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• WHAT A B~ lT lS TO BE WlTH YOU THJ S ~iO· 1l G P .. 1D TO BE 

WELCOMC:D so WARt'1 Y BI DR, FALWELL, WHO j S BO H A FR El I) ),l~~R..~Lp t .· 

QUAIi TANCE. 1 HAD THE PLEASURE OF ~rET il 1G WlTH 11 :,·-=-t i ' ' . ~ 
l NG THE WEEK OF THE NAT l ONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST , Al 1D Hr G AC IO ~ 

c::::.l t-u:ct:t'tt: 

INVITED ME TO VISIT YOUR CAMPUS. 
THIS PLACE OF CHRISTIAN ""HIGHER . LEARNING 1S A FAR CRY FROM THE ' 

♦ · .---. --- - • 

RURAL CHURCH AND THE LITTLE COJ:!.tiTRY CH OLHOUSE OF YESTERYEAR, AND 
·-

YET THE VALUES THAT MADE THOSE~~ STITUTIONS A TREASURED PART 
s 

OF OUR . NATIONAL HERITAGE ·REMAIN EVER N~ AND FOREVER BRIGHT HERE I~.. 

T~IS COLLEGE AND THROUGH YO~ OUTREACH. ·tr/\~ 
1 _ AN ELECTI~N YEAR, WHEN IT IS PARTICULARLY FASHIO 1ABLE TOct­

TALK ABOUT "NEW 1DEAS, ' 1 1 PREFER •TO SHARE THE COMPA 1Y OF PEOPLE rSN 
UNITED IN PURSUIT o: TRADITIONAL VALUES. A1D LET US NEVER MISTAKE~ 

- . 'ho\~. 
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THE TWO, OR PRESUME ANY MIRACLE POWERS ON THE PART OF GOVERNMr T, 

I AM REMINDED OF A STORY ABOUT AN O D MOUt 1TAI NEER 11 MY HOM 

STATE O NO TH CARO I NP.. HE HAD. BEEN UP O THE MOUNT Al N SI DE 

VlSITII G HIS STJLL AD LOADED HlS CAR TRU K WlTH HIS PRODUCT . HE 

T~E~ BEGAN TO DR 1 V DOWN THE W1ND I NG MOUi TAI N ROAD TO THE VALLEY 

BELOW TO SELL lT, A SHERIFF COMING DOWN THE MOUNTAIN SIDE NOTICED 

THE OLD MOU TAINEER AND BECAME SUSPICIOUS SINCE THE CAR, WITH ITS 

HEAVY CARGO, WAS SINKING VERY LOW TO THE ROAD, THE SHERIFF MOTIONED 

HIM OVER TO THE SI DE OF THE ROAD, "WHAT HAVE YOU GOT IN THAT CAR 

TRUIK," HE ASKED THE OLD MOUNTAINEER. "IT'S NOTHING SHERIFF, IT'S 

0 Y BRAN H WATER ," "WELL, LET'S TAKE A LOOK," REPLIED THE SHERIFF . 
• MOU 1TAINEER OPENED TH TRUNK . THE SHERIFF NOT ONLY TOOK A LOOK , 

H TOOK ·A TASTE. "THIS ISN'T BRAt'CH WATER, H EXCLAIMED. "TH.en's 
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WHISKEY!" "PRA1SE THE LORD," SHOUTED THE MOUNTAINEER . "HE'S DOIE 

1 T AGA 1 N ! " 
FOR HALF A CENTURY IN AMERICA, GOVER MENT TRIED TO WORK ANOTHER 

l ND OF Ml RACLE -- SEEK 1N6 TO GENERATE '~EALTH OUT OF Nyw~G~ • 

ENDEAVORING TO 
~ • 

SATISFY EVERY 
'.".. - · 

HUMAN 
- - ... --• APPETITE, OVERCOME~IETY'S 

ILlS, AND BE ALL THINGS TO .ALL PEOPLE. 

