
.. 
, . 

• 

,~ a t i o n a l B r o a d ca s t Com p a n y , I n c . A 1 1 R i g h t s Re s e r v e d . l 9 7 9 

Please credit any quotes or excerpts from this NBC 
radio and television program to , ~B~~-....M.E~~,.i:H~---..PR~~s~ 

MEET THE PRE ~,S 

Produced by Betty Cole Dukert 

Sunday, September 16, 1979 

Live/Washington 

Guest: Neil Goldschmidt - Secretary of Transportation 

Moderator And Executive Producer: Bill Monroe . ~BC News 

Panel : 

Bill Monroe - NBC News 

William Cook - riewsweek Magazine 

Jerry Flint - Forbes Magazine 

Andrea Mitchell .. rrnc News 



. . . . . 

• 

) 

• 

• 

2 

MR. MONROE: Today on MEET TIIE PRESS is the new Secretary 

of Transportation, Neil Goldschmidt. Mr. Col<lschrnidt is the 

former Mayor of Portland, where he made a national name for him­

self as a de•ieloper of mass transit. He replaces former 

Secretary of Transportation, Brock Ada.ms, who quit in a dis­

agreement wi-:h the White House. 

Secretary Goldschmidt, at the age of thirty-nine, is the 

youngest member of the Carter cabinet. 

Mr. Secretary, what one or two key things would you most 

like to accomplish as_ Secretary of Transportation? 

SECRETARY GOLDSCHMIDT: I think the most important thing, 

Mr. Monroe, ~s to accomplish the President's objective for a 

national energy policy. It is the force that is driving 

inflationi it is critical to the jobs and lives of every American, 

and the President has made it clear to me, and I think to every 

member of the cabinet as well as to Congress and ~he American 

people, we have to solve it. 

Within the Department of Transportation, he has made it 

clear that he wants management, and in many cases that means 

dealing with substantive issues, like, in our case, of .,railroads, 

public transportation, and so on. And what he is looking for 

there, I think, is an integrated program where we not only get 
. 

rail re~orm but truck reform, but better service of public 

transit in cities and the kinds of thinns that will support jobs 

and keep the air clean around the United States. 
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MR. MONROE: The Chrysler Corooration has asked fer a 

delay on government rer,ulations affecting emission standards 

to help it out in the current financial crisis. Are you in 

favor of that? 

SECRETARY GOLDSC1UITDT: No, I aro not. I might add, they 

have also inquired, but I am not sure they have asked, a~ to 

whether or not we would be willine to waive the mileage st&,­

dards involving fuel econolll'J. Those standards will save some­

thing like 280 million gallons of gasoline by 1990, and it is 

critical to our economy we not do that. I do not think 

Chrysler's solution is goinp to be found in dirtier air or 

in less efficient cars. 

MR. MONROE: Is there anything you can see that you have 

some control over or influence on as Secretary of Transp~rtation 

that might be helpful to Chrysler that you would be in favor 

of? 

SECRETARY GOLDSCIU1IDT: Well, our doors are open. and I am 

going to be up in Detroit before Thanksgiving, visiting with 

the leadership of all the automobile companies, to tcy t~ make 

sure that we are talking with them, rather than talking at one 

another. But I think Chrysler we have to deal with as a 

private company, that it is. But the President has made it 

clear that the j9b base it represents, and the impact of closure 

of Chrysler on the country is something that deserves his a~ten- • 
t1on and the cabinet's attent1on. 

But: I don't think he intends to have Chnsle'J'.' become a 
I 

I 

child of the ~ov~rnment. And the dealinP,s ip ~nis ~fter are 

betng handled by Secretary Miller and the Treasury pepax tment. 

and I think the message has been delivered very clearly. 

(Announcements I • 
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MR. MONROE: we wil1 continue the questions for S-?cre::tary 

G.:>J.dsclu,,d.dt with Mr. Cc0k. 

MR. COOR: Mr. Secretary, you were s~ccessful may)r of a 

lovely city. What made you decide to come to Washingt-.:m at the 

tailend of an ... adrninistration which is in some difficulty; 

Could it be that. you de~ided you coU::_dr..' t rur. against Boo 

Packwood for the U.S. Senate in 1900? 

