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. THAN~ YOU, STUART (HOUSTON, PRES I DENT) FOR THOSE KI ND WORDS OF 

. INTRODUCTION, 

MAY WE BOW HEADS TOGETHER FOR A MOMENT OF PRAYER: 

THANK YOU, FATHER FOR THE PRIVILEGE OF WORSHIPPING 

TOGETHER THIS MORNING AND FOR THE OPPORTUNITY WHICH I HAVE 

TO SHARE A LITTLE OF MY SPIRITUAL JOURNEY WITH FELLOW 

TRAVELERS. I THANK YOU FOR THIS CONGREGATION, ITS 

MINISTER AND THE STAFF OF THIS CHURCH AND THE PROFOUND 

IMPACT THEY HAVE ON OUR LIVES AND ON THIS COMMUNITY, 

BLESS OUR TI ME TOGETHER TH IS MORN I NG, DEAR LORD, FOR WE 

ASf.. IT IN CHRIST'S NAME AND FOR HIS SAKE, AMEN, 

WHAT A JOY AND HONOR TO BE HERE THIS MORNING IN THE "NATIONAL 

METHOD I ST CHURCH," STAND I NG HERE IN ALL I TS SPLENDOR AS A GRAND 

. TRIBUTE TO THE "LOVING GOD AND LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR" THAT EMANATE 

• 

2 

FROM METHOD I ST CHURCHES THROUGHOUT TH IS LAND AND INDEED THE WORLD, 

THE MEN OF THIS CONGREGATION -- IN SPONSORING THIS BREAKFAST, IN 

FUNDRAISING FOR A BUS, IN WORKING WITH BOY SCOUTS, IN ALL THE GOOD . 
WORK YOU DO -- CAPTURE THE TRUE SPIRIT OF METHOD I SM EXPRESSED BY 

JOHN WESLEY WHO SAID: 

DO ALL THE GOOD YOU CAN, 

BY ALL THE MEANS YOU CAN, 

IN ALL THE WAYS YOU CAN, 

IN ALL THE PLACES YOU CAN, 

AT ALL THE TIMES YOU CAN, 
TO ALL THE PEOPLE YOU CAN, 

AS LONG AS EVER YOU CAN, 
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WHILE VISITING MY NEPHEW, AT GORDON-CONWELL SEMINARY SOME TIME 

AGO, I WAS PRIVILEGED TO HEAR A SERMON BY REVEREND GORDON MCDONALD 

OF GRACE CHAPEL, LEX I NG TON, MASSACHUSETTS AND I WANT TO SHARE SOME 

OF HIS MESSAGE FROM THE BOOK OF ESTHER WITH YOU, 

I'M REMINDED OF AN QLI2 STORY ABOUT THE CH I CK EN AND THE PIG, 

THEY WERE ENJOYING A MARVELOUS PARADE I I I BANNERS, FLAGS, MARCHING 

BANDS, WHEN THE CHICKEN TURNS TO THE PIG AND SAYS, "LET'S DO 

SOMETHING SPECIAL TO SHOW OUR THANKS ," 

"LIKE WHAT?", THE PIG ASKED, 

"HOW ABOUT A NICE BREA,FAST OF HAM AND EGGS?", THE CHICKEN 

SAID, 

THE PIG ANSWERED, "FOR YOU, THAT ONLY INVOLVES AN OFFERING, 

. FOR ME IT MEANS TOTAL COMMITMENT," 
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ESTHER IS A SMALL, OBSCURE BOOK THAT TELLS ONE STORY ABOUT A 