IN THE PROCESS WE LOST SIGHT OF OUR BASIC PRINCIPLES. WE 

DULLED THE CUTT I NG EDGE OF FREE ENTERPR 1SE. WE TR IED TO PURSUADE 

OURSELVES THAT GOVERNMENT OWED US ALIVING, 

- . CAUGHT UP IN A CYNICAL SOCIETY, WE B GAN TO WONDER IF 

INDI_VIDUALS COUNTED ANY LONGER -- IF THERE WAS ~ LSHG:R ANY VIRTUE 

TO PUBLIC SERVICE, IN CARING FOR OTHERS OR CONCERN FOR COU TRY, IN 

THE MOST PAINFUL 1RONY OF ALL, A GOVER~ MENT THAT REGARDED 1TSELF AS 

THE SOCIAL CONSCIENCE OF OUR NATION HELPED CREATE THE "ME 

•GENERATION I II 

ALL OF THAT, THANKFULLY, HAS CHANGED, THE "ME G_NERAT ION" HAS 

AGAl N BECOME THE "WE GENERATION," AS AMER ICANS ACROSS THE COUNTRY 

REGAIN CON IDENCE IN THE SPIRIT OF PUBLIC SERVICE AND THE HELPING 

HAND OF FRIENDSHIP THAT BUILT OUR GREAT NATION IN THE FIRST PLACE . 

TH INK FOR A MOMENT ABOUT WHO WE ARE, AND WHERE WE CAME FROM. 

BEFORE THERE WAS AN AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, THERE WERE AMERICANS DRAWN 

TOGETHER IN VOLUNTARY ASSOCIATJONS, FROM OUR EARL1EST DAYS, WE HAVE 

BEEN PRONE TO ORGANIZE ·FOR THE BETTERM-NT OF THE COMMUN 1TY , PR 1OR 

TO INDEPENDENCE, THERE WERE SONS OF LIBERTY AND COMMITTEES OF 
. RRESPONDENCE TO RAISE THE FLAG OF AN WNATION. GOVERNMENT AROSE 

TO DEFEND OUR TERR 1TORY, PROMOTE OUR ENTER PR I SE, A D EMBODY THE 
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CHAR 1TABLE ATTITUDES OF THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES. 0 c.R TH: YEARS, THE 

VO UNTEER TRADIT101 1 CONT It UED : 0' WESTER PRAIRIES A 1 11 1 U A1 

UMS, AT CHURCH SUPPERS A1D COMMUNITY CHESTS. 

FOR MUCH OF OUR HISTORY, AMERI.CANS RELIED O THE VOLLJi lTARY 

EFFORTS OF BUSINESS, CHURCHES, FOUNDATIO!IS AND OTHER CIVIC 

.ORGAN.IZAT IONS TO PROV IDE JO~S, --iNCOHE, HEAL TH CARE, FOOD AND HOUSING 

TO THOSE MOST IN NEED. ~HEN DISASTER STRUCK, THE RED CROSS ARRIVED 
• BEFORE FEDERAL LOANS. FORTY SOME YEARS AGO, WHEN AMERICAN 

SER ICf°MEN LACKED RECREATIONAL FACILITIES, THE U,S.O, STEPPED IN TO 

FILL THE VOID. 

-~E DREW MUCM OF OUR STRENGTH AS A NATION FROM OUR MORAL- - . - ·~ 
COMMITMENT TO ONE ANOTHER. WHEN THE PROBLEMS GREW TOO LARGE FOR THE 

PR 1VATE SECTOR TO ADDRESS. GOVERNMENT I NEV I TABL Y SUCCEEDED TO THE 
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CHALLENGE, BUT GOVERNMcNT, 1 T HAS BEEN CONCLUSIVELY DEMONSTRATED, 

CANNOT BY lTSELF PROV IDE THE FULL RANGE OF SOC I AL SERVICES TD ALL 

WHO ARE IN NEED, EQUALLY IMPORTANT, GOVERNMENT CAN RARELY SUMMON- - - . • 

THE EITHUSIASM OR THE IMAGINATION THAT AROUSED PRIVATE CITIZENS CAN 

BRING TO BEAR ON A STUBBORN PROBLEM. IN OTHER WORDS, PUBLIC 

INTENTIONS CAN RARELY EQUAL PRIVATE SOLUTIONS. 

