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Introduction

Hello all. As Bob pointed out, I’m Paul Burley from the Northwestern University Transportation Library. I’m so pleased to speak with you all today about RDA, which I’ll remind you stands for Resource Description and Access, the replacement for AACR2.

We, meaning the Transportation Library, have performed all of our original cataloging in RDA, and a good amount of copy cataloging to RDA as needed, and we’ve done so for 13 months now. To date we’ve created or modified 1,974 bibliographic records and 2,813 authority records.

Note: this presentation consists of the usual slides, with the usual discussion.

And, to keep everyone engaged and awake, there’s a ton of quiz questions in this presentation. It’s just like library school. You can enter the answers in the chat box to the lower left of your screen for everyone to see if you’re feeling brave. Note that I can’t actually see the chat box myself during the presentation, but we’ll keep on trucking.

Today I’m going to provide neither an introduction to RDA or an overview to RDA. I’m not going to answer:

what is RDA, or
how do I create an RDA record
how to catalog a translation of Harry Potter or catalog a music score.

There are a multitude of those presentations out there—notably the training materials at the Library of Congress.

So, this is not an introduction to RDA. It’s time to move on.


I am going to cover
some points about RDA that I learned in 2013 through my day-to-day cataloging in RDA
these points, for the most part, have been time-saving measures for us

And as always, this presentation is going to focus on transportation materials—i.e., the online & print technical report. 
 
So, let’s start with a quiz.



quiz #1 

 Your library must adopt RDA in the near future. 
 
 A) True 
 B) False 
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Presentation Notes
B) False




point #1 

  

 you don’t have to adopt RDA if you’re 
 not a PCC library* 
 
 
*and we (Northwestern) don’t use RDA for every 
record 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, I’m repeating this point from last year, because it’s worth repeating. If you’re not a PCC library (PCC being the Program for Cooperative Cataloging), you can continue to catalog in AACR2 or some other metadata standard.

At Northwestern Transportation we perform all our original cataloging in RDA

We upgrade some copy cataloging to RDA in OCLC—either because they’re publications from TRB, FHWA, Wiley, etc.

Or, sometimes we have to edit heavily so we just upload them as RDA because we’ve already done the work locally.

Note: we don’t use RDA or AACR2 at all for our environmental impact statements – we use a very simple locally-defined record that meets our needs.



quiz #2 

An RDA record (in MARC) is identified by: 
 
a) the presence of ǂe rda in the 040 field 
b) the lack of abbreviations, like “Department” 
instead of “Dept.” 
c) relationship designators like “author” after 
an added entry for an author 
d) the presence of 3XX fields (336, 337, 337) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Answer: A)

I’m also repeating this point from last year, because it’s worth repeating.

So, B, C, & D are all points that are widely discussed about RDA—the lack of abbreviations, the relationship designators, the 3XX fields.

However, B), C), and D) can and do occur in both RDA and AACR2  records—even if we didn’t commonly see them in the past.

Note: as you see in Answer A) above, an 040 field with ǂe rda, is an absolute requirement in an RDA, and how we identify an RDA record.



point #2 

  

  there are abbreviations in RDA-- 
  and they appear frequently 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So initially the big hoopla about RDA was that “there aren’t going to be any abbreviations in RDA, and we’re going to spell everything out, and it’ll take forever to type out everything, and…”

There’s two problems with this:

Abbreviations definitely appear in RDA; and,
As the quiz pointed out, don’t take the lack of abbreviations to think that you’re not dealing with an RDA record.

Why?



example 

  

   

264 _1 College Station, TX : Southwest Region University Transportation Center […] 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In RDA we transcribe what appears on the piece.

So in the example above, which I chopped out of a SWUTC report, we have a place of publication with an acronym.

In an RDA record I won’t spell out TX (technical an acronym, not an abbreviation)—I’ll transcribe it into the record just as you see at the bottom.



example 

  

   
710 2_ |a Southwest Region University Transportation Center (U.S.) 
 
710 2_ |a FAMU-FSU College of Engineering (Tallahassee, Fla.) 
 
710 2_ |a Northwestern University (Evanston, Ill.) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also, numerous geographic abbreviations remain in the authority file—and you’ll see these in most transportation-related record.



quiz #3 

A minimal-level record in OCLC is identified by 
Encoding Level (“ELvl”) = : 
 
a) I 
b) L 
c) K 
d) blank 
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Correct answer: c) K

And actually the others are all full-level records –

blank

Full-level. The most complete MARC record. The record's information is derived from a physical inspection of the item. Code blank is used by authorized national bibliographic agencies and libraries participating in PCC (BIBCO and CONSER). BIBCO and CONSER records will contain an authentication code in field 042.

