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REMARKS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY BY 

SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION ELIZABETH HANFORD DOLE 
TO THE JOINT ARMED FORCES OFFICERS' WIVES' LUNCHEON 

WASHINGTON, D,C, 
MARCH 27, 1985 

• 1 ~~~~~ 
THANK YOU MRS. (B ~._.....-,,...a-r--'t++-4-1---f.~+ntftM---fl,Hfflrtttffl"tttfflH-- FOR THAT 

• 

VERY WARM WELCOME. WHAT A JOY IT IS TO BE HERE TODAY, TO EXPERIENCE 
THE FULL PAGEANTRY OF THE U.S. COAST GUARD BAND AND THE HONOR GUARD. 
I THA~ YOU FOR EXTENDING TO ME YOUR GRACIOUS INVITATION TO JOIN YOU 
AT THIS ANNUAL EVENT AND TO MEET YOU, THE WIVES OF OUR DISTINGUISHED 
OFFICERS OF THE ARMED SERVICES. I SALUTE , YOU FOR YOUR SPIRIT AND

YOUR .'\BILITY TO MASTER WIIAT IS TIIE STILL TIIE TOUGHEST JOB IM TME 
M.U.ITARY, WHETHER II BE THE ARMY, NAVY, AIR FORCE, MARINES OR COASf 

GUARD. 

I'D LIKE TO SAY A SPECIAL HELLO TO RANDY GRACEY, WIFE OF 
ADMIRAL JIM GRACEY, c~ MHE u. s. coAsT GUARD. OVER THE 
PAST TWO YEARS, I'VE COMe TO ADMIR~~ TOPNOTCH PROFESSIONALISM OF 
THE COAST GUARD. THE COAST GUARD TAKES JUSTIFIABLE PRIDE IN BEING 
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OUR COUNTRY'S OLDEST CONT I NUOUS SEAGO I NG FORCE, DAT I NG BACK TO THE 
,----

VERY EARLY DAYS OF OUR NATION, ITS REPUTATION FOR LIFESAVING IS 

• WELL KNOWN THROUGHOUT AMERICA, SINCE BECOMING SECRETARY OF 

TRANSPORTATION, I HAVE COME TO RESPECT THE COMMITMENT TO SERVICE 

FELT BY THE COAST GUARD -- Ill IT~¥ HIT~61~ ITS-
L-_ _J~~~:!£:tff'ltt-1'ffljo THE SPIRIT THAT MOTIVATES RO+Hr I TPJ<E~ 

• 

IN TELLING AUDIENCES THAT l:'M THE FIRST WOMAN TO HEAD A BRANCH OF 

THE U.S. ARMED FORCES. AS TIMES GOES BY, I DISCOVER MORE AND MORE 1 

JUST WHAT A GREAT HONOR THAT IS. 

YOU HAVE EXTENDED MORE THAN A PERSONAL HONOR IN INVITING ME 

THIS AFTERNOON. YOU HAVE AFFORDED ME A MUCH WELCOMED OPPORTUNITY TO 

ECHO PRES I DENT REAGAN'S OWN ADM I RAT I ON FOR ALL THAT YOU HAVE DONE 

AND ARE DOING AS PARTNERS OF THOSE IN UNIFORM SERVING OUR COUNTRY • 
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I ADMIRE TREMENDOUSLY THE MANY DAILY ROLES YOU FILL, YOU ARE 

HOMEMPKERS AND HOSTESSES: AT TIMES OUT OF NECESSITY SERVING AS BOTH 

MOTHER AND FATHER TO YOUR CHILDREN; AND WHEN ON FOREIGN ASSIGNMENTS, 

---~AMBASSADORS OF THE UNITED STATES. AND INCREASINGLY, YOU WORK AS 

CAREER WOMEN IN YOUR OWN RIGHT, SOME OFFICERS' WIVES ARE, IN FACT, 

OFFICERS THEMSELVES. THE AIR FORCE WIVES RECENTLY CHANGED THEIR 

ORGANIZATION'S BYLAWS TO ALLOW MEMBERSHIP TO A uSPOUSE" OF AN 

OFFICER. SO FAR, THEY DO NOT HAVE ANY MALE_-~~~2 ~"-' 
CHANGE BEFORE TOO LONG. MY HUSBAND, BOB, 1~4~ OF THE CABINET J 

• • • 
WIVES' LUNCHEON GROUP, HE TELLS ME IT TAKES A L 111 LE GETT I NG USED 

TO, BUT HE'S LEARNING TO CALL IT THE SPOUSES' LUNCHEON, 

THE FACT THAT MANY IN YOUR MEMBERSHIP WORK OUTSIDE THE HOME 

• CLOSELY MIRRORS A DRAMATIC CHANGE IN OUR SOCIETY, THIS CHANGE IS 
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WHAT I LIKE TO CALL AMERICA'S "QUIET REVOLUTION," THE TIDAL WAVE OF 

