 
DRINK FOR THREE DAYS , NIGHT OR DAY . I AND MY MAIDS WILL FAST AS 
YOU DO. WHEN THIS IS DONE, I WILL GO TO THE KING , EVEN THOUGH IT 
IS AGAINST THE LAW. AND IF I PERISH. I PERISH ... . " 

THAT'S TOTAL COMMITMENT. INDEED, THE STORY OF ESTHER IS FOR 
ME A VERY CHALLENGING AND HUMBLING ONE. FOR THERE CAME A TIME IN 
MY LIFE WHEN I HAD TO CONFRONT WHAT COMMITMENT TO GOD IS ALL 
ABOUT. 

MY WITNESS CONTAINS NO ROAD TO DAMASCUS EXPERIENCE. 

MY SPIRITUAL JOURNEY BEGAN MANY YEARS AGO IN A CAROLINA HOME 
WHERE SUNDAY WAS THE LORD ' S DAY, RESERVED FOR ACTS OF MERCY AND 
NECESSITY, AND THE GOSPEL WAS AS MUCH A PART OF OUR LIVES AS FRIED 
CHICKEN AND AZALEAS IN THE SPRING. 

MY GRANDMOTHER, MOM CATHEY, WHO LIVED WITHIN TWO WEEKS OF HER 
100TH BIRTHDAY, WAS MY ROLE MODEL. 
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I REMEMBER MANY SUNDAY AFTERNOONS WITH OTHER NEIGHBORHOOD 
CHILDREN IN HER HOME -- THE LEMONADE AND COOKIES - - I THINK THAT'S 
WHAT ENTICED US THE BIBLE GAMES , LISTENING TO MOM CATHEY AS 
SHE READ FROM THIS BIBLE -- NOW ONE OF MY MOST CHERISHED 
POSSESSIONS. 

SHE PRACTICED WHAT SHE PREACHED, AND LIVED HER LIFE FOR 
OTHERS. IN A TRAGIC ACCIDENT, MOM CATHEY LOST A SON AT THE HANDS 
OF A DRUNK DRIVER . THE INSURANCE POLICY ON HIS LIFE BUILT A 
HOSPITAL WING IN A FAR-OFF CHURCH MISSION IN PAKISTAN. ALTHOUGH 
MOM WAS NOT AT ALL A WEALTHY WOMAN, ALMOST ANYTHING SHE COULD 
SPARE WENT TO MINISTERS AT HOME AND MISSIONS ABROAD . WHEN IT 
BECAME NECESSARY , IN HER 90 ' S, TO GO INTO A NURSING HOME, SHE 
WELCOMED THE OPPORTUNITY . I CAN STILL HEAR HER SAYING. "ELIZABETH, 
THERE MIGHT BE SOME PEOPLE THERE WHO DON ' T KNOW THE LORD, AND I 
CAN READ THE BIBLE TO THEM. " 

I LOVE TO FIND HER NOTES IN THE MARGIN OF HER BIBLE, NOTES 
WRITTEN IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT WHEN SHE COULDN'T SLEEP. FOR 
EXAMPLE, I FIND BY PSALM 139, THIS NOTATION, "MAY 22, 1952, 1 : 00AM 
- MY PRAYER : "SEARCH ME , 0 GOD, AND KNOW MY HEART -- TRY ME, AND 
KNOW MY THOUGHTS. AND SEE IF THERE BE ANY WICKED WAY IN ME, AND 
LEAD ME IN THE WAY EVERLASTING" . 

I CAN ' T REMEMBER AN UNKIND WORD ESCAPING MOM ' S LIPS IN ALL 
THE YEARS I KNEW HER OR AN UNGRACIOUS DEED MARRING HER PATH. MY 
GRANDMOTHER WAS AN ALMOST PERFECT ROLE MODEL. 

AND I WANTED TO BE LIKE HER. FROM AN EARLY AGE, I HAD AN 
ACTIVE CHURCH LIFE . BUT AS WE MOVE ALONG, HOW OFTEN IN OUR BUSY 
LIVES SOMETHING BECOMES A BARRIER TO TOTAL COMMITMENT OF ONE ' S 
LIFE TO THE LORD! IN SOME CASES IT MAY BE MONEY, POWER, 
PRESTIGE .... 