PLANNED ATTACK ON THE JEWS, THE PEOPLE OF GOD, 

~ WOMAN HAD TO MAKE A DECISION REGARD I NG TOTAL COMM I TM ENT OF 

HER LIFE, 

NOW, THERE WAS A CERTAIN JEW NAMED MORDECAI WHO APPEARS TO HAVE 

BEEN A CIVIL SERVANT IN THE COURT OF A PERSIAN KING, ACTUALLY, 

MORDECAI WAS A LOBBYIST, THIS MAN HAD A BEAUTIFUL, ACCOMPLISHED 

YOUNG COUSIN NAMED ESTHER, WHOSE FATHER AND MOTHER WERE DEAD, AND 

•

WHOM MORDECAI H·AD ADOPTED INTO HIS FAMILY AND RAISED ·AS HIS OWN 

DAUGHTER I • 

THROUGH AN UNUSUAL CONTEST, WHEREBY MANY YOUNG WOMEN WENT 

BEFORE THE KI NG, ESTHER WAS SELECTED AS THE NEW QUEEN AND INDEED, 

SHE WAS KNOWN FOR THE FINEST QUALITIES OF WOMANHOOD. 
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• SHE BECAME SOMEWHAT ISOLATED IN HER MAG NI FICENT APARTMENT, 
SURRO UNDED BY SERVANTS -- UNLIKE MORDECAI. WHO WAS OUT AM I DST THE 
PEOPLE , PICK ING UP PIECES OF INFORMATION FROM MANY SOURCES, 

MORDECAI LEARNED THAT ONE OF THE TOP MEN IN GOVERNMENT HAD 
ELABORATE PLANS TO PUT TO DEATH AS MANY OF MORDECAI'S OWN PEOPLE, 
THE JEWS , AS HE COULD FI ND , IT WAS A CAREFUL PLAN: LETTERS, 
MESSAGES WOULD BE SENT OUT TO EACH PROVINCE IN I TS OWN LANGUAGE OR 
DIALECT --ENORMOUS SYSTEM -- HIGHLY ORGAN I ZED EFFORT -- THAT ON A 
GIVEN DAY, TENS OF THOUSANDS WOULD BE SLAUGHTERED -- YOUNG AND OLD , 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN . 

MORDECAI IMMEDIATELY SENT A MESSAGE TO ESTHER WHICH SAID -- YOU 
MAY BE THE ONLY PERSON WHO CAN REVERSE THE DECISION OF THE KING AND 

. OF HIS OFFICIALS, TO BRING OUR PEOPLE OUT OF THIS SITUATION AND GIVE 
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THEM SALVATION . 
WHAT IS THERE ABOUT MORDECAI THAT MAKES HIM DESPERATELY 

CONCERNED FOR HIS PEOPLE? IS HE JUST WORR IED ABOUT HIS OWN NECK? 
OF COtlRSE NOT . HE MAY BE CONCERNED ABOUT THAT , BUT HE'S CONCERNED 
ABOUT PEOPLE BEING KILLED AND PLUNDERED . 

wHY SO CONCERNED? YOU AND I HAVE THE SAME KIND OF INFORMATION 
TODAY -- WE DON'T SEEM TO REALLY SHARE THE CONCERNS OF A MORDECAI . 
EVERY DAY WE READ IN THE PAPER OF REVOLUTIONS AND BOAT PEOPLE AND 
STARVATION . WE HAVE MORE INFORMATION THAN MORDECAI WOULD EVER HAVE 

• -- YET THIS MA_N. IS WRAPPED UP IN CONCERN FOR HIS WORLD. WHAT MPJ<ES 
MORDECAI THE KIND OF MAN THAT HE WAS? FOR ONE THING, THIS WAS NOT 
THE FIRST TIME MORDECAI WAS ACQUAINTED WI TH SUFFERING . WE LEARN IN 
CHAPTERS 1 AND 2 THAT MORDECAI HAD BEEN IN THE JERUSALEM DISPERSAL. 
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• HE HAD SEEN FI RST HAND, WITH HIS EYES, WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A FORE IGN 

ARMY ENTERS A CITY -- PLUNDERS -- T~ES ITS PEOPLE -- KILLING, 

STEALING -- PLOWING A MAJOR CITY UNDER. 

MORDECAI HAD BEEN VICTIM I ZED BY ALL THAT, YOU CAN ALMOST HEAR 

HIS WORDS LEAP I NG FROM THE Bl BLE -- NEVER AGAIN! THAT'S WHAT 

SENSITIZES -- WHEN YOU SEE HOW PEOPLE ARE BEING TREATED; WHEN YOU 

COME FIRSTHAND IN CONTACT WITH POVERTY, OPPRESSION AND INJUSTICE, 

AND THE LOSTNESS OF PEOPLE SPIRITUALLY, YOU CAN NEVER SLEEP THE SAME 

AGAIN, HOW DO WE DEVELOP THE SENSITIVITY TODAY THAT LEADS US TO 

TOTAL COMMITMENT? IF WE REMAIN ANESTHETIZED, IT MAY BE THAT THE 

GREATEST JUDGMENT OF ALL WILL REST ON US, 

SO MORDECAI HAD A COMMITMENT, EVEN AT HIS OWN RI Si<, TO STOP 

• THIS , 
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HIS MESSAGE GOES OUT TO ESTHER TO TRY TO PERSUADE THE KI NG TO 