SECRETARY GOLDSCHMIDT: Well, I had already d:?.cid ·.:!d not to 

run for the Senate when this situation can:e up, and my wife an~ 

I had concluded that ;:! year of ctunpajgn or more, a:1.d s:.x years 

in Washington was a cozmr:itment at a point in,.our lives for 

ourselves and our children we couldn't ma.ke . 

There is really nothing that would have gotte;1 me -to come 

to Washington except a request by the :?reside:nt to sen·e, and I 

told him, and I have said to my friends 8.nd the pe-::.ple in 

Portland that I would have accepted this job had I believed that 

the President would not run again, nor would he be elected again 

if he did run. I happen to believe he will be reelected, and 

I am exc1t~d- about being on the team to get there. 

But the very simple point I want to make to him, and I did, 

was that he earned it, in my city. The job the Carter Adrr,ini­

stration has done in my city and cities around the United States 

deserves the support that I think is requested wheL I am asked 

to come to Washington. 

MR. COC'lZ: You are knc:m as c:. mayo:.: 11·ho blocked an urban 
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Mr. Secretary,. will you atteTT'pt to slow down the ~uild~.ng 

of freeways within cities and ever perhaps help };.nock do·.1n some 

existing urban freeways that are the subject of local pr~~est? 

SECRETARY GOLDSCHMIDT: Mr. Cook, most of the direc ~ion for 

that comes from Congress, and I think i.t is j_mportant to recog­

nize that they havoe: done a great deal ~..nd are to be COJ!LTT, ~nded 

for that, to make the Federal highway program more flexiJle, 

to accommodate the decisions of governors and local offi-ials. 

The only decis io,1s that come to the Secretary are t:1ose in 

which there is a controversy between local and State government 

ano our Admini~tration,or there is a controvery betwaen local 

and State officials and they can't get anything decided. 

We ought to help with technical assistance, and we ought 

l 
l. 
! 

! 

to help with try to help the pr-ocess tm"Jard aeC-1.Ston oe-cc.:use 

Congress has made it clear they want the interstate systc~m at least! 

either built or withdrawn, but other than tbat, I don't think 

my yiews should be inflicted on local cor.ununities and th~ 

governors of the States in the United States. 

MR. COOK: In Portland you helped promote a new light rail 
system# a street car 
system. Are you going to be promoting this in other cities? 

Do you. think this is a new wave of _transit? 

SECRETARY GOLDSCHMIDT: Well, there are a number of 

communities looking very serious :!..y t t that. 
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I think a bigger question is whether or not t..'1e United 

States Government is going to provide the finan~~ing to C:-.o it. 

There are places whers it will r...e,!(e, senGe a.nd s011!c wn E:n. it will 

not, but witl1out the windfi:!ll profi t.s tax ..and the Ener~;-: · Trust 

Fund, the ability to begm new stcJ.rts in this country for program~ 

of that kind just isn't going to be possible; end I t.hir~ it is 

critical to recognize that the transit portion of that -- I 

am talking about the .saving of energy -- is real!y only ;;. portior. 

of that, and we have got to w---rk as a part cf a larger program 

to deal with synthetic fuels, alternative sources of e~ergy, 

conservation and try:tng to break tl'ie dead.locks that exist around 

the United States on pipe~i~es and other issues where en~rgy 

supply is needed. 

So, we will work on it, but without the resourc.;s n.:,t.hing 

will happen. 

•,· 



• 
· MR.FLINT: Mr. Secretary, the administration proposE..d 

a public transit program ~hat basically called for :repairJng 

old subways, finishinr, some new systems that are on the bc-ar6s 

and passing ou.t 111ore buses. Is this. really eP.ough of c 

program for the future in en oil-short world? 