WHEN WE TH INK ABOUT IT, THE DOMINANCE OF GOVERNMENT IN OUR 

LIVES AROSE IN RELATIVELY RECENT TIMES. HISTORICALLY, WE AMERICANS 

HAVE NEVER NEEDED GOVERNMENT TO INST I LL IN US COMPASS IO FOR OUR 

'EI GHBORS, IN NO OTHER LAND DOES PH I LANTHROPY REST ON AS BROAD A 

BASE AS HERE, WHERE A FRENCH~1AI , ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE, FOUND IT 
LOURlSHING A HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS AGO. WH1LE VlSITING THE 

SHORES ·OF OUR 1 FANT REPUBLJC _IN 1826, THE GREAT FRENCH PHILOSOPHER 
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D 1 SCERNED SOMETHING U l DUEL Y AMER 1CAN. ." 1 F l -,ERE ASKED .. ,TO WHAT 

THE PROSPER 1TY AIID GROW 1NG STRENGTH OF THAT PEOPLE OUGHT ~1A l I 'LY TO 

BE A1TR I BUTED," HE WROTE, II I SHOULD REPLY: TO THE SUPER IOR I TY OF ITS 

WOMEN I AND 7i-HE \/Olut~TARY ASSOC I AT I ON -- THAT UN I QUE AMER I CANI I 

INST ITUT ION WJiEREBY PEOPLE _ASSOC I ATE TO STRENGTHEN THEIR CAUSE AS 

WE[L AS THEIR VOICE.u 

IN TRUTH, WE ARE STILL WHAT WE WERE THEN -- A PHILANTHROPIC 

FAMILY: ONE MILLION VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS ROLLING UP THEIR SLEEVES 
-

INSTEAD OF TWIDDLING THEIR THUMBS; MILLIONS OF INDIVIDUALS WHO GAVE 
• I 

BILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN CHARITABLE DONATIONS LAST YEAR ALONE; 
THOUSANDS OF CORPORATIONS AND FOUNDATIONS, WHO CH l PPED IN BI LL IONS 

MORE ON TOP OF THAT AMOUNT. AND IN AME~ l CA, GENEROSITY IS NOT 

v: ASURED BY ECONOMIC ATTAINMENTS: HALF OF ALL THE GI V l NG IN TH IS 

-= 8 
COUNTRY COM_S FROM FAMILIES WITH ANNUAL INCOMES OF LESS THAN 

~20,000. 

Di Or THE PR I ME OBJECT 1VE$ 0~ TH IS ADM 1NI ST RAT I ON 1 S TD PUT 

MORE DOLLARS IN THE HANDS OF SUCH GENEROUS CIT I ZENS. WE DO NOT 

INTEND TO REPLACE GOVERNMENT'S SDCJAl CONSCIENCE. WE WILL NOT 

RETREAT FROM- SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY,, WE ARE, HOWEVER, COMMITTED TO - · 
REDISCOVERING A NATIONAL SENSE OF COMMUNITY, TO TAPPING THE ROOTS OF 

PRIVATE GIVING AND SCALING THE HEIGHTS OF PRIVATE INGENUITY. THE 

PRESIDENT EARLY IN HIS ADMINlSTRATION ANNOUNCED HIS OWN COMMITMENT 

TO A PROGRAM OF PRIVATE SECTOR lNITIATIVES -- A PARTNERSHIP WITH 

FREE ENTERPRlSE TO FIND ALTERNATIVE WAYS OF HELPING THOSE 1N GENUlNE 

NEED, NOT IN LlEU OF FEDERAL EFFORTS, BUT I~ ADDJTJON TO THEM. THE 
FIRST ORDER OF BUSI NESS WAS TO RESTORE OUR ECONOMY TO GOOD HEAL TH, 
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THAT IS RAPIDLY BE 11 G ACCOMPL l SHED, APD FAR FASTER THA ~ EVE!' THE 