CALL OFF THESE TERRIBLE DEEDS, 

HER RESPONSE: "ALL THE KI NG' S OFFICIALS AND THE PEOPLE OF THE 

ROYAL· PROVINCES KNOW THAT FOR ANY MAN OR WOMAN WHO APPROACHES THE 

KING IN THE INNER COURT WITHOUT BEING SUMMONED, THE KING HAS SET BUT 

ONE LAW: THAT HE BE PUT TO DEATH, THE ONLY EXCEPTION TO THIS IS 

FOR THE KING TO EXTEND THE GOLDEN SCEPTER TO HIM AND SPARE HIS LIFE. 

BUT THIRTY DAYS HAVE PASSED SINCE I WAS CALLED TO GO TO THE KING," 

IN OTHER WORDS, ESTHER WAS TELL I NG MORDECAI THAT SHE COULON ' T 

DO WHAT HE ASKED, CHANCES ARE THAT IF SHE WENT TO THE KI NG, SHE 

MIGHT LOSE HER HEAD! MORDECAI DOESN'T UNDERSTAND THAT -- HE HAS 
ALREADY SEEN PEOPLE LOSE THEIR HEADS, IT CONFOUNDS HIM . 

HE HAS NO SYMPATHY FOR ESTHER'S REFUSAL TO USE HER INFLUENCE 
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. AND CONNECTIONS , 

I'M SOMEWHAT SYMPATHETIC -- HER RESISTANCE IS UNDERSTANDABLE 

SINCE SHE HADN'T SEEN THE SUFFER I NG, • SHE HAD A LOT OF TH I NGS GO I NG 

FOR HER. SHE HAD A BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT, SERVANTS, A COMFORTABLE 

LIFE -- AND WHEN YOU GET ALL OF THOSE THINGS AROUND YOU, IT BU ILDS A 

RESISTANCE TO ANYTHING WHICH MIGHT THREATEN THAT COMFORT AND 

SECURITY AND SAFETY. 

I KNOW HOW SHE FELT -- AND PERHAPS YOU DO , TOO, I'M CONCERNED 

ABOUT MY HEALTH AND SECURITY AND LIKE A COMFORTABLE HOME -- A CAR TO 

GO TO MY OFFICE AND TO PLACES OF PLEASURE. I LIKE THE COMFORTABLE 

LIFE. 

KING, 

• 
IT'S A VERY DISTURBING THING TO THINK OF GOING BEFORE THE 

THERE ARE THREE PARTS TO MORDECAI'S ANSWER TO ESTHER . 
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FIRST: ESTHER, TH INK NOT THAT YOU' LL ESCAPE TH IS PREDICAMENT 

ANY MORE THAN OTHER JEWS - - EVERYTHING YOU HAVE CAN BE WIPED OUT IF 

TH IS COMES TO PASS -·- ALL THE COMFORTS AND THE' PLEASURES, MORDECAI 

IS SAYING SIMPLY: IF THE THING THAT STOPS YOU FROM BEING A SERVANT 

TO THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE IS YOUR COMFORT AND YOUR SECURITY, FORGET IT 

LADY -- FOR YOU' RE NO MORE SECURE IN THERE THAN WE ARE OUT HERE, 

ESTHER SHARES THE PREDICAMENT. 

FOR US, I THINK THIS SAYS: ALL THE THINGS WE TREASURE AND HOLD 

ON TO, INSTEAD OF GENEROUSLY SHARING WITH THOSE WHO NEED THEM MORE, 

. AN BE LOST AT A MOMENT'S NOTICE IF WE ARE NOT HANDLING THEM 

RESPONSIBLY, WE ARE CUSTODIANS OF GOD'S GIFTS, 
THE SECOND THEME IS PRIVILEGE: IF YOU KEEP SILENT ESTHER, AT A 

TIME LIKE THIS, DELIVERANCE AND RELIEF WILL ARISE FROM SOME OTHER 
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QUARTER , BUT YOU AND YOUR FATHER 'S HOUSE WILL PERISH . 