SECRETARY GOLDSClll1IDT: I thir~k it is not enough of c. 

future for the next twenty-five yea1:·s, but it is the inimec··iate 

agenda. It is a sad connnentary on the inscability of our 

public transit prog~am in the Unit~d States thet the r.~.-nui~c­

turing base needed to provide bt:.Ses and rail cars has really 

dropped to almost nothing. 7hc private sector has a creat 'deal 

of doubt whether or not we mean what we say t:hat there will be 

a transit program. In the beginning, at least, most com­

nnmities need buses, and our job, I think, is to taka the 

• windfall profits ta.x to plug the portion that is committed 

to trai.~sit into &1 encourageAent to the bus industry to ptoduce 

high-quality, competitive buses that can be ':1,Sed in towns, 

in the mountains of West Virginia, or on the streets of New York 

CDty. The existing systems need to be fixed, and the new 

conmitments that have been rnacle over the last few years need to 

be finished, but I guess I should refer.Mr. Flint, back to 

Mr. Cook's question. There is a need for some new systems, 

and, as Secretary, I intend to try to encourcge those. 

MR. FLINT: Even in the bu.s field for almost ten years 

• the Department of Transportation played with bus design, end 
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• . finally at enormous cost, they ordered a bus that no one ca.:i 

build. Do you think this kind of fal1.tasy ·1:mrld O?~ration will 

top under your direction? 

SECRETARY GOLDSCHMIDT: Well, :t-""..r. Flint, I a'Ji working ·in 

ury garage on weekends to design a new one. I didn't like the 

other one very much. 

I intend to make sure that this issue, called Trnnsbus, 

which is the miracle bus to solve all problems that ended LP 

with no manufacturar feeling they could rr~nufact~re it and sell 

it, and bus operators· feeling they were not sure they could afford 

it, is resolved very soon. It is an important issue, but I 

think there are plenty of issues that ar~ more con~licated than 

this one, and I wouldn 1 t expect it would deadlock us for 

ong. 

MS. MITCHELL: Following up on Mr. Cook's question, per­

haps in your garage you could also be working on the President's 

energy program, as it is now tvinding its way slowly through 

Congress. 

It is a Democratic Coneress. The President was forced 

last week to compromise dramatically on his synthetic fuels 

program. The windfall profits taxi& in very big trouble. 

Doesn't this tell you that the President is in political trouble, 

within his own party, ai,d why are ycu really confident that he 

will gain renomination or re-election? 

• SECRETARY GOLDSCliHIDT: Mrs. 'Mitchell, :, ..:u.L d 
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back away from the question a minute and describe my perspec­

tive about where we are. I am not an historian, but the . feel­

ing I get from this period of our. time in the United St.;tes is 

not dissimilar from that which President Roosevelt facec. be­

fore World War II. The American public 1wasn't particul~rly 

eager to get ready for that controversy and that fight, either, 

and it is a very tough thing for a society to adjust it~elf. 

The government isn I t the society. We reflect it tc· a 

great extent. The President's view, I think, has been, we have 

to come through this with jobs for our peqple, some security 

for their retirement, but the ability to make ·domestic end 

foreign policy independent of what some'body in OPEC te: ls us 

that we have to do. 

He has proposed a method of get ting to the point wl-,ere. 

we will have independent energy resources and has inc-luc.ed 

conservation, and the transit portion is in the conservation 

area as a large part of that. 

I sense, and this is just a personal feeling, very nroch 

a movement to accomplish those things in Congress. They came 

home from the recess and in th~ calls that I made, my judgment 

is that the public is beginning to ba ready to see things 

happen, and the President, in fact, by the time the election 

comes. is going to be rewarded for tenacity and foresi~li.t. 

As a practical matter, I think everybody in the cabinet is 

prepared to continue to gut it out, and that is just to do the 

. , 

. 
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- right thing for the long-run health of the country. 

MS. MITCHELL: There does seem to be some confusion ·pithin 

the administration, though, on signals. The day. after the. 

President's energy speech, when he talked about billions r,iore 

for mass transit, his own lobbyists were on the Hill carnp~ir;n­

ing. fighting to kill extension of the subway system in or.e 

city, Washington, D. C. , and that has led to a great deal of 

resentment and confusion on Capitol Hill. 

