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Pedestrian Fatalities among Veterans in North Carolina 
Collaborative Sciences Center for Road Safety 

In the United States (US), thousands of pedestrians are killed each year.  Out of the 50 US states and the 
District of Columbia, North Carolina has the 13th highest pedestrian fatality rate at 2.2 deaths per 100,000 
person-years [1]. In NC, veterans are overrepresented among pedestrian fatali�es.  The figures below 
display informa�on comparing veteran pedestrian fatali�es to non-veteran pedestrian fatalites.* This 
analysis u�lized NC death cer�ficate data, which contains veteran status and educa�onal a�ainment, unique 
in North Carolina among transporta�on data sources. The data displayed in this document were provided by 
the NC State Center for Health Sta�s�cs (h�ps://schs.dph.ncdhhs.gov/). 

Pedestrian Fatalities by Year 
Veterans made up 

Veterans Non-veterans 10.6% of all NC pedes-
250 228 trian fatalities but only 

8.6% of NC’s population 
are veterans [2]. 
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For the NC veteran 
population, 28.8% have 
some disability; in the 
general NC population, 
only 16.5% of people 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 have a disability [3]. 
Year 

Age Distribution of Pedestrian Fatalities 
Among pedestrian fatalities 
18 years of age and older, 40% 
the median age of veteran 35% 
fatalities was 60, while the 

30% 

18-34 35-54 55-64 65-74 75+ 

median age among 
non-veterans was 44 years 
of age. 
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Veterans 55-64 years of 10% 
age represent 19% of the 5% 
veteran population in NC, 

0% but 28% of veteran 
pedestrian fatalities were Age Range in this age group. 

Veteran fatalities Non-veteran fatalities NC veteran population 

Gender Distribution 

Among veteran pedestrian fatalities, 93% were men and 7% were women.** In contrast, among 
non-veteran pedestrian fatalities, 71% were men and 29% were women. In regard to age 
among veteran pedestrian fatalities, men had a higher median age. The median age of veterans 
who were men was 61 while the median age for women veterans was 39. 

*Observation counts: 114 veteran pedestrian fatalities and 853 non-veteran (greater than 18 years old) pedestrian fatalities. 
The non-veteran population data excludes 20 individuals whose veteran status was listed as unknown. 
**The observation count for men was 106, and for women it was 8. 

https://h�ps://schs.dph.ncdhhs.gov


 

 

 

    
  

  
  

  
  

 

  

ROAD TYPE

9%

Race/Ethnicity of Pedestrian Fatalities Veterans 
Hispanic/Latino 

Veterans Non-Veterans 

Non-Veterans 

Race Percentage 
White 60.5% 
Black 34.2% 
American Indian 1.8% 
Other 3.5% 

5% 

95% 

Yes No 

8% 

92% 

Yes No 

Race Percentage 
White 56.3% 
Black 33.3% 
American Indian 2.1% 
Other 8.3% 

Education Level of Pedestrian Fatalities 
Veteran fatalities Non-veteran fatalities NC adult population 
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40% 
40% 36% 

33% 
29% 28% 30% 

20% 

10% 
10% 

0% 
Less than high High school graduate Some college credit Completed a 4-year 

school or GED completed or associate's degree degree or higher 
Education Level 

11% 
17% 

7% 

13% 

26% 
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Veteran Pedestrian Fatalities 
North Carolina Counties 

2014-2018 

This fact sheet was prepared by Florence Dwyer (PIs: Laura Sandt & Ka�e Harmon) & was funded by CSCRS as part of R22: Using 
integrated data to examine characteris�cs related to pedestrian and bicyclist injuries. 
[1] National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. (n.d.). 2018 Ranking of STATE Pedestrian Fatality Rates. Retrieved April 13, 2020, from https://www-fars.nhtsa.dot.gov/States/StatesPedestrians.aspx 
[2] United States Census Bureau. (n.d.). [TableID: DP02] [Table]. Retrieved from https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&g=0400000US37&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP02&hidePreview=true&t=Veterans 
[3] United States Census Bureau. (n.d.). [TableID: S2101] [Table]. Retrieved from https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=north%20carolina%20veteran&g=0400000US37&tid=ACSST5Y2018.S2101&vintage=2018 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=north%20carolina%20veteran&g=0400000US37&tid=ACSST5Y2018.S2101&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&g=0400000US37&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP02&hidePreview=true&t=Veterans
https://www-fars.nhtsa.dot.gov/States/StatesPedestrians.aspx
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