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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - MARCH 1978 

Based on p re l im ina ry  r e p o r t s  from t h e  s t a t e  ay agenc i e s ,  t r a v e l  
dur ing  March 1978 on a l l  roads  and s t r e e t s  n a t i o n  i nc r ea sed  by 
3.9 percen t  a s  compared t o  March i n  e s t ima ted  t r a v e l  for 
t h e  month a t  124,681 m i l l i o n  v e h i c l e  t o t a l  i n c l u d e s  
44,095 m i l l i o n  v e h i c l e  m i l e s  on main 11,343 m i l l i o n  v e h i c l e  
m i l e s  on o t h e r  r u r a l  roads ,  and m i l e s  on c i t y  
s t r e e t s .  

Trave l  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  month a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  cumulat ive y e a r l y  t o t a l  on 
main r u r a l  roads  and f o r  a l l  roads  and s t r e e t s  i s  shown below. S i m i l a r  
t o t a l s  f o r  each y e a r  s i n c e  1970 a r e  a l s o  included.  

TRAVEL I N  MILLIONS , 

1 

Main Rural  Roads A l l  Roads dnd S t r e e t s  
March Year t o  Date March Ydar t o  Date 

I 

T r a f f i c  Volume Trends i s  a  monthly r e p o r t  prepared by t h e  P lanning  Se rv i ce s  
Branch, Highway S t a t i s t i c s  D iv i s ion ,  based on hou r ly  t r a f f i c  count  d a t a .  
These d a t a ,  c o l l e c t e d  a t  approximately 4,000 cont inuous t r a f f i c  count ing  
l o c a t i o n s  na t ionwide ,  a r e  used t o  determine t h e  plercent change i n  t r a f f i c  
f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  month compared t o  t h e  same month i n  t h e  prev ious  yea r .  
This  pe r cen t  change i s  app l i ed  t o  t h e  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  same pe r iod  i n  t h e  
prev ious  yea r  t o  o b t a i n  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  per iod .  

For e x t r a  c o p i e s ,  o r  t o  be  pu t  on t h e  monthly maiiling l i s t ,  c o n t a c t :  

Fede ra l  Highway Adminis t ra t ion  
Of f i ce  of Pub l i c  A f f a i r s ,  Room 4208 
400 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  SW. I 

Washington, D. C .  20590 I 

Phone (202) 426-0677. 



FIGURE 1 - TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS, BY MONTHS 
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FIGURE 2 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS FOR 
12 MONTH PERIOD ENDING IN MONTH SHOWN 
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TABLE 1.-SUPCARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
I PRELIMIhPRY CPTA FOR MbRCfi 1 REVISED DATA FOR FEBRUARY 
l-----------------------------------------------l----------------------------------------------- 

I VEHTCLE-PILES I I VEHICLE-HI1.E S t 

t (MI tLTOhS)  PERCENT4GE * 
I--------------------------------l 

( M I L L  IONS) 1 PERCENTAGE 
CHANGE 1 ---- - ---- ----------------------l CHANGE 

I 1578 I 2977 1 I 1978 1 1 9 7 7  1 

--------------------------------_--------^-----------------------------------------------------------------&---------------------- 

CLASS OF ROPD, ALL STATES: I 1 I Y I I 

MAIN RURhL RCADS*...**m.*.*.... ' 4 4 ~ C 9 5  I 4 1 ~ 3 0 0  a 6.8 l 341955 34,591 ' 1.1 
LCCAL RURFL POACS.............. ' 11,343 * 11,083 I Z t 3  l 91387 99470 l -0.9 
A L L R U 9 A L R 0 A Q S . . . . . o . . . . . . ~ ~ w 1  551439 ' 52,384 I 5.8 44,342 l 44.062 0.  6 
CTTY STREETS*.............***** I 69,242 ' 679576 a 2.5 ' 57,923 * 5 8 r 3 5 4  1 -0.7 
ALL ROADS ANC STREElS.*,.rr.... ' 124,681 119,960 . 3.9 l 1C21266 102,416 -8.1 

I I I 1 1 8 

4 8  STATES [MAIN RURAL CNLY 1: 1 I 1 1 I a 
EASTERN REGION...-........*-.., ' l b y l l 2  I 15,211 @ 5.9 12.935 a 1 2 8 5 1 1  I 3.4 
CENTRAL REGIGN....r*~.m.-....,m * 21,146 19,925 * 6.1 161424 ' 16.632 ' -1.3 
WESTERN REGICNo.......r......*. I 6,578 l 51922 l 11.1 ' 5.390 ' 5,240 ' 2.9 

I 1 1 1 1 1 

TOTAL.w....e...rn.~.~..rn a 4 3 , 8 2 6  ' 411158 a 6.8 * 34.744 l 3 4 ~ 3 8 3  1.1 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TABLE 2.-CPbhGES Ch MAIN RURAL ROADS BY STATES 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
1 PARCF: 1 FEBRUPRY I I 1 MARCH s FEBRUARY 
* (PRELIYIAAQY) 1 (REVISEC) 1 1  * i P R E L I H I M R Y l  

D I V I S I C N  AND STATE I------------------------------------------ 

(REVISED) 
i i n I V I s I o N  STATE i------------------------------------------ 

' NUCBES ' PER- ' hUCBER ' PER- ' *  l NUMBER ' PER- ' NUMEER PER- 
* OF CENTAGF ' DF ' CFhTAGE * l * OF CENTAGE * OF ' CENTAGE 
* STATICNS * CHANGE l STATIChS ' CHANGE " STATIONS * CHANGE ' STATIONS CHANGE 

- , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ - _ - _ - - - - - l l - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