QUALIFIED WOMEN WHO ARE ENTERING THE WORK FORCE IN RECORD NUMBERS, 

MORE THAN HALF OF ALL AMERICAN WOMEN NOW WORK, A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT 

FROM 20 YEARS AGO, TODAY, 66 PERCENT OF WOMEN WITH CHILDREN BETWEEN 

THE AGES OF 6 AND 17 WORK, THIS SIGNIFIES A TREND WITH ENORMOUS 

IMPLICATIONS FOR EVERY HOME IN AMERICA, 

THE 53 MILLION WORKING WOMEN ACROSS THIS COUNTRY EARN $500 

BILLION A YEAR AND TN<E HOME NEARLY ONE-THIRD OF THE NATION'S PAY. 

BUSINESSES OWNED BY WOMEN ARE .THE FASTEST GROWING SEGMENT OF THE 

SMALL BUSINESS COMMUNITY, GENERATING OVER $40 BILLION IN RECEIPTS 

AND GROWING AT A RATE FIVE TIMES FASTER THAN THOSE OWNED BY MEN. 

THE NUMBER OF WOMEN RECEIVING MASTERS DEGREES IN BUSINESS 

ADMINISTRATION HAS SOARED BY 2400 PERCENT IN THE LAST DECADE ALONE . 

5 

IN MY OWN EXPERIENCE, I HAVE SEEN THE NUMBER OF WOMEN ENTERING 

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL INCREASE FROM 4 PERCENT WHEN I WAS THERE IN 1962, 

TO ALMOST 40 PERCENT TODAY. 

I RECALL WELL MY FIRST DAY AT HARVARD LAW SCHOOL, I WAS ONE OF 

ONLY 25 WOMEN IN A CLASS OF 550 STUDENTS. I 'LL NEVER FORGET BEING 

ACCOSTED BY A MALE CLASSMATE ON MY FIRST DAY AT HARVARD, WHO 

DEMANDED TO KNOW WHAT I WAS DOING THERE. "DON'T YOU REALIZE," HE 
SAID IN TONES OF MORAL OUTRAGE, "THAT THERE ARE MEN WHO'D GIVE THEIR 

RIGHT ARM FOR YOUR PLACE IN LAW SCHOOL? MEN WHO WOULD USE THEI R 

LEGAL EDUCATION?" OBVIOUSLY, THE INFERENCE WAS THAT I WAS TAKING 

THE PLACE OF A MAN, AND COME TO TH INK OF IT, SOME MAY HAVE FELT 

THAT WAY WHEN I BECAME THE FIRST WOMAN SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION . 
WHEN I ARRIVED AT THE DEPARTMENT, ONE OF THE FIRST QUESTIONS I 

I I I 
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ASK ED WAS: HOW MANY OF OUR EMPLOYEES ARE WOMEN? I WAS TOLD 19 

PERCENT. THEN I ASKED, WHAT WAS THE PERCENTAGE WHEN THE DEPARTMENT 

WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1967? THE ANSWER: 18.5 PERCEtIT. WHAT'S MORE, 

WOMEN IN UPPER GRADE POSITIONS MADE UP ONLY ONE PERCENT OF THE 

ENTIRE DEPARTMEtff'S WORK FORCE. IT DIDN'T TAKE LONG FOR US TO 

DESIGN A PROGRAM TO CHANGE ALL THAT. NOW WE ARE HELPING MORE WOMEN 

ENTER OUR WORK FORCE, AND WE 'RE PREPARING MORE WOMEN THAN EVER 
BEFORE TO ASSUME MANAGERIAL RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXPAND EXISTING 