MOST DPT 1MI ST l C BEL 1EVED POSSIBLE, NOW ~JE CA AGAl N GE!'~RATE THE 

LIONS OF I ND IV IDUAL Ml RACLES THAT HAPPEN WHEN M N A D WOMEI ARE 

GIVEN THE CHANCE TO CHART THEIR OWN LIVES, HARNESS THEIR OWN 
AMBITIONS, CREATE THEIR OWN _ FUTURES AND TRENGTHEN THEIR OWN 
FAM lLI ES I ~ ~~ ~ So . .~.....,' -

TODAY WE ARE WITNESSING ALL ACR SS AMER! A~EtDOUS'¼,---:; 
REAWAKENING; ARESURGENCE OF THOSE FUNDAMENTAL PR1NC1PLES THAT GAVE~~ 
CHARACTER TO OUR LAND AND REAL ITY TO OUR DREAMS, WE ARE RENEW ING 

I 

THE PROVEN IDEALS OF H~ WORK, PR I DE OF FAMILY, LOVE OF FREEDOM AND c::y , 

-- YES -- TRUST IN GOD. THEY REMA] N THE GREAT VALUES THEY ALWAYS 

HAVE BEEN I -e·. ~ ~ /0'o/s ,,. 
PRESIDENT REAGA CAME TO OFFICE SENSING ATHIRST I AMCRJCA FOR/-'~ . 

~ . -

10 
A RETURN TO THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF OUR FOREFATHERS. HE HAS LED 
AM RICA IN RESTORING FAITH AND CONFIDENCE IN HER jNSTITUTIONS. H 

PROCLAIMco 1983 THE YEAR OF THE BIBLE, EXPRESSING HIS OWN FAITH AND 
• --

CONFIDENCE IN GOD'S WORD, RECENTLY HE REA, FI Rt-'CD HIS SUPPORT FOR 
THE REKJNDLING OF RELIGIOUS VALUES, SAYING HE DOES NOT WANT THE U.S.-
"TO BE ANOTHER GREAT CIVILIZATION THAT BEGINS ITS DECLINE BY 
FORSAKING ITS GOD,u
:w: ..... 

THE RECORD OF THE CONST 1TUT I ONAL CONVENT 1ON LEAVES NO DOUBT 
6-<..LY 

THAT~ FOUNDING FATHERS WERE SUSTAINED BY THEIR FAITH IN GOD, AND 

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE ITSELF AFFIRMS THAT ALL MEN ARE 

CERTAIN INALIE 1ABLE RJGHTS." GEORGE 
THE DISPOSITIONS AND HABITS WHICH LEAD 

RELIG]ON AND MORALlTY ARE INDISPENSABLE 

"ENDOWED BY THEIR CREATOR ~ITH 
~SHINGTON ONCE SAID, 11 0F ALL-TO POL(TJCAL PROSPERITY, 
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SUPPO TS," 

LIKEWlSE, OUR HISTORY OF SOCIAL REFORIAS HAS ocEP SPIRITUAL 
UI DERPl • ING, JOHN WESLEY PIO, EERED SOCIAL REFORMS JN ADDJTIOl 1 TO 
PROCLA1MI 1G THE GOSPEL. WILLIAM WILBERFORCE LED THE MOVE TO ABOLISH 

SLAVERY, GENERAL WILLIAM BOOTH PREACHED SA VATlDN -- AND FOUNDED 

THE SALVATION ARMY, LJKE- OU~ FOUNDING FATHERS WHO SHAPED OUR 
POL IT ICAL H 1 STORJ,~WERE PEOPLE OF SPIRITUAL STRENGTH. 

_I KNOW/you iiAyc ~E A PERSONAL COMMITMENT TD THINGS OF THE 

SP 1RI T, YOU WO~ ~rf-r BE . ENROLLED IN TH IS COLLEGE IF YOU HAD NOT. 
1 INVITE YOU TODAY ·10 CONSIDER ANOTHER COMMITMENT -- TD PUBLIC 
SERVI CE, THE TW_O, I HAVE FOUND, GO HAND IN HAND. AND BOTH CAN BE 

TREMENDOUSLY FULFILLING, 
A RECENT NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE REPORTED THAT I DEBATED SEVERAL 