IN MY CASE, MY CAREER BECAME OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE . I 
WORKED VERY HARD, TO EXCEL, TO ACHIEVE. MY GOAL WAS TO DO MY 
BEST, WHICH IS ALL FINE AND WELL. BUT I ' M INCLINED TO BE A 
PERFECTIONIST. AND IT'S VERY HARD , YOU KNOW, TO TRY TO CONTROL 
EVERYTHING, SURMOUNT EVERY DIFFICULTY, FORESEE EVERY PROBLEM, 
REALIZE EVERY OPPORTUNITY. THAT CAN BE PRETTY TOUGH ON YOUR 
FAMILY, YOUR FRIENDS, YOUR FELLOW WORKERS AND ON YOURSELF . IN MY 
CASE, IT BEGAN CROWDING OUT WHAT MOM CATHEY HAD TAUGHT ME WERE 
LIFE ' S MOST IMPORTANT PRIORITIES . 

I WAS BLESSED WITH A BEAUTIFUL MARRIAGE , A CHALLENGING CAREER 
. .. AND YET ... ONLY GRADUALLY , OVER MANY YEARS, DID I REALIZE 
WHAT WAS MISSING -- MY LIFE WAS THREATENED WITH SPIRITUAL 
STARVATION. 

I PRAYED ABOUT THIS, AND I BELIEVE, NO FASTER THAN I WAS 
READY, GOD LED ME TO PEOPLE AND CIRCUMSTANCES THAT MADE A REAL 
DIFFERENCE IN MY LIFE. 
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I FOUND ED BAUMAN OF FOUNDRY METHODIST CHURCH, A TREMENDOUSLY 
SENSITIVE, CARING PASTOR, WHO HELPED ME SEE WHAT JOY THERE CAN BE 
WHEN GOD IS THE CENTER OF LIFE, AND ALL ELSE FLOWS FROM THAT 
CENTER. 

A SPIRITUAL GROWTH GROUP GAVE ME RENEWED STRENGTH AS I BEGAN 
TO MEET EACH MONDAY NIGHT WITH OTHERS WHO SHARED MY NEED TO 
STRETCH AND GROW SPIRITUALLY, AND I WAS STRENGTHENED THROUGH BIBLE 
STUDY WITH OTHER SENATE WIVES. I LEARNED THAT SUNDAYS CAN BE SET 
ASIDE FOR SPIRITUAL AND PERSONAL REJUVENATION WITHOUT DISASTROUS 
EFFECTS ON ONE'S WORK WEEK. AND SUDDENLY, THE ESTHER STORY TOOK 
ON NEW MEANING. 

I FINALLY REALIZED I NEEDED TO HEAR AND TO HEED THOSE 
CHALLENGES MORDECAI SO CLEARLY STATED. MORDECAI'S FIRST 
CHALLENGE: PREDICAMENT: "DON'T THINK YOUR LIFE WILL BE SPARED 
FROM THE SLAUGHTER, ESTHER. IF YOU TRY TO SAVE YOUR LIFE, YOU'LL 
LOSE IT ALL!" IT'S A CALL TO TOTAL COMMITMENT, TO LITERALLY LAY 
HER LIFE ON THE LINE. 

BUT I CAN SYMPATHIZE WITH ESTHER'S DILEMMA. SHE HAD ALL THE 
COMFORTS, A CUSHY LIFE -- AND WHEN YOU GET ALL THOSE THINGS AROUND 
YOU, IT CAN BUILD UP A RESISTANCE TO ANYTHING WHICH MIGHT THREATEN 
THE COMFORT AND SECURITY THEY SEEM TO PROVIDE. 

I KNOW ALL TOO WELL HOW SHE FELT. MAYBE YOU DO, TOO. I 
ENJOY THE COMFORTABLE LIFE. I HAD BUILT UP MY OWN LITTLE SELF­
SUFFICIENT WORLD. I HAD GOD NEATLY COMPARTMENTALIZED, CRAMMED 
INTO A CROWDED FILE DRAWER OF MY LIFE SOMEWHERE BETWEEN GARDENING 
AND GOVERNMENT. THAT IS, UNTIL IT DAWNED ON ME THAT I SHARE THE 
PREDICAMENT, THAT THE CALL TO COMMITMENT MORDECAI GAVE TO ESTHER 
IS LIKE THE CALL WHICH JESUS CHRIST PRESENTS TO ME. 

"IF ANYONE WOULD COME AFTER ME," JESUS TELLS US, "HE MUST 
DENY HIMSELF AND TAKE UP HIS CROSS AND FOLLOW ME. FOR WHOEVER 
WANTS TO SAVE HIS LIFE WILL LOSE IT, BUT WHOEVER LOSES HIS LIFE 
FOR ME AND FOR THE GOSPEL WILL SAVE IT. WHAT GOOD IS IT FOR A MAN 
TO GAIN THE WHOLE WORLD, YET FORFEIT HIS SOUL." 