SK ILLS. FOR EXAMPLE, WE ARE HELPING WOMEN EtITER THE AIR TRAFFIC 

COtiTROLLER FIELD -- A TRADITIONALLY MAL~~SSION -- AND TOJ:E 

ltiTO HIGHER PAY ING JOBS, __ 1~ ! ~ .C- I ·-~..__, r- ,LJJe,n ~ ¾ ~ 
WOMEN IN THE 1980s~E A DIVERSE ROUP WITH VARIED 

INTERESTS, SOME SEEK THEIR OWN CAREERS IN BUSINESS. SOME RUN FOR 
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POLITICAL OFFICE. OTHERS FOCUS ON THE HOME AND FAMILY. NO ROLE IS 

SUPERIOR TO ANOTHER. WHAT'S IMPORTANT IS THAT EVERY WOMAN HAS THE 

RIGHT AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO CHOOSE THE ROLE SHE WISHES, 

BUT THE MANY RESPONSIBILITIES WOMEN SHOULDER CAN, AT TIMES, GET 

OUT OF HAND, I THINK WRITER AND SOCIAL CRITIC MARYA MANNES 

DESCRIBED IT BEST WHEN SHE WROTE: uNOBODY OBJECTS TO A WOMAN BEING 

A GOOD WRITER OR SCULPTOR OR GENETICIST IF, AT THE SAME TIME, SHE 
MANAGES TO BE A GOOD WIFE, A GOOD MOTHER, GOOD-LOOKING, GOOD-

T EM~~!@~ . ~.ELL-DRESSED, WELL -GROOMED AND UNAGGRESSIVE," 

~HROUGHOUT OUR SOCIETY ARE GRAPPLING WITH TOUGH ISSUES AS 

THEY DO WHAT WAS ONCE CONSIDERED. MEN'S WORK.. FO~EXAMPLE, AT 
l~~s ~ _, .... ~~ TRANSPORTATION, IMM D ALING WITH QUESTIONS ~ACE-• ~ 

0 T H IGHTS OUR COMMERCIAL SPACE INDUSTRY CAN REACH. 



.(JJe_ ,R CONCERNED ~TH~ ISSUES AS MODERNIZING OUR AIRSPACE SYSTEM, 

REPAIRING OUR RMos AND BRIDGES AND INSURING THE SAFETY OF OUR 

• 

• 

CITIZENS AS T_HEY TRAVEL ~C.R~~~!~EjfT~N~~Lil rfi. 
IN AMERICA, HOWEVER~~D TOGETHER BY SHARq,, l0EA1-S, BY 

A LOVE OF HOME AND FAMILY, A COMMITMENT TO SERVIC~ABO~ALL '1...:{_~ 

LOVE OF LIBERTY I I AM REMINDED OF THE STORY OF TWO HEN WHO WERE-ieJ, 

EQUALLY COMMITTED TO THESE PRINCIPLES. AS THE STORY GOES, ADMIRAL 

NIMITZ AND GENERAL MACARTHUR WERE FISHING TOGETHER ONE DAY OFF THE 

COAST OF THE PHILIPPINES DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR. A SUDDEN 

SQUALL CAPSIZED THEIR BOAT AND SENT BOTH MEN INTO THE WATER. WHEN 
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THEY FINALLY MANAGED TO CLIMB BACK IN, THE ADMIRAL TURNED TO THE 

GENERAL AND SAID, *NOW, MAC, I HOPE YOU WON'T MENTION THIS TO A 

SOUL. 1 'D BE DISGRACED IF THE MEN OF THE NAVY EVER FOUND OUT I 

CAN 'T SW I M . " 

AND TO THIS THE GENERAL REPLIED, "DON'T WORRY, ADMIRAL. YOUR 

SECRET IS SAFE. BESIDES, I'D HATE TO HAVE MY MEN DISCOVER I CAN'T 

WALK ON WATER. u 

PRES I DENT REAGAN HAS OFTEN DISCUSSED HOW WE AS AMER I CANS CAN 

BEST PRESERVE AND PROMOTE THE DEMOCRATIC IDEALS WE HOLD DEAR, IN A 

DANGEROUS WORLD. WE CAN PROTECT THE VALUES WE CHERISH, HE HAS SAID, 

AND STRENGTHEN OUR SOCIETY BY MEETING THREE IMPORTANT CHALLENGES. 