GOD HAS GIVEN YOU, ESTHER, THE PRIVILEGE TO PERFORM. IT IS A 
PRIVILEGE TO SERVE HIM; GOD DOES NOT NEED OUR HELP, HE'S NOT 

• 

DEPENDENT ON US, 
WE SEEM TO TH IN~: POOR GOD -- LET'S GET OUT AND HELP HIM A 

LITTLE BEFORE TH IS WORLD CRUMBLES AROUND HIM, AT THE END OF MY 
LIFE, I DON'T WANT TO LOOK BACK AND REALIZE THAT GOD GAVE MY ROLE 
AND MY OPPORTUNITY TO ANOTHER, BECAUSE I DIDN 'T PERFORM. THAT'S ONE 
THING THAT DRIVES ME TO KEEP TRYING, 

AND THE THIRD THEME IS PROVIDENCE, MORDECAI SAYS: ESTHER, WHO 
KNOWS -- YOU MAY HAVE BEEN PLACED WHERE YOU ARE FOR SUCH A TIME AS 
THIS, GOD CALLS ON PEOPLE, AND PLACES THEM IN A CERTAIN MATRIX OF 
CIRCUMSTANCES AND SAYS -- HERE'S THE MOMENT, NOW DO YOUR THING! 
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PROVIDENCE, WHAT RESPONSIBILITY DOES THIS ENGENDER FROM ME? 
CHRISTIAN FRIENDS -- WHAT RESPONSIBILITY IS EXPECTED FROM YOU 

AND ME BECAUSE GOD CAME TO US IN JESUS CHRIST AND ENABLED US TO HEAR 
THE GOSPEL? WHAT RESPONSIBILITIES DO WE HAVE WHEN WE LIVE IN A 
COUNTRY LIKE THE U.S.A., WHERE WE CAN WORSHIP FREELY AND, AS A 
COUNTRY, ENJOY VERY LARGE PORTIONS OF THE WORLD'S RESOURCES IN 
CONTRAST TO THOSE WHO ARE INTELLECTUALLY AND SPIRITUALLY DEAD IN 
MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD? MORDECAI'S MESSAGE TO ESTHER IS A MESSAGE 
TO A CONGREGATION LIKE DUR'S TODAY, DON'T YOU REALIZE THAT GOD MAY 

•
HAVE BROUGHT YOU TO A TIME LIKE THIS, TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
SALVATION OF MANY, . 

MORDECAI GOT THROUGH TO ESTHER -- HER RESPONSE: "GO, GATHER 

TOGETHER ALL THE JEWS WHO ARE IN SUSA, AND FAST FOR ME, DO NOT EAT 
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•
OR ORIN~ FOR THREE DAYS, NIGHT OR DAY, I AND MY MAIDS WILL FAST AS 
YOU DO, WHEN THIS IS DONE, I WILL GO TO THE KING, EVEN THOUGH IT IS 
AGAINST THE LAW. AND IF I PERISH, I PERISH,u 

• 

THAT'S TOTAL COMMITMENT -- ALL THE WAY FROM BEING CONCERNED 
WI TH THE TH I NGS SHE HAD, TO THE PO I NT WHERE SHE WAS PREPARED TO 
FINALLY GIVE EVERYTHING -- EVEN HER LIFE, TO SERVE GOD. AS MANY OF 
YOU KNOW, THE KING HELD OUT THE GOLDEN SCEPTER AND GRANTED ESTHER'S 
REQUEST TO SAVE HER PEOPLE. 

NO MATTER HOW OLD I AM, NO MATTER HOW POOR OR HOW INARTICULATE , 
WHAT DOES GOD WANT FROM ME? 

GOD WANTS TOTAL COMMITMENT -- IF HE CAN'T USE ME, HE'LL USE 
SOMEONE ELSE --INDEED, THE STORY OF ESTHER IS A VERY HUMBLING ONE, 

I OFTEN WONDER: AM I USING THIS PERIOD OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO 

14 
ENSURE IN EVERY WAY I CAN, A BETTER LIFE FOR ALL AMERICANS THROUGH 
THE POLICIES AND PROGRAMS I DEAL WITH EACH DAY? AM I FULLY 
RESPONDING TO OPPORTUNITIES TO STAND UP FOR THE LORD, TO WITNESS? 