I 

Full-level input by OCLC participants. A record that conforms to OCLC's level I input standard. The level I input standard represents full cataloging. Use level I when transcribing LC or NLM copy.

L 

Full-level input added from a batch process. A full-level record batchloaded from an institution other than LC, NLM, BL, NLC or NLA.

K 

Less-than-full input by OCLC participants. A record that conforms to OCLC's level K input standard. The level K input standard represents less-than-full cataloging.



point #3 

  

 you can create a minimal-level  record 
 in RDA 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, on reflection, I think I’ve presented a lot of very long, complex examples of RDA records. That does reflect a lot of our day-to-day work in RDA, but it’s possible to create a brief, OCLC-compliant record in RDA.

And, last month Mary Moulton and Megan Teitjen presented a wonderful TLR on a minimal-level record for the NTL. This challenged me to think, “what would a minimal-level RDA record, in line with OCLC guidelines look like?”
 



example (in MARC) 
000  00872cam a2200217Ki 450 
001  6808983 
005  20140122095259.0 
008  131125s2013 cau 000 0 eng d 
035  __ |a (OCoLC)ocn864037903 
040  __ |a JCR |b eng |e rda |c JCR 
049  __ |a JCRA 
100  1_ |a Lu, Xiao-Yun. 
245  12 |a A combined quantitative and qualitative approach to planning for improved 
intermodal connectivity at California airports / |c project team: Dr. Xiao-Yun Lu and Dr. 
Geoffrey D. Gosling. 
264  _1 |a Richmond, CA : |b California PATH Program, Institute of Transportation Studies, 
University of California Berkeley, |c 2013. 
300  __ |a 65 pages 
336  __ |a text |b txt |2 rdacontent 
337  __ |a unmediated |b n |2 rdamedia 
338  __ |a volume |b nc |2 rdacarrier 
700  1_ |a Gosling, Geoffrey David. 
710  2_ |a Partners for Advanced Transit and Highways (Calif.) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en/onlinecataloging.html#BCGGBAFC

So, according to OCLC documentation, the level K input standard represents “less-than-full cataloging”.

Subject headings: not required
I’ve included one 710.




example (in catalog) 

Author, etc.:  Lu, Xiao-Yun. 
Title:  A combined quantitative and qualitative approach 
to planning for improved intermodal connectivity at California 
airports / project team: Dr. Xiao-Yun Lu and Dr. Geoffrey D. 
Gosling. 
Publisher: Richmond, CA : California PATH Program, Institute of 
Transportation Studies, University of California Berkeley, 
Date:  2013. 
Description: 65 pages 
Other authors, titles, etc.: 
  Gosling, Geoffrey David. 
  Partners for Advanced Transit and Highways (Calif.) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Example in the catalog



quiz #4 

The following are examples of RDA-compliant 
relationship designators: 
A) Southwest Region University Transportation Center 
(U.S.), ǂe sponsoring body. 
B) Sarmiento, Roberto, ǂe author. 
C) National Research Council (U.S.). ǂb Transportation 
Research Board, ǂe issuing body. 
D) all the above 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Answer: D) all the above
Reminder: A relationship designator describes the relationship between a resource and a person, corporate body, etc. They’re placed after an authorized access points.



point #4 

  

 An authorized access point can have 
 more than one relationship 
 designator 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This wasn’t something I initially knew going into RDA, but it’s extremely useful for transportation resources.
Why? Our corporate bodies—DOTs, UTCs, agencies, etc. often have more than one relationship to work. Funding—publishing—authorship—etc. That’s something you all in the transportation world are quite aware of.
So the combination of “ǂe issuing body + ǂe sponsoring body” is something I see or use every day.