SECRETARY GOLDSCHMIDT: Well, I think there is no que;s-

tion there was some confusion about that, but for the rest of 

the United States, who have probably almost no interest ir: the 

Washington, D.C. subway system, it is important to recognize 

that it has a unique history. It :i.s the only system tht.tt 

• essentially was a direct child of the Federal Government. 

The President's view -- and I think he is right about this 

is that Washinr,ton Metro needs to move into the same category 

with all the other subway systems in the country. The qut':'stion 

is, what should we -- that is, the Department of Transportation, 

Congress and the administration -- do for Metro before we 

move it. That is> what is our final commitment, and I think 

those negotiations are just about finished. 

MS. 'MITCUEU,: You don't think, then, that this bodes 

poorly for mass transit as a commitment 

SECRETARY GOLDSCIDUDT: No• not at all. 

MS. MITCHELL: And compromises your philosophy? 



• 
11 

SECRETARY GOLDSClll-IT.DT: Not at all. Ny sense of thine;s at 

this point is, the President is likely to do more rather thE.n 
. I 

less over ' the lonr, run for transit, but what he would lil ·e to 

see is some product, a.."'1d this rea .:.. ly r,ets back to Mr. Fl:Lnt's 

question about what are we going to do. It would be nic~ to be 

able to show the public that when we mean transit, we coEld 

deliver buses. That is a simple, strair,htforward statement. 

lfil. MONROE: Hr. Secretary. the Secretary of the Tr€ asury 

has apparently told Chrysler that althour;h they say they need 

more than $1 billi_on, something lih.e $1. 2 billion, to cor.:e 

back with a plan for more like $700 million, just a litt l e 

bit more than half of what they say they need, and now yc,u are 

sayinc you can't see anything else the government can do for 

Chr;sler, even though Chrysler makes quite a case that p,Lrt 

of the trouble therein has to do with government regulations, 

meeting fuel sta.~dards, economy standards, pollution star.dards, 

safety standards. Considering the fact the government h~s 

had some impact on Chrysler's present condition, is ther~ 

nothing at all the government can offer Chrysler in easir.e 

regulations. delaying them for a couple years? 

SECRETARY GOLDSCHMIDT: Hr. Monroe. I want to deal with 

the question of whether or not _the government's regulations are 

the problem at Chrysler. It is very hard to say to somebody 

who has turned into a paraplegic or who becomes an epileptic, 

because of an automobile accident, that wasn't their fault 

. 
_. , 

'· 



that there isn't any reason for the government to pay attention 

to tHe safety standards that automobiles have in the Unit~d 

• States. 

• 

• 

Fifty thousand lives have been saved up through 1976. 

Fifty-five thousand, I think, it is. That is growing by t~n 

thousand a year because of the regulations. We probably are 

seeing as many lives saved because of regulations imposed 

on Detroit for the automobile, for safety, as are saved by the 

Health, Education and Welfare programs we have. It is a 

phenomenally i.mport~nt thing. Nobody really wants dirty 

air. It is an interesting thing, but we suspect that the 

Japanese and the Germans can meet these very standards today . 

-·- - -· .. -- · - - - .-.•·-----... --.,.- - - ---.... ----- ----·- --. ·-----•- ... --- -.... - • -- ·· -, . ~ 
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! don't think the answer for the average citizen in this 

country who wants a safe car, an efficient car, and a goad 

product,. is to tell them that they have to get that car by 

making an exception for this company. I do not think th2 

regulations are the problem. I think the· important point 

Chrysler has to get across is this: There are thousands of 

companies, little businesses and large, in the United St3tes 

run by people who work like the dickens to go bankrupt e·1er:1 

year, and they do not come to the Federal Government to ~e 

saved. 

Chrysler is a unique case necauBe of the impact it could 

have on the economy, but not so unique that they cannot oe held 
everything 

to be acc~untable for doing/that they Cdll do to save the:'!lselves. 

That means working with their creditors; that means working 

with their labor organizdtions, ali of that. And I might add, 

their labor organization, the Onit~d Auto Workers, has 

through all of this process not suggested that these standards 

be waived, not once. 