~y WITNESS CONTAINS NO ROAD TO DAMASCUS EXPERIENCE. 
MY SPIRITUAL JOURNEY BEGAN MANY YEARS AGO IN A CAROLINA HOME 

WHERE SUNDAY WAS THE LORD'S DAY, RESERVED FOR ACTS OF MERCY AND 
NECESSITY, AND THE GOSPEL WAS AS MUCH A PART OF OUR LIVES AS FRIED 
CHICKEN AND AZALEAS IN THE SPRING. 

MY GRANDMOTHER, WHO LIVED WITHIN TWb WEEKS OF HER 100TH 
. BIRTHDAY, WAS MY· ROLE MODEL. 

* REMEMBER .MANY SUNDAY AFTERNOONS WI TH OTHER NEIGHBORHOOD 
CHILDREN OVER LEMONADE AND COOKIES --READING THE BIBLE, 
PLAYING BIBLE GAMES, PRAYING TOGETHER. 
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SHE PRACTICED WHAT SHE PREACHED, AND LIVED HER LIFE FOR 

OTHERS. IN A TRAGIC ACCIDENT, MOM CATHEY LOST A SON AT 

THE HANDS OF A DRUNK DRIVER. THE INSURANCE POLICY ON HIS 

LIFE BUILT A HOSPITAL WING IN A FAR-OFF MISSION IN 

PAKISTAN. ALTHOUGH MOM WAS NOT AT ALL A WEALTHY WOMAN, 

ALMOST ANYTHING SHE COULD SPARE WENT TO Ml NI STERS AT HOME 

AND MISSIONS ABROAD . WHEN IT BECAME NECESSARY, IN HER 

90'S, TO GO INTO A NURSING HOME, SHE WELCOMED THE 

OPPORTUNITY . THERE MIGHT BE SOME PEOPLE THERE WHO DI ON' T 

KNOW THE LORD, AND SHE COULD READ THE BIBLE TO THEM . 

I NEVER HEARD AN UNKIND WORD ESCAPE HER LI PS IN ALL THE 

YEARS I KNEW HER; I NEVER SAW AN UNGRACIOUS DEED MAR HER 

PATH. MY GRANDMOTHER WAS A PERFECT ROLE MODEL, 

• 
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AND BECAUSE MY GRANDMOTHER SEEMED PERFECT, IT WAS ONLY NATURAL 

THAT I WANTED TO FOLLOW IN HER FOOTSTEPS , I REMEMBER PLAY I NG THE 

PIANO FOR THE MEN'S BIBLE CLASS, SERVING AS PRESIDENT OF MYF . I WAS 

A REGVLAR AT SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CHURCH, I LOVED THE SUMMERS AT L~E 

TUNALUSKA. BUT AS WE MOVE ALONG, HOW OFTEN IN OUR BUSY LIVES 

SOMETHING BECOMES A BARRIER TO TOTAL COMMITMENT OF ONE'S LIFE TO THE 

LORD! IN SOME CASES IT MAY BE MONEY, POWER, PRESTIGE ,, , 

IN MY CASE, MY CAREER BECAME OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE . I WORKED 

VERY HARD, TO GI VE MY BEST EFFORT, TO EXCEL, TO ACHIEVE , I BECAME A 

. "NEED ACHIEVER". AND A PERFECTIONIST TO BOOT! IT WASN'T THAT I HAD 

TO REACH A PARTICULAR GOAL, IT WAS JUST THAT EVERYTHING HAD TO BE 

DONE TO MY STANDARDS OF PERFECT I ON. I TH INK WE SHOULD STRIVE TO DO 

OUR BEST AT WHATEVER WE UNDERTAKE . BUT A PERFECTIONIST MAY TAKE IT 
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. TO EXTREMES, FAIL TO SEE THE POINT Of= DIMINISHING RETURNS, WORRY 

. ABOUT THE PAST AND ANT IC I PATE THE FUTURE WI TH ANXIETY -- THAT I 

MIGHT DO LESS THAN MY BEST, 

I TRIED TO CONTROL EVERYTHING IN MY LIFE, SURMOUNT EVERY 

DIFFICULTY, FORESEE EVERY PROBLEM, REALIZE EVERY OPPORTUNITY, 

THAT'S PRETTY TOUGH ON YOUR FAMILY, YOUR FRIENDS, YOUR FELLOW 

WORKERS AND ON YOURSELF, MY PERFECT I ON I SM BEGAN CROWD I NG OUT WHAT 

MOM CATHEY HAD TAUGHT ME WERE LIFE'S MOST IMPORTANT PRIORITIES. 

