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AEROI'AUTICAL LIGHT NOEXNCLATURE 

Aeronautical Light 

Any light whxh, by reason of Its characterlstlcs o: locatIon, 

serves as an ald to air navlgatmn. 

Lights mounted on an axplane. See 

VY&m.ment Llghtsl'; 
Xandmg Lights"; 
"Navlgatlon Llghtsn, 
"Passmg Lights"; 
"Posltlon Lights". 

Au-port Beacon 

See 1V3eacon11. 

Au-wag Beacon 

See Veacon". 

Approach Lane 

A lme of approach lights markmg the approach to a llghted rmvay. 

Approach Light 

A llghht, serving as a umt m an approach lane, and outsIde the 

lmts of an au-port, so located as to mdxate a favored du-ectlon of 

approach. Thx term 1s sometunes applied to a range light (q.v.) but 

should be restricted to the above defmed appllcatlon. 

Apron Floodllghtmg 

A system of floodllghtmg for lllurmnatlng the apron ox- loadmg area. 

Awnlmry Beacon 

See Weacontf. 

Beacons 

Airport Beacon. A high mtenslty light, r&ted or occulted, and 

hamg stanc&d charactermtxs lndxatmg a lzghted au-port. Su& 
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beacons genwally h’ave alternatmg wh,te and green beams. 

Au-way Beacon. A high lntenslty light, rotated or occulted, and 

having standard characterlstlcs marhng a llghted au-way. Such beacons 

generally have alternating white and red beams. 

. Auxiliary Beacon. A beacon, generally a code beacon, installed at 

an auport where the axport beacon 1s rnstalled some d-r&axe from the 

landing area. This term 1s also used for a code beacon, located at the 

alrport, and used to produce an ldentlfxatlon sIgnal, supplementing an 

alrport beacon. 

Code Beacon. A high Intensity beam light occulted to give a morse 

code identlfxatlon signal, by means of light flashes. 

Flasher Beacon. A beacon whose eclipse intervals are produced by 

etimgushlng or obscuring the light source. 

Intermediate Beacon. A type of airport beacon having lower candle- 

power characterlstlcs than are requred for an au-port beacon. These 

are no longer approved for lnstallatlon at nlrports. 

Osclllatlng Beacon. A beacon whose light source 1s oscillated 111 an 

optical assembly, to produce changes m the dlrectlon and intensity of 

the beam. 

RotatAng Beacon. An alrpdrt or almy beacon whose projector head 

1s rotated about a vertical a~18. 

Boundary Light. 
/ 

One of a series of lights Installed around the landable area of an 

alrport m order to mark Its llrmts. Boundary lights ax-9 usually mounted 

on cone shaped boundary markers, but m some instances flush units are 

used. 
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Enuldmg FlcotiEhtmg. 

A system of floodhghtmg desIgned to illuaunate the exterior of 

an avistratlon bulding, hsngar, or other buldmng, u1 order tc%glvs 

perspective. 

Ceilug Indicator. 
\ 

A narrow beam projector whxh projects a lighted spot on the bottom 

of a stratum of cloud, all-g the height of the spot to be measured by 

a simple method of trungtiLatlon. 

Code Beacon. 

See "Beacon". 

Cucle Lzghts. 

Flush l&&s (q.v.) set III a large circle on the landing area and 

used to identify an au-port, or to aid UI traffic control. 

Contact Lxhts. 

Flush llghtlng uuts located along the edges of a runway to mark-Lts 

location and dxrectlon, and to ass& landmgs. 

Course Lxht. 

A light unit producing a fned beam of light, mounted away from an 

alrport, mth the beam du-ected towards an airport or along an a-y. 

Course lights, when mounted on a-y beacons, usually flash a code signal, 

to Identify the beacon location. 

Dlrectlonal Floodlu?htmg. 

See Tloodl~ghtmng". 

Distributed Floodllghtmng. 

See Vtoodl~ghtmg". 
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Explosion Proof Fixture. 