MR. MONROE: Mr. secretary, you said a iew days ago that 

in general you thought it might be a good idea ii ·clte 

Government should do something;- could do something for Chrysler? 

SECRETARY GOLDSCIHUD'l': Tha·c is correct. 

MR. MONROE: Are you not concerned with tha £act that 

I 
t 
• 
I 
i 
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Chrysiet might disappear, go under, and that might have a.r. . 

impadt on transportation, the economy, et cetera? 

SECRETARY GOLDSCHMIDT: Of course I arri concerned. I 2Jn 

cohcerned that we might end up with Gereral Motors, if Clu-ysler 

went out of business, with too :!.arge a share of the market . 

For example, I am sure General Motors wouldn't neces ~-: ar::.ly 

see that as a fair point of view, but I think we have got 

some competition and antitrust issues. But ultimately I c!.Ill 

concerned that we not come to the aid of any company until we 

are absolutely convinceu in using the public's money 

they have done everything for themselves that they can. 
• I t : I ,l o 

I think it is important that those jobs be protected r a~d 

they aren't just jobs in Detroit wLd St. Louis; they are j obs 

all over the United States, but not protected at the expei·.se of 

beginning a pattern which I think Great Britain followed - and 

our country does n..:>t agree with and isn ':~ ,impressed with,. of 

taking over ·companies andtrying to run them. 

MR. COOK: In Portland, the new energy plan which you 

helped put together in· the city will require that homeown:~rs 

when they sell their homes meet some sort of energy audit on 

their homes. Do you think this would be acceptable in t h e 

rest of the country? 

SECRETARY GOLDSCHMIDT: I didn't come to this job to be a 

promoter of the plan, but you have given me an opportunity, I 

think, to describe what the Pres idant has really said to the 

.. 
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countr-f, and it applied to Portland as well. 

There are lots of things we ca~ do to save energy in our 

own conn:nunities; and he has encouraged in every way -- I think 

he should, and I understand him to say he is going to continue 

to do that -- each community to find its o~m level, at its own 

conservation strategy. 

In ours, you describe a requirement that people retrofit 

their homes with insulation as a mandatory requirement five 

years from now, and before the home is sold, it would have to 

meet this energy test. 

I think the ability to finance all of those all over the 

United States would be tough today, and a program would have 

to be put together to do that. 

I think it was a good idea for Portland; I think it will 

work in some commu.~ities; but other communities may find other 

things that are easier to save energy at. 

The other point I want to make is that Portland had a 

test you would only be required to do if it would pay 

itself back in ten years, end I think that is a very important 

cost-effective meas~re that other conmnmities ought to look at. 

MR. FLINT: You used the word 19acc0\mtability" with the 

. automobile industry. Can that accountability be applied to the 

bureaucracy? · For years the three major regulators of the 

automobile lndustry, in pollution, safety and fuel economy, did 

not meet or even work together to keep their orders from 
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conflicting or causing chaos. There are some serious questions 

of the effectbreness of some of the regulations . 

Can there be assessed cm accountability for bureaucracy 

too? 

SECRETARY G(',LDSCHMIDT: I think that is absolutely 

essential. I ha\re been a ser,.rant of a cornmur.i ty of fairly mod­

erate size in Partland, and I ~ow have 112,000 employees workins 

for Jr.e, or a i.ittle less than that, in the Department of Trans­

portationr ar.d I g,.;.ess I am t:?::"ying to say that I think 

management -- and I put that at the top of my list in the 

beginning -· · is essential, and th':! coordination of the cabinet­

level tea.-r w-:>:i:-k that is required is really just as important as 

what I inentioned before . 

I su.:-1pose tl~~ example I could point out is that the 

mileage ce.sting fi:ir fuel efficiency is actuall;t" done by the 

Envi:::-o·:r?.ental !':?:"o·::ection Agency. We are the ones who would 

enforr.e that. We have now got money in our budget to make sure 

t~1at rJ1e matter i,: handled properly. We have to work c!,.psely 

wit-1 them, or we are just going to confuse the automobile 

ir.dustry. I don't have any argument with that. 