I WAS BLESSED WITH A BEAUTIFUL MARRIAGE, A CHALLENGING CAREER 

,,, AND YET ,,, ONLY GRADUALLY, OVER MANY YEARS, DID I REALIZE WHAT 

WAS MISSING FROM MY LIFE -- THAT THIS EGO-CENTERED LIFE WAS NOT A 

SOURCE OF GENUINE SATISFACTION, THAT MY LIFE WAS THREATENED WITH 

SPIRITUAL STARVATION, SERVING GOD, AFTER ALL, REQUIRES SELF-

• 
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ABANDONMENT, AND SELF-ABANDONMENT DOESN'T COME NATURALLY TO "NEED 

ACHIEVERS" AND PERFECTIONISTS, 

I READ OF DAVID. HOW CLOSE HE WAS TO GOD, HOW GOD PROTECTED 

HIM AS HE WENT OUT TO MEET THE GIANT GOLIATH, HOW GOD GUIDED HIM . . 
THEN DAVID GOT BUSY. HE WAS ABLE TO LOOK AFTER HIMSELF. HE FELT NO 

NEED FOR GOD, AND THAT'S WHEN HIS TROUBLES BEGAN. 

WELL, I GOT DOWN ON MY KNEES AND PRAYED -- LORD, I DON'T 

UNDERSTAND -- I JUST KNOW I CAN'T HANDLE THIS ALONE, SLOWLY GOD LED 

ME, NO FASTER THAN I WAS READY, TO PEOPLE AND CIRCUMSTANCES, WHICH 

COULD HELP ME I • 

• ED BAUMAN, PASTOR OF FOUNDRY METHOD I ST CHURCH AND HIS 

CONGREGATION HELPED ME TO SEE WHAT JOY THERE IS WHEN GOD IS THE 
CENTER OF LIFE, AND ALL ELSE FLOWS FROM THAT CENTER. A SPIRITUAL 



19 

GROWTH GROUP, SUGGESTED BY ED, GAVE ME RENEWED STRENGTH AS I MET 

• EACH MONDAY NIGHT WITH CHRISTIANS WHO SHARED MY NEED TO STRETCH AND 

GROW SPIRITUALLY, AND I WAS STRENGTHENED THROUGH Bl BLE STUDY WI TH 

OTHER SENATE WIVES, 

• 

I KNOW I'M MOVING NOW IN MY SPIRITUAL JOURNEY -- BUT I'M A LONG 

WAY FROM WHERE I WANT TO BE. AS CHARLES WESLEY WROTE "YET WHEN THE 

WORK IS DONE, THE WORK IS BUT BEGUN." 

AN ART I CLE IN THE NEW YORK TI MES AT THE TI ME I ACCEPTED MY 

CURRENT POSITION IN THE CABINET REPORTED THAT I DEBATED SEVERAL DAYS 

WHETHER TO TA~E THE JOB, I DID Ill BUT NOT FOR THE REASONS GIVEN IN 

THE ARTICLE, IT WAS A GREAT SOURCE OF JOY TO ME THAT I WAS LED TO 

SEEK, WITH SEVERAL CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, GOD'S WILL FOR MY LIFE. I 

COULD NOT IMAGINE UNDERTAKING SUCH A TASK IF IT WERE NOT WITHIN HIS 
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PLAN FOR MY LIFE -- FOR I KNEW IT WOULD REQUIRE STRENGTH, WISDOM AND 

COURAGE BEYOND MY OWN, TOGETHER WE PRAYED, READ SCRIPT URE, AND 

SOUGHT TO UNDERSTAND THE WI LL OF GOD THROUGH CHRIST I AN FELLOWSHIP, 

AN EX~ERIENCE WHICH WAS EXTREMELY HELPFUL AND REASSURING IN TAKING 

ON SOME VERY HEAVY CHALLENGES. 