example (in MARC) 
100  1_ |a McCray, Talia M., |e author. 
245  10 |a Cycling in the African-American community : |b safety training guidelines and 
findings / |c Talia McCray, assistant professor, The University of Texas at Austin School of 
Architecture Community and Regional Planning Program, Teri Durden, graduate research 
assistant, The University of Texas at Austin School of Architecture Community and Regional 
Planning Program, and Eileen Schaubert. 
264  _1 |a College Station, Texas : |b Southwest Region University Transportation Center, 
Texas A&M Transportation Institute, Texas A&M University System, |c 2013. 
[…] 
536  __ |a Performed by Center for Transportation Research, University of Texas at Austin, 
sponsored by Southwest Region University Transportation Center |b DTRT12-G-UTC06 |f 161228 
500 __ |a "Supported by a grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation, University 
Transportation Centers Program"--Technical report documentation page. 
710  2_ |a Southwest Region University Transportation Center (U.S.), |e issuing body, |e 
sponsoring body. 
710  2_ |a University of Texas at Austin. |b Center for Transportation Research. 
710  2_ |a University Transportation Centers Program (U.S.), |e sponsoring body. 
856  41 |3 Online access (Northwestern) |u  
http://files.library.northwestern.edu/transportation/ 



example (in catalog) 
Author, etc.:  McCray, Talia M., author. 
 
Title:  Cycling in the African-American community : safety training guidelines and findings / Talia McCray, 
assistant professor, The University of Texas at Austin School of Architecture Community and Regional Planning 
Program, Teri Durden, graduate research assistant, The University of Texas at Austin School of Architecture 
Community and Regional Planning Program, and Eileen Schaubert. 
 
Publisher:  College Station, Texas : Southwest Region University Transportation Center, Texas A&M 
Transportation Institute, Texas A&M University System, 2013. 
 
Description:  xii, 20 pages : color illustrations, color map 
 
Notes:  "Supported by a grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation, University Transportation 
 Centers Program"--Technical report documentation page. 
 Performed by Center for Transportation Research, University of Texas at Austin, sponsored by 
 Southwest Region University Transportation Center DTRT12-G-UTC06 
 
Other authors, titles, etc.: 
 Southwest Region University Transportation Center (U.S.), issuing body, sponsoring body. 
 University of Texas at Austin. Center for Transportation Research. 
 University Transportation Centers Program (U.S.), sponsoring body. 



quiz #5 

 Every authorized access point in an RDA record 
 must have a relationship designator. 
 
 A) True 
 B) False 
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B) False




point #5 

  

 an authorized access point may have 
 no relationship designator 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While we’d like to assign a relationship designator to every entry in a record, sometimes:
I leave them off either by omission or for brevity.
More commonly, we’ve never really come to agreement on what to do with a corporate body that’s associated with the authorship of a technical report. Certainly the authors work at the center above; the center could be the author of the report; but since it’s more like an “associated body”, we’ve never clarified this role; as RDA develops, or I follow up on this, it’ll become clear in the future.
I’ll refer back to the slides above: 
University of Texas at Austin. |b Center for Transportation Research.




quiz #6 

The statement of responsibility in the 245 field of an RDA record: 
 
 a) must include all authors and their affiliations as found on 
 the title page 
 b) can be abbreviated, e.g.: ǂc Mary Moulton [and nine 
 others].  
 c) can be abbreviated, e.g., ǂc Mary Moulton [et al.]. 
 d) all of the above. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Prior to presenting this quiz, remind everyone what the statement of responsibility is, and that it goes into the 245 $c)

Answer: B



point #6 

 if you have an author, you have a 
 main entry* 
 
 
 
  (*author who’s a person) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a point where the practice in RDA differs quite a bit from that in AACR2.



example (AACR2) 
040  __ |a TRL |c TRL |d JCR 
049  __ |a JCRA 
245  00 |a Methodology and guidelines for regulating traffic flows under air quality constraints in 
metropolitan areas |h [electronic resource] / |c by Yunlong Zhang ... [et al.]. 
260  __ |a College Station, TX : |b University Transportation Center for Mobility, Texas Transportation 
Institute, Texas A & M University System, |c [2010] 
300  __ |a 87 p. : |b digital, PDF file with ill. (chiefly col.). 
650  _0 |a Traffic flow. 
650  _0 |a Air quality management. 
700  1_ |a Zhang, Yunlong, |d 1964- 
710  1_ |a United States. |b Department of Transportation. |b Research and Innovative Technology 
Administration. 
710  2_ |a Texas Transportation Institute. |b University Transportation Center for Mobility. 
856  40 |3 Online access |u 
http://files.library.northwestern.edu/transportation/online/unrestricted/2010/UTCM-08-35-17.pdf 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note in this TTI we actually had four authors, and according to the “rule of 3”, we only transcribed the first author.
Then, there was no author main entry—meaning the added entry for the author became a 700, as you see far down the record in this example.