If somebody •Jc:.ve me some specific complaints and examples, 

I \•1ill check them out, but I just don't think we can afford 

- to make ·life hard for people that are pc.ying our salaries. 

MS. MITCHELL: At your confirmation hearing, ¥.tr. Secretary, 

you seemed to back away from Brock Adams' commitment to creating 
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the SO-mile-per-gallon car. You said that you would wait to 

talk to the auto industry and others before you decided what 

your target would be. 

Are you backing away from that commitment? Do you think 

that 35 miles per gallon perhaps is more reasonable, and do you 

have any questions about the 27-1/2 mile per gallon mandate 

for 1985 that the auto industry is trying to get relaxed? 

SECRETJ\RY GOLDSCHMIDT: Ms. Mitchell, let me take the 

last part first. I think General Motors'announcernent that they 

will meet t~e fuel economy. standards is message enough that the 

standards were reasonable when they were promulgated. Whether 

they were loaded on the front end too heavily and weak on the 

back end, there is some dj.scussion about that that needs to go 

on. nut ba!:iically I think they have been .;tmportant. 

It is going to save hundreds of millions of gallons of 

gasoline between now and 1990 that we would have otherwise 

used; ani it is critical that we not be buying abroad, because 

of what it is doing to the dollar and. to inflation. 

The reason I was a little bit more careful about the SO-mil · 

standard is this: I suspect that it is not just a matter of 

technology; it is a matter of capital plant investment and 

other tradeoffs, and I would_ like to be sure that ~e process by 

which we· get to the dee is ion 1S open and allows everybody to get 

a voice in. 

The issue is not \olhet~rv.e need to get to a 50-mile-per-



1 

• 

• 

- -· -· -~ ..... · ---- _____ .. __ _ ,,,. ___ - -

18 

gallon average automobile fleet that will save energy, save 

oil; it is a que~tio:1. of how we get there, and how fast. 

'l'he si:and2",rd we have promulgated now takes us into the 

mid-1980s, so we have the time to think it through. 

Hy ~e~ise is that the :Suropeans and the Japanese are a 

little bit ;..head on this· score, but it makes it pretty clear t~:a.:. 

the technology can be gotten there. 

Butr you know, wn~n you live somewhere out in tile open 

spa~es and you live out in the farm country and all you have 

got is farm reads and a long ways to drive, what most of thos ~ 

f.olks are conce;:-ned about is dependability of supply and the 

=eliability of the product th.-::-y b~y . 

If our regulations affect the supply positively but en~ 

wit ... ri a cruli'.rrrJ product, we haven't done our job. So we have t0 

lT'.Z!.ke su?:e we don't regul2.te the industry into a bad procluct. 

Ultimately, that won't keep jobs in America, and ultimately t:1;t 

doesn't bring any confidence about our policy. So I think 

goinq to get there, that is, to some mileage figure, but I d-:rn • t 

• 

thin}:. the Secretary of Transportation n~e:ds to ann,~vnce 1 n ~ :J .' :-n -· "':' 

before hearings and any real evidence: 

MS. MITCHELL: w·nat about the emission standards? Waivai-:: 

have already been granted for part of Chrysler and · rmerioan 

Motors·' fleets. Are you thinking about granting waivers fro,n 

the '81 st2ndards to some of the othe!" auto makers' standards ,- C'" 

well.? 
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SECRETARY GOLDSCHMID'l': Well, I am not involved in the 

decision about whether to waive emission standards, but the 

squeeze that puts the American people in is essentially this: 

We have congressionally adopted standards for air quality 

that we are trying to head toward, and that regulations to 

implement them be adopted by the Department of Environmental 

Quality, the Federal Environmental Protection Agency. It is 

essentia l that everybody recognize that what it is th~ 

automobile doesnct do to clean up the air has been left to local 

co:nnn;.nities, to find other methods to get it done if they \ 

' 
want clean air; and it is a very expensive shift of flnancial 

burden on to the backs of Cittes around the United States, 

and that we should do that only reluctantly; and I think that 

is, in fa=t, the way the Administration has proceeded. 
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The judgment that has been made is not that it is a good 

idea to do it, but the technical problems of getting those air 

quality standards at the same time as we are doing emission 

standards may be too difficult, and we have to be reason.'.1.ble·. 