An enclosed llghtlng or KC- unit designed to have sufflclent 

mechanIca strength and adequate sealing to restrict any explosion re- 

sultlng from u-rflammable gases, dust, etc., to the lnterlor of the fix- 

ture. Such fixtures should be used ~TI dope and paint rooms and hydrogen 

storage space. 

Flasher Beacon. 

See Weaconsn. 

Flashing L&-I& 

A light desIgned to be lighted and etiingushed m rapld sequence. 

Such lights may be lntivldually controlled, or may be flashed III groups. 

Floodllghtlng. 

Duectlonal FloodlIght. A floodlIght which Illum;nates an area for 

landing, YI such a way‘that an alrplane lands nearly parallel with the 

ans of the beam. 

Dlstrlbuted Floodllghtw. A system of floodllghtlng used where 

the contour of the field or the desrgn of the units requres slmultane- 

ous llghtlng from several locations. 

General Field Floodlightmg. A system of floodllghtmng zn whhlch 

the entu-e landmg area is lighted from one or two banks of lights. 

LandlnR Area FloodlIght. A large capacity light deslgned to II&I- 

Iclnate a suff-Lclent portion of a landug area, to pemt an airplane to 

make a safe landing after dark. 

Ruway Floodllzhtmg. A system of floodllghtmng lllurmnatlng only 

the runway on which a landing I.S to be made, and m the duectlon of the 

airplane travel. 
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Flush Lxhts. 

Lights desqned to be mounted flush mth the ground, 111 such a way 

that an airplane or a tractor can run over them. See "Contact Lights", 

'(Range I;Lghts", Vu-cle LIghtsI'. 

General Field Floodhghtux. 

See tlFloodllghtmgn. 

Hazard Lights. 

See "Obstruction Lights". 

Instrument Lights. 

Any type of direct or lndlrect llghtuvg m the cockplt of an axplane, 

and used for ill-atlng the instruments. 

Landing Area Floodlight. 

See l~Floodl~ghtmgn. 

LandmE Light. 

A strong clear floodllght mounted on an alrplsne, to assist lantigs 

after dark. Landing lights are generally located m the leading edges of 

the wings, but are sometimes located m the nose or even 111 the landing 

gear. 

Intermediate Beacon. 

See %eaconlt. 

Marker Lights. \\ 

A general term for any au-port lights marking a defmlte obJect or 

area, such as boundary lights, range lights, contact lights, obstruction 

lights, etc. 

Multiple Lxht. 

A' llghtlng unit using a high resistance lamp designed to be operated 

.at a constant voltage, and connected on a constant Voltage clrcut. 
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Navlgatmn Lights. 

See "Position Llghtslf. 

Obstruction Lights. 

Red lights on or adJacent to obstructions, and arranged to mdxate 

the height and extent of the obstruction. In some cases, especially ~TI 

llghtmg tall stacks, obstruction llghtmg is accomplished by means of 

floodllghtmg rmth -rhhlte light. 

Osclllatmg Beacon. 

See "Beacons". 

Passma Lxzht. 

A strong red light on an au-plane flying after dark, to warn passmg 

au-craft. Passmg lights are generally located IE the leadmg edge about 

the md sectlon of the p&t RIII~, but m some cases, are placed In the 

nose. In some instances a solar green passing light 1s slrmlarly located 

III the starboard wng. 

PosItIon Lights. 

Lights mounted on an au-plane flying after dark, to serve as mrnmgs 

to other au-craft. A red light 1s located on the port mng tip, and a 

green light on the starboard wing tip, and a Fhlte light aft, on either 

the rudder, the fm, or the tralllng end of the fuselage. 

fist01 Light. 

A portable llghtlng proJector, producing a narrow concentrated beam 

of light, of which the color can be controlled by a trigger, and wbxh 

can be directed on an lndlvldual auplane III flight, or on the ground, 

and be used to signal the pxlot. 
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Range LlEhts. 

Green lights grouped at opposite ends of ?unmys or lan&ng strips, 

to permt ran-g 111 the runways from the au. Range lights may be either 

flush or mounted on cones, and should be so grouped or coded as to mndl- 

cate mdlvldual nmways. 