12 
DAYS WHETHER TO ACCEPT MY CURRENT POSiTlON AS SECRETARY OF 
TRA SPORTATION IN TH PRESIDENT'S CABINET . 1 DID -- BUT NOT FOR THE 

REASONS GI VEN IN THE ART ICLE. 
.. 
1 T _WAS A GREAT SOURCE OF JOY TO Mc 

THAT I WAS LED TO SEEK, WITH SEVERAL CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, GOD'S WILL 
FOR MY LIFE, 1 COULD NOT IMAGINE UNDERTAKING SUCH ATASK IF IT WERE 
NOT WI TH IN HIS .PLAN F.OR ME --- •FOR I KNEW IT WOULD REQUIRE STRENGTH, 
WISDOM AND COURAGE BcYOND MY ·OWN. 

TOGETHER WE PRAYED, CONSULTED SCRIPTURE AND SOUGHT TO 
UNDERSTA D THE WILL OF GOD THROUGH CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, A 
EXP ER IEl CE WHICH WAS EXTREMELY HELPFUL Af!D REAS SUR ING IN TAK ING ON 
SOM~ 'ERY HEAVY CHALLENGES. 

MY CAREER IN PUBLIC SERVICE OFFERS DAILY OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 
OTHERS, TO t-'lAKE A POSl TI VE . D 1 F,FERENCE I THEIR L 1 VES, A D l T OFFERS 
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READY 

IMMUNE 

ACCEPT · THE 

PROVIDENCE OF 

. _. - . WE 

NOT 

It ' THE 

A PLATF M FROM WHICH I CA 1 WIT SS, If AT , THI S SUI AY I WlLL 

DEL IVER THE SERMOI AT MY HOMc CH UR CH I t1 SAL] S U Y, RTH CARO ] 1A, 

YES, EACH OF us HAS A MIi] STRY I lT I EEDl 1'T BE Housco II A 

HURCH OR GARBED 1N ROBES, WHATEVE~ CAREER PATHS YOU CHOOSE, YOUR 

INFLUENCE .COULD MEAN THE DIFFERENCE IN SO MA 1YLIVES -- AND EACH OF 

CERTAINLY HAS A CIRCLE OF -(NFLUENCE, THE WORLD IS RIPE AND 

FOR MEN AND WOMEN OF FAITH WHO RECOGNIZE THAT THEY ARE NOT 

FROM THE PREDICAMENTS OF THE DAY, MEN AND WOMEN WILLING TO 

PRIVILEGE OF SERV 1NG AND WHO ARE READY TO SEE THAT THE 

GOD MAY ·HAVE BROUGHT THEM TO SUCH A TIME AS THIS. 
ARE ADMO_N I SHED IN THE SCRIPTURES TO BE DOERS OF THE WORD, 

HEARERS ONLY. PUBLJC SERVICE° EQUALLY DEMANDS OUR PARTICIPATION 

WORLD AROUND US, WE MAY SERVE- IN SOME OFF ICIAL CAPACJTY. WE 

-_.., 1 q 

MAY ALSO SERVE EFFECTIVELY AS VOLUNTEERS, ~ ().)e, ~ d_a#.. 
~R r:XAl',rLc, THOSE WHO F 1 RST SPOKE OUT AGAINST D UNK DR 1VI NG 

WERE vo_u TEERS I MOST OF THEM -:- l lKE CANDY L l GHTNER J FOUNDER OF 

MOTHERS AGAINST DRUNK DRIVING --SUFFERED THE LOSS OF A CHILD. THEY 

STEPPED FORWARD, THEY MADE THEMSELVES HEARD, THEY LABELED DRUNK 

DRIVI G A CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY, UNACCEPTABLE IN A SOCIETY THAT 

REVERES LlFE. I AM PRIVILEGED TO BE WORKING CLOSELY WITH THEM IN A 

MASS I VE NAT l ONAL CAM0AI GN TO RID OUR HIGHWAYS OF EVERY LAST DRUNK 

DRIVER. l MEET AS WELL WITH YOUNG PEOPLE WHO SHARE MY CONCERN OVER 
• - TEEN-AGE DRINKING .AND DRIVING. THESE Rrspo 'SJB E YOUNG PEOPLE ARE 

