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EXCERPT OF REMARKS BY Sifxfiﬂif OF TRANSPORTATICH,
JOHN A. VOLPE, AT THE AHNUAL HOUARD LOUnIY REPUBL1CAN [nNDUET,
FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 1970, 7:30 P.M., MAKTIN'S UIS]
‘ EELICOTT: CLEY, MARYLAHD
Howard County is on the brinL of a classical urban explosion.

You have 60,000 people now but you may reach 200,000 by 1980,
You are feeling the pressure of population and pollution from
Baltimore on the north to Mashington in the south. You have the
new city of Columbia with 100,000 people rising in your midst and
only 2% of your people still farm for a Tiving.

You %éce serious problems of overa11_transpoktation planning
but we intend to help you solve them. The Department of
Transportation presénce in Howard County is substantial,

I know that highways in this country-are right now a very
controversial issue. But we can clarify it if we recognize that the
main question is not whether to have highways, but how to have them.

| Highways mdst be planned to avoid disruption and actually make

a contribution to the overall environmental objectives of the citizens

involved.
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Fundamentally, the kind of county Howavd L“cum s in these years
of rapid change depends on yourselves, your wishes, your aspirations.

What better opportunity could there
modern Republicans can do to shape urban
life for all Americans?

Of course, you are @11 busy wmen and women. Your lives are
active and full. But you are here and 1 salute you for that. You
are interested and concerned, But can it stop here? Hhat about a
still more active commitment to public life?

Let me tell you a little story about how I got involved in
politics. Back in the fiftics, I watched iLh I(ILUV“‘ hearings about
racketeering and corruption in goveriment. My daughter, Jean, who
was then in high school, watched with me and as the hearings endad,
she turned to me and said, "Dad, is it true that all politicans are
crooked?" 1 said, "No, of course not," but 1 thought ebout what she
said for a long time. And the next time, I was asked to run for
something, I accepted. I ran for Governor and won.

Khat I am saying is that I hope some of you in this room here

tonight -~ you with the talent, the energy, and the courage for
public service -~ will also run and win.

Now I know there are many potential leaders in this room who will
ask, "why should I get involved? What do I have at stuke?" Well, that
stake is the future of urban mankind itself and it will be forged in
counties like this one across the face of America.

You and I believe in this country, We are not knockers, but
builders. ' We respect our heritage, but we want our future to be
brighter and less troubled than the past. Well then, if that's what
we want, we'll have to work for it and put ourselves on the line,
Jjust like Ted Agnew does.

Ted is a great Marylander and my respected colleague as a :
former Governor. He believes in plain language. Our Vice President
stands for the grand old principles of a grand old party -~ the
principles of common sense, discipline, and self-restraint. Hundreds
of thousands of Americans know he feels the same as they do about
wayward youth, drugs, crime, rebellion, self-indulgence, materialism,
and pornography.

My friends, I sincerely believe that we are the only political

force that can ensure the survival of the principles which made this
country what it is today. I think President Nixon described our
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opportunities very well, indeed, during his recent trip out to the
midwest to "bring the government to the people". He spoke of the
three R's -~ reforin, restoration, and recnewal, e

Reform of our governmental institlutions to bring them up-to--date
so we can deal \1Lu our problems, L;<inrlL|0n of the human -and
natural resources upon which our progress and phywrca1 survival
depend. And bo\c ul] renewil of the qp:lul of self-confidence of
a?] Americans so that we can rise above adversity in the tough days
ahead.

To fulfill the pwomsfc of these three updated R's, we need
responsible government. Government which acts to sofve problems,
government that is dedicated to help the individual develop his
powers, government which is lcsp0|a|vo to change, governmznt that
knows |t has been elected to act and not to play it safe.

I submit to you that this has indecd been the course of the Hixon
Administration during its first year. The President began by urging us to
lower our voices so that reason could be heard, and he set an example of
discourse with the American people that has been balanced and reasonable.

He urged us to h“ true to our traditions, and in keeping with that announced
his plans for a "creative federalism" that will restore to local and state
governments some of the fiscal initiative and auvtoromy that they have ]qu

in long years of seeking all the answers in Hashington. 23 /

President Nixon reiterated his belief, based on long years of politicel
experience and contact with hundreds of thousands of Americans from all
walks of 1ife, that Government must not make excuses -- it must act to solve
problems.

In accordance with that he has sought and worked hard for welfare reforii,
better management in Government, and model anti-crime legislation.

He has committed himself totally to the fight against inflation -- and
]

the job there, as you know, is to take some steam out of a superheated
economy without hurling us into a recession.

President Nixon recognized the crisis in traffic congestion in this country
both on land and in the air, so we sent to Congress a $15-billion package
to modernize our airports and air navigation system. HUe worked hard to get
it through and we were delighted when it passed the House by the lopsided
majority of 337 to 6, Then they told us that the Senate would be a different
story. So we went to work, and sure enough the Senate came across by a vote
of 77 to zero. This is Nixon ledership at its best

e also sent up to the Hill a precedent-shattering public transportation
bill that would invest -~ not spend, but invest -~ 3.1-billion dollars to
unclog our cities with creative new concepis for moving pcople and goods.
That bill sailed through the Senate on a vote of 84 to 4, which shows nearly
unanimous support. And my personal thanks to Mac Mathias for giving the
President his active and influential support on this vital bill.
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Now admittedly we have some hard work ahead of us in the House. Jusl

last Tucsday 1 spen the whole worning testifying on behali of this bill
[ 1 1 1} 2 ] . -~ M { s 4 f ¥, . l'. ] I 3 f 'i.! 3
before the House Banking and Currency Coumittee. On Honday, I'm going te
have another talk with the Nation's mayors and try to enlist their Turthoy

T » n LT &
help. Hke're getting more opi bl

fistic every day that the Public Transport Lion

Bill will come through with flying colors.

