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TRAVEL ON ALL ROADS AND STREETS IS UP BY 3.7 PERCENT 
2 b FOR MARCH 1984 AS COMPARED TO MARCH 1383. 

EdSTHrlATED VUaCLE UttES OF TRAVEL BY REGION - MARCH 1984, 

27.7 B E U 1 O W  Sa.5 1BILLM 49.9 BILLION 

PERCENT C H M E  IN TRAFFS CQMPARED TO 8AME MONTH LAST YEAR 



BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS FROM THE S T A T E  HIGHWAY AGENCIES. 
TRAVEL DURING MARCH 1 9 8 4  ON A L L  ROADS AND STREETS I N  THE N A T I O N  
INCREASED BY 3.7 PERCENT AS COMPARED TO M A ~ C H  1983, RESULTING 
I N  ESTIMATED TRAVEL FOR THE MONTH AT 137985 MI~/LION V E H I C L E  M I L E S .  
T H I S  TOTAL INCLUDES 60039 M I L L I O N  V E H I C L E  M I Y E S  ON RURAL ROADS AND 

77946 M I L L I O N  V E H I C L E  M I L E S  ON URBAN ROADS AND STREETS. 

TRAVEL FOR THE CURRENT MONTH AS WELL AS THE CUMULATIVE YEARLY TOTAL 
ON A t L  ROADS AND STREETS I S  SHOWN BELOW. S I M I L A R  TOTALS FOR EACH YEAR 
S I N C E  1 9 7 0  ARE ALSO INCLUDED.  

TRAVEL I N  M I L L I O N S  
A L L  ROADS AND STREETS 

YEAR MARCH YEAR TO DATE 

T R A F F I C  VOLUME TRENDS I S  A MONTHLY REPORT PREPARED BY THE PLANNING 
SERVICES BRANCH, HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  D I V I S I O N ,  BASED ON HOURLY T R A F F I C  
COUNT D A T A .  THESE DATA, COLLECTED AT APPROXIMATELY 4 0 0 0  CONTINUOUS 
T R A F F I C  COUNTING LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE,  ARE USED TO DETERMINE THE PERCENT 
CHANGE I N  T R A F F I C  FOR THE CURRENT MONTH COMPARGD TO THE SAME MONTH I N  THE 
PREVIOUS YEAR. T H I S  PERCENT CHANGE I S  A P P L I E D  TO THE TRAVEL FOR THE 
SAME P E R I O D  I N  THE PREVIOUS YEAR TO O B T A I N  TRAVEL FOR THE CURRENT P E R I O D .  

FOR EXTRA COPIES,  OR TO B E  PUT ON THE MONTHLY M A I L I N G  L I S T .  CONTACT: 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  HIGHWAY STATISTI'CS D I V I S I O N ,  ROOM 330Q 
400 7 T H  STREETS SW. WASHINGTON, D . C .  2 0 5 9 0 .  P ~ O M E  2 0 2  426-0560. 

NOTE:  B E G I N N I N G  W I T H  1980 DATA,  THE RURAL HIGHWAY CATEGORIES HAVE BEEN 
CHANGED FROM M A I N  RURAL ROADS AND LOCAL RURAL ROADS TO RURAL AR- 
T E R I A L  ROAOS AND OTHER RURAL ROADS. ALTHOUGH THE RURAL COMPONENTS 
OF THE R E V I S E D  DATA S E R I E S  B E G I N N I N G  I N  1 ' 9 8 0  ARE NOT D I R E C T L Y  COM- 
PARABLE W I T H  THE S E R I E S  PRIOR TO 1980. THE TOTAL RURAL ,TOTAL URBAN 
AND A L L  SYSTEM CATEGORIES ARE CONSISTENT. l  

I 

THE CHANGE HAS BEEN MADE TO PROVIDE CONSI~STENCY WITH OTHER FHWA 
DATA S E R I E S  AND TO ALLOW A MORE REPRESENTATIVE I N D I C A T O R  OF I N T E R -  
C I T Y  TRAVEL PATTERNS. 
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TABLE 1 -SUMMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

CLASS OF ROAD, A L L  STATES:  
RURAL A R T E R I A L  ROADS . . . . . . . . . . .  
OTHER RURAL ROADS . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
A L L  RURAL ROADS . . . . . . . . . .  
C I T Y  STREETS . . . . . .  . . .  
A L L  ROADS AND S T R E E T S )  . . 

I 

6 4 8  STATES (RURAL A R T E R I A L  ) :  
EASTERN REGION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 CENTRAL REGION 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  WESTERN REGION 

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 

I V E H I C L E - M I L E S  
( M I L L I O N S )  PERCENTAGE 

V E H I G L E - M I L E S  
( M I L L I O N S )  PERCENTAGE 

CHANGE 
1 9 8 4  I 1 9 8 3  

PRELIMINARY DATA FOR MARCH 

TABLE 2.-CHANGES ON RURAL ARTERIAL ROADS BY STATES 

R E V I S E D  DATA FOR FEBRUARY 

I 2-WHEPE THE NUMBER OF S T A T I O N S  I S  SHOWN AS A DASH AND A VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE I S  I N D I C A T E D ,  THE LATTER VALUE I S  

lp BASED ON A STATEWIDE E S T I M A T E  PROVIDE0 BY THE HIGHWAY AGENCY AS DETERMINED FROM EXTENSIVE T R A F F I C  SAMPLING SURVEYS 

I 

I), 
3-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE SHOWN AS DASHES. I N S U F F I C I E N T  INFORMATION WAS A V A I L A B L E  

TO DETERMINE AN E S T I M A T E .  



FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  D I V I S I O N  
400 - 7 T H  STREET, S.W. 
WASHINGTON, D .C .  20590 TABLE 3. 

ESTIMATED I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY MOTOR VEHICLE TRAVEL I N  THE U N I T E D  STATES * * *  

I I MONTH r 

I 1983 I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S *  I 

SYSTEM I JAN / F EB MAR APR MAY 

PERCENT CHANGE I N  I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY TRAVEL 1984 VS. 1983 I 

JUNE JULY 

* THESE ARE PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES WHICH W I L L  BE REVISED TO AGREE W I T H  F I N A L  ESTIMATES OF I983 ANNUAL 
TRAVEL PROVIDED BY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS. 

* *  TO BE REVISED BASED O N  1983 F I N A L  TRAVEL ESTIMATES.  
***  SYSTEM ENTRIES MAY NOT ADD TO TOTAL " A L L  SYSTEMS" DUE TO ROUNDING. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT KENNETH WELTY, HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  D I V I S I O N ,  FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION.  202-426-0160. 

AUG SEPT OCT NDV DEC 
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F E D E R A L  HIGHWAY A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  D I V I S I O N  
4 0 0  - 7 T H  STREET.  S.W. 
WASHINGTON. D . C .  2 0 5 9 0  

E S T I M A T E D  

T A B L E  4 .  

C U M U L A T I V E  MONTHLY MOTOR V E H I C L E  T R A V E L  I N  THE U N I T E D  S T A T E S  * * *  

MONTH 

SYSTEM JAN I F E B  I MAR 1 APR 1 MAY I JUNE I J U L Y  I AUG 1 S E P T  I OCT I NOV 1 DEC 

1 9 8 3  C U M U L A T I V E  MONTHLY V E H I C L E - M I L E S  OF T R A V E L  I N  B I L L I O N S *  

RURAL A R T E R I A L  2 9 . 2  5 6 . 3  9 0 . 3  1 2 4 . 7  1 6 1 . 7  2 0 1 . 2  2 4 4 . 6  2 8 7 . 6  3 2 4 . 5  3 6 1 . 7  3 9 6 . 2  4 2 8 . 9  

OTHER RURAL 2 2 . 4  4 2 . 9  6 6 . 7  90.0 1 1 4 . 6  1 3 9 . 5  1 6 4 . 4  1 8 9 . 5  2 1 3 . 2  2 3 8 . 0  2 6 1 . 1  2 8 4 . 0  

URBAN 6 7 . 1  1 3 0 . 3  2 0 5 . 5  2 8 1 . 4  3 6 3 . 9  4 4 7 . 4  5 3 6 . 4  6 2 6 . 4  7 0 6 . 7  7 8 9 . 7  8 6 4 . 0  9 3 7 . 2  

A L L  SYSTEMS 1 1 1 8 . 7  1 2 2 9 . 5  1 3 6 2 . 6  1 4 9 6 . 1  1 6 4 0 . 1  1 7 8 8 . 0  1 9 4 5 . 4  1 1 1 0 3 . 5  1 1 2 4 4 . 4  1 1 3 8 9 . 4  1 1 5 2 1 . 3  1 1 6 5 0 . 1  

1 9 8 4  C U M U L A T I V E  MONTHLY V E H I C L E - M I L E S  OF T R A V E L  I N  B I L L I O N S * *  

RURAL A R T E R I A L  3 0 . 7  5 9 . 7  9 5 . 3  

OTHER RURAL 2 2 . 9  4 4 . 3  6 8 . 7  

URBAN 6 9 . 4  1 3 6 . 1  2 1 4 . 5  

A L L  SYSTEMS / 1 2 3 O 1 2 4 0 1 / 3 7 R I I  I I 1 1 I 1 I 1 
PERCENT CHANGE I N  C U M U L A T I V E  MONTHLY T R A V E L  1 9 8 4  V S .  1 9 8 3  

RURAL A R T E R I A L  5 .1  6 .0  5 . 5  

OTHER RURAL 2 . 3  3 . 3  3 . 1  

URBAN 3 . 4  4 . 4  4 . 1  

A L L S Y S T i M S 1 3 . 6 1 4 . 6 / 4 . 3 l  1 I 1 1 I I I 1 
* THESE ARE P R E L I M I N A R Y  E S T I M A T E S  W H I C H  W I L L  BE R E V I S E D  T O  AGREE W I T H  F I N A L  E S T I M A T E S  OF 1 9 8 3  ANNUAL 

T R A V E L  P R O V I D E D  B Y  S T A T E  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS.  
* *  TO BE R E V I S E D  B A S E D  O N  1 9 8 3  F I N A L  T R A V E L  E S T I M A T E S .  
***  SYSTEM E N T R I E S  MAY NOT ADD TO T O T A L  " A L L  SYSTEMS" OUE TO ROUNDING.  

FOR FURTHER I N F O R M A T I O N  CONTACT K E N N E T H  WELTY.  HIGHWAY S T A T I S T I C S  D I V I S I O N .  F E D E R A L  HIGHWAY A D M I N I S T R A T I O N .  2 0 2 - 4 2 6 - 0 1 6 0 .  
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