11 VOLVED BECAUSE THEY KNOW THAT ALCOHOL-RELATED ACCIDENTS ARE THE 

LEAD ll 
• 
G CAUSE OF DEATH FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN 

~ 
THE l 5-T0-2q AGE GROUP, 

THAT IS AS SAD AS IT IS TRAGIC, AND l ~ GREAT ADMIRATJON FOR 
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YOUNG PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE COURAGE TO JO l N TOGETHER IN Al ' 

ORGANlZATlON CALLED SADD (STUDENTS AGA]NST DRUNK DRIVER S) TO REACH 

THE l R PEERS W1TH THE MESSAGE THAT DR l KI G AND DR l VI lG CA I BE 

DEADLY . THERE ARE NOW MORE THAN 6,~00 CHAPTERS O~! ~N~IDE -

- AND THEIR IMPACT IS BEING FELT ..u~r& ~.~ ()~. 
SINCE 1980, TRAFFIC FATALfflES HAVE DECLINED BY MORE THAN 15 

PERCENT, THE 1983 HIGHWAY DEATH TOLL WAS THE LOWEST IN 20 YEARS AND 
THE FATALITY RATE -- THE NUMBER OF DEATHS PER MILLION MlLES TRAVELED 
.-- 22 PERCENT BETTER -THAN 1N 1980, AND THE LOWEST EVER RECORDED IN - --- · - ----
OUR COUNTRY. I KNOW YOU CAN'T ATTRIBUTE ALL OF THAT ACHIEVEMENT TD 

THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST DRUNK DRIVING, BUT ALONG WITH OUR EMPHASIS ON 

SAFETY BELTS AND CHlLD SAFETY SEATS, THAT CAMPAIGN HAS HEIGHTENED 

PUBL 1 C AWARENESS OF SAFETY ISSUES AND CONTRIBUTED TO SAFER TRAVEL . 

-
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I HAVE MADE SAFETY IN ALL FORMS OF TRAt1SPORTAT 1ON THE H 1 GHEST 

PRIORITY oc MY SERVICE AS SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION. I HAVE 

PLACED SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON OUR HIGHWAYS WHERE 92 PERCENT 0 

FATALITIES OCCUR, THIS IS A MAJOR PART OF MY COMMITMENT TO MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE IN PEOPLE'S LIVES . 

• SOMcT 1M~S IT SEEMS THAT THE DEMANDS AND CHALLENGES OF MY -mvl EE ARE OV~RWHELM ING , AS SECRETARY OF TRAN SP ORTAT I ON, I MANAGE 

102,000 EMPLOYEES AND A BUDGET OF 28 BILLION DOLLARS, I AM 

RESPO 1SIBLE FOR A MULTI-YEAR 10 BILLION DOLLAR PROGRAM TO MODERNIZE 

OUR AIRSPACE ~-- DOUBLING THE CAPACITY OF OUR AIRWAYS, itiPROViNG 

WEATHER~1WANDPR6vlnlNG NEW AND MORE PREClsE LANDING 
SYSTEMS; ALL OF WHICH WILL MAKE AIR TRAVEL, ALREADY SAFE, EVEN 
SAFER . . ,. 



• 1 AM RESPOl 1SlB E FOR THE 11EARLY Ol E MlLLlD 1 1~ ES Or ROADS Al D 

BRIDGES THAT MA-KE UP OUR FEDE RA_ HI GH\•lAY SYSTEM, Ai D he ARE PUTT 11 G 

DS TO \•/ORK ON THE REPAIR AtD REHABILITAT!O OF THAT SYSTE l'i AT A 

STER RATE AND IN LAR GER AMOUNTS THAI EVER BEFORE, 1 OVERSEE THE 

Ll FE-SAVl G AND LAW ENFORCEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE UNITED 
STATES COAST GUARD -- AND 1 N THAT CAPAC ITY I AM THE F 1 RST WOMAN TO 

HEAD ABRANCH OF OUR ARMED SERVICES. 
THE CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORPORATION -- CONRAIL -- lS ALSO A 