WE MUST MAINTAIN STRENGTH IN OUR ECONOMY, IN OUR DEFENSE AND IN OUR 

MORAL FIBER. 
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THERE CAN BE FEW DOUBTERS IN THE STRENGTH OF THE AMERICAN 

ECONOMY TODAY, AN ECONOMY DESCRIBED BY THE PRESIDENT IN HIS STATE OF 

THE UNION ADDRESS AS ONE THAT HAS HAD THE STRONGEST SUSTAINED 

ECONOMIC GROWTH IN a YEARS, THE TESTAMENT TO THE STRENGTH OF OUR 

MORAL FIBER FILLS THIS ROOM TODAY, FOR SURELY WE SHARE THE BELIEF 

THAT THE .SOURCE OF OUR INNER STRENGTH LIES IN AMERICA'S FAMILIES 

WHICH HELP FORM OUR BELIEFS AND ENCOURAGE OUR ASPIRATIONS, 

OUR OTHER CHALLENGE IS TO MAINTAIN A STRONG DEFENSE, SINCE 

TAKING OFFICE, THE PRESIDENT HAS MADE SIGNIFICANT HEADWAY IN 

REBUILD I NG OUR DEFENSE AND MAK I NG AMER I CA MORE SECURE, AND THAT 

COMMITMENT, I ASSURE YOU, WILL CONTINUE, WE CANNOT IGNORE THE FACT 

THAT SK I MP I NG ON A DEFENSE REBUILD I NG PROGRAM COULD UNDERMINE NOT 

ONLY OUR OWN SECURITY , BUT THE SECURITY OF OUR CLOSEST FRIENDS . 
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THE COMMITMENT TO A STRONG DEFENSE IS ROOTED IN OUR COUNTRY'S 

ETHIC -- AND GOES AS FAR BACK AS THE DAYS OF COLON IAL AMERICA, 

DURI NG A DEBATE ON THE SUBJECT IN 1789, AT OUR CONSTITUTI ONAL 

CONVENT ION, ONE DELEGATE GOT TO HIS FEET AND MOVED THAT uTHE 

STANDI NG ARMY BE RESTRICTED TO 5,000 AT ANY ONE TI ME ," THIS 

PROMPTED GEORGE WASHINGTON, AS PRESIDING OFFICER, TO SUGGEST AN 

AMENDMENT OF HIS OWN - - TO PROVIDE THAT NO FOREI GN ENEMY SHALL 
I NVADE THE UNITED STATES WITH MORE THAN 3,000 TROOPS AT ANY TI ME , 

BECAUSE OF THE PRESIDENT ' S LEADERSHIP IN CHANGING OUR NAT IONAL 

ATTITUDES AB OUT THOSE WHO SERVE, RECOGN ITION OF MILITARY SERVICE FOR 

WHAT IT IS -- THE PROTECTI ON OF OUR FREEDOM -- AND APPRECI ATI ON FOR 
• THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO PERFORM THOSE JOB~ HAVE GROWN RAPIDLY , OUR 

ENL I STMENT AND REENL I STMENT RATES ARE SIGNIFI CANTLY I MPROVED. THE 
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IMPORTANCE OF THIS CANNOT BE EXAGGERATED. HISTORY HAS PROVED AGAIN 

AND AGAIN THAT THE TENACITY AND CHARACTER OF A NATION IS REFLECTED 

IN THOSE WHO WEAR ITS UNIFORM AND CARRY ITS ARMS, 

AS SERVICE WIVES, YOU EXPERIENCE DAILY OUR NATION'S COMMITMENT 

TO THE SAFEKEEPING OF OUR COUNTRY, AS SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION, 

SO DO I, TRANSPORTATION IS VITAL TO AMERICA'S SECURITY AND TO ITS 

DEFENSE IN A NATIONWIDE EMERGENCY. f'- STRATEGIC MOBILITY AND RAPID 

DEPLOYMENT OF FORCES ARE KEY POINTS IN OUR DEFENSE PHILOSOPHY, TO 

MAKE THEM WORK, TO SUSTAIN MILITARY OPERATIONS . OVERSEAS AND TO 

CONT I NUE TO BRING IN Vil AL MATERIALS, WE MUST BE ABLE TO MOVE 

EQUIPMENT, SUPPLIES AND PERSONNEL TO PORTS OF EMBARKATION BY AIR, 

RAIL AND HIGHWAY. THOSE PORTS AND THE WATERWAYS LEADING TO THEM 
, 

MUST BE KEPT SECURE SO THE SHIPS CAN BE DEPLOYED QUICKLY AND WITHOUT 
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INCIDENT, WHILE ALL THAT IS GOING O~OUR TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM MUST 

CONTINUE TO SERVE DOMESTIC NEEDS, BUf AT AN INCREASED PACE. I THI~ -- -
YOU CAN VISIIALIZE IN THAI SCENARIO IMPORTANT ROLES FOR ALL THE----.. 