NEW ENGLINC: t 1 I I *'EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: ' a t 1 . .  . . .  CCMNECTICUT...*.~o' * I  I -  I ALPBAMA.....*.....' - ' 5 1  l 5.4  . MAINE...r.........l 2 1  I 7.3 I 21 I 9.1 " KEnSTUCKY..........' 37  4 . 7 '  42 - 4 . 5  
I ' ' MASSACHUSETTS..... ' . I  - I  8 a -  2.5 l. MISSTSSIPPI.......' 4 1  8.2 40 4.6 . .  ' " . .  NFW H4MPSkIRE.,...' - *  54  4.7 TENNESSEE.........' - I - * l  

22 ; 1.2 
RHROEISLANO......' - . . - . - .  t 1 I 

VERMONT,...,......* 42  1 7.1 I 35 I 4.7 l lHESTNDRTHCENTRAL:l  I 1 1 
I I 1 I q .  IOWA.....*........' 33 5 . 0 '  3 3  * - 4 . 3  

MInDLEATL4YTIC:  ' 1 1 I 1. KAWSA5......*..r..' 62  I 3.8 a 5 7  . -11.5 
a . 1 -  1 1 -  NFW JFRSEY.......-' 15  4.8 2 0  3.4 " MIbIYSSOTA........m1 3 7  1l.D 3 8  5.4 . .  * ' 1 - I. NEW YORK.........,' 3.7 24 1.0 MISSCURI*.........' 68  0.7 6 8  4.0 . PWNSYLVANTA ......I 2; - 4 . 3  1 4 5  1 - 1 . 3  1 .  YEBQASK4..........' 16 * 5 . 7 '  1 9  -9.3 . .  . . I 1 1. NORTH QhKOTA......' 37 3.5 3 7  7.4  

SOUTH ATLaNTIC I I I I I. SOUTH OAKOTA.....*' e l  - I 
I 1 1 I 1 I 

2 9  l - 9 . 2  
I N C R T H  I : I 1 I I 

DELAWAqE..o.......' 1 4  1 4.9 ' 9 1 -  3.4 "WEST SOUTH CENTRAL: ' I a t 

M4RYLANCs...,.*~o.' 30 I 5.C ' 35 I - 0 . 2  l. AQK4NSAS.,........' - I  - I 24 - 6 . 8  . .  VIRGINIA.........*' - * .  4.7 l . '  3 ~ 1 1 ' L O I J I S I A h l A . . . . . . . . . '  - 4 5  a 5.2 
WEST VISGINT4....r1 - '  - I 29 ' -  2.9 .I OKLAHOMA..........' - l  - 1 1 5  ' -15.3 

1 I 1 1 " TEXAS..*.....*..*.' 1 1 7  I 10.6 a 1 1 6  - 2 . 2  
SCUTH ATLANTIC I I I a 1 1  1 I I I 

I SOOTH I : I I I 1 'HCUNTAIN: I I I I 

FLOQTr4*.,*.......' - I  I - I - 8 1  4RIZCNA.......*...* 26 * 11.3 ' 27 I 6.2 . GEORGIA...........' 2 5  1 1 3 . 5 '  2 4  I 1 0 . 3 "  COLORADO..........' 33  . 1 4 . 7 '  4 0  3.9 
NGSTH CbROLINAo...' 4 7  1 4.7 * 4 5  * 1.6 l. IObHC*.r.*...*.*..* 57 . 9.3 ' 6 1  . 2.8 ' I SOUTHCAROLINA*...' 8 . ? 8 * 4  1 11 * 9.8 l. MONTANA........-..' 25 a 10.1 23 -4.5 

f 
I I 1 1 l. NEVAOA............' 2 4  I 16.8 l 1 4  . 4.4 

EAST NORTH CFNTRAL: 1 I t l. NEWMEXICD.r......' 29 * 11.5 I 29 ' 4.2 
ILLINOIS.*.......*' - I  - 1  2 5  1 - 1 . 3  I. UTAH..............' 4 1  * 1 1 1 2  * 4 5  I 3.8 

I . IK7TANA.......r...' 24  * - 0 . 0  I 24  ' - 2 . 6  l ' W Y U M I N G ~ . ~ - ~ ~ ~ . . ~ . l  34  ' 11.1 3 5  - 2 . 5  
MICVIE4N*.....*..e1 t O  I 7.1 * 01 * 5.7 I. I t I t 

O f l  23 1.1 1 6  * 2.4 l l a ~ ~ ~ k ~ ~ :  I I 1 I . I ' UISCCN5IN~**......' 2 4  I 1 2 . 0 '  4 4  5.8 "CALIFORNIA........' 1 3  1 0 . 6 '  2 4  2.6 
,-,--------------------------------------------------------------ll CREGON............' - *  I - . .  

ALASKA............' - I  - 1 8 -10.Q I. WASHINGTON..r.....' - I  - ' 3 * 2.7 
HAWAIT..****.....o1 3 I 7 . C '  3 I 5 . 3 "  I I I I --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NOTE: 1-RUQAL MILEAGE OF EACH VAJCR TOLL RCUTE I S  CChSICERED dS ONE OR MORE STATIONS. OEPENnING ON STATES* METHOD OF REPCRTING. 

2-UHERf THE NUMBER OF STATIONS I S  DASH AND THE PERCFNTAGE CHANGE I S  SHOWNt THE STATES PREPARED TRAFFIC ESTIMATES* GENERALLY 
BASED ON EXSTENSIVE TRAFFIC SAMPLING SUDVEYS. 

3-WHFRE THE NUMRFR OF STATICUS AN!? THE PERCENTACE CHANGE FOR A STbTF ARE DASHES* TkE STATE REPORT HAD NOT BEEN RECEIVED 
AT TIME OF PFINTINGI OR YO COMPARARLE OATA WERE AVPILAELE* 
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