WHEN THE PRESSURES MOUNT, I OFTEN TH INK OF SCOTLAND'S BELOVED 

OLYMPIC RUNNER, ERIC LIDDELL, PORTRAYED SO BEAUTIFULLY IN CHARIOTS 

OF FI RE I HE WAS ASK ED THE QUEST I ON, II so WHERE DOES THE POWER COME 

FROM TO FINISH THE RACE?" AND HE ANSWERED, "FROM WITHIN," FOR AS 

•

ISAIAH 40: 31 TELLS US, "THEY THAT WAIT UPON THE LORD SHALL RENEW 

THEIR STRENGTH·, TMEY SHALL MOUNT UP WITH WINGS AS EAGLES; THEY 

SHALL RUN, AND NOT BE WEARY; AND THEY SHALL WALK, AND NOT FAINT," 

I KEEP PROVERBS 3:5-6 ON MY DESK AND OFTEN, AS I WRESTLE WITH A 
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• TOUGH PROBLEM , , , "TRUST IN THE LORD WI TH ALL TH I NE HEART, AND LEAN 

NOT UNTO THINE OWN UNDERSTANDING, IN 8.lL THY WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE HIM, 
AND HE SHALL DIRECT THY WAYS," THAT'S ALL WE NEED, I CAN LET GO OF 
THAT PROBLEM AND LET GOD PROVIDE THE GUIDANCE. 

IN MATTHEW 5:48, GOD SAYS, "BE PERFECT AS I AM PERFECT; HOLY AS 
I AM HOLY." THAT'S A DIFFERENT KIND OF PERFECTIONISM ISN'T IT? 
WHERE DO WE GET THAT KIND OF PERFECTION? YOU KNOW, THE CHRISTIAN 
LIFE ISN'T DIFFICULT -- IT'S IMPOSSIBLE. CHRIST ALONE FULLY LIVED 
THE CHRISTIAN LlrE. AND HE'S WILLING TO LIVE AGAIN IN EACH OF US. 
WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT WHICH IS TRULY WORTHY OF OUR TOTAL 
COMMITMENT, 

WESLEY, AS YOU ALL KNOW, TALK ED A GREAT DEAL ABOUT CHRIST I AN 
. PERFECTION AND HE DEFINED IT AS A PERFECTION OF LO VE , "TH I S I S THE 
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SUM OF CHRISTIAN PERFECTION," HE SAID, "LOVING GOD AND LOVING OUR 
NEIGHBOR -- THESE CONTAIN THE WHOLE OF CHRISTIAN PERFECTION," 

YOU KNOW, MANY TODAY ARE SEARCHING FOR THEIR IDENTITY. WE TRY 
SO HARD TO PLEASE, TO CONFORM TO WHAT OTHERS WANT US TO BE -- THAT 
I'M AFRAID WE OFTEN DON'T KNOW OURSELVES; THE BEAUTIFUL PERSON THAT 
GOD CREATED US TO BE. WE NEED TO FIND OUR IDENTITY IN OUR VALUES; 
WE HAVE A SPIRITUAL WORTH. WE ARE THE CHILDREN OF A LIVING GOD WHO 
CALLS US BY NAME, WHO LOVES US MORE THAN WE CAN IMAGINE, AND WHO 
CREATED US FOR A PURPOSE. THAT IS WHO YOU ARE. THAT'S WHO I AM. 

• THIS IS A TIME OF GREAT CHALLENGES IN OUR WORLD -- MANY 
DIFFICULT PROBLEMS · CONFRONT US. BUT THERE APPEARS TO BE A 
RENAi SSANCE TAK I NG PLACE IN TH IS COUNTRY -- A RETURN TO RELIGION. 

YOUR INFLUENCE COULD MEAN THE DIFFERENCE IN MANY LI YES -- AND EACH 



• OF US HAS A Cl RCLE OF l Ni' L UENCE ,
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DON' T YOUR REALI ZE THAT GOD MAY 

HAVE BROUGHT YOU TO A TIME LIKE THIS, TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
SAL VAT I ON OF MANY. THE WORLD IS RI PE AND READY FOR MEN AND WOMEN 
WHO RECOGNIZE THAT THEY ARE NOT IMMUNE FROM PREDICAMENTS OF THE DAY, 
MEN AND WOMEN WHO AKE WILLING TO ACCEPT THE PRIVILEGE OF SERVING AND 
WHO ARE READY TO SEE THAT THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD MAY HAVE BROUGHT 
THEM TO SUCH A TIME AS THIS. 

• 

AND, HAVING MADE THE COMMITMENT WE CAN ALL REJOICE IN THE FINAL 
WORDS UTTERED BY WESLEY BEFORE HIS DEATH, WORDS FROM THE ISAAC WATTS 
HYMN: "THE BEST OF ALL IS, GOD IS WITH US." 

# # # # 
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