ELEMENT S OF THE DEPARTMENT DE IRA~SPORTAT I ON-. THE MAR IT I ME 

ADMINISTRATION, THE FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION AND THE COAST 

GUARD HAVE OTHER SIGNIFICANT, THOUGH OFTEN UNHERALDED., NATIONAL 

EMERGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES AS WELL. 
WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, THE COAST GUARD HAS 

PROVED TO BE A GUARDIAN OF COMMERCE, PROTECTOR OF OUR LIVES AND A 

FRIEND TO ALL IN NEED ON OUR SEAS AND WATERWAYS, IT IS ALSO A PROUD 

MEMBER OF AMERICA'S DEFENSE TEAM. NO OTHER NATION HAS A MILITARY 

ORGANIZATION WITH SUCH CLEARLY DEFINED PEACETIME MISSIONS -- OR SO 

EXT ENS I VE A JUR I SD I CT I ON, I AM PROUD TO NOTE THE COAST GUARD HAS 
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OPERATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES IN EVERY STATE OF THE UNION, IN ALL 

TERRITORIES AND MANY FOREIGN COUNTRIES AS WELL, THE COAST GUARD 

PLAYS A LARGE PART IN THE RESPONSIBILITY THAT HAS MY HIGHEST 

PRIORITY -- TRANSPORT AT ION SAFETY -- THROUGH ITS EFFORTS IN 

ADMINISTER I NG AND ENFORCING RECREATIONAL BOAT I NG SAFETY NAT I ONW I DE 

j AND ENSURING THE SAFETY OF OUR PORTS, WATERWAYS AND COMMERCIAL 

i VESSELS. THE COAST GUARD'S SEARCH AND RESCUE EFFORTS ~ ~~us~~ 
I oF • uVEs J~E_Rv_ ~ YEAR AND THEIR v1G1LANcE PREVENTs ~ M1Lu0Nss~,.-o 

~PROPERTY L~N-OT THE LEAST OF OUR DEPARTMENT'S ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

IS ONE BELONGING so~ TO THE COAST GUARD -- AND THAT'S DRUG 

INTERDICTION~irsi- YEAR~THE COAST GUARD SEIZED 218 VESSELS, 
CONFISCATED TWO-AND-A- HALF MILLION POUNDS OF MARIJUANA AND THOUSANDS 

OF POUNDS OF OTHER DRUGS, PREVENTING MORE THAN $1,5 BILLION WORTH OF 

• 
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ILLEGAL DRUGS FROM ENTERING AMERICA'S CITIES. 

WHAT THE COAST GUARD DOES SO WELL IN TERMS OF SAFETY AT SEA AND 

ON OUR WATERS I AM ATTEMPT I NG TO DO ACROSS ALL MODES -- IN AVI AT I 0~ 

.AND ON RAILROADS, FOR EXAMPLE l\~Q IN EVERY ASPECT Or 

1-R!\NSPORT!\T I ON , PERHAPS OU~ GEST CHALLENGE IS ON OUR NAT I ON ' S 

HIGHWAYS, WHERE f~'EAff'22, GOO-AMERICANS DIE JN
2
1'ir')-~ATS' 

d? CARS AND ~ tm-s SERIOUSLY I NJURED. TH IS TRAGEDY IS 

AVOIDABLE, I ASK YOU TODAY TO JOIN US -- IF YOU HAVEN 'T ALREADY -

IN OUR CAMPAI GN TO CONVINCE MORE PEOPLE TO USE THEI R SAFETY BELTS. 