PR □-PERTY OF MY DEPARTMENT. WITH 15,000 ROUTE MILES IN 15 STATES, 

1T'S- THE LARGEST RA 1LROAD 1 N THE NORTHEAST. 1T'S NOW SHOW I NG A 

PRciFJT, l'M PLEASED T~AND MY RESPONSlBILlTY JS ~O RETURN llru9 
THE PRIVATE SECTO;-~ ~~ ~~--::.:~~~ 

I AM A_S0 RE1PONSI BLE FOR--' SAFETY N ALL FORMS OF 
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TRANSPORTATION; lN FACT, FOR EVERYTHING THAT MOVES. 
YES, THE CHALLEN GES ARE ENORMOUS; THE DEMANDS, H AVY' \(\so ~·lHER 

DOES THE POWER COME FR0~, TD SEE THE RACE TO lTS END? ER I C LI DDL E ~ i 
SCOTLAND'S B-LOVED O YMPIC RUNNER, BOTH ASKED THAT DUESTIOI AND 

____,_.~ 

ANSWERED · IT. THE POWER, AS PORTRAYED SO BEAUTIFULLY lN CHARJOTS OF 

ElB.£, COMES FROM WITHIN. ~ 
I DRAW MY STRENGTH FROM SUCH PASSAGES AS ]SAIAH 40: 31, WHET 

GOD HAS PROM 1SED US THAT '1 THOSE WHO WAIT UPON THE LORD SHALL RENEW • \ 1 :_ 

THE l R STRENGTH; THEY SHALL MOUNT UP WI TH WINGS LI KE EAGLES; THEY , 1• : 

SHALL RU I AND NOT BE WEARY; THEY SHALL WALK AND NOT FAINT," c::i • 
~~ 

• 

AS I WRESTLE W l TH TOUGH PROBLEMS, WHERE THERE ARE t O EASY.~• 
SWERS,_MY EYES FALL ON THE WORDS OF PROVERBS 3: 5-6 WHICH I KEEP Of~ ; 