MR. MONROE: We have about two and a half minutes. 

Secretary Goldschrni.dt, you have said twice on this provr .:- . 

in connection with one thing or another that you have th~ f et•l -

ing the Europeans and Japanese are ahead of us. 'Why <"re the 

European and Japanese automobile companies ahead of Ar,lE~::-lc an 

companies? 

SECRETARY GOLDSCHMIDT: Well, I think the pricinr; o ;-

in those cotmtries has been high for a lonr, time. I ~~ mot. t~· i ·~ •. 

folks have come to recognize the cost of operating an ;mt n­

mobile is a major force in how they make consumer <lec:[, i Pns, 

and the marketplace reflects that already. 

MR. MONROE: You expressed some concern a bit nrp about 

the possibility that if Chrysler went \lllder. there may noc bt: 

a best-possible competitive situation among U.S. autonnb ~~le 

companies. Would you think if Chrysler went u.,der that 

that competitive situation would be somethinr; the r,overn::1t0 nt 

should take a close look at? 

SECRETARY GOLDSCHMIDT: I am not sure we will have to. 1' 

may be that foreign manufacturers will come in and take up 

the slack, but I think it is a factor we need to be aware of. 

If we let this company go, much of what it is they new s,: 1. l lT:.:"\' 
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be picked up by current manufacturers. That would include G.M. 

and Ford in the United States, and, to a lesser extent, foreign 

competitors, and we may end up with a situation in the market­

place where General Notors literally is just such a force that 

the antitrust laws com= into play. 

MR. COOK: The FAA has been criticized over its handling 

of the DC-10, from the original t:ype certification, to the 

cargo door, to the crash in Chicago. W-nat do you propose to 

do to make sure the FP-A.. follows its safety mandates? 

SECRE'!'ARY "GOLDSClfriIDT: The Federal Aviation Administration, 

Hr. Cool~, put everything they had into the certification process 

in-e~amining what th~y did with the DC-10. I am not a 

r,ilot, I don't fly, a..11.d I don't have a great deal of expertise 

at that. But the President, I think, is very concerned that 

~e assure the American public during a time of deregulation 

and reform cf the air industry, where more people are flying, 

that no sacrifices are made on inspection quality, and we will 

appoint, or have appointed, a citizens committee, a blue­

ribbon committee, to look at the way we do business, basically 

just open our books a.11.d say: What can we do better? 

1-IR.. FLINT: Do you intend to rewrite the administration's 

mass t~ansit program? 

SECRETARY GOLDSCID1IDT: I don't think we need to do 

that. What we need to do is implement it and put it on the 

ground. We have been understaffed in the Urban ~~s Transit 

I • 
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Administration, and I think we have get some rules that are 

really bad. ~,ey ar~ just dumb. They take too long for people 

to get thi!lgs done. We will change those. 

MS. MITCHELL: D.)ym have some concerns with airline deregu­

lation about the pcJr safety record or comparatively poor 

safety rec.ord of sor:ie of the small commuter lines that are 

picking ur this routes of the big commercial lineS?. 

SECRETArY GOLDSCHMIDT: Well, Mr. Bond, the FAA Administra­

tor, has b6·~n looki!1.g at that, and I think we need ~o watch it. 

I think it is :m issue that ic being raised it. trucking 

·deregulation, the questicm of whether or not if we deregulate, 

._ we ·will have: let;s s~fety standards. I think the two of them are 

absolutely separate issues. We intend to maintain tough 

saf~ty sta:idards on air; we inte~d to maintain them on 

trucking 7 a.n<l certainly on rail, and t:his administration is 

committed to the idea that travel should be safe. 

HR. MONROE: Thank you, Mr. Secretary, for beinr, with us 

toda.Y' on MEET THE PRESS. 

Next week, our guests will be Jane Fonda and Tom Hayden. 
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