example (RDA) 
035  __ |a (OCoLC)ocn865776269 
040  __ |a JCR |b eng |e rda |c JCR 
043  __ |a n-us--- 
049  __ |a JCRA 
088  __ |a SWUTC/13/600451-00013-1 
100  1_ |a Eisele, William L., |e author. 
245  10 |a Investigation of improvements to truck volume assignments and public transportation 
benefits methodologies in TTI’s Urban mobility report / |c by William L. Eisele, Ph.D., P.E., senior research 
engineer, Texas A&M Transportation Institute [and four others]. 
264  _1 |a College Station, TX : |b Southwest Region University Transportation Center, |c 2013. 
300  __ |a xiv, 51 pages : |b illustrations (some color) 
336  __ |a text |b txt |2 rdacontent 
337  __ |a computer |b c |2 rdamedia 
338  __ |a online resource |b cr |2 rdacarrier 
856  40 |3 Online access |u 
http://files.library.northwestern.edu/transportation/online/unrestricted/2013/SWUTC-13-600451-00013-1.pdf 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note in a similar report, now cataloged in RDA, we lose the “et al.”, and it’s replaced by “and X other”, in this case, “and 4 others.” This option has saved us a stunning amount of time—if you’d like, you can even use “and 2 others.”

Note a big difference, however—in the past the access point for the author William L. Eisele would have been placed in a 700 at the bottom of the record—

In RDA there will always be a main entry. So my single named author is placed in a 100, as you see above, and as a rule of thumb, if you have an author (who’s a person, not a corporation), you’ll have author main entry.



quiz #7 

The 3XX fields record aspects of a resource such as: 
 A) content type, such as “text” 
 B) media type, such as “computer” 
 C) carrier, such as “online resource” or “volume” 
 D) all of the above 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Answer: D) All of the above



point #7 

  

 the 3XX fields in RDA records don’t 
 vary much;  
  enter them as constant data 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The MARC 3XX fields found in RDA records, namely the 336, 337, and 338 fields, were the subject of much discussion during the introduction  of RDA and in training.

I’ll readily admit that this was a part of RDA that worried me a lot—it seemed like the 3XX fields were complex, used a lot of counterintuitive language, and I’d be spending a lot of time parsing these out.

In reality and in my day-to-day practice, they’re both formulaic and vary little—we work with few materials types—basically print materials, electronic technical reports, and the occasional CD-ROM or thumb drive—

I simply use constant data in OCLC Connexion to supply these.



example (print resource) 
 
 

336  __ |a text |b txt |2 rdacontent 
337  __ |a unmediated |b n |2 rdamedia 
338  __ |a volume |b nc |2 rdacarrier 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s like a Chinese menu—just choose A, B, or C.

Use constant data to simply add the above for a print resource --



example (online resource) 
 
 

336  __ |a text |b txt |2 rdacontent 
337  __ |a computer |b c |2 rdamedia 
338  __ |a online resource |b cr |2 rdacarrier 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And for an online resource.



quiz #8 

If a report issued by Northwestern University had no 
place of publication, in RDA we would record the place 
of publication as: 
 A) [Evanston, Illinois] 
 B) [Place of publication unknown] 
 C) [S.l.] 
 D) [Evanston, IL] 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Answer A) above is correct because in RDA we’re encouraged to supply a place of publication—a practice somewhat different than AACR2.



point #8 

 transportation-related technical  
  reports only use the MARC 264 
  second indicator “1” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So another change in RDA is that we’d be using a 264 field to record publication information—place of publication, publisher, and date.

Previously we’d used the 260 field.



example (prior practice) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

260 __ |a College Station, Tex. : |b Texas Transportation Institute, |c [2012] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And for an online resource.



MARC (current practice) 
 

264 
 
 Second indicator: 
  1  Publication 
  2  Distribution 
  3  Manufacture 
  4  Copyright notice date 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now we use the 264 field for the same purpose.

It also has a choice of first and second indicators—the second indicators are what we want to discuss here.

As you can see above, there are now four possible second indicators—and I’ll admit during our training it worried me a lot about how to use these correctly.



example (RDA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

264 _1 |a College Station, TX : |b Texas Transportation Institute, |c [2012] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And for a technical report, in almost all cases.



example (RDA) 

 
 
264  _1 |a New York : |b Springer, |c [2013] 
264  _4 |a ©2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For a monograph, in this case a Springer publication.



quiz #9 

 Within an RDA authority record for a corporate 
 body, you would not find the following relationship 
 designator: 
 A) author 
 B) successor 
 C) predecessor 
 D) mergee 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A) author



quiz #9 (quick follow-up) 

  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A) author



quiz #9 (quick follow-up) 

  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A) author



point #9 

 in authority records the public-
 display MARC 678 field “biographical 
 or historical data” is highly beneficial 
 for the public and for catalogers 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And turning over to authority records, after we’ve focused on bibliographic records…


The MARC 678 field “biographical or historical data” isn’t new, and has nothing specifically to do with RDA. But it’s something that’s been emphasized in the RDA era.