MY DESK . "TRUST l N THE LORD \Ii' I TH ALL T_HJNE HEART , A 1D LEAN NOT LI~.~- • 
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TH I Pc ow utiDERsTA101 G. 1 N A\_L THY wAys, ACK 10•!LEDGE H1 M A 10 HE 

~~~[~ D 1 RC-CT THEY PATHS." AS THOSE ORDS Sl I K 11 1, l KIIO\~ l CA STOP 

. ,Y ~ ESTL l t G. I CAI LET GO AND LET GOD PROV IDE THE GU I DANCE J PEED. 

T~E . PRES IDENT TELLS A PO l G 1A T STORY I'D L 1 KE TO SHARE WI TH 

YOU 1'" ~F~. YEARS AGO IN NEWPORT BEACH, CAL IF ORN I A, THERE WERE SOME 

LOVELY BEACHFRONT HOMES ~HAf-· WERE- THREATENED BY AN ABNORMALLY HIGH 

TI DE AND HEAVY SURF -- HOMES IN DANGER OF TOTAL DESTRUCT ION, AND-ALL THROUGH A COLD WINTER DAY AND NIGHT, VOLUNTEERS WORKED FILLING 

AND PILING SANDBAGS IN-AN EFFORT TO SAVE THE HOMES. ABOUT 2 O'CLOCK 

IN THE MORN I NG A NEWSCASTER GRABBED A YOUNG FELLOW IN HIS TEENS, 

ATTIRED ONLY IN .WET TRUNKS, ALONG WI TH SEVERAL HUNDRED OTHER YOUNG 

PEOPLE, HE'D BEEN WORKING DAY AND NIGHT. NO, HE TOLD THE REPORTER, 

HE DIDN'T LIVE IN ONE OF THOSE HOMES THEY WERE TRYING TO SAVE. YES, 
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He WAS COLD Al D TIRED. WHY THEN, wcRE HE AD HIS FRIENDS DOING 

TH l S, TH: REPORTER YIANTED TO KN.OW, TH YOUNG MAN STOPPED FO A 

MHUTE AND THcN HE ANSWERED, "WELL, I GUESS IT'S THE FIRST Tlt'f Wt 

EVER FELT LIKE W We.RE NEEDED." 

&~e&ou AR: Nr..EDED. 1 AM NEEDED. THE PRES 1DENT HAS PUT THE 

COUNTRY BACK . ON TRACK, BUT GOVERNMENT'S RESOURCES -- GREAT THOUGH 

THEY ARE -- REMAIN LIMITED. 

BUT THERE ARE NO LIMITS ON PEOPLE LIKE YOURSELVES. YOU .KNO~-
WHO IS It' NEED, AND YOU KNOW THEM AS HUMAN BEINGS, NOT STATISTJCS, 

WHAT WASHINGTON .CALLS A SOCIAL PROBLEM, INDIVIDUAL AMc.RICAt 1S SEE FOR 

THEMSELVES AS A BREAD~1NNER WITHOUT A JOB, OR A ELDERLY WOMAN ALO -• 
WITH HER MEMORIES, OR A COLLEGE STUDENT STRUGGLING TD FIND FINANCING 
FOK THAT IMPORTANT SENIOR YEAR. 
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• TH~RE ARE f10 LI 'ilTS ON THE PRIVATE SECTOR, ON TH- CREA l\llTY OR 

THE TA' El 1T OF - DI t MA OR WOMAl 1 Fl RED WlTH AP foe-AL OR FILLED WITH 

THE Kl □ ~LEDGE THAT THEY, TO~ARE NEEDED. 

FOR IN THE END, SOCJETY IS JUDG~D BY HOW IT ACTS O' ITS DEEPEST 

CONVICTIONS, 0 E _AMERICAN WHO GAVE ELOQUENT VOICE TO OUR t ATIONAL 

CREDO OF I NDtPENDENCE ENTWINED \{I TH GE NERDS ITY WAS THE GREAT 

NOVELIST OF THE AMERICAN FRONTIER, WILLA CATHER. SHE WAS BORN IN 

. VIRGINIA, RAISED IN NEBRASKA, AND HAD HER ARTISTIC FLOWERING IN A 

CROWDED CORNER OF NEW - YORK CITY. BUT SHE NEVER ABANDONED HER 

ADHERENCE TO A WAY OF ·LIFE THAT WAS 1ND1VIDUALLY STRONG BECAUSE IT 
WAS SOCIALLY COMPASSIONATE. 

CATHER'S HEROES AND HEROINES WERE ORDINARY AMERICANS: COWBOYS 

AND BOHEMIAN IMMlGRA 1TS, SOUTHWESTERN MISSIONARJES AD RURAL CLERKS. 

-
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- MOST WERE POOR: t1tANY ~llFFERED FROM BE I NG ST RP.I GERS Ill A STR.~NGE 

LAND , • YET ALL OBTAINED A KI ND Or NOBILITY BY WORK I NG HARD - AND 

CAR l NG DEEPLY. AND WHEN Ml SS CATHER DI ED , SHE WAS BUR l ED, AT HER 

REQUEST, ON A NE~ HAMPSHIRE HILLSIDE, BEHJND A WHITE-STEEPLED 

M'ETINGHOUSE THAT WAS ITSELF RAISED BY A CONGREGATION OF YANKEE 

CARPENTERS AND LABORERS, ON HER TOMBSTONE, SHE HAD INSCRIBED WORDS 

FROM HER CLASSIC NOVEL, MY ANTONIA, 
"THIS IS HAPPINESS." IT SAYS, "TO BE DISSOLVED INTO SOMETHII G 

COMPLETE AND GREAT," 

THrRE IS ANOTHER LINE, LESS POETJC BUT NO LESS VALID. YOU ONLY 

B GIi TO LIVE WHEN. YOU BEGIN TO GIVE. GOD HAS GIVEN TO US FREELY 

T OF H l S ABU DANCE , WE HONOR H l t'1 WHEN E GI VE OF OURSELVES TO 



.. 
OTH~RS 
,tl1ERICANS, 

AS 
IT 

CHRISTIANS, IT 

IS OUR TRADITIOI' , 

IS OUR REASOPA LE SERVlCE, AS 

############# 
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