HARD WORDS TO SWALLOW, WHEN YOU'RE BUSY DOING YOUR OWN THING 
BUT THE MOST COMPELLING LOGIC I'VE EVER HEARD. FOR IF CHRIST 

IS WHO HE SAYS HE IS -- OUR SAVIOUR, THE CENTRAL FIGURE IN ALL OF 
HISTORY WHO GIVES MEANING TO A WORLD OF CONFUSING, CONFLICTING 
PRIORITIES, THEN I HAD TO REALIZE CHRIST COULD NOT BE 
COMPARTMENTALIZED. 

IT WOULD BE DIFFERENT IF I HAD BELIEVED THAT JESUS WAS JUST A 
MAN -- AS SOME DO. THEN I COULD EASILY HAVE COMPARTMENTALIZED 
HIM. OR, IF I HAD BELIEVED HE WAS JUST A GOOD TEACHER OF MORALS, 
THEN PERHAPS, I COULD HAVE JUST PUT HIS BOOK AWAY ON MY SHELF. 
OR, IF I HAD THOUGHT HE WAS JUST A PROPHET -- EVEN THEN, I MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN TEMPTED TO FILE HIM AWAY. 
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BUT I KNEW THAT JESUS CHRIST WAS MY LORD AND MY SAVIOUR, THE 
RISEN LORD WHO LIVES TODAY, SOVEREIGN OVER ALL. AND I KNEW IT WAS 
TIME TO CEASE LIVING LIFE BACKWARDS, TIME TO STRIVE TO PUT CHRIST 
FIRST, PREEMINENT -- WITH NO COMPETITION, AT THE VERY CENTER OF MY 
LIFE . . .. IT WAS TIME TO SUBMIT MY RESIGNATION AS MASTER OF MY 
OWN LITTLE UNIVERSE, ... AND ... GOD ACCEPTED MY RESIGNATION! 

MORDECAI'S SECOND CHALLENGE WAS PRIVILEGE. " IF YOU DON'T 
TAKE THIS PRIVILEGE SERIOUSLY, ESTHER, GOD WILL GIVE IT TO 
ANOTHER." 

THIS TOO , WAS A CHALLENGE I NEEDED TO HEAR. 

WHAT GOD HAD TO TEACH ME WAS THIS . IT IS NOT WHAT I DO THAT 
MATTERS, BUT WHAT A SOVEREIGN GOD CHOOSES TO DO THROUGH ME. GOD 
DOESN'T WANT WORLDLY SUCCESSES. HE WANTS ME. HE WANTS MY HEART, 
IN SUBMISSION TO HIM. LIFE IS NOT JUST A FEW YEARS TO SPEND ON 
SELF-INDULGENCE AND CAREER ADVANCEMENT . IT'S A PRIVILEGE, A 
RESPONSIBILITY, A STEWARDSHIP TO BE LIVED ACCORDING TO A MUCH 
HIGHER CALLING -- GOD'S CALLING. THIS ALONE GIVES TRUE MEANING TO 
LIFE . 

MORDECAI'S WARNING TO ESTHER IS SOBERING . GOD FORBID THAT 
SOMEDAY I LOOK BACK AND REALIZE I WAS TOO DISTRACTED BY THINGS OF 
THIS WORLD, TOO BUSY, TOO DRIVEN ... AND MY WORK WAS GIVEN TO 
ANOTHER. 

THE THIRD CHALLENGE: PROVIDENCE . "ESTHER, WHO KNOWS, BUT 
THAT GOD IN HIS PROVIDENCE HAS BROUGHT YOU TO SUCH A TIME AS 
THIS." 

WHAT MORDECAI'S WORDS SAY TO ME IS THAT EACH ONE OF US HAS A 
UNIQUE ASSIGNMENT IN THIS WORLD GI VEN TO US BY A SOVEREIGN GOD 
TO LOVE AND TO SERVE THOSE WITHIN OUR OWN SPHERE OF INFLUENCE. 

WE'VE BEEN BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING; WE'VE RECEIVED THAT WE 
MIGHT GIVE . 

THE CHALLENGES ESTHER NEEDED TO HEAR WERE CHALLENGES I NEEDED 
TO HEAR - AND CONTINUALLY NEED TO HEAR: THE CALL TO TOTAL 
COMMITMENT . 

BUT THERE I S ONE LAST LESSON I HAD TO LEARN FROM ESTHER . .. . 
THE WAY IN WHICH HER HEART RESPONDED. 

ESTHER CALLED ON HER FELLOW BELIEVERS TO PRAY AND TO FAST. 
AND THEN SHE CAST HERSELF -- INDEED, HER VERY LIFE -- UPON GOD IN 
DEPENDENCE ON HIM : " IF I PERISH, I PERISH!" 