But there is still another arca of presidential leadership without wivich
no other gains would make much difference. 1 am referring to the tangle in
Vietnam. There, President Nixen, drawing upon his foreign affairs expericice
and the confidence of the American people, is pursuing a sensible ceurse oi
de-escalation.

He has made it clear that, though we are devoted to peace, we shall
never sacrifice our essential interests in Southeast Asia or abandon our
friends who have fought so courageously by our side.

Even the national media are acmitting that he has performed with
admirable skill under pressure.

I say we are fortunate to have Richard Nixon in the White louse -- he is
a worthy successor to Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt, and the late, beloved Ike
Eisenhower. He combines those essential qualities of moderation, concern,
Judgment and wisdom that the presidency demands.

History will record that President Nixon was the first occupant of the
KWhite House wno recognized the overriding importance of what has come to be
called the "environmental issue." He saw that the biggest domestic problenm
before this Country in the Seventies will be not whether we can ensure
prosperity, but whether we can manage its consequences.

Yes, we are the richest Nation on earth -~ thanks to abundant resources,
popular Government, and the free enterprise system. But we have always been
prodigal with the land. We are poisoning the atmosphere, turning our rivers
and lakes into sewers, ruining parklands because of public construction and
the crush of visitors, cramming our cities with vehicles, and in general
spoiling a heritage of great serenity and beauty. ] say our biggest domestvic
challenge is to restore reverence for the land, because without this change
of heart there will be no America for any of us -- rich or poor, young or
old, black or white, radical or reactionary. This issue transcends all
others. So let us here resolve to leave our Kation and this earth better
than we found it. Let's support President Nixon's farsceing 37-point program
to get air and water pollution under control and to assure enough recrcation
land for our rapidly expanding population -- ourselves and posterity. How
vital that is for regions like Howard County that are being squcezed by urban
expansion!

One way or another, this Republican Administration is determined to win
the war for enviromnental quality. Let no one say we can't afford to do the
Job -~ it's a matter of priorities. We spend $15-billion in this country
every yecar on alcohol, 10-billion on tobacco, 7-billion on horsc-racing,
1-billion on movies and billions more on gadgets we don't necd.
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So the President has wisely aslked Congress for an increase in budget

./ : authority for environmental purposes from a merc $1.4:-billion in fiscal 1970
(*"' to almost $5-billion in 1971. These figures show the divection in which the
' President intends to go. He intends Lo face our problems and overcome them
in the best Lincolnian tradition of comron sense and comnituent until the
job is done. And he will be relying heavily upon the counsel and support
of Kac FHathias and Glenn Peall and Gilbert Gude,

The people will always respond when a party accepts responsibility. 1
found that true when I ran for Governor of HMassachuscits on a platform

advocating a sales tax. All my advisors saic¢ that meant political suicide.
But 1 kept tryinu to inforin the people that the State weuld go broke witnout
| . | (

~

it. J worked hard for 14 months buttonholing all the support 1 could get

and sent seven messages to the legislature demanding a sales tax., It passed -
and the following Hovember 1 was re-clected Governor by the largest margn
ever accorded a gubernatorial candidate in the history of the State.

My point, of course, is that if you always take upon yourselves the
responsibility to sce that things gel done -- even when this means being
temporarily unpopular -- you will ultimately convince the people and win at
the polls. A party of responsibility is a party to which the Hation will
always turn for leadership.

This sense of pelitical integrity must begin at the local levels of party
action. It grows from the grass roots. It is outward looking, always seeking
new ways to serve the people. We must never foreget that the Republican

. ( Party is not and cannot be a closed club -- it must be open to all men of
(( good will.

Every county Republican organization in the Nation should be preparing
for the future right now -- recruiting members, broadening the pariy base,
getting more people to participate and, above all, contacting and convincing
the youth of the Nation.

A1l through my campaigns, I have told my people to always keep in mind
a little formula for success that I have found works suprisingly well.
I call them the five C's.

The first C is cause. You have to have a reason forwanting to be

involved. You have to be truly dedicated to what you are trying to do.

Then -~ you have to have candidates. Every concerned Republican should
always be looking for new talent for the party:; we should always be working
to convince capable men to run for office.

Third, you must have effective comaunications. You have to get your
cause and your candidaté across to the volers. This means good press
relations, it means good advertising, it means the employment of skilled
professionals.

.(\(
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The fourth "C" is campaigners® You just can
have a dedicated team -~ will

ringing doorbells, and doing all lhe small
necessar)

And the fifth "C" -- the one without which all
] ¢ r

is cash. Cold hard cash. It's a political facl
elections unless you can afford the expensc

With these five C's in mikd, you can be jus:

ing to put in leng hour

I have challenged you, as Abraham Lincoln challenge

five score and ten years ago, to lead, to seize
and to commit yourselves personzlly to the tasl

must come the leaders of tomorrow.

ty, to care,

If we accept and cherish this responsibility and do not
]

scape it, po
justly, and uphold the gloriocus tradition of the

then we shall have nothing to fear at the polls.

itics will take care of itseli. If we think wisely, act
of our parly

judgment of posterity that we were men and women truly equal

greatness of the times.
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