
.. I. l 4 

OPENING STA TEMENT OF TH~ HONORABJ,.E. EqZABETH HANFORD DOLE, 

SECRETARY OF TRANSPOR TATIQN, ON FY 1984 B1.,J[)CET BE.FORE. THe SEN/\TE APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMITTl!f ON TRANSPORT·~TION, fEBR,UARY 17, 1,s3 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subc;ommllte~1 I am pleased to have the opportunity 

to appear before this committee for the flrtt thne as Secre\a.ry of Transportation. 

Our Department's b1.19get tor fiscal 198, refle<:lts significant progress towards may of 
,, 

the goals established by the Administration two years ago. That ls a tribute, in my 

vlew, to the exceptional legislative partne{ship that has existe4 bet...,een the 

Department, the members of this Committee &Qd the Congress. The landmark aviation, 

highway, transit and relat~d tax legislation enacted by the 97th Congress reduced 

Federal subsidies and gene~@ted a momentum fqr transportation progress that l wHJ 

seek to the bes~ of my abiU1y t9 maintain. 
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In that regard, I look forward to every poqibl~ opportunity to consult with members of 
I 

the Congress on transportation programs and matters of transportation policy. No issue 

is more rel~vant tQ either of th.ose areas than our Department's annual budget. 
I 

The Usc;a.l 184 budg~t mov~s us further towards several objectives that are v ry 

important to the goa,J we a,11 seek: economic recovery for our Nation and r ductions in 

the Federal budget deficit. 

Tl"le budge~ we are prop<)si,ig calls for increased spen~ing for our highwa ys1 our airways 

• 
and for greater transportati9n safety, It will enable us to rnove ahead more 

aggressively on the long overdue job of restoring our country's roads nd bridgt!s. ll will 
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permit a signifi~ant inve,tment in ttle modernization of our ir traffic control and air 
l 

navigation systems. lt will allow uJ to provide greater capital assist · nc for public 

transit, and to build on the progress that has been made in reducing fatalities on our 

highways. 

Yet while we are requesting an increase in budget author ity, from last years's 25.9 

billion to $27 billion for fiscal 1984, we are asking for less fro m the Tre sury1s general 

funds account. As a result of the policy now well established, that those who benefit 

from government-supplied services should pay a fair sh~re of the costs, fully 69 percent 

of the Department's rt:quested budget authority for 1984 will b~ financed by user fees. 

The budget we are propo:»ing will also provide tor continuing effo rts already underway 

to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the Coast Guard. It will maint in 

Amtr k at its present system and operatioo.u lev~ls, and it wHI support turther work on 

the Northeast Corridor lmprovern~nt Program. 

Let me turn now to a discu~ipn of the lndivldual programs. 
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