AND HOW DID GOD WORK IN THIS SITUATION? WHAT WAS THE OUTCOME 
OF ESTHER'S COMMITMENT AND DEPENDENCE ON GOD? SCRIPTURE TELLS US 
THAT THE KING EXTENDED THE GOLDEN SCEPTER -- SPARING ESTHER ' S 
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LIFE, THAT HIS HEART WENT OUT TO HER CAUSE, AND THAT GOD ' S PEOPLE 
WERE GLORIOUSLY RESCUED! 

ESTHER COULD HAVE PLAYED IT ON HER OWN WITS AND CHARM AND 
JUST LEFT GOD OUT OF THE PICTURE . BUT SHE KNEW HER CAUSE WOULD 
ONLY SUCCEED IF GOD WERE WITH HER. AND SHE RALLIED OTHERS TO JOIN 
HER IN A SPIRIT OF HUMBLE DEPENDENCE THROUGH PRAYER . 

IT HAS STRUCK ME THAT THIS IS REALLY OUR PURPOSE IN 
GATHERING TOGETHER THIS MORNING AT THIS, THE ANNUAL NATIONAL 
PRAYER BREAKFAST. WE HAVE COME TO HUMBLY ACKNOWLEDGE OUR 
DEPENDENCE ON GOD . WE HAVE COME, AS OUR INVITATIONS TO THIS EVENT 
STATE: TO SEEK THE LORD'S GUIDANCE AND STRENGTH IN OUR INDIVIDUAL 
LIVES AND IN THE GOVERNING OF OUR NATION .. . WITH THE HOPE THAT 
THE POWER OF CHRIST MAY DEEPEN OUR FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER. 

BUT IN THIS CITY ACCUSTOMED TO GIVING DIRECTIONS, IT'S NOT 
EASY TO SEEK THEM INSTEAD . DEPENDENCE ON GOD IS NOT AN EASY THING 
FOR WASHINGTON-TYPE ACHIEVERS , AND IT HAS.NOT BEEN EASY FOR ME. 
OFTEN I FIND MYSELF FACED WITH TASKS DEMANDING WISDOM AND COURAGE 
BEYOND MY OWN. AND NOT JUST ON THE BIG DECISIONS, . . . I AM 
CONSTANTLY IN NEED OF GOD'S GRACE TO PERFORM LIFE ' S ROUTINE DUTIES 
WITH THE LOVE FOR OTHERS, THE PEACE, THE JOY, . .. INHERENT IN 
GOD I s CALL. 

I ' VE HAD TO LEARN THAT DEPENDENCE IS A GOOD THING, THAT WHEN 
I'VE USED UP MY OWN RESOURCES, WHEN I CAN ' T CONTROL THINGS AND 
MAKE THEM COME OUT MY WAY, WHEN I ' M WILLING TO TRUST GOD WITH THE 
OUTCOME, WHEN I ' M WEAK, -- THEN, I AM STRONG . THEN I ' M IN THE 
BEST POSITION TO BE ABLE TO FEEL THE POWER OF CHRIST REST UPON ME, 
ENCOURAGE ME, REPLENISH MY ENERGY, AND DEEPEN MY FAITH. POWER 
FROM GOD , NOT FROM ME. 

YES, THE STORY OF ESTHER IS ACTUALLY A STORY OF DEPENDENCE. 
IT ' S A STORY NOT ABOUT THE TRIUMPH OF A MAN OR A WOMAN, BUT THE 
TRIUMPH OF GOD . HE IS THE REAL HERO OF THIS STORY. 

AND IN THE SAME WAY, I'VE COME TO REALIZE THERE CAN BE ONLY 
ONE HERO IN MY STORY, TOO: GOD IN JESUS CHRIST. 

TOTAL COMMITMENT TO CHRIST IS A HIGH AND DIFFICULT CALLING. 
AND ONE I WILL STRUGGLE WITH THE REST OF MY DAYS . BUT I KNOW THAT 
FOR ME, IT ' S THE ONLY LIFE WORTH LIVING , THE ONLY LIFE WORTHY OF 
OUR LORD. THE WORLD IS RIPE AND READY, I BELIEVE, FOR MEN AND 
WOMEN WHO WILL ACCEPT THIS CALLING, MEN AND WOMEN WHO RECOGNIZE 
THEY ARE NOT IMMUNE FROM THE PREDICAMENTS OF THE DAY, MEN AND 
WOMEN WHO ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT THE PRIVILEGE OF SERVING, AND WHO 
ARE READY TO SEE THAT THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD MAY HAVE BROUGHT THEM 
TO SUCH A TIME AS THIS . 

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU. 
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