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INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM NO, 55 

DATE: JANUARY 10, J9Qa 

SUBdECT: T R A F F I C  VOLUME T R E N ~ S  
I 

PreLiainasy d a t a  fer P o a s ~ b c r  from 546 autorna%ic t ~ a f f i c  
r c c n r d e r s  f n  41 B t a t e s  i ndkca t e - a  decrease of 17.9 p e r c e n t  a s  
czrngared w i t h .  Nrs~cm"bs.z* 18.1126 ' iDcc~ezsas a% s2latirsns l o c a k e d  o~ 
l o c a l  highways wepe 39. 3 percent , ' Detailed d a t a  arc  S a b ~ l n t s d  i n  
table I. * 

\ A  're'vised sunnmary n f  %he Oc't33ei;r daLa, sknwn i n  t a b l e  2 ,  
i n d i c a t e s  slight changes f roh  t h c  Values pu"b2islzed D.r;ccmber I, 
Ihfornzf i n a a l  t4cmo~andum Nn, 51,. 

P *  I n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  chart i t  w i l l  be s een  t h a t  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  
r ~ l a l i n n s h i p  betheen %raffia in 1843 k i t h  t h a t  i n  a cn'rrespanding 
mnnth i h  ctSAl, cl@climhed r"Ll1SgbtLy Prnm Oc'tobe'r t o  Be'crcrnbev in both  
t h e  a r e a  rntioned in Hay 1948 nnd t h e  a.rcs : r? . t ionsd in Dc?cenbcr 

i 

1942.: Again t he  g t . , ~ ,  bot't\?.n,~h t h e ~ d  t w a  areas has  clrlsed slightly. : 

3 %  w i l l b e  obsa'rVcd ( t ~ + b L e  1) t h a , ~  i f n  t h e  sexi theastern  S t a t e s  

p a f  F l n r i B a ,  Gensgia, lirnrtp Crzrnlina, wnd South Czrcslina, t s .a , f f ic  
vnlunes an r u ~ a 1  highwe,ys  in Nnvcmbee exceeded those i l s  November 
1942.. This t r e n d  h a s  'been wpp.rzrent for several r w n t h s  and Its 
exemplified f u r t h e r  fn t h e  d,at& fcw t h e  41 dr=twbridges in e a s t e r n  
N o r t h  Carolina f o r  which  t o t e l  IJovember trii.ff.ic Gas 8,1 p e r c e n t  
g r e a t e r  in 2943 t h z n  fr, 1942 [ t a b l e  3 ) ;  w h i l e  trwffic on I4 trill 
f z c i l i t i a s  Zocs,tcd from Mzinc to F l r i r i d a  was 3 . 5  p e r c e n t  less 
than in Psvember 1942, ; 

D e t r o i t  traffic d u r i n g  the f i r s t  t h r e e  weeks  ~f .Ncv;~ ; tmbsr  
1943 was 20.6 percent  less than  SnNnvember 1942, while t r a f f i c  3% 

26 l o c a t i o n s  on rcral highways i a  Mlehlga,n v3.,ss 28: 3 perecn t  less ' 

than 'a y o a r  ago. Decre8sc;s in t r a f f i c  ir. t h e  c i t y  r f  D e t r o i t ,  
ccrmpared tc) 3.942 traffic, hftve ralzged f r n m  5 Q c 5  peseant  to 20,6 
percent  s ince"  Ailgust 1843, , Zirt t h c  s ant.; perirld ehrrespondf ng trnf; 
f i e  decreases  on ru ra l  highways I n  Michigan have ranged betwocn 
23.3 p e r c e n t  and 35.2 p e r c e n t , :  During August and S e p $ e n b a ~  t h e  
percent%ge decreases  in t r a f f i c  %.,t t h r o e  c i t y  I l . t ca%i~ns  w e r e  abnut  
one-half -these regr-srted in t h c  r u r a l  a r s n s ,  while I n  October  and 
EJovember t h e y  were ~ ~ ~ s n x i m a t e l y  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  those ln tho 
r u r a z  %reas, 

\ 

H. S .  F A I R B A N K ,  D E P U T Y  C O M M I S S I O N E R ,  
P U B L I C  R O A D S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N .  

' Enolqsures., . 
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TABLE 2.--REVISED SUMMARY' OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA F C ~ R  OCTOBER 
1943 INCLUDING 622 STATIONS A N D  46 STATES 

P-708 

I 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  M i s s i s s i p p i  
New Hampshire  . 

Rhode I s l a n d  
Vermon t ' 

- 
12  
29 

~ o u i s i a n a ~  

13.Q 
2 0 . 2  

D e l a w a r e  
~ l b r i d a  
G e o r g i a  
Mary 1 and 
N o r t h  c a r o l i n a 3  
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  

I ~ i r  g i n i a  
I 
1 West  V i r g i n i a  

EAST NORTH CENTRAL 

t I l l i n o i s  
.. I n d i a n a  

M i  c h i  gan 
Ohio  
\Ti  s c o n s i n  

WEST NORTH CENTRAL 

88 I ' . ,  1,5 

A r i z o n a  
Co l o r e d o  
I d a h o  
Man t a n a  
Nevada 
New M e x i c o  ' 
U t a h  
Wyoming 

- r _ _ C 3 _ C . _ _ _ I _ _ _ C  

PACIFIC 
- - -- 

C a l  i f o r n i a  
Oregon 
W a s h i n g t o n  

TOTAL - 46 STATES2 

STATE HIGHWAYS 

6 
Ok 1 ahoma 
T e x a s  

1 0 . 4  

4 
19 

9 
17 
18  

6 
5 

1 0  

94 

2 
2 3  
2 8 
30  
1 1  

1 i23 

MOUNTAIN 

4 
3 

1 4 . 3  
+11 .6  
+ l o .  5 

1 . 1  
+ 2.9 
+ 4 . 1  

16 .9  
1 2 . 5  

-- 
22.2 

25.1 
19 .0  
2 3 . 5  
2 0 . 3  
2 7 . 4  

24.2 , 

2 Includes all S t a t e s  except t h e  following: Minnesota and N e w  Jersey 

894 T I O N 8  JOT IYCL ODBD: 
3 Cefenca activity - 1 e a c h  in Kansas end N o r t h  Carolina, 2 in  Louisiana. 

4 Occasional high c o u n t s  d u e  to military ectivittea - 12 stations i n  N o r t h  Carolina, 1 

1 6 . 8  
I 

1 1 . 9  

20 . 
69 

37 

1.70 

4 51 

LOCdL HIGHWAYS 

R.4 ! l ' I O N & D  M A P  1 9 4 2  

R A T I O N E D  DfiCBMBER 
1942 

Iowa 
~ a n s a s ~  

1 
1 

M i s s o u r i  
N e b r a s k a  
N o r t h D a k o t a  - 
S o u t h  D a k o t a  

2 0 . 4  1 

1 4 . 6  - 

61 

4 

14.1 

7 . 9  

20.1 

Combined State and local highways; 

1 9 , ~  

7 
14 
1 3  
1 2  

6 .  
2 

36 
9 

27 
' 1 2  

10 
9 

1 2 . 9  
1 3 . 0  
3 9 . 2  
1 0 , I  
1 9 . 2  
3 3 . 5  

26.7 
2 2 . 5  
24 .5  
2 6 . 9  
11 .6  
18 .4  

' 20' 

8 
3 
9 

621 

584 

17.6 

1 3 . 1  
2 5 . 2  
19 .8  

16.5 

26.6 