SAFETY BELTS DO SAVE PRECIOUS LI VES. 8 . ~ 
~ 

WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY THE SUCCESS OF A-. SIMILAR- CAMPAIGN TO 
PROMOTE CHILD SAFETY SEATS, JUST LAST MONTH WE REACHED OUR DESIRED 

GOAL , I AM PROUD TO SAY THAT ALL 50 STATES AND THE DI STRI CT OF 
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COLUMBIA HAVE ENACTED CHILD SAFETY SEAT LAWS, WE HAVE FOUND THAT 

CHILD SAFETY SEATS ARE ABOUT 60 PERCENT EFFECTIVE IN REDUCING DEATHS 

AND BETWEEN 80 TO 90 PERCENT EFFECTIVE IN REDUCING SERIOUS INJURIES, 

IJ IS GRAT IFYIN~ K:W_ ~ ~R YOUNGEST CIIILDRER llltt RIDE--
• PROTECTEB: . 

RECENTLY, MICHIGAN BECAME THE FIFTH STATE TO ENACT A SAFETY 

BELT USE LAW, JOINING NEW YORK, NEW JERSEY, ILLINOIS, AND MISSOURI 

IN PASSING THIS IMPORTANT LEGISLATION. NEW MEXICO HAS PASSED 

SIMILAR LEGISLATION AND THE BILL IS AWAITING SIGNATURE BY THE 

GOVERNOR. WITH ITS NEW LAW, NEW YORK HAS EXPERIENCED A DRAMATIC 

INCREASE IN SAFETY BELT USE --FROM 16 TO 70 PERCENT. DURING THE 

FIRST MONTH THE LAW WAS IN EFFECT, DEATHS DECLINED BY 38 PERCENT IN 

NEW YORK. THAT IS TRULY A GOAL WORTH WORKING TOWARD • 
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LAST MONTH, I MET WITH PRIME MINISTER MARGARET THATCHER DURING 

HER VISIT TO WASHINGTON, SHE TOLD ME THAT IN GREAT BRITIAN, SAFETY 

BELT USE INCREASED FROM 40 TO 90 PERCENT AND FATAL IT I ES DECLINED 25 

PERCENT AFlER PAS~E PF .A SAFETY, Bfkl LAW.~ J-1-nJ~ ~, iruluJ. -..t-
a.£ a..n ~MENT in1E~dbTHER~--ALWAYS BEEN A FORCE~ 

WHICH AMERICANS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO COUNT. tiPQ~L SERVICE WIVES ARE 

LIKE THE PIONEER WOMEN WHO USED TO ,PLANT FLOWER SEEDS ALONG TRAILS usr~- 'R--LL· n,-¼!tJ= 
,...u' 0~

1
IR JOURNEY WEST. THEY KNEW THEY WOUQJ NEVER SEE ?HE~ BLOOM, 

r-•~ ~ I WOULD M~Il BETT~. f pR ~THOSE WHO FOLLOWED, ~\_/ t(\ Q_;;-uJs.L ,. 

• 
}f\Uih ~ '\I j ,mQUENTLY lTHI~OOF {rWDMAN IN AMERICAN HISTOf{Y WHO~ 

I 

C~~-fffAlliE:tffif71~~fr-fltff-i1r~nttrlTORNER7JF7:r-7J:~Nr 

ROOM. Sil[ NEVER WORK ED IN AN OFFICE, NEVER RAISED A FAMILY, NEVER 
WON A HEADLINE. THE ONLY POWER SHE WIELDED LAY IN HER POETRY, BUT 
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HER ARTISTRY AND HER VISION HAVE INSPIRED MILLIONS. 

•wE DWELL IN POSSIBILITY,• EMILY DICKINSON WROTE NEARLY 150 
YEARS AGO, 

THIS GATHERING WAS BILLED AS A SALUTE TO THE AMERICAN WOMAN. 
AFTER MEETING WITH YOU, I KNOW IT'S REALLY A SALUTE BY WOMEN TO --
AMER I CA. AS LONG AS WE CAN COUNT ON THE PATRIOT I SM OF GROUPS SUCH 
AS YOURS, THEN OUR COUNTRY CAN DWELL SECURE IN THE HOUSE OF FREEDOM 
-- THE HOUSE OF OPPORTUNITY -- AND, YES -- THE HOUSE OF POSSIBILITY. 

AS A PUBLIC SERVANT, I APPLAUD YOU. AS A W9MAN, I ADMIRE YOU. 
AS A FELLOW AMERICAN, I THA~ YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART. 

Qyts:E;re:u . # # # # 

. I 
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