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PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION 
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

1 NFORMAT lONAL MEMORANDUM 

DATE: FEBRUARY 28, 1947 
- 

SUBJECT: TRAFF I C  VOLUME TRENDS 

With the  beginning o f  the  new year ,  sane changes a re  being 

4- 
madein the  comparisons t o  b e  shown i n  these  b u l l e t i n s .  T r a f f i c  
e s t i m a t e s  f o r  each  month d u r i n g  1941 will be compared wi th  
t h o s e  f o r  t he  corresponding months i n  1842, t he  high t r a f f i c  
y e s r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  war; i n  1949, t h e  war y e s r  with t h e  lowest 
t r a f f i c ;  and i n  1946, t h e  l a t e s t  previous  year. Est imates  of 
t h e  v a r i a t i o n  o f  urban t r a f f i c  also will be given,  using a l l  
ava i l ab le  t r a f f i c  data, including da ta  f o r  t o l l  f a c i l i t i e s  v i t h -  
i n  o r  immediately ad jacent  t o  urb-an areas f o r  t h e , u s e  o f  which 

,te on ly  nominal charges a re  made. 

On t h e  b a s i s  of p re l imina ry  f i g u r e s ,  t r a f f i c  during Jen-  
I uary  1947 was considerably higher  than i n  any previous January. 

A s  t he  winter  traffic figures a re  g r e a t l y  a f f e c t e d  by weather, 
t h i s  may have been due, i n  p a r t ,  t o  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  f a v o r a b l e  
d r i v i n g  cond i t ions  over much of  t h e  country. ~ n c r e a s e s  were 
found on main highways, l o c a l  roads,  and city s t r e e t s  as  f o l -  
1 ows : 

\ 
Percentage change from 

1942 2943 3Q46 

Main roads t14. 9 t €39. 2 f 8 e 1  
Local roads t21. 3 $91.0 +18. 9 
A l l  r u r a l  roads fl8*? .).as* 7 +11* 3. 
c i t y  s t r e e t s  $14.7 C14+ 4 t 91.0 

Average $15*7 4-81.4 $ 1 0 a  0 

I 
I The changes i n  r u r a l  t r a f f i c  volumes by geographic regions 

- were as follows: 

Pepcentage change from 
$8. 1941 1943 1948 

i 

Eastern regions 4-12~ 6 +105. 8 4-27.9 
Centra l  regions f 14.6 + 14.5 f 5.7 
Western regions 4-34.3 ' t3.30* I t14.7 
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TABLB I. --PRBLIMINARY SUMMARY OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC HBCORDGR DATA FOR 
JANUARY 1947 INCLUDING 590 STATIONS IN 43  STATGS1 

'Type of highway 
and S t a t e  

STATE HIGBUAYS 

Connecticut 

Connecticut 

Massachusetts 

Mississippi ' 
N o r t h  Dakota 

had% Island 
N e w  Hampshire 

New Mexico 

North Carolina 
North Dakota 

3 BdSf.&'RU R G O I O X S  
Rhode 1.s 1 and 
South Dakata 4 Z B X P R A L  R B D I U l S  

2 W l S Z B R R  RgGrOaS 

Ineludes a 1 1  State. e x c e p t  Indiana. New York. Pcnnsylveni5, S o u t h  C s r o l i n a .  and Virginia. 




















