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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - JANUARY 1980 

Based on prel iminary r e p o r t s  from t h e  S t a t e  highwayagencies ,  t r a v e l  
.? 14 

during January 1980 on a l l  roads and s t r e e t s  i n  t h e n a t i o n  increased  
by 1.2 percent  a s  compared t o  January 1979, r e s u l t i h g  i n  est imated 
t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  month a t  109,132 mi l l i on  veh ic l e  m i l + s .  This  t o t a l  
inc ludes  36,974 m i l l i o n  veh ic l e  mi les  on main r u r a l r o a d s ,  9,755 m i l l i o n  
veh ic l e  mi les  on o t h e r  r u r a l  roads ,  and 62,403 mi l l i on  veh ic l e  mi les  
on c i t y  s t r e e t s .  I 

I 

Although nationwide t r a v e l  was up by 1.2 percent  i n  January 1980, t h i s  
was l a r g e l y  due t o  t h e  6.1 percent  i nc rease  i n  t h e  Cent ra l  S t a t e s .  The 
weather condi t ions  i n  t h i s  a r e a  caused a  depressed Level of t r a v e l  i n  
January 1979 and thus  r e s u l t e d  i n  a r e l a t i v e l y  high percentage inc rease  
when January 1980 da ta  a r e  compared. 

Travel  f o r  t h e  cur rent  month a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  cumulative yea r ly  t o t a l  on 
main r u r a l  roads and f o r  a l l  roads and s t r e e t s  i s  shown below. S imi lar  
t o t a l s  f o r  each year  s i n c e  1970 a r e  a l s o  included.  

TRAVEL I N  MILLIONS 

Main Rural  Roads ' 

January Year t o  Date 
A l l  Roads and S t r e e t s  

Januqry Year t o  Date 

I 

T r a f f i c  Volume Trends i s  a  monthly r e p o r t  prepared Gy t h e  Planning Serv ices  
Branch, Highway S t a t i s t i c s  Division,  based on hour ly  t r a f f i c  count da ta .  
These da ta ,  c o l l e c t e d  a t  approximately 4,000 continuous t r a f f i c  counting 
l o c a t i o n s  nationwide, a r e  used t o  determine t h e  perqent  change i n  t r a f f i c  
f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  month compared t o  t h e  same month i n  t h e  previous year .  
This percent  change is  appl ied  t o  t h e  t r a v e l  f o r  the/ same per iod  i n  t h e  
previous year  t o  ob ta in  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  period.  

I 

For e x t r a  copies ,  o r  t o  be put  on t h e  monthly mail ing l i s t ,  con tac t :  

Federa l  Highway Administrat ion 
Off ice  of  Publ ic  A f f a i r s ,  Room 4208 
400 7 th  S t r e e t ,  SW. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
Phone (202) 426-0677. 



FIGURE 1 - TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS, BY MONTHS 



FIGURE 3 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS AS PERCENTAGE OF YEAR 1965 
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