And I find it very useful.

I use this field most often to record corporate histories, which occur all over transportation records—authority records for railroads, airlines, universities, research centers, etc.—almost all of them with some kind of complex history.

Note that this field isn’t just for catalogers—it displays to the public—and in light of that, I think they perform a good public service.



example 

Corporate name:  Statens järnvägar (Sweden) 
Variant(s)  Chemins de fer de l'Etat de Suede 
   Sweden. Swedish State Railways 
See also:  Product of a split: EuroMaint AB 
   Product of a split: Green Cargo AB 
   Product of a split: ISS TraffiCare AB 
   Product of a split: Jernhusen AB 
   Product of a split: SJ AB 
   Product of a split: Unigrid AB 
Biography/History note: Swedish State Railways was formed 1856, and 
reorganized in 1888. Most activities of Statens järnvägar were transferred to 
six different companies on Jan. 1, 2001: SJ AB, Green Cargo AB, Jernhusen 
AB, TraffiCare AB, EuroMaint AB, and Unigrid AB. Statens järnvägar now only 
manages railway leasing operations with 10 employees. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So in this example this is:

A corporate body for which we have a large number of materials, and
It has a really complex devolution. This is what publically displays on the Library of Congress Authorities website for the general public.



example 

Corporate name:  USAir (Firm) 
Variant(s):  U.S. Air 
   US Air 
   USAir, Inc. 
See also   Mergee: Pacific Southwest Airlines 
   Mergee: Piedmont Airlines 
   Predecessor: Allegheny Airlines 
   Successor: US Airways 
Biography/History note Allegheny Airlines became USAir, Inc. in 1979. 
USAir Group, Inc. was formed in 1983 with USAir, Inc. as its principal 
subsidiary. USAir purchased Pacific Southwest Airlines (PSA) in 1988 and 
Piedmont Airlines in 1989. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So in this example this is:

A corporate body for which we have a large number of materials, and
It has a really complex devolution. This is what publically displays on the Library of Congress Authorities website for the general public.



quiz #10 

 RDA is used only within the MARC encoding 
 schema. 
  
 A) True 
 B) False 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
B) False



point #10 

  
 you can use RDA outside MARC; and 
 indeed, we’ve already implemented it 
 in our EADs at Northwestern 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
RDA was supposedly created to be encoding scheme agnostic; those are the examples you’ve seen above.

But the days of MARC are numbered, and its replacement is already in planning.

And we (Northwestern) do indeed use RDA now in our EAD finding aids.

All encoded name headings across all the finding aids at the NU were batch converted into RDA.






example 

Collection Title: College of Arts and Sciences Department of Mathematics 
Departmental Files 
 
Dates:   1936-1946 
 
Subjects 
 Northwestern University (Evanston, Ill.)--Faculty 
 Northwestern University (Evanston, Ill.). Department of Mathematics 
 Mathematics--Study and teaching (Higher)--Illinois--Evanston 
 
Container List / Contents 
 Correspondence of Departmental Chairman - Elton James Moulton, 1935-1943 
 Correspondence Of Departmental Chairman - Harold T. Davis, 1943-1955 
 Applications and Jobs Available 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So in this example, from the Main Archives at Northwestern, you have:

Northwestern University (Evanston, Ill.). Department of Mathematics fully spelled out in its RDA-compliant form;

Formerly this was abbreviated Dept.



example 

Sub-Series 2: Miscellaneous 
 Item 1: Guía Peuser, 1960 
  Dimensions: 14 x 10 cm 
  ID: ARG-X-001 
  Language: Spanish 
  Pagination: 176 pages 
  Place of publication: Buenos Aires, Argentina 
  Publisher: Sociedad Anónima Comercial e  
  Industrial 
  Subject: Buenos Aires (Argentina)--Guidebooks 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this item, chopped out of the William Luke collection of bus archival materials, you see we have “pages” fully spelled out as you’d see in a MARC bibliographic record.

These aren’t exactly huge changes, but it’s important to note that RDA isn’t wedded solely to the MARC record.

And, we’ve already implemented it in other metadata formats—to date, EAD, but in the future, who knows.
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