RotatlnCr Beacon. 

' See "Beacon". 

Runway Floodllghtmg. 

See "Floodllghtulg". 

Senes hght. 

A lightmg unit using a low resistance lamp deslgned to be operated 

at a constant cm-rent value, and connected ~II series wrth other such units 

on a constant current crrcut. 

Shadow Bar. 

A device used mth a iKlde angle single source floodllght (q.v.) 

whereby a controllable shadow 1s proJecte4 across an airplane lsndlng on 

or taking off from the lighted area. This prevents the floodlight from 

producing glare 111 the eyes of the pllot. 

Sign Floodllghtmng. 

A system of floodllghtlng designed to lllurmnate an identtixat~on 

sign or marker, palnted,on or constructed upon a roof or on the ground. 

Pafflc Lights. 

Colored lights, arranged ~TI a circle or 111 the form of an arrow upon 

the ground, on a buldmg, or at runway ends, and used, by means of sepa- 

rate color control, to regulate auplsne traffx. See &so "Pistol 1lgh-V. 
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Runway Lights. 

See Vontact Lightsa. 

Vapor Proof Lights. 

Enclosed tightmg fixtures so sealed as to prevent access of dust or 

vapor. Such hghts are generally used 111 aumhary hengar space and re- 

pa= shops. 

Wmd Cone. 

A fabrx cone or sock smngmg freely from a vertical support, 111 

such a way as to indicate the tieqtlon and approxmate velocity of the 

tid. IVcnd cones are generally floodllghted for vlslblllty at night. 

Wmd Tee. 

A tee-shaped marker desIgned to indicate-the direction of the gromd 

mud. A mnd tee 1s generally outlmed by lights for vlsabllity at mght. 
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APPENDIX 

GENERAL DEFWITION OF TERMS RELATD?G TO 
AERONAUTICAL 1LLUMINATIQ.N 

As Approved by the Intenatlonal Comsslon on 
Illumnatlon and the U. S. National Comttee 

s - feu- Luftfahrtfeuer.- 

A light 1~ any lurmnous signal designed to be used for au nanm- 

tlon. 

Flxed Light - feu flxe - Festes feuer:- 

A fIxed light 1s any light which 1s constant 111 l-~us mtenslty 

when observed from a flxed pomt. 

Intermittent LlEht - feu mtemttent - Wfeuer:- 

An mtermttent light 1s any light which 1s Interrupted 111 cadence 

as mewed from a smgle direction. 

Flashmg Light - feu a eclat - Blmkfeuer.- 

A flashmg light 1s any mtemttent light m whxh the duration of 

the light period 1s shorter than the duration of the dark period. 
\ 

Note. The standard rotating ax-way beacon gLves flashmg lights smce 

from a smgle dlrectlon It 1s seen as an mtermttent sIgna mth the 

duration of the light period shorter than the duration of the dark period. 

Occultmg Light - feu a eclipse - Unterbrochehes feuer:- 

An occultmg light 1s any mtermttent light m which the duration 

of the light period 1s longer than the duration of the dark period. 

Blmker Light*- 

A bltier light 1s any mtemttent light glnng more than twenty 

flashes per mute. 

Code Light - xorsefeuer - 

A code light 1s any lnterrmttent light having a recognizable charac- 

terlstlc of dots and/or dashes by which Its lndlvldual IdentIty can be 
WPf 



establxhed. 

ProJector - uroJecteur - Schemerfer:? 

Defmition to be agreed on later. 

Beacon -phare- Leuchtfeuer:- 

A beacon 1s any lumnous device emttmg a sqnal for the purpose 

of mdlcatmg a geographxal posltlon. 

Code Beacon:- 

A code beacon 18 any flashmg beacon designed to show a code light. 

Obstruction Light - feu d'obstacle - Hmdemsfeuerr- 

An obstruction light I.S any light lndlcatlng the presence of an 

obJect that 1s dangerous to arcraft m motion. 
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