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PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
PEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WASEINGTON 25, D. C,

INFORMAT |ONAL MEMORANDUM NO. 55
DATE: JaNuARY 10, 1944

,SUBJECT:’TRAFF&C«VOLuME TRENDS

Preliminary data for N ovepber from 546 automatic traffiﬁ‘
‘reenrders in 41 States indicate a decrease of 17.9 percent as.

“compared with November 1942 Decreases at stations located on

local highways were 15.3 percent."vDetailed data are tabulated in
Ctable 1o : :

) A rewvised summary nf th@ Octnmnr data, shown in-table 2,
indicates slight chandes from the walues publlshed December 1,
, Infnrmatlbnal Memorandum Mn.rﬁl. i

Ih the attached chart it will be seen that the percentage
ralationship between traffic in 1943 with that in 2 corresponding
month in 1941, declined slightly from October to November in both
the 2rea rationed in May 1942 and the arez raticned in Deecember
1042, Again the ¢gap betwseh these two areas has clesed slightly.:

- It willbe observed (jable.i);tham in the snutheastern States.
of Florida, Georgia, North Carclina, and South Carolina, traffic
_volumes on rural highways in November exceeded those in November
1942, This trend has been apparent for several months and is
- exemplified further in the data for the 41 drawbridges in eastern
Nerth Carclina for which total November traffic was 8,1 percent
greater in 1943 than in 1942 (1able 3); while traffic on 14 toll
facilities located from Maine to Florids was 3.5 percent less
than in November 1942

Dntr01t traffic during the flrst thrce weeks of Nﬂvemoer
1948 was 20.8 percent less than inNovember 1942 while traffic =at
26 locations on rural highways in Michigan was gs,zypnrcent less
than a year ago, Decreases in traffic in the eity of Detroit,
compared to 1942 traffie, have ranged from 16.5 percent to 20,6
percent since August 1948, Ih thesame perind corresponding traf-
fic deereases on rural highways in Michigan have ranged between
23.1 percent and 35.2 percent.: During August and September the
percentage decreases intraffic at three city locations were about
one-half those repnried in the rural areas, while in October and
November they were 9;prox1mately three~fourths of thesm in the
rural aTe8s.. ! : ‘

‘H. S. FAIRBANK, DepuTY COMMISSIONER,
SR Pustic ROADS ADMINISTRATION,
Enclosures,’ : :
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TABLE 1. ——PRELIMINAHY SUMMARY* OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC HECORDEH DATA FOR

NOVEYBER 1943 INCLUDING 546 STATIONS IN 41 STATES

Funs 7

Type of : s v Percent . Type of b Percent -
highway Ngmber To?al decreasel 'highway . ~Number Total deereage?
and :df @a;ly ; erom and of daily : from
State stations }raf;ic Yov. 1042 State stations|{traffic Nov. 1942
STATE HIGHWAYS STATEUHIGHWAYS
Arizona 5 12,078 . 23.8 Washington 9 14,648 22.3
Arkansas 1 22 | 14,117 25.4 West Virginia 11 14,200 14.8
Colorado 5 | 4,810 29.9 Wisconsin 9 16,726 24,2
Connecticut : 19 50,262 11,6 Wyoming 2 935 + 0.5
Delaware ) 3 7.363 15.9 e R
'Florida 119 21,401 + 8.4 roTAL -
‘Georgia 5 9,067 + 8.4 41 STATES 1518 724,259 " 18.0
“Tdaho LT 9,670 10.2 S ;
CItlinois | 3 2,211 24,1 - LOCAL HIGHWAYS
Towsa e 26 21,421 28.6 :
Kansas? e 7,731 . 26.6 Connecticut 2 592 7.2
 Kentucky , 13 | 13,077 23.2 Georgia 4 944 3.0
‘Louisiana3 = 6 12,375 18,2 Iowa 9 11,024 14.7
‘Maine : ~ 10 10,729 5.1 Kentucky | 140 27.1
Maryland b T e 36,925 3.8 Maryland 1 304 + 9.0 -
Massachusetts | | 8 22,102 5.9 ‘Massachusetts 1 100 66,8
Michigan 26 57,235 28,2 Michigan ' 2 455 31.9
Mississippi | 9 - 10,810 11.9 Montana 2 383 S+ 8.2
Montana ‘ 12 7,085 13.6 Nebraska 1 142 +11.8.
 Nevada . e 13 10,047 40.9 ‘North Dakota 1 244 + 0.4
Nebraska RIS | 8,717 31.8 :Ohio 3 1,219 T 20.4
' New.Hampshire | 17 12,840 7.0 Oregon . Lo 201 - 648
" New York A 7 17,199 9.5 ‘Rhode Island: 1 . 302 18.2
‘North Caralina* 19 | 26,434 + 0.6 - ‘Tennessee ‘ L2 845 - 15,9
North Dakota 11 | 4,269 18.9 Wisconsin 2 339 23.0
Ohio ol 28 7} 45,943 24,5 e - ——
7 Oklahoma 20 29,501 25.0 TOTAL = . . -
" ‘Oregon , 2 3,676 26.5 15 STATES 33 7,234 15,3
- ‘Pyennsylvan‘ila : 30 43,621 | 19,2 gE. PRE - :
‘Rhode Island 3| 4,730 7.6 ALL HIGHNAYS S
South Carolina -6 - 8,679 + 7.8 41 STATES? 546 731, 498 17.9
Sotith Dakota 9 5,828 19.2 s - :
Tennesseed’ 1 .| 2,901 13.9 RAPIONED ARE4" :
Texas 67 . |103,021 19.0 LU MAY 1942 163 | 259,544 6.5
Utah 8 7,924 17.4 = - : :
" Vermont 2 1,383 20.1 RATIONED ARE4 ot
‘ergxnxa 5 | 10,568 23.1 DECEKBER 1942 383 471,948 23,1

-and New Mexico.

 srarIoNs #O? INCLUDED:

:‘2 !nclude: all States except the follownng

"J Plus sign before percen!nge xndieates 1ncrease

L

< numbers of Saturdays and Sundays between this year and lnlt.\

“535Defense lctivity -~1 each in Kansas nnd Tennessee, 2 in Louisiana.
AT 3 Occasionll high counts dun to military activities '» 10 stations in North Carolina,

__*'Detn from some States cover only & portxon of the month, or have not. been ldjunted for the d:fference in

A!nbnma. Culzforniu, Indiena, Minnesata. Mi:loutx. New Jersey.-;







TABLE 2.—~REVISED SUMNARY OF AUTOHATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR OCTOBER

EE T T

1943 INCLUDING 621 STATIONS AND 46 ST4TES

“Geographic |  Number Percent Geographic Number Percent
‘'division of "decrease from division | ‘of decrease from
end State stations October 10482 and State stations| October 1042
- NEW ENGLAND 66 “13.0 EAST SOUTH CENTRAL 38 17.4
: ;‘~Connecticut 21 15.0 Alabamé 10 il,S
- Maine c 10 10.5 Kentucky 12 24.8
. Massachusetts 9 9.4 - Mississippi 8 7.2
2 New Hampshire 18 12.7 Tennessee . 3 21.5
Rhode Island - 11.1 — s ~
iVermont ‘ 5 17.6 WEST SOUTH CENTRAL 115 16.3
f“‘“‘ MIDDLE ATLANTIC 4l 17,3 | Arkansas 20 23.9
: R - : Louisian33 6 10.4
Ngw York ; 12 ©13.0 Ok!ahoma 20 20.4
’Penn§ylvania 29 20.2 ‘Teéxas 69 14.6
SOUTH ATLANTIC~‘ 88 1.5 YOUNTAIN 61 19.7
ﬁ"* Delaware 4 14.3 Arizons 4 16.8
}‘ Florida 19 +11.6 Colorado 3 11.9
. Georgia 9 +10.5 Idaho 7 12.9
$  . Maryland 17 1.1 Montana 14 13.0
. North Carolina® * 18 + 2.9 Nevada 13 39.2
P . South Carolina 6 + 4.1 New Mexico ' 12 10.1
L . Virginia 5 - - 16.9 Utah i 6 19.2
L oo ~West ergxnla 10 12.5 Wyoming 2 33.5
EAST NORTH CENTRAL 94 22.2 PACIFIC 20 17.6
~,III1noxs 2 25,1' ’Califbrnia 8 13.1
Indiana = 23 19.0 Oregon 3 25.2
Michigan 28 23.5 Washington 9 19.8
Ohio 30 20.3 » , Spue
“Wisconsin 11 27.4 TOTAL ~ 46 STATES? 621 16.5
WEST NORTH CENTRAL | 103 24,2 |STATE HIGHWAYS 584 16.5
Towa ) 36 - 26.7 LOCAL HIGHWAYS 37 14.1.
‘Kansasa, 9 29,5 T i i . ;
 Missouri 27 24,5 R4TIONED MAY 1942 170 7.9
 Nebraska T 12 26.9 ' L o
 North Dakota 10 11.6 RATIONED DECEMBER L
South Dakota 9 18.4 1942 ‘ 451 20.1

1 Cnmbined State and local htghways.
2 Includes all States except the following:
<STATIONS -NOT INGLDDED. : )
3fDefenee activity - 1. each in Kansas and North Carolina, 2 in Louisiana.

Minnesota and New Jersey

4 Occasi,onal high counts due to military activities » 12 stgt;uns in North Carolina.







. : TAE’LE 3. --—TRAF'FIC VOLW!&' DATA FOR NOVEWBER 1943 BY VEHICLE TYPES COMPARED WITH
e : SI}[ILAR INFORNATION FOR NOVEMBER 1942 AT TOLL FACILITIES. - WHERE AVAILABLE,
' COHPAHISONS ARE‘ SEGVN FOR 1941 ,

Poras

AREA RATIONED HAY 1942

,Percentage change Percentage change

S Novesbier 1943 from 1042 from 1941
- : E B ° . ’ ’ - Trucks ¢ 1 Trueks 1. Trucks
Total Pagsenger| .4 Total| P2esenger| and | Tota]| Passengen and
cars busses ears - | busges ‘ G878 | busses

11 factlztzes ~ Haine to Flonda‘1.720.967 LM5,414 275,5531-.8.8] -~ 5.8 |-8.0|-27.9 -351.5 |+ 4.8
TOTAL ~ 14 facilities: ﬂame ‘ o : : ‘

to Florida - 1,785,317 |1,500,798|984,529 |~ 3.5 - 3.6 |- 2.9
Miscellaneous locations mot DENEA P :
included above:

41 drawbridges in eastern

Y

North Carolina® {(not tol1) = " | 23,054/ = 20,383] 3,571|+ 8.1| + 8.9 |+ 3.6[26.1| -20.7 |+ 4.4
‘Sumner Traffic Tannel - Boston | = ) i
first two weeks - .} 202,187) 183,867 18,320-10.2| -10.7 |- 4.2i-26,5 | -27.6 I~ 13.8
11 stations in Washington, ' ' o :
) D.C.:(not tol1)3 o o16,8700  -e- -e- je6u9l - -~ |-27.5 -- .-
i 3 stations in Detroit,Michigan : . L - :
R f‘“‘&w . .3 weeks (not toll)* i 843,320 eme == |T20.6]. -- -
LA Fleetwood Viaduct, Westch o B R ,
S County, New York @ . -} 148,351] 148,351} --- [|-13.8] -13.8. | -- |-s7.0! -57.0 -

- Pennsylvenia Turnpike | 79,737| 54,590| 25,147 |-15.5| -19.6 |- 5.0}56.1] -64.7 |- 6.7
‘ 3 ) ' Ll ‘ ] AREA RATIONED DECEMBER 1942

"3 facilities on eastern L ) ’ : . |
Canadian Border | 101,410 00,023} 11,387 |-12.7| -15.0 |+10.6 |-24.3 | -27.9 |+25.6

S : 2 fecilities in the Great . . . )
™ Lakes area S 69,180 | * 42,574] 26,606 |-22.5| -42.9 |+81.4[-25.7 | -47.3 {1157
: Subtotal - § facilities | . 170,590| 132,597 37,9931-17.0] =-26.5 |+s52.2)-2u.9:| ~35.5 |+r7.6

8 facilities on the Ohio Rwer | 347,182| 271,313] 75,860 }-21.2| -26.5 |+ 6.1}30.7 | -35.0 - - 9.8
11 facilities in the Ohio : : :

River area : | 138,444| 106,085| 32,350 |- 9.6| -14.9 [+13.6[-21.5| -26.1 |- 1.5
Subtotel ~ 19 facxlsttas L #85‘,826 377,398|108,228|~18.2| -23.6 |+ 8.3 "28.3 -32.7 - 7.4
7 facilities on the Missipp: i s
and St, Croix Rivers, St. : i ol E .
Louis and north . - -T19,872 5._31,155' 188,706‘ -23.8] -27.8 |- 9.8]-34,0 -38.6 -~ 16.9 .
4. facilities on the. stsxppx N . S i :
River south of St. Leuis’ ‘| 796,379 64,252f 32,127 |- 4.7| - 7.2 [+ 0.5
Subtotal = 11 fac-.zines .| aze,zs1| ses,u18|220,833 |-22.0] -26.0 |- 8| | .
4 facilities on the Missouri ‘ ' | ) )
,River . ) F e 97,304 73,309| 23,995 (-15.7| -20,2 |+ 1.7([-18.5 [ -21.7 -7.0
2 facilities in, the Missouri . |~ . . . ) ) -
Rlver area . - 1,968 1,510 ‘458 |-25.1 -33.7 . +30,1{-47.7 | -51.2 -31.8
Subtotol - & facilities . . 99,272 74,819| 24,u53|-15.9| "-20.5 |+ 2.2|-19.4| -g2.6 |- 7.6
3 facilities in California 1,742,887 [1,535,216207,671]-18.9| -21.2 |+ 3.3|-17.2| -21.1 | +29.0

. 4 facilities in the Wa.shingto'n" 181,177 151,229( 29,948|-11.9{ -15.7 [+13.9]~ 9.2 -15.3 | +42.5
. Oregon area e N : . )

Subtotal -7 faczltttes ©o | 1e2u 084 1,688,445 287',619 -18.3| -20.7 |+ 4.6|-16.5| -20.6 +30.5

IOTAL .48 facilitigs in the - ] ;
area rationed December 1942 - . |3,495,803|2,866,677629,126 |-19.1 =226 |+ 1.9

46 of the 48 facilities for - - o S
which date were reported for } ‘ :

3 1941 - |a.4u4,007|2,836,123{ 607,884 -19.2{ . -22.7 |+ 2.3[-23.2| -27.3 |+ u.3
6 facilities reporting only : ‘ o
total trafﬁc ) : S . 402, 247 - 8.7
. 1. Thene ftcilitiel have comparstive dltq for 1941, lBli.vand 1943 and are sncluded in the 14 facilities

from Mnlne to Flarida. H
2. :Total of bne 8~ hcur lunkday and enn 8-hour Sundly eaunt at 41 drawbridges.

3. “Based on weckd:y tt.ffle. g
U, Not: lec-ted in the tla!orn tro-. but listed here to -how canparuon with other city traffic,
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PERCENT OF TRAFFIC IN CORRESPONDING MONTH, 1941
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