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I have received the report of the panel of experts appointed by

the National Academy of Sciences to evaluate the way the Federal Aviation

Administration regulates the safety of aircraft design, production

and maintenance.
it, I am convinced the report meets my specification for a thorough,

Although I have not yet had the opportunity to thoroughly study
independent, qualified review by outside experts of our certification

system.

I have ordered an immediate analysis of the panel's findings with
the intent of putting into effect promptly any recommendations that

will improve our procedures.

The FAA has been engaged in a process of "self-analysis" for some

time and over the past few months has strengthened and improved its
certification procedures.

I am confident the panel's recommendations will accelerate that

effort.

My thanks to George Low and his panel members for their strong

commitment to